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THE JEWS. £ 

in the reign of the emperor Nerva, his successor, 
who. was much more favourable to the Jews, that? 
we arc to look lor the h^st appearance and insti¬ 
tution ob, these Jewish/patriarchs. During the 
two preceding rcign£ they' were treated with 
:ruelty and oppress;.jj*or can they be sup- 
;..J, under tho^ .'"several calamities, to have 
ecovered themselves so far from tiieir disper¬ 
sion, as to have been in a condition to obtain this 
tew dignrtff, much less to raise it to such a de¬ 
cree ol authority. m * 

With respedt to the patriarchs of Jyidea, they 
ire generally considered to have been of the 
Saronic or Levitical race, and not of the tribe 
>f Judah, which, in these parts, was either extin¬ 
guished, or at least so far depressed, that they 
:ould not resume their former functions and 


liwrer; and any such attempt would only have 
“rought upon them the resentment of the Ro*. 
iian nation. That the Pri®sts*and Levites, Jiow- 
’ver, should be permitted to assume the power 
^f instrudHng the people, and, for that purpose, 
o eredt schools, to appoint masters, and, at 
ength, to instal one over the rest, with the title 
>f Rosh Abbojh^ or head of the fathers, and to’ 
yhicls the €>frck word patriarch corresponds, 
corns jrfry probable ; for neither their tnbbg. 
Wnch^as CKcluded the regal dignity* nor their’: 
w’jjcli u.is then confined to matters of re- 
could give any umlnfigc.to the Roman 
>n\ve»^,"je uirhonty whi^fthey acquired over 
’K' po5g)l e committed to their charge, owed its 
ise auU.gi.t fit d mcrc/ife to rheir gieat reputn- 
urn W- learn ■ aneyfllet y , and principally con- 

A"«u*in the of matters which related 

oieiigion, and m‘flawing the wisest and most 
^ 1 ' Bltf effectual 
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effectual regulations for the 1 e-establishmcnt and , 
•jSeimancncy of it. The* authority of the patri¬ 
archs, however, has beenlgieatly exaggerated by 
the Jewish wi iters, in oi\ei to repel a/owerful 
argument urged by thclChnstrans, *hat the 
sceptre or regal po\ve r mentioned by 3acob, had 
departed from them, bubof^mate officers 
appointed under them, whos<? business it w^s to 
carry their decisions into effect, aiuito regulate 
other affairs withm the cognizance o^he patri¬ 
archs. # 

Having «dctermincd th» most probable era of 
the commencement of the patriarchate, it will be 
necessary to observe, that the celebrated city of 
Tiberias, founded by Herod, and situated on the 
lake of that name, was chosen for the patiiarchal 
seat. In this city, also, a Jewish academy was 
soon after erected, which became famous for«fiki 
learned men, and particularly for the compilci| 
of the Mislmah*. * * 

In the next century, the Jews rebelled undel 
* jy the emperor Trajan, which cifti only baj 
II* ascribed to their impatience and hatred oi 
a foreign yoke. Their resentment raged 
with incredible fury, notwithsSfiding the low 
condition to which they had beforeneen reduced. 
The Jews at Cyrene, who had been sett^d there 
for some time, and had become powcifiilWvvew 
the first to rebel, and gained some coi^ideaible 
advantage^ov^r tte Cyremans and Egyjwans. 
These fled nnmecNktcly to Alcxam^i'«# and 
alarmed that city to such a degrjfcT, tharfll the 
Jews found in it were ^tossacreJf Tho*/it Cy- 

* The Mi'ihnah & & c *de on I 

/nundi'd on the wi and ordiu^rTrL of Mo'n 

Greeks called it Deuterorio iwjfci the aecoud law 

JCi/e 
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rene, provoked at such a dreadful reprisal, chose 
oTrc* Andrea for then,; principal. Under ihil> 
leader, \hey killed two hundred and twenty thou¬ 
sand ini abitants, and fought many desperate 
battles witji the Romans, under M. Turbo, whom 
Trajan sent with a'p-r^frful army, to reduce 
tlieiii. They laid waste and depopulated the 
whale country of Lybia, and Adrian was after¬ 
wards und^r the necessity of sending a colony to 
re-pcople*it. 

In the next year, the Jews of Mesopotamia 
appeared in arms, amf in such force,*'that the in¬ 
habitants of the whole country feared for their 
safety. This obliged the emperor to send L, 
Quietus, at that time the greatest general the 
Romans had. He slew great numbers of the in¬ 
surgents, and again subje&ed the rest to the Ro- 
'jtiAn poster; but lest they should re-assemble, 
md rebel after his departure, Trajan appointed 
jfiim go«ernor of Palestine* that he might keep 
jdiem in awe. 

Soon .after, the Jews in the isle of Cyprus re¬ 
volted, an (.^destroyed two hundred and forty 
thousand of the inhabitants. Trajan, therefore, 
sent Adrian with a powerful army, who with 
*hiKcuIt v subdued them; and they were after- 
.u.ftdsjipy an cdi&? banished the island. 

I 'TlfFnext insui region was laised by their false 
mew ah, or c.i^iha, or, as he called himself, Bar- 
chnebab. This man rnkin^advauftge of the 
reseu^iuit with which the minds of the Jews 
were ?jt that t l me inflated, on account of a co¬ 
lony wtach Adrian luy?scnt to rebuild the city 
&f Jer'isalem,prohibition to circumcise 
fhtff*ehildren, becaTO^lhe principal of the Jewish 
Ration, and proclaimed himself their long e\- 

lAki ‘petted 
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peeled Messiah. He was one of those banditti 
infested Judea, andicommitted all kird?«Tr 
violence againsL the Romans. Having, how¬ 
ever, become powerful, liew was chosen king of 
the Jews, and acknowledged as the trqp Messiah. 
He chose for his precu* *«ir,4he celebiated Akiba, 
who being in high repute among the - Jews, and 
chief of their sanhedrim, declared him to be*the 
star which had been predicted to aris^nit of Ja¬ 
cob. An army of two hundred thousand men 
was immediately raised, and Either became the 
place of the r ir retreat, and "the capital at this new 
kingdom. 

Barchochab, however, did not declare war 


A D a £ a ‘ nst l ^ e till Adrian had qmt- 

22 ^* ted Egypt. When the Roman emperor 
’ was informed of the great number pf 
banditti, anti other straggling Jews.Vho lffe 
flocked to the standard of Barchochab, he sent) 
T. Rufus with a numerous and powerful bod J 
of troops against them ; but these forces wera 
not sufficiently strong to pievt'nl thejjnpnstgp 
from gaining advantages over hnfj^and li<m 
destroying great numLcis of converted Jtv\s, 
Romans, and Christians. Ar length Julius ho¬ 
ver us, who was then in England, and was es^ 
teemed the most cornu mm {he genciaVof hi* 
age and nation, was deputed to comniiwl tho 
droops destined to a<5t against tjie lrtsui nntsJ 
Not thinking ft pVdunt or safe to oppojR al 
once so vast and powerful an army, he corfented 
himself with pamal ei^agementjf, and \^ih de¬ 
feating detachments ofvieir forces. B| these 
means, he at length lnclVe^ijbft eneni^n 
fher, cut off all their supp*$&‘, and laid 
the place. The ipsurgtyos defended themselves 

with 
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with great bravery, and put Triphon, a famous 
t’SEbb^to death, for only proposing to surrender 
the to\n. The besieged, however, could not 
long withstand the repeated and vigorous attacks 
made upoji the place. In one of these assaults, 
Barchochab was killed. Mi cl Bithei soon after 
surrendered. A dreadful carnage of the Jews 
immediately ensued, and their historians affirm, 
that a greater number of the»r countrymen was 
destroyed within the walls of Buber, than was 
the whole amount of their nation wlnjp they emi¬ 
grated from the lgjld of Egypt, i&kiba, after 
suffering a severe imprisonment, was doomed by 
the conquerors to a cruel death ; and with him, 
say the Jews, perished the glory of the Jewish 
law. In this war, the Romans lost a great 
number of troops ; but the number of the J^ws 
Aat dufd by the sword, was five hundred and 
eighty thousand, besides those who perished by 
faming, fire, and divers father calamities. 

The Roman general having thus terminated 
the war* the emperor Adrian seized the * -p. 
advantage iff this peaceful interval to per- 
Iixff his design of rebuilding Jerusalem. im 
But it was not the intention of Adnan to rein¬ 
state the Jews in their ancient city, which would 
only Jratve oc^askmed igoie frequent icvolts. On 
theM6i$rary£‘bjr this action, he intended to mcr- 
tiy aSpE htimble the spirit of that stubhoyp, 
Fo? that purposg,* he; cawsed the an- 
crnKpionuments of religion in the temple to he 
effaced and destroyed, and statues of pagan idols 
to be substituted in t^ir room ; and he likewise 
issued ascjggg edi®‘ which expressly prohibited 
rite T ews lrnm eftSy-ing the efty. Not, however, 
satisfied with these a(ts of profanation and seve* 
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rity, Adrian gave orders, that great numbers 
*»f these unhappy people should be annually onW * 
like horses, and that the rest should be banished 
into Egypt. By these means, he ^ffedhially re¬ 
moved the Jewish inhabitants from Jerusalem ; 
and this state became the most wretched and de¬ 
plorable that can possibly be imagined. Ex¬ 
cluded entrance into the holy city, their ancient 
inheritance, they surveyed Jerusalem from the 
neighbouring mountains, and wept over* it. Fre¬ 
quently dyi the men and women ascend the 
"Mount of Glives, and wirti, their clothes rent- 
their hair dishevelled, and in all the ecstacy o 1 
grief and despair, bewail the ruin and decay 01 
their once splendid and celebrated metropolis. 

Whilst the western Jews, however, were tliui 
* experiencing all the miseries of oppression and 
violence, a much better fate attended their brfl 
thren in the east. Trajan, indeed, had carried 
his arms against them fts far as Mesopotamia, 
but after Adrian was invested with the purplej 
he consented that the Euphrates should be the 
boundary of the Roman empire; the jT?ws, there¬ 
fore, thaf resided beyond that river, were, in ge¬ 
neral, not concerned m the w r ar which we have 
been relating. A few of them, however, missed 
the Euphrates, that they might assist thJt bre¬ 
thren in Judea against the Roman powei%fcut 
unhappily their aid served no other gurpof e, limn 
to increase tits numlJfc* of the slain, and to grce 
the triumph of the conquerors. f 

In this century, Judah Hakkadosh, the son ol 
Simeon, surnamed the JuSt, And the third p^tri- 
arch of the Jews, compile Atthehjijjmah,i He 
succeeded his father m the aj§*fity, and 
the pati larchate fortv-fivc ^ears* r The gregt re¬ 
putation 
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putation and authority, which his learning and 
vhiljties had procured him, made him so arro- 
gantand assuming, that he by no means lie. 
served the title of saint, which was conferred on 
him. Judah IHakkadosh was succeeded in the 

J iatriarchafte by his son GamalielJ who confirmed 
lis father’s JV'hshnah, and died, A. D. 229. His 
son Judah did nothing worthy of notice, ex* 
'cepting that he left his dignity to his son Hillel 
the second, a person of great merit and learning. 
This patriarch was the first who computed the 
years from the Creation. He also invented the 
cycle of 19 years, to cause the course of the sun 
and moon to agree. Before his death, Hillel was 
converted to the Christian faith ; and Judah his 
son succeeded him in the patriarchal dignity. 
On his demise, his son Hillel the third, became 
patriarch of Judea, and governed the Jewish 
• church till the year 385. He was succeeded by‘ 
his son Gamaliel, the fourth of that name, and? 
♦the las? of the patriarchal race. In 415 the em¬ 
peror Theodosius deprived Gamaliel of part of 
Ais auihoiity, and the patriarch^ dignity was 
entirely abolished in 429, after it had continued 
in the same family during thirteen generations. 

During the reigns of Antoninus Pius, M. Au¬ 
relius, *nd Comnjodus, the Jews were treaLed 
with^reat liberality and kindness; and Anto* 
niiT^fs became not only a friend and patron of 
thcr nation, T>ut also ajeon^ut to t^eii religion. 
Ancdift of Adrian, however, which prohibited 
the cii(umcision of the Jewish childien, being 
Stin offeree, they grow so impatient under tins 
Ttfstraint, that they appeared in arms, and obliged 
^he emr i c*jeal U, and°to restore to them 

the free use of their^chgicus ceremonies. 

The 
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The emperor Constantine was under the ne- 4 
-ccssity of enabling several severe laws 
the Jews, to prevent their making prosel/Ces, amf* 
to suppress their insolence towards the Christians. 
Many false and absurd accounts ^are related by 
historians, relative to the conduct of T this empe¬ 
ror towards the Jewish people. 'I’he design of 
Constantine was neither to persecute theui, 
to compel them to embrace the Christian faith : 

contrary, his only aim was to or event 
that liberty and indulgence, which had been al¬ 
lowed their^ from becoming subservient to the 
r 4 $etriment and disgrace of Christianity. Tt was, 
however, in the reign of Constantine, that the 
#«ws, who had become numerous in Persia, and 
flaring been treated with kindness and liberality 
Jgr many of the Persian monarchs, had acquired 
ijgireat power and influence at that court, raisaj^ 
Jt dreadful persecution against the eastern Chris-1 
tians. By their instigations, the Christians were 
slaughtered, the churches demolished, and every 
jjace of Christianity was nearly obliterated^ 
S^hese destructive and sanguinary -proceeding 
%aire intended, as they said, to revenge the m- 
,fc*dts and indignities which the Jewish people 
JWere made to suffer in the Roman empire, 
r. But their conduct towards she Christas did 
iiot go long unpunished. Constans suclltfded 
3tis father in the empire, and observing 
Jence of the* Jews, «md the indignSnt 
i&vhich they treated tRe Christians, founcfthimself 
kinder the necessity of using them with slveriLy. 
What, however, incensed him most atramM 

■i- i j 

jWas the treacherous conduct of the Jewi sh 
Jbitants of DiocaeArea, in Piflest Jewu 

that place taking the ^vantage of the em¬ 
peror’s 
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peror’s absence, who had marched an army into 
Hungaiy, raised an insurieftion in Judea, that 
y tuif^ht co-operate with the Persians, who, at 
the same* time, invaded the Roman empire, and 
laid siege to Nisibis. Constans was, therefore, 
constiainedito detach Gall us against them, W T ho, 
mar ching his army through Judea, defeated the 
rebellious Jews, and rag^d Diocsesaiea. The 
eM'peror being a and aLo inflamed 

with resentment againit tne Jcw r s for their ^ ^ 
ti eachery,not only revived the laws which 
had been passed against that people, ditr- K>m 
ing the former ieigus, but cna&ed others still 
more severe. Every Jew that married a Chris¬ 
tian, or circumcised a slave, was punished with 
death. Not only were they prohibited from en- 
Uung Jerusalem, but even the viewing it at a 
di lance was to be purchased with money. 

, V'unn luhan the apostate, the Jcw r s received 
* T eiy sensible marks of f.ivow and distinction. 
Fe not «?nly exempted them fi om taxes, and al¬ 
lowed them the fiee and undisturbed exercise of 
their religion, but permitted them to rebuild 
their temple, and furnished them with moneys 
and materials for the work. These signal fa* 
vour s rendered the Jew T s haughty and insolent to*, 
v ards tha Christians, and they demolished many 
Vhuichee in Judea, .Syria, and Egypt. In the 
jjaean'etme, they beg.m to le-cJ if) the temple at 
/erucileni: man, women, and children were 
equally zealous to assist and loiward the work $ 
and man* made themselves implements of silver 
and gold with which to ereCt this new edifice. 
Jii!td>ivine Providence completely defeated their 
designs: s^h^eseries of astonishing and dread- 
itutart&Stt followed the undertaking, that the 
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Jews were compelled to desist from their pro* 
jy ceedings, and the predi&ions of our Sjy- 
' v ‘ our respe&ing the temple anc^^ty'jf 
Jerusalem acquired additional force from 
this abortive attempt. I 

During the reignsof Valentinian and Valens, 
the Jews had full lmferty of conscience allowed 
them; and their patriirahs were restbrH t f\ the 
enjoyment of their ajHn privileges. 
been kindly and libexWjrtreated, however, fot 
a great length of time, they became so'insolent 
and sedirtqus, that the emperor Theodosius the 
second, a mild, generous, # and equitable pi incc, 
was under the necessity of punishing thorn, that 
he might suppiess their pride and turbulence. 
■The Jews used the Christians with insults and 
indignities; and the Christians retaliated upon 
them by burning their synagogues and limits, 
and causing many of them to be put to deafly 
The empetoi thenefoje issued several edifts, ex¬ 
pressly forbidding theClnistians to persecute the 
Jews on account of their religion, an a d prohibit¬ 
ing the Jews from offering any contemptuous in¬ 
sults to the fstablished church. 

t 

The Jews of Alexandria, who are said to have 
amounted to one hundred thousand, had fre¬ 


quent disturbances with the Christia^, which 
generally terminated in bloodshed. (Xril, 'the 
bishop of that city, was extremely emHtoered 
against thgm, an ^threatened them witfi ecjrlcsi* 
astical cxecutlbn. The Jews, howeveJ knowing 
that Orestes, the governor of Alexandria, was 
their friend and patron, despised the Threats of 
the bishop, and resolved to attack the ChrfrHnmt 
in the middle ®£ the night. Fwwthiapurpose^ 
they sent several of thpir people tiircwgiirfe 

streets 
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xiorca. In that island were two consider¬ 
able towns. In the one, the Clnistian 


/ 15 
A. I). 


bishop had his residence, and which was 
■interdicted the Jews ; who were generally pu¬ 
nished with sridJen and miraculous death, if 
they ventufedlo enter it. J’hc other was chiefly 
inhabited by Jews, who enjoyed 'very consider¬ 
able an dt lucrative oiiic fl^^ id Theodosius, the 
j^Siaent of the synagl^flv and a dodtor of the 
law, was the prmcipal^person in the .island. 
Severus having become bishop of Minorca, was 
easily persuaded by Orosius, who Rac? returned 
from Jerusalem, laden with miraculous relies, 
to iittenqpt the conversion of the Jews. They 
commenced with private discourses, and then 
proceeded to public conferences, which were held 
in the synagogue. The Christians finding that 
tin; Jewish women intended to assault them, pro¬ 
vided for* their defence. A tumult ensued, the 
consequences of which wejre, that the synagogue 
was destroyed, and nothing preserved, besides 
the books and plate. The bishop, however, ex¬ 
hibited such a number of miracles, that their 
* greatest menbegan to relent, and,*in the course** 
of eight days, most of the Jews were converted 
to the Christian faith, and their synagogue be¬ 
came a cRurch. But some, who continued ob- 
stiiiate^jmd untrattable, concealed themselves in 
cavettX, till hunger compelled them to quit 
theitf plate of*retreat; and others Reaving all 
their property behind them, sought an asylum 
in fore;g/i countries; all which plainly demon- 
' strates,^at compulsory means had been used to 
jase-atife a conversion. 

; Upon tb^ Jrrupnon of the \fandais into the 
’ empire, iry&’dH hktfe been, ^sro&ed, 

that 
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tli.it tlic Jews would have been worse treated than 
otheis if the pec pic, by that fierce and barba¬ 
rous naLinn. But the) enjoyed the same prk! 
leges, and onl) partu'^ated in the common mi% 
toi Limes, vhnh aie the usual concomitants of 
gieaL revolutions. They were a*owcd the un- 
rei/_ra ; ned evicise of leligion ; and on the pay- 
niem of a tubule, tlittweie permitted 
doni of comnene. were, however, «pn- - 

hibited.tlie enji ) inent ff 1titular dignities and oi 
civil and mibiary oHees; all winch were foi- 
bidden thhnf b> the Roman emperors, TJico- 
doric, m particular, protected them aganist the 
Christian zealots, an I would permit wyLompol- 
fcory means lo be used f r their conversion. He 
reproved the sen.J ' io** suilernig a synagogue to 
be burned at Rome, and reprimanded the clergy 
of Milan for seizing anoiher. The Genoese 
were about to deprive them of the privileges, 
which, for along timtj, they had enjoyed among 
them; but the Jews had recourse to Jheodoric, 


who permitted them to remold their synagogues, 
and restored to them the tree exercise of their 
V thvil and religious rights. 

In Persw a violent per'-ecution was raised 
again 5 t the Jews, which h-stoiians tell us cou- 
linncd for seveuty-iliKC v irs; durnw which 
Uiue ih * s>nagogue r were .] "l, the observance* 
of the saboat'i wa 3 sjppi '<,■> .1, and then spools 
and c'laptjs were appmpn iU d djy t|e magi. 
Hnna :h ■!» chTtu, and l\\w i,i 1 «s discilles, were 
« i-x irnj lisoned, an 1 sa:Ierf*d d n Ji A"h won- 
* d»'iful i»de ; but the .huviyouth, 
“ * rio’e a 1 !Lt'd to the pleasiues oJ niifie. 


wietvHi) I'crsHt* l«'d to forsake ^j^religioj^ 
aul a o'n, lai doleJtion in ls'cael followeul 1 **"^/ 

Th* 
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) The sixth century commenced with a pcrsecu- 
Jnon of the Jews of the dispersion, and of the 
tTffr tribes in the east, by Cavadcs, a prince of*a 
‘ffroud add imperious disposition, who intended 
to compel all |jis subjects, Christians, Jews, and 
others, to etnbrace the Pertian religion. This 
persecuting was extremely violent. The cele- 
brpt*ri 3Vlcir, a learne^^abbi, declared war 
^.gaihst the Persian niof^Kh, «uid we are told, 
that with four hundred men only he successfully 
contended against lnm for c ome }^ar^; but he 
was afterwards defeated and put to death. 1 he 
Persians then cnterecT the city, in which Zeutra, 
tbe^fKie!*of“‘*Ee captivity, resided, and having 
plundered it, hanged that prince and the presi¬ 
dent of the council on a bridge. The fa- ^ 
mily of Zeutra betook themselves to r f ><? 
flifljit, and his son and heir retired into 
Judea, where he became chief of the sanhedrim. 

Chosroes the great, however, who succeeded 
Cavadef in the kingdom, treated the Jews with 
still greater rigour and severity than his prede¬ 
cessor Jtwici d'^ne. They endeavoiced to obtain j 
-tn'&Tofvour of this prince, by persuading him to’ 
break off negotiations for peace with the emperor 
Jfl&tinian^ymich were then m great loi wardness. 
For thi&fpurpose, they promised Chosroes, Lhat 
if he \yfculd consent to continue the uai, they^ 
woidjft assist him in making himself mastu of 
Jerusalem, ontf of the richest cities in*the wot Id. 
Chosroes # ' therefore, entering into their treache¬ 
rous design, bioke off negotiation sfoi peace ^ ^ 
with tb^'emperor, and prepared to carry 
thtfjJrCjCft into execution. The Persian 
monarch .■however, was soon nfibrmed, that the 
pencils who had been employed m assisting to 

0*5 obum 
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obtain possession of Jerusalem, had been seized 
by order of ihe government, anti, after making 
full di*-Lw*v( i i) ol their design and abettors, Hud 
been put to death. But tins lnformatiofi did noC 
delei Chosroesfrom piosecutmg #ie war; which- 
was earned onwhh great vigour, unf many suc¬ 
cessful inroads wcie made into Syiia/md Pales¬ 
tine. The Jews, hotg aA i y . in tho„“ p urtjA. * v eti 
the common calainitraF nor were they treated 
with less st veil y than the rest of the inhabitants 
ot the ctjucnn red countnes. Their academies 
were shut, tTieir love of learning became extin¬ 
guished, and their chief was obliged to remove 
into Judea. , 

They recovered their liberty, however, soon 
after, when Homjisdas the third ascended the 
.tlnone; and they continued in the full enjoy¬ 
ment of their civil and religious privileges, (Jflr- 
ing the 1 eigu of that prince. But after Chosroes 
the second had l>y*p uricide obtained possession 
of the Pei sian monarchy, the Jews tfiok p.ut 
with Varaincs the son of (Jhosrocs, in a rebellion 
ag.drst h's ^ithoi. Vaiamcs bcipg soon afo^r, 
deduced to subjection, the Jews sufferedcxiwriii* 
]■) ty i° r tin ii lebcllunis proceedings, and 
- ’ wcie treated as a {withies,, turbulent, artd ■ 
implacable people, tli^t e\citcd Che sub¬ 
jects against their prince, and fomented addition* 
The Jew's of Antioch were the first that sujfered 
the monaijflA rcsenLment; raarty ofihem pt-* 
rislied by the sword ; others were pul to death 
by the most cruel torments; and the re .t were 
reduced to the most abjed and dcploh&lc sia- 
vei y. * ^ 

Chosroes, hot^bver, was afterwaTfh^concilcd 
to them, and the Jews appear to have 

* him 
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him many signal and important services. In 
taking the cuy of Jerusalem, they ailed in con- 
*5#rt with that prince; and no sooner was Clios- 
csoes master of that metropolis, than he delivertd 
.lip all the Christian prisoners into their hands; 
though helmet have hnovjn that the .lews pui- 
cnased them for no oihei purpose, tiian to sa¬ 
tiate ihyiJ’cruel and implacable h itied against 
Accordingh, ngdfess ili.ui ninety thou¬ 
sand of these unloitunate people weio barbae, 
rtnisly put to cle ith. 

Whilst Chosj oes also was besie^ng Constan¬ 
tinople, and all^^ke fences oi Suia and Judea 
er^^dpyftfin the defence of that capital, the 
Jews made an attempt upon Tyte. They in¬ 
tended to seize that important place, and to de¬ 
stroy all the Tyrians ; but the inhabitants having 
lyucly notice of then design, weie prepared for* 
th* attack, and biavcly repulsed them.' Thus 
dj^appointed, the Jews di^ersed themselves 
through the country, anti assaulted and burned 
Tiiuny of the Christian chinches, 'iheyweie, 
Jjpwtvej,/ :^t length, destroyed by the ’lyrians, 
Av 1 *'* sallying out of the city, lutfhcm to pieces*’, 
inf the seventh century, arose TViahometon the} 4 
jCnge of the woild. 'i he splendid and piireely, 
appearjflee of this impostoi deceived the .lews, 
who "Considered fiim asTIie ti ue Messiah, ard 
many of them became convents to the leiigiort^, 
■which Ik; professed and taught.* The Jews be* 
4ff|jNum.erous and powerful in several p^rts of 
Arabia,* possessed of many strong castles and 
fortresses, and m the custom of maintaining ar-. 

* It seems prolubL, that tins conversion of the Jews, who 
were aty' ys n.t.’iit on worldly advaiftag^, was moie politi¬ 
cal tiiau real. 

• • 
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jnies under their sevci.il princes, it is probable* 
that Mahomet, at the commencement of hii 
career, and before his religion had become Csfr 
tablished, thought it prudent and neofcssary W 
court their interest and alliance. . 

But whatever cau$e Mahomet \ujfht receive 
for his aversion of tins people, it is certain from 
the tenor of his writings, that he af&swsurds 
hated and despised them : he calls them betfaj"^ 
er$ and murderers of the prophets, and a people 
justly punished with the curse ot the Almighty, 
for their ^rtoRtions of his |abbaihs and Ins laws, 
and for their unbelief and v. 7 tempt of the an¬ 
cient seers and of himself. Aua*7e» 

' openly declared hostilities against them. 

This war was commenced by Cajab, one of the 
principal persons of the Jewish nation ; a man 
who opposed all the measures of the iippostou; 
for which reason Mahomet gave orders to several 
of his followers to*wajlay and to destroy hiEfl ; 
whereupon Cajab, who was informed of*the de¬ 
signs formed against him, appeared at.the heaii 
or the Jews. Mahomet began hi^ operations 
fWith besiegin^that people in Hegiasa; and^wwA 
hjg obliged them to surrender at discretion, he 
-drove them into banishment, and distribute 1 ^ 
their wealth and effe&s among his disciples and 
followers. After this, Cajab attacked hith*near• 
Kaibar, a place about four days' journey from 
Medina, wh^re the Jews were totally roiftcd, and 
great numbers* of them destroyed; and sfiefr^ 
general with much difficulty saved his* life by 
flight. The unfortunate issue of this attempt 
did not, however, deter the Jewish lead<?!r iVbm 
trying the event»of another engagement; but 
being again unsuccessful, they wue at length, 

compelled 



THE JEWS. 



compelled to submit to the power of Mahomet, 
ajid to become tributary. This yoke,however, was 
•tj^emely grievous and oppressive to them ; an$t 
a Jewish woman endcavouied to destro\ the ty- 
rant by poison, but was detected. The Jews 
"having experienced the success and severity of 
the impostor, srpphed to him die vision of Daniel’s 
statue, whfc,se leer weie paitly iion and partly 
clay £ and hence they inferred, that the Messiah 
r *was not to make his appearance, till that empire 
4md been established, since he is there prefiguierd 
by the stone cutout without hands, ^hy;h was to 
destroy and termin^tp it. 

Afir'/hfiCQn/iifest of Persia by Omar the second, 
■tfie calipl“ tliat succeeded IMahomet, the Jews 
under that monarchy became subjedt not only 
to the Saracens, but to many others. This was 
occasioned by the quick succession of those 
mfaurchsj and by the rapidity of their conquests 
in the east. We do not, however, find, that theis; 
conditiop thereby became'worse, excepting their 
pisticipation in the common misfortunes, which 


those conquerors failed not to bring into every 
pEvince"that*they subdued. Onrfhe contrary, 
whcn^Omar had subdued Isdegert, and made 
ImrtSSf master of that prince’s dominions, they 
Tcjoiced *&*his success; and under him and his 
S^ ucces so/s. they enjoyed the full liberty of their 
religion. 

It is nqjv time to relate the occurrences which 
bpfejjthe Jews m the west under the Homan em¬ 
perors, during the sixth and seventh centuries* 
The first cause of their complaint against Justi¬ 
nian, who pietendcd to decide in a)l matters of 
religion, was the edidt of that^emperor, which 
prohibited them from celebrating the passover, 

accoi diner 
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accordin'* to their own calculation) and enjoined 
their observance of th it feast, at the same time 
with the Christian church. This decree JVjiS 
soon after followed by another, which jgas mujji 
itiO’L severe and onprtssne, and which forbade 
them to educate tneir children^m#the JewisK 
faith. At the lequest cf the ccuncil of Car¬ 
thage, Justinian also depnved thos/ of Af rica 
of the e' ercise of their religion, and commjjndcd 
the prefect to convert their synagogues into 
churches. 

These* several edicts, which were consideied 
by the Jews as seveie anfl «^ressive, failed not 
to irritate the mmds of that parsic* l $n«H«t>j?ro- 
dace a more than ordinary discontent. This 
dissatisfaction soon ripened into revolt. Julian, 
jt -r^ who pretended to be the Messi. h, had 
530 * ^ le ac *dress t0 attract many of die Jeu s of 
Palestine to his standard, who A his fide 


of conqueror, and^ his splendid and martial^p- 
pearance, completely 4 deceived. Julia* having 
tfrmed his followers, led them agamst the Clfm- 
tians, who dreading no hostilities at tj>at^imcfrom 
the oppressed Jews, and being ihdtetore w holly* 
unprepared for the attack, were slaughtered in. 
great numbers. At length, however, the'aqi-^ 
peror sent troops to suppress thcnTjJand die. 
leader of the Jews being takdn, was in~mrriiiitr1r 
put to death, which teiminjted theics olt. 

Sometime after, the Jew's at Cysaien tchcllcd 


agJunst'the Roman government, an^weie 
55J * joined by the hamautans, for the plow 
pait their inveteiate and mortal enernes. 
Having united their fofccs, they attacked and 
destroyed many ^)f the chui ches, and massacred 
gieat number of the Christians, and particularly 

die 
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the governor in his own palace. Happily, 
however, his lady escaped the fury ant] resent- 
fnc»t of the rebels, and informed Justinian of the 
■revolt, immediately cent Adamantms to 
jenquire more paiticulaily into the occunciues 
which had feajvencd at Caesaiea. These being 
related to thejfcmperor with all their aggrava¬ 
tions, the plopeity of the ncher Jews was confis¬ 
cated, and man\ of those that weie conceined in 
the revolt were beheaded 01 banished. They, 
however, joined with the Gotlis in Italy agaiust 
Justinian and his ge icral Belisanus j#aiid in con¬ 
junction with the ^otlW loices, they defended 
the^hj t li T r k pjes i »th siuii obstmacy and 
resolution, that the Romm soidici* became ex* 
ti emely exaspi 1 ited against iheni. V* lien, there¬ 
fore, the city was taken, though IVIimiius en¬ 
deavoured to niipuc his tiooj's with sentiments 
of flcmenTy and pi tv * tlm Jews, without anydi&w 
tin$ion of age, sex, oriank, wuc ciuelly pul to 
dtTith. • 

^ This dreadful se^ eiity quelled them for a time, 
anj duiingjtjie two suosetpicia leigns, we iead 
of neithei lcvolt noi pcis^»< ui’oii. 4 mder ^ ^ 
Phoc#*, howevei, the Jews at Antioch, 
whe re they were become very populous 5 
and w r ca V iT y> raised an imuneCtion against the 
t^hficlbms, who not being sufficiently poweiful 
to oppose them, were made to sutler the most 
dreadiul •ruelyes. Great numbeis of these un- 
fo: mryte people were buined in•tliffr houses; 
ijlftd bishop Anastasius, and many others, after 
having endured the greatest indignities, wcie 
thown kito the fire and destroyed. But at 
length, Phocas having sent a ppwerful body of 
forces, to quell the^ insun cCtion, the Jew r s were 

suppressed 
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suppressed and brought to condign punish¬ 
ment. By this time, notwithstanding the edidt 
of Adrian, they had become numerous in "Cy¬ 
prus; and bishop Leontius, fearing/that Jibe 
rate of the island would be similar to that of 
Antioch, converted and baptised nfiany of the 
Jews. ' ^ 

Pope Gregory the great, who reigned about 
this time, exhorted his clergy and flock to Vreat 
the Jews with candour and tenderness, because f 
as he himself believed and alleged, they were 
to be 1 exalted, and to constituted considerable 
part of the fold of ChmS^^Their condition 
however, became worse, after tiTe eynperoc. y,q- 
faclius had concluded a peace with the Persian 
a monarch. It plainly appears from his 
>wn words, that he luted the Jewish mu 
' “ K * tion, on account of their rejection :;,nd 
contempt of Christ and of his religion. Piera- 
clius banished thtjm horn Jerusalem, to wl^ch 
they had once n re gained access, and issued Jn 
edict pinhibitmg them from approaching within 
tin ee miles of that city. * v , 

Heracliui'having consulted tKe soothsavers 
and diviners, relative to the fate of* the e\'^nire, 
received for answer, that a circumcised « 
would be its rum. Considering, thei^Jore, hovy 
numerous and poweiful the lews weie i A * 

parrs of 3 ns dominions, the great and frequent 
elroxts which thev had made t<«* recover their 

m a 

j^erty, ana their cruel and sanguinaiy prpceed- 
ings against the Christians at dilForent timc\ 
pd in diverse places, lie doubted not but they 
ye the people intended and described by the 
rcdi&ion. Not thinking it sufficient, however, 
10persecute and destroy thejn in his own domi¬ 
nions, 
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nions, he employed the whole of his power and 
authority in inflidting the same calamities on 
those of Gaul, Spain, and other kingdoms. 
SiJttmt, the Spanish monarch in conformity £o 
tli* request of the emperor, endeavoured to com¬ 
pel them to abjure Judaism and to be baptised in 
the Christian yiith, or to abandon the kingdom. 
This 7cafV>firthe king, however, v as not only 
discommended by Isidore, bishop ot Seville, but 
wafnlso reproved by the fouith council oi To¬ 
ledo, which declared, that lie had engaged ^ -q 
in a matter contrary to the nature of , * 
Christianity, and that y: is God alon£ who ° 
haidcneth the hefMs, and who sheweth mercy to 
dehorn lie thinks piopcr. But in the nest ^'ole- 
dan council, the laws enabled against the Jews 
were ratified; and it was moreover decreed, that 


■no king should thenceforth ascend the throne, 
tiiyie h.yl solemnly sworn to observe them. In 
consequence of this edidt, which was ^ 
stoiVU) enforced by the succeeding pi in- 
jfe s, riaby of the Jews were outwaidly 
conveitcdjto the Christian faith. 

•No sooner were the Romans expelled Gaul, 
and the Visigoths completely suppressed, than 
sewurJl regulations and decrees weie made by 
ifln lelative to the Jewish people. Avi- 

tus, bishwp of Auvergne, having conveited seve- 
Tlu of that nation to Chustiamty, one of them 
entered the city of Clermont in his white gar« 
ment; w 4 iich being observed by a Jcy, he threw 
a po* of stinking oil upon the* new convert. 
/This outrage irritated the Christians to such a 
degree, that had not the bishop interposed, the 
Jew would immediately have been put to death. 
The humanity of Avitus, however, only delayed 
>Vol. £111. D the 
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the effects of their resentment till the succeeding 
a ^ festival; the people demolished the syna- 
-Vjq * gogue; and the Jews were compelled to 
* * embrace Christianity, or to be banished 

the country. f 

During the minority of the sons of Clovis, 
£ Bathilda, the widow of thftt prince, abo- 
* lished the capitation-tax, t n Account of 
„ its restraining people from mai ryiflg, and 
obliging many to sell their children, that r &ey 
Haight avoid paying the impost. The Jews, who 
had become odious and detested by the j:raffic 
ijX. those c clHldren, whom they sold to barba¬ 
rous nations, were obliged *to restore the cap¬ 
tives that they had in their possession, and pro-, 
mbited that cruel and unnatural commerce for 
the future. 

a yj TJie e >ghth century is chiefly remark* 
“ a’pf for the conversion of Chozpr, a Jjpa- 
* ’ then prince, to the religion of the Jews. 

He had become dissatisfied with the rehgion^of 
Jlis people and progenitors ; and havfng qop-. 
•Versed on the subject with Philosophers, Chris¬ 
tians, Mahometans, and Jews, at length fornwed 
ihe idea, that c judaism was the only true religion; 
&nd to which all others were but as the shadow 
to the substance, or the pi&ure to^tljp 
‘Original. Chozar, therefore, abjured'hjs formet 
$enetd, received the doftrines of the Jews, and 

f mployed himself in converting his subje&s. 
r rom that time the original Jews becante of great 
; a tabernacle was erected, similar to 
th«tt of Moses in the wilderness; to which thejt 
*nd the ' Chozrean converts repaired to the Jewish 
$r?rship- The king became rich, happy and 
prosperous $ triumphed over his enemies; and 

enlarged 



THE JEWS, 27 

enlarged his dominions, by new and considerable 
coimugsts.* 

„ We shall now relate the principal occurrences 
wtffrch happened to ihe Jewish tribes dispersed 
in the ajstJ|during the eighth and ninth centu¬ 
ries. except the commbn calamities, which 

necessarilpaKtended the civil wars that raged in 
tho ffi ^Kfrts. and in which Jews and Christians 
participated, we do not, in general, find their 
tranquillity essentially disturbed. In particular, 
during the reigns of Abdelmelech, syid^of ^ 
Alwalid and Solyman his brother, the ,-Ag ’ 
Jewish academies flourished, and the Jews 
themselves enjoyed full liberty of conscience an4 
all their ancient privileges. In the reign of 
Almanzor, who succeeded Abulkabas, an edidt, 
Jiowever, was issued against them by imap 
Ja^ffar; 4>y which those that were con- * tj 
veited to Mahometanism, were declared * 
fairs o f 4 he whole properfy of the family. ' 

This decree induced great numbers of Jewish 
and other children to apostatize, that they migfa 
obtain estates, to which they wert otherwise in 
no reaped! entitled. 

^Jafin anzor was succeeded by A1 Mohdi, in 
whoseH'fcign Hakem, or Almakaneus, an impos¬ 
tor^ whom some have supposed to have been % 
Jew, induced many disciples to follow likvjjL 
by meaijf of miracles, which he pretended 
perform. Motidi sent a body o£ troops to re¬ 
duce him, which besieged Hakem in one of hilf 
fortresses, where he first poisoned his followers^ 

* Notwithstanding the degree of credit which the Jews 
have endeavoured to attach to this fre tended con version 
of Chozar and of his sufifclts, the real existence of tin* 
prhice and of his kingdoimnftsitlfrays been much disputed. 

' D 2 anil 
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and then destroyed himself. In the reign of 
Mo man, appeared the famous impostor 
* Moosa, or Moses, the son of Amram (as 
he called himself), who prctei ded tr be 
that great lawgiver of the Jews, newly risen irom 
the dead. * V 

Ali al Wathek became an enemy^olf the Jews, 
on account of the fraudulent practices Ywnrhich 
they had been guilty, in the management or tne 
finances, during the reign of his predecessor, 
and becajjse^they objected to icceive the koian 
as a true and authentic levelation. Fox this 
refusal, they were heavily taxed, and obliged to 
pay large sums into the ti easury. Motavel, ho 
succeeded him, was still more severe 
g46 * against them: he compelled them to 
wear leathern girdles by way of distinc¬ 
tion, commanded them to ride only on<nsses end 
mules with iron stirrups, and deprived them of 
, 4 |)£ their honours, titles, and offices. His edicts 
'jfcDt only extended through that empirc,'but into, 
the neighbouring kingdoms; and these marks 
of infamy, in $ greater or less degrdfe, have sub¬ 
sisted ever since, in those countries which aie 
wtbjedf to tile Tux ks, and also in oihei pafnv of 
Km ope. a 

The Roman empire was at* this time consider¬ 
ably agitated by civil dissensions, between the* 
icouaclasts and the worshippers of images, in 
which the<>Jews were particularly concerned. 
The emperor teo Isaurus commanded the Ma- 
nichees and Jews to abjure their tenets, and to' 
become Christians. The patrons of s images, 
however, notwithstanding the strenuous oppo¬ 
sition of the emperor, at length prevailed ; and 
the Jews, who had pretended obedience to the 

mandate 
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mandate of Leo, were compelled to subscribe a 
fo nw a la ry, by which they acknowledged therp- 
a^lves worshippers of the cross «rd holy images ; 
an3 they\rayed to God that lie should intlift 
upon the leprosy of i^eha/i and rhe fear 

of Cain, 'f dfey did not willingly perform it. 
Languefo^beinp at this time in possession of 
lsigoths, was infested with frequent incurs 
sions of the Arabs, who are said to have been 
in alliance with the Jews, by whom they were 
invited thither, and w>ho engaged tfeean to assist 
in destroying the Christians. They ai e, likewise, 
accused of requesting the aid of the Saracens, 
to emancipate themselves from the tyranny 
and oppression of the bishop of Toulouse, 
These traversing Narbonne and Toulouse pene- 
t£ited as far as Lyons, and laid waste the coun* 
tr^ - with*fire and sword. Charlemagne having 
afterwards completely defeated the Saracens, 
?lnd retfken Toulouse, determined to put those 
Jews to death that had favoured the invasion, 
ayd occaSiqped so much bloodshed. He was, 
however, prevailed on to commute their punish* 
men*, and only the principal and most guilty 
r t>L> -sojns of that people suffered death. The rest 
who inhabited the city, were condemned to re^ 
. edve a box on the ear thrice every year, an 4 
to pay a perpetual fine of 13Jbs. of wax. 

The Jews* were much favoured by ^ j) 
Louis, surnamed Debonair, who#e thief - * 
physician was a person of that nation. 

They had the liberty of ere&ing new syna* 
gciguesf and obtained such great and extensive 
privileges under this prince, {fiat they became 
extremely haughty and insolent. Agobard, the 
bishop, however, not only prohibited them from 

P 3 pyphasing 
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purchasing Christian slaves, and from observing 
tljeir sabbath; but he also interdicted the 
tians from buying wine, and from carrying op. 
any traffic with them, during the timi^of LcAf. 
The Jews having complained of these Jdi^s were 
immediately restored to their former p v ' Alleges ; 
and Agobard could obtain no redrew_• _ 

. The condition of the Jews under Chaft'jc&ohe 
Bald, was not in evci y rt sped so agreeable anti 
easy. Remisius, the bishop of that diocese, caus¬ 
ed some of his cleigy to preach every Saturd.iy 
in the synagogues; by which means many of 
their children were converted to Christianity, and 
to prevent the conversion of others, th^y were 
obliged to send them to Vienne in Dauphiny, 
and to Macon and Arles in Provence, where 


they were more numerous. Remisius also pie- 
vailed on Charles to command the feishop'of 
Arles and others to pursue the same method; the 
consequence of which tvas, that great numbeiy 
of the Jewish childicn were voluntarily bfopti/fcdr 


and the prince, 'who thus favoured these conver¬ 
sions, was pobpneJ by Sedeuas, the Jewish |J?}- 
Wruin, whom we beioie mentioned. The Jews 
Ute likewise accused of having encouraged'the 
filcursion of the Normans, during this rtflgn. 

I The professors of Judaism in the east, if we 
are to credit their historians, flourished during 
the tenth and eleventh centuries; and ^hilst the 
rest ftf the voi^d was overwhelmed in daikness 
and ignorance, the literature and learning of 
the Jews never shone more conspicuous. 'J heir 
glory, however, was but of short duration* Their 
internal disputes, and the zeal of the crusaders 
against all of that 0 nation, occasioned the destruc¬ 
tion of their several academics, and the almost 

total 
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totjd.'<#pu|sk>n of the Jews from the east, who 
weg^bliged to take refuge in Spain, France, 
>md otr\r countries of Europe. * 

'*Phe nation was -at this time so numerous and 
powerful, liat they reckoned the Jews in the city 
of PherV/.-Shiboor to amoifnt to nine hundred 
thousand. V£eit<un it is, that they founded a new 
acg^ViJffJriii that city, at the head of which was 
me celebrated R. Sherira, under whom it flou¬ 
rished for thirty years. The Jews, m the reign 
of Hakem, suffered persecution for^a short time 
in Egypt. That prime endeavoured to found a 
newreligion, opposite to all otheis, and which 
is s.ml^o have been that of the JQrusi, and re* 
plete wifflratrav.igant and impious tenets. 4 Thp 
number of olLciples that were converted to thfc 
’faith among ffii^Jieathcns, induced Hakem tQ 
p g the Christians and Jews, who were the 
only people that opposed and contemned 
doctrine. The latter he»obli*»ed to wear a mark 
of •distinction, and commanded their sy- ^ -q 
nagogue^to be shut; but soon after al- im. 
taring lus uitentions, he rcstoiedj .0 them 
then* ancient libcitj. 

lJunng thewais that subsisted between tk£ 
TSVii'diMis and Christians in the tenth century,,tne J 
rabbinical school ••in Spam were in a flourishing 
condition, and the Jews in that country becarrap 
numerous and wealthy. The wars in Spain $ttu 
continuing dtirmg the eleventh ceigury, R. v Sa¬ 
muel Levi, being seciclary and prime minister to 
the king of Granada, was by him created chief 
of the Jewish nation, and used his utmost endea- 
voujs to promote the honour and advantage of 

* Tins might probably bs llie religion of the Druids. 

-that 
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that people. But attempting to make convert 
tp the Jewish religion, the king of Granadr^us* 
* tn e4 the principal offender to be ttfcen and 
304*6* hanged, and such a persecutj fin of'^thc 
Jews immediately commenced, tjtfat one 
hundred thousand families felt itSkdre^aful and 
destructive effedts. 

The Jews, however, would have suSff&vlj* 
more severe and fatal oppression under king Fer. 
dinand, who, at the instigation of his wife, in» 
tended to f cojisecrate the war against the Sara¬ 
cens by the extirpation of that people, had not 
the bishops and pope Alexander the second pub¬ 
licly opposed and condemned the measurn But 
Itfhat principally exmeated them fu the per¬ 
secution of that monarch and of Ais successor, 
#vas the revolution occastone^.fy the Moors jn 
Africa. In consequence of this event, 

#as extremely d’sticsscd, and found himself un¬ 
der the necessity Si befriending and caressing 
the Jews, that he might induce them to icnfler 
nip* pecuniary and personal assistance. Ac¬ 
cordingly, he promoted them to great and fli- 
pfatiye offices, of which pope Gregory e' tremely 
Skapproved. Peter, the grandson of Alphonso, 
followed t}ie plan of his grandfather, d is regard - 

S the remonstrances of Nicholas de VaLntm, 
o endeavoured to divert him from his purpose 
nguging in the crus«ide oi holy jvar, jnd who 
represented the.Jews as his most dangeious and: 
inveterate enemies. 7 he moderation of Peter, 
however, could not preserve the Jewish people 
in several other parts of Spain, who uempeise- 
cuted by the crusaders, under the idea of procur¬ 
ing a blessing on tjiclr holy expedition, 
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In Hungary, the Jews flourished dur- ^ 
ing ^e latter p.irt ol the elevf nih ceil- -iA^/ 
••km ^7w\n St. 1/adishius, who then reign- ”** 
e\*$on\ ekng a s\ nod, seveial legulations were 
enierd^ iyt\, which imported, that if a Jew should 
marry aX’hristi.m won.an, efr purchase a Chris- 
• ti in slave, ij^ty should tpsofaZio be set at liberty, 
and tV^af^pi ice be confiscated to the bishop. Co- 
^•iWflian, his son and successor, forb.jde the .lews to 
make use of Christian J ives; but he peimittecf 
theinmji^y and cultivate lands within the ju- 
riscJPTion of a bishop; ^nd these law? sfiflicitully 
demonstrate, thai they were then numerous and 
pow^£ul in that kingdom. 

The mqnbcr and power of the Jews had also 
become grea^m t Germany and Bohemia, whe& 
ttey bad ererid ^Lm any stately and superb syna- 
~ They suffered, indeed, grievous perse¬ 
cutions, in several parts of those kingdoms, froxx% 
the zealots of other persuasions. But what 
chiefly contributed to excite the fury and resent¬ 
ment of oljicrs against them, was, Die march of 
thff crusadefs through seveial cities of Germany, 
who slaughtered and destroyed alTthe Jews that. 1 
refused to become Christians. The Jewish hi$- 
toiians relate, that five thousand of their people 
wt;re killed or di endued ; but the number of those 
■'who saved themselves, by pretending a conver¬ 
sion, was much more considerable. The Chrisf 
**mii writers, However, compute the # amount of 
the former to have been infinitely greater, and 
say that the manner of theii death was more 
dreadfijJ and terrifying. Those who pretended 
to become Christians, soon relapsed into Ju¬ 
daism. The bishop of Spires, Hiore humane and 
merciful than many others, not only prote&ed 

the 
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the refugees within his jurisdiction, but caused 
their persecutors to be punished. The Bsgtflpan 
Historians inform us, that more than twqpe thoy 
sand Jews were slain in their country; an dr* all 
agree, that the number of those that penned in 
Other parts of Germany was almost infjpate. 
a j) The next crusade, which c omm enced 
1144* Hfty years after, might havepilW^no 
' less violent against them, had not 
Jews been sufficiently forewarned by J:he furious 
flind infatuated zeal of the hermit k^d^lphus, 
who inculcated with great earnestness and^,so¬ 
lemnity the propriety and necessity of this jftiea- 
(Eure, and proclaimed the holy war alp-tg the 

S inks of the Rhine. The Jews beij 7 0 - alarmed 
tired to Nuremberg, and to o}f*er cities, in 
which the emperor kindly reg^ir* ed and protect¬ 
ed them. The persecution, howevenp*fipafca4 
through most countries of Europe, and great 
numbers of them fell at sacrifice to the bigotry 
9tid ambition of priests and princes. 

St. Bernard, who was no less an enemy to the 
^dbigenses, th$n he Wrts a friend to the Jews, ‘in- 
Pfbed pope Innocent the second to favour them, 
jfis successor, Alexander the third, became also 
It great patron and protestor of them, and pro* 
Jlibited die people from insuking them on their 
sabbaths and festivals, or on any other occasion. 
Under his patronage and protection, jjierefore, 
the Jews flfurjshed exceedingly; 'and the towif 
of Cozzi in Milan, and the cities of Monzza, 
Ficca Novo, and others in Ancona, produced 
many learned rabbins. « 

The Jews were no less powerful in Spain, and 
one of them, naihed Joseph, was prime minister 
to Alphonse the eighth*. But what chiefly in* 

gradated 
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gratiated them with that prince, was the love and 
affection which he had conceived for a beautiful 
youngs Jewess, to whom lie sacrificed his honouf 
^nd mtfl^est. 'J he Jews seizing the advantage* 
gies^extriyraely powerful and insolent, and the 
court iqic^d^ergy bjeame offended at the haughti¬ 
ness of tb'eir demeanour. At length, however, 
•the young Jewess died; and Joseph was expelled 
his offi-ji *by the treachery and intrigues of Gon- 
one of his own creatures. Under pretence 
olLfilling the monarch’s coffers, Gonzales pre-^ 
vautedon^lphonso to grant him gigjit of thef 
pnnWpal Jews. These»he caused to be put to 
dcajm, and their estates to be confiscated. He 
theno^red a much larger sum for allowing him 
twenty ni^e; but Alphonso thought it more, 
honourable ujL confiscate their estates, for de¬ 
fray ing the futui*i^xpences of the war, than to 
tak^hgjgiiivcs and ptoperty also; in consequence 
of which that people voluntarily poured immense 
sums into the treasury. • * 

In France, the Jews were accused of the mur¬ 
der of St. \^illiam, and many of them were con- 
# denned to the flames. '1 he odiugi, which tins 
diabolical aft brought upon the rest, exposed 
them to the insults of the populace. At length* 
king Philip, surnamed the August, under pre¬ 
tence of piety and z^al for the honour pf God* 
not only banished them his dommions, but con¬ 
fiscated all their wealth and eflefts; insomuch 
-t&jt they tvere*reduced to the gre^teet misery* 
and many fell viftims to these oppressive and ty¬ 
rannical proceedings. They were, howevei, soon 
afterwards recalled; and returned in great num¬ 
bers ; but growing numerous and insolent, they 
assembled* by permission of the Queen’s mother* 
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in a cattle on the river Seine, and lu\ ing scoui g- 
edand crowned a )outh*wiLh thoins, they cruci¬ 
fied him. This usage obliged the kiii£» to go 
thither in person, and to cause tight) qHri&em tp 
be burned alive. * 

Though the Jews had becnbamslfcd ^Igland 
ever since J020, they had ue\cithtle;ss found 

A tv means to resettle in that kingdom and 

• JJ. . c./> f 

1170 were become so niu.it r ous in tin, reign ot 
* * * Henry the second, th it possessing*^, 
one burying giound m the c/t> ol London, tip y 
petitioned that king to allow them sT^iic* ‘ce- 
metei ies w Inch wei c 1 c ichly pi nttd the ife 1 But 
they undeiwcnt a most dicadlul punishmi^t in 
the rugn of Richard the hist, las succc^**: for 
having ventured, contriry to piolnbi- 

tions, to assist at the coior Moj'^ol thaL king, 
they were discovered, a id bc^ ^«».ttac keel by tha 
people were drag red out of the chui ch Jv^wj p id. 
The populace were so tvaspci ited, that the) 
broke into the house % ot the Lev-., ami put to 
death all they could find. Rut tl c diJordu did 
not terminate in London. I hongf^ihc govern¬ 
ment, on tho-day succeeding that df the ecu illa¬ 
tion, published a proclam ition, which was l \- 
lifted to suppress and allay theiui) ,u,d ie cuu- 
toient of the people, the peisccution con mued 
several months. A . D. llyQ. 

The numbej- and power of the eastern Jew s 
were b) this time so mueh dec 1 eased, that we 
find -vcrydittle mention made ot theft. Ne«w-> 
Ledinillah, caliph of Bagdad, a zealous Maho¬ 
metan, and very avaiicious, giew jealous ot the 
great wealth of the Jews, and of the readiness 
&nd joy with which they received evei v pretend¬ 
ed Messiah, raised a persecution .against them. 
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tind compelled them all to become Mahometans, 
or to leave the Babylonian territories. Some 1 
•ther^ijre departed, and the rest were converted 
to Mafikmetanism. The wars that succeeded 
tended to^omplete their ruin in that country. 

Not^/ilhVan ding the hostilities which subsist¬ 
ed between the Christians and Saracens, the 
‘Jews in Jud' a had their synagogues and learned 
rabbjns; but the invasion of Egypt by St. Louis, 
tfttd the revolution which happened soon after, „ 
ubtler the Mameluks, prevented the Jews in that 
kiiilfd^j^Jnom becoming numerous* wealthy, oV 
learned. • 

*4|ie Jews in the neighbourhood of Babylon, 
and iiiu .dispersion of the ten tribes in the east, 
had suffdU \ considerably from the invasion q£ 
the Tartats;^frjxt, at length, they obtained a re¬ 
spite under Joh:iAi&rgun, by means of a Jewish 
whom that prince raised to he hfs 
prime minister. After the death of Argun, the 
Jewish prime minister, bling Elated by the Ma¬ 
hometan and Arabs for his kindness and affinity 
to those of^his own sedt, was accused of ^ ^ 
havin'* poisoned that prince, ancUon this ioq/ 
accusation was condemned and put to 
death. A great number of his nation also suf¬ 
fered with him. It is probable, however, that 
- tho Jews, in the *Grecian empire, during the 
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, enjoyed 
great tranquillity. 

^ In the west, the Jews were no lest hated and 
oppressed, than they were numerous and weal¬ 
thy. Their riches, indeed, served to excite the 
jealousy of their adversaries, and to procure to 
ihemselvt s tyranny and oppression. In Spain, 
Vol. XIU. E th? 
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£ ’ the bishop of Toledo perceiving them to 
1200* * n C rease m number and wealth# excited 
1 ^ uy * the populace against them ; and making 
himself their leader, entered and plundered their 
houses and synagogues. The cruyiders. whc 
were then preparing for a n expeditfqp into the 
Holy Land, and having imbibed the*ciuel and 
detestable idea, that the destruction, of those ene¬ 
mies of Christ and of his gospel would infallibly 
obtain the favour and blessing of heaven on tllc'.v 
enterprize, completed what the bigotted bisf jp 
had begun. They made such hav*irvjmcUcar- 
nage among this unhappy and unfortunate peo¬ 
ple, that this is reckoned as one of the four taost 
severe and bloody persecutions which tH'Jews 
over suffered. The Spanish nobles endeavoured 
Wo interpose their authority, and r r suppress the 
lelties practised on them ^ frft. Ferdinand, tlte 
>anish monarch, who wished to ingraua!* jiim- 

! f with the zealots, by the persecution of die 
bigenses and other 1 heretics, encouraged and 
promoted the persecution. t 

1 Alphonso the tenth, king of Castile, a cele¬ 
brated astronomer, being assisted by sorpe vab- 
bins in compiling certain astronomical tables, 
Jrecame so generous a friend and patron of die 
fflbiys, that the jealousy of the zealots was ex¬ 
cised# and they formed plpts and accusations 
tag&iftst them. Three villains of the city of Or¬ 
gana, in Andalusia, threw the dead body of a 
,man into fche house of a Jew, aifd accused hi*:* 
of thC*murder. By means of this improbaH** 
"assertion, the popular ferment and hatred -we/? 
routed j a great number of the Jews were inhu¬ 
manly put to death ; and others fled for refuge 

c tQ 
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to the houses of Christians, who were their friends 
and acquaintances. The inhabitants of Palma* 
also, roll' upon them, and destroyed many. 
'Upon which the Jews sent a deputation to court* 
to obtain IhV suppression of ^ massacre, which 
was so liklly to prove general. Their enemies 
likewise sent deputies on their part; and the ag* 
gressors and the aggrieved accused each other, 
vKjuti pleaded their cause before the Spanish mo- 
naleh ; when the Jewish nation was acquitted of 
the prejprjfo murder. 9 ^ 

James the first, king ef Arragon, a pious and 
religjjms monarch, was so far from abet- * ^ 
tmg an J u adopting the persecutions, which , Ao/ 
were then p^valent, that he requested the * 
assistance of Jews, from whom he derived 
nfhch moral and u.v)Jogical instruction. Though 
the Jewid* people were hated, despised, and de- 
lided by the populace, and by the ignorant 
among the clergy, they wfcre Nevertheless pro¬ 
tected, acquired, and encouraged by the great 
and the leaned. This happiness, however, was 
obscfffed-wid dispelled by the accidents and mis* 
fortunes which soon after befel them. A per- 
mp, named Zachaiiah, pretended that, by his 
knowledge of the scriptures and of the prophets, 
hp had become acquainted with the cxaCt time 
of^he appearance of the Messiah, which he pre^ 
dieted to Lfe just at hand. He foretold . ^ 
the very day on # which this mighty^lett- 
iMNU^as to appear, that should gather 

his eleCt people, conquer and subdtitf 
their encodes, and replace them in their ancient 
inheritance. Deceived by this prophecy and ex¬ 
pectation of the Messiah, the jews prepared 
themselves for the event by prayers and fasting, 

E 2 and 
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ind at the time appointed entered the syna¬ 
gogues clothed in white. But finding this to be 
only an imposture, they became ushame*r*ol their 
conduct, and were exposed to the mocks apd in¬ 
sults of their enemies. / y a 

But the most dieadful and deplorable of all 
y. the disasters which happened to the 
1SS0* llt thi* period, was occasioned by 

the irruption of a body ol enthusiast 1 
shepherds, who pietendcd to w ork miiacles, p id 
having become numerous and powe^^I^cjy ried 
fire and* sWord into several piovmces. ^The 
Jews, in particular, suffered the ciuelty uiio. op¬ 
pression of those enthusiasts whei ever tlie^o\ ent: 
happy were tliey that could, at the expKrue of their 
religion and property, presetvc tfeeir lives; but 
they who refused to give up^chVer, were instaiiv 
ly and inhumanly put to death. The^^tilfcnce 
that arose in the army of the shepherds, and 
which expended through the neighbouring coun¬ 
try, was also productive of evils to-.he Jewish 
jution : they wert accused of having bribed the 
peasants of Mcsura to poison the *ri TT we^ a A Vd of 
ha\ing furnished them with the poison lor that 
(purpose; and on the grounds of this false .«nd 
wricked allegation, a great number of them w us 
imprisoned <nd tried. Aftej; a long confinement 
ijiey acquiii^d themselves of the crimes imputed, 
to, their chuigc; but the king, who dul not wish 
to coufcsg the injustice of whifch he had been 
guilty towards tliem, pretended that he 
them in piisou for the purpose ol ci erring 
them to CliN^L' mity. The Jew's, therefore, ic- 
fusing to bt* baptUed m tlie Christian faith, w r ere 
burned alive, tb the number of fifteen thousand. 

. Alphonso the eleventh, the friend and protec- 
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&or of the Jewish people, though principally di- 

S Cted in, his affairs by one Joseph, a Jew, and 
tendanLof his finances, was nevertheless pre¬ 
vailed onJby his mutinous and discontented sub¬ 
jects, to pls^ a decree against, them, on account 
of a pretended indignity offered to the sacra¬ 
ment by a boy of that nation. It was deliberat¬ 
ed in council whether they should be put to death 
o^banished, and, the latter measure being pre¬ 
fen ed, the^were commanded to depart ^ 
the in three months. The puinoe J333* 

royaf however, obtained a revisal of the 
proc&ss; and it was then found, that the sup¬ 
posed dl* me had inadvertently been committed 
'by a youflg Christian. On this deposition, the 
kjng recalled Jus edict ; but the acquittal of the 
Jew$ did not prevent^he fury and resentment of 
the zealots against themjKn^inother town, where 
many of that nation were put to death for the 
pretended offence. 

Soon after, an insurrection broke out against 
theng^at Tohjydo, in which the Jews behaved in 
such aUtSSpfrate manner, as can saurcely be con¬ 
ceived, One of them perceiving the zealots 
Awaking into the house, with intent to massacre 
all they found, was seized with fury and despair 
killed every one thaff had taken refuge with him* * 
sffld then destroyed himself, that he might not 
be put toWeath^by his enemies. 

They suffered also under the reign *of Henry 
Castile, when Martin, archdeacon of 
■fcCigi, preached through the streets of SeviHe 
and Cordova against them, and the minds of the 
people became so much inflamec^and exasperat¬ 
ed, that they killed ihe Jews in both places. The 
persecution spre id Toledo, Valencia* and 13 ar¬ 
il 3 celona, 
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celona, where some were plundered and others 
murdered; and the more artful and crAlty among 
tjie Hebrews changed their religion, that they 
might escape such acts ol violence. #hc,giea'/ 
and populous synagogues of Seville) and Cor¬ 
dova became almost v holly deserted^ and the 
young king still puisued these unhappy fugitives’ 
with hatred and resentment. 'The inhabitants 
of Andalusia, and ol other provinces, seized an/ 
put to death all that retiied thither. His /$n 
John, wljo succeeded him, was no leffMjsgb’itei - 
ed against them ; insomuch that the Jews ta his 
reign were depiived of the necessaiies ol life? and 
obliged to weal a red maik ol distinlhaT; and 
those who had liitheito concealed .uul*pie*>ci\cd 
* themselves were punished with death. 

The Jews of j\rragon wyje not much better 
treated than those of Ctfstile. That HdngiToni 
was distracted with cml and intestine \\.us, 


which could onl) be sifpported b\ large imposts; 
and the Jews weie taxed vei) hea\ d$ and ex¬ 
posed to continij il vexatious and ueiseditions, 
which reduce^ them to the lowest efTi^x nasci\. 


Jt was noticed beloie, that t^ie Jew T s in the 
twelfth century weie banished and lecalled hj*; 
A D king °i f iance. They weie no 

^^48 * s00ner resett l e J in the dominions ol that 
pr ’ prince, than they resumed theii aerjaw*. 
tomed usury and extoitions. By means 
they b^camejiioweiful,and accumulate 1 wealth; 
they purchased lands and estates, andL’i**/**! 1 * 
cedent and tyrannical; and the govei nnrefftwthV 
under the necessity of framing new laws, to sup¬ 
press the abuses, and punish the enormities, ol 
which they were daily guilty. St. Louis, how¬ 
ever, not finding those edicts sufficient to pre¬ 


vent 
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vent the evils, which the> were intended to re- 
jned), commanded all his subjects to reii am from 
TMiiowmg morn.) of the Jews. Being numerous 
'.md gitlu usuieis also m Britanny, the nobility 
. and meiHtants united m a complaint to the duke; 
and a Iflw was pa»sed, which decl.ued, that at 
the leqiicst of the bishops, abbots, baions, and 
vassals in Biitann), .ill the Jews sliould ioi ever' 
be banished liom that piovince. 

J ^Thc ceTpbiJUd council of JLvons, w r hich cx- 
co n w acated tlie cmpeioi, p is<uj .i®de- ^ ^ 
ci/e, also enjoining all Chiistian pnnces, 
wi o h id Jew s in then dominions,to com¬ 
pel them to refund to*the ciiuadeis all the mo¬ 
ney wlifch the) had obtained b) usuiy. The 
Jew a wcie also piolnbitcd hom demanding any 
debts due to them .hom the cmsadeis, till their 
death Oi lctmn, wlnfl 1 Jxcouncil of \ lenne de^ 
tended tin Chiisti ms against the vexatious suits 
and extoitions of that nation. The Jewish peo¬ 
ple, ho&cvci, notwithstanding these deuces and 
piei autioiu, m some piovmccs of Fiance weie 
ia7 "ptiurth e migistiac), and^#n most parts of 
th.it kmgdoi^, kipt Christian slaves. 
h A Mgnal c il muty bcfcl them, about ^ jy 
tins time, in the persecution laiscd against J6* 
them b\ t liej mi« »ns,on account, as was 
^V^cnde^fof sacndoing some Chiistian cJtiil- 
ditii^ tCoo^l-lTidav, and of using their bloqjJ 
at the Solemnity of tlie passover f for which im* 
of minder ana impiety, the Jew r s were 
*eiuc?lfy slaughtered in Paris. The persecution 
was ah»o extended into the provinces of line, 
Touraine, Anjou, Poitou, anj Maine, m which 
more than two thousand five hundred of these 
unfortunate and oppressed people, who lefused 

tc 
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to become Christians, were put to death, by the 
most cruel torments. The sufferings of the 
Jewish nation in France would not probably 
have terminated here, had not the Powe inter¬ 
posed, and requested St. Louis, the’ |eigning 
monarch, to allow them liberty of conscience. 
Whilst, however, the French king was? under 
confinement in the Holy Land, he gave orders 
that they should be expelled his dominions ; 
which was puu&ually executed by the queutt 
regent. • * # 

a jx They were recalled in the next reign jjiy 
.aye Philip the Bold, a prince of a generous 
* * and humane disposition, who was induced 
to this measurd by their known and acknowledg¬ 
ed usefulness, in the promotion of commerce, 
and the circulation of mcmey, which could 114 & 
jfail of improving the jfjwtrices, at that time greatly 
exhausted. Under*rhe reign of this monarch, 
the Jews became powerful and wealthy^ They 
were expelled Gascony by Edward tne first, 
king of England, who having engaged in ,tbe 
holy war, had imbibed the strange'and un¬ 
natural idea, that the persecution dr those ene¬ 
mies of Christ and of his gospel, would be the* 
most; effectual means of obtaining a blessing on 
hi Renter prize. * . 

Sfce example of Edward was follotapLs^ctf 
Uwer by Philip the Fair, who expelled m/m the 
Jrench*dominions. It is generllty ai- 

1300* * owec ^ ^ at Philip was Educed TO&fee" 
this measure in order to enrich himself by 
plunder; and that the Jewish nation wa^ sacri¬ 
ficed to his extreme avarice. Their wealth and 
pbflfe<5ts were seized by the monarch, and many 
(lied through want in exile* They were, how¬ 
ever, 
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ever, recalled eight years after, by his succes¬ 
sor Louis, in order to replenish the empty trea¬ 
sury* to recruit the finances, and to make tratte 
commerce to flourish. They •were after¬ 
wards accused of having suffered themselves to 
*be bribej, by the king of Granada, to procure 
. the poisoning of all tlie rivers, wells, and reser¬ 
voirs of water ; which were accordingly found 
poidbned in France and Germany. A leper hav¬ 
ing deposed, that he was hired by a ceitain rich 
Jew to effedt this purpose, the Jewish people in 
Languedoc w r ere immediately put # to # death, in 
the most cruel and bai barons manner ; those of 
Paris were treated with more equity andrnode- 
ration, ajid only the guilty suffered. Others were 
banished ; and the rich were imprisoned, till 
•they had discovered their treasures and effedfs. 
•Charles, whilst dauphin of Viennois, and duke 
of Normandy, was under 'dm necessity of recall** 
mg them during his fatlujtewmpiison- ^ ^ 

ment, and the existing disorders of the 

i • ° i -l i lo5o. 

state. On Ins accession to the throne, he 

grfcii££<| jyjd confirmed their ancient privileges, 

and only compelled them to xfcfk some mark of 

distindhon ; lut aftci wards becoming deranged 

his intelledts, the Jews were again accused of 

committing murders and outrages, for which 

^some of ttodKvere hanged, others scourged, and 

fffik levied on the synagogues. These se* 

veri > tI A|*indu€ed many to assume ^Jie mask of 

’Jfch nity. At length appeared that memo- 

^^fej^didf, which for ever expelled the Jewish 

nation from the French dominions. In this, 

however, wc ought to except the city of Mjstz in 

Lorrain, in which they presorted their civil and 

religious rights; and which were afterwards 

confirmed 
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confirmed to them by Louis the thirteenth.—* 
A. D. 1617. m 

* In Italy, the popes were fcivourable^nd Jyp>f 
to the Jews. Gregory the ninth, whW at th*is 
time filled the papal throne, imitateU the ex¬ 
ample of his predecessors; and though^ie was a 
fcealous promoter of the holy war, yet opserving * 
that the crusaders commenced their pious work 
with the massacre and destruction ot the Jews, 
he took every method to prevent such barbarity. 
In Naples, the Jewish people were becoq^e nu¬ 
merous and wealthy; and many of them were 
converted to Christianity, and were permitted to 
marry*the daughters of the richest and noblest 
families in thejeingdom. The fury of^the zea¬ 
lots, however, was raised against them, and a 
massacre of the Jews immediately followed/ 
The riot and persecutiop.^xtended through grfedt 
^arts of the kingdeyn; and those in the city of 
Naples would also M^e been put to death had not 
the nobility interposed, and concealed &le most 
wealthy, and therefore the most obnoxious, in 
houses; aijjl by those means preal.'iod liiem 
from the rage and resentment of xf ie populace. 
’Vhey' were no less numerous and powerful at 
Bologna, where they built many stately edifices 
and the most magnificent ^ynago^ie in Italy. . , 

We meet with nothing ►-worthy of'toiice rela¬ 
tive to the Jews in England, till the Jiafi the 
king John, except that they were irivited tfVy aj- 
kingdom by William the Conqueror. 
the time of king John the country was disrrlMetv 
with civil and intestine broils, and he wa.s under 
the necessity of supporting his government by 
the most oppressive exaCHons, the heaviest of 
Which fell on the Jews. At length the king 

confis- 
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confiscated all their property and effe&s, and ex¬ 
celled them the kingdom by a public edi&, 
Henry the third endeavoured to procure a tv j 
their conversion; and to promote which ‘ 
lu^re effectually, he founded a seminary 
fi|r the maintenance of Jewish converts, in which 
they might live without labour or usury. This 
induced n^any of them to become Christians, and 
that house, we are told, continued a considerable 
time. % 

The Jews of Norwich were accused of having 
stolen a Christian child, and of having k^pt him 
a year, that they might circumcise and crucify 
him, at the ensuing passover; but being dete&ea, • 
previously to that period, they suffered a severe 
and meritorious punishment. In JL.ondon the 
Hebrews were accused of some murders and of 
atrocious offences, and after enduring various 
vexaaons atld sufferings, they were obliged to' 
pay one-third of all their weaii ih. Ib he holy war, 
to which Henry was pressiflglymvited by ^ ^ 
the pope, ^as another pretence for dc- 
manding money from his subjects, and 
especially tfye Jews, whom hg^crupled not 
tiAdeprive of uVat they had left. Their contri¬ 
butions were also demanded for carrying on the 
3pfcnish war. The wealth of the Jews, however, 
Jbeing already n^ch # exhausted, they requested 
^jjkmission la depart frqm England for some 
^iW^V^ioous and friendly country. But this 
verititft/pdusetf, <*nd therefore werg c impelled 
*t\ x l contr ihution. The next year Henry 
^emaiiL/a eight thousand marks of the Jews; 
and upon tjieir pleading insolvency, sold them 
to his brother Richard for that sum,’ who, in all 
probability, would have compelled them to re- 
' fund 
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fund it, had he not been convinced of their real 
poverty and distress. * 

It is agreed by most wiiters, that the Jew ".* 
A D wcre ex P e fr°d England, by a*>perpct*«)F 
yX)\ e di<51 about this time ; and Kirg Edw&r..i, 

* who banished them, gave them money 
with which to transport themselves inyo France. 

Whether the Jews really committed greater 
and more numerous offences in Germany* or 
the people were more supeistiliously zealous 
against them, than in other countries, there is 
scared} a kingdom in which they have been 
accused of more cnornrfous ci lines. At Fran ef¬ 
fort, on account of some conversions, the indig¬ 
nation and fury of tilt Jews and zealots became 
dreadful; and arms were seized unTboth sides/ 
Several Chnstians lost their lives, and about one 
hundred and eighty Jews were burned alive. 
One-half of the city was consumed by fireY and 
all the Jews in danger of falling a sacrifice 
to the rcsentmenlSof^he populace. At Munich, 
in Bavaria, an old woman havii% cdftfcssed that 
she sold a child to the Jews, whom they crucified, 
tEe people k;’ shout waiting the JwSifC or a # tiial, 
put all the Jews to death tlvuLichey could find 
The officers of the town having, in vain, atternM:-^ 
Od to suppress the tumult, advised the Jews to 
(retire into their synagogue, v?^Ich was a strongs 
building made of stone. This the^ r y* - 

lowed ; but, notwithstanding jhe gVri the 
of the fluke and of the officers to ary at- 
disperse the multitude, they weie all bjpStrTd. 
destroyed in it. An accusation of a snfiiLir n«-' 
ture was urged against the Jews* of Wuitz- 
burgh and IJern, where they wcic put to deatli 
in the same manner. 

In' 
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In tjie council of Vienna it was observed, 
' that the Jews had become extremely numerous 
Vnd powerful, and that the income ol'the cleigy 
, wV> thereby considerably deci eased. It was, 
Yh&eforc; decreed, that they should reimburse 
the clerpw, in proportion to what they might 
have considered themselves entitled, had their 
'families *been Christian. It was also enabled, 
tlutdthc Jews should be compelled to demolish 
the new and stately syn igogues which they had 
eredted, and to be satisfied with their ancient 
places of worship. These deci ees, however, w ere 
tendered abortive, so long as the princes and 
nobles publicly protected those that refused to 
obey them. The clergy, therefore, were under 
1 the necessity of pursuing more violent measures, 
yid exconimunic ated all that protedled and de¬ 
fended thi^dtgi aded people. 

During the contest hei ween Adolphus of 
Nassau and Albert of Austi)fay^lch of ^ 
whom had been elected empSior, a pea- * 
sant of tllfe name of Ruind Fleish, com- “ • 

menced a preacher in the high Palatinate, Fran¬ 
conia? and dt\e# provinces, anj^retended that 
Ck)d had sent\nm to exterminate and destroy all 
t)j[e Jews., Without fiuthcv enquir), the people 
immediately sei/fd those inNuicmhcrg, Rottem- 
hurgh, and sev^/.il other towns of Franconia and 
Jjfosnria, jtfiom they burned alive. Others chose 
destroy themselves wfitli their wives 
v J n . If 23p5ren, than to be tlirown iitfo*the flames 
Christians. Albert would gladly have 
suppressed these impious, sanguinary, and dis¬ 
graceful "tumults, but was afraid that Raind 
Fleish, whom they considered as the preacher 
Yol. XIII. F sent 
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sent of Cod, should induce the people to favour 
and join his competitor. * 

Tne council convened at Vienna by pope Cle* 
'ment, condemned the usury of the Jew^ and 
creed that those who favoured and apjprove/T of * 
them should be considered as heretics. Ihs 
edifl was the cause of much mischief}.and vex¬ 
ation to the Jews, especially in Germany. They 
were, however, in some measure, rejieved by 
a Menicho, bishop of Spires, who forbade 
i oaq them to be molested on that account in 
his dominions ; and alleged that, as they 
were wifhout the pale of the church, that law 
could not concern them. A few years after, 
they were banished by .Lewis the first, king of 
Hungary, out of bis dominions. A Jew named 
Cicogne, whose family was numerous at Franck- 
fort, threw some pieces of fire into the towa- 
liouse, which consumed both it and all me i chords 
therein. Thg^fly.ie aho spread to the cathe¬ 
dral, which was'/-fdined to ashes. This ciime 
did not remain unpunished, for not ijply the in¬ 
cendiary, but all the Jews in Franckfort, a few 
that retired into Bohemia onl^ j^cepted, were 
put to death. 1117 " ^ i 

£ The Jew's having escaped the* common mor¬ 
tality, "which happened in most p^irtsof Furtye, 
were accused of having j>oi ^ned the riyeis, 
wells, and reservoirs of water, liv’^occasioned 
another massacre and dcsti uclion in s&yssi 
vmces.o^Germany, in which soine \wnbutncf 4 
alive, and others most ci uelly slaughtewa^yho,*-^ 
of Mentz, however, resolved to defend them¬ 
selves ; and having seized about twp hundred 
unarmed Christians, put them to death in a 
e very 
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very barbarous manner; upon which the in¬ 
censed populace colle&cd in great numbers, anc^ 
ai+ackin^ the Jews with great fury and resent¬ 
ment, killed about twelve thousand of them. 
'I'he indignation and persecution extended over 
all Gcrirvmy. In the impci ral cities, all the 
houses of the Jews were demolished, and castles 
and towt*s built with the materials. The reign¬ 
ing count Palatine and his ministers, endea¬ 
voured in'vain to suppress the violence, and to 
prote6t the Jews ; they were opposec^b^ some of 
the nobility, and by the* populace, who accused 
them of accepting bribes to defend them. All 
the Jewish inhabitants of Ulm, together with 
•their property and cffe&s, were burned ; and in 
a word, the whole Hebrew nation in those parts 
ytfhs at this time without friends and retreat; 


and Titf" fiHe % hai^d, at so critical a period* to in- 
terpo se in their behalf. 4 ^ 

The refugees in Boh^mju* were not mqch 
belter treated than their brethren in Ger- ^ 
many. Vinceslas, the emperor, and king ,qqj 
of Bohemia, ^tsiious of ingratiating him¬ 
self with his bic$s, jUsch«tnred his nobility 


^clf with his \Jbjc$s, /lisch«ffged his nobility 
from the debtJ which they owed to the Jews* 
The peoplC, tjrarefore, considering them as dis¬ 
carded by thut;]y*inge, attacked them at Gotha* 
and a tcrd&e carnage ensued. The Jews of 
JjjfcirgSHfi’ithout distinction of age, sex, or condi- 
Wpftrwjyc^put fo death by the swo^d.» In Ger- 
fnanyf'ltaly, Provence, and other parts* they 
-Trcr^again accused of having poisoned the 
vers and b spriiigs, and punished for this pre¬ 
tended crime, by the most severe and cruel tor¬ 
ments. In vain was it represent?d, that of this 
offence they could not be guilty* as the rivers and 

F 2 springs* 



52 dispersion or 

spiings, 'which have a fiee and unrestrained , 
toui se, cannot be contaminated by poison. To 
Juesetve them hom a moie cmcl and dieadful 
-Q fate,tlu* cmpcioi was undei the^necessity 

lioo* °* lssUm & an ct ^ R % enjoining them to' d(£ 
pai t the count:y s or to be 1> iptif ed. Few, 
liowcvei, if an), wue induced to apost^j/e, or, 
as thc\ cspicssed it, to iuisaktLthe eloi'w of their 
God. , • 

Bonedicl the thiilecnth, who was tU:n in Ar- 
ragon, endeavouied to ingiatiate himself with 
the Spaiiish n ition, h) his /eal for the conver¬ 
sion of tlic Jew s. Conleiences weie accoidingly 
held on the subjcdl ; and aftei some time spent 
in tills manner, man) proiessed to be disciples 
and followers of Chust. J?ut whatever might be 
the number of these Jewish converts, their sir- 
ceruy was much disputed,. nd *uhj isvith- 
out sufT'if>u^ieason; for it appeals that the) 
yielded 1 ofily to ite^essity, and meiel) to avoid 
hsfrsh and cruel tieaiment. In outward appear¬ 
ance, they pi ofessed Christianit), buE they cii- 
cutticised their children, obscryec^the pa^sover, 
and negledfed? ^ '»e of t the Jewish ntes and cere¬ 
monies. 

This dissimulation did not e^pipe^the notice 
of the clergy, nor remain longwr^ uni shed; they 
acquainted the Spanish monaiVir.^nd the pope^ 

S ith the condudf of the converted .itw>*t mpiri 
bich, {he tribunal of inquisition 
manded to Absolve the behaviour of tliostt delm* 
quents more nairowdy, and all Chiistian ppinefs 
were cxhoi ted to assist in bringing them tJ con¬ 
dign punishment. This decree, wliici w r as pro. 
claimed in mif.t parts of Spam, had a speedy 
and pow'eifill effedt; and seventeen tliousand 

Jews 


t 
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Jews immediately returned to the church, and 
submitted themselves to whatever censures or. 
penance should be infli&cd. Tv o thousand of 
This * oppressed and unfoi unite people were 
bbrneef alive,notwithstanding ^heir acknowledg¬ 
ment abd* confess! on, th.it Jtsiis was the true 
Messiah! .Many were imprisoned, and languish¬ 
ed lqpgtn confinement; and after regaining 
their liberty, v r erc compelled to wear a badge of 
distindlionVmd disgrace. Nor did they spare 
the sacred rcpositoi les of the dead : bo®* 1 * 11 bo¬ 
dies were disinterred artU burned ; their estates 
and pioperty confiscated ; and their children de-' 
dared incapable of succeeding to the possessions 
.sof their pavents. These severities obliged many 
to emigrate into other countries; and others em¬ 
brac ed C hns t iayity. But notwithstanding these 
con*ver?ions, theVopulace insulted ant^ oppressed 
them, and attiibVted every calamityiySmisfort 
tune that befcl them to tlie obstinacy of tn^e* 
cusants, oitto the dissimulation uud hypocrisy 
of the conformists. 

A severe arf^ dreadfnl ediift w$& after- ^ 
’vards issued ansinst tljj^fews ny Ferdi- 
nand king of main, by which the whole * 
Jewish nation ms, commanded to leave that mo- 
•Uprch’s dominions ia tlie space of four months | 
and the people were prohibited, under thegreat- 
%i^s,^from alfording visuals, or any 
cef to such as should be*found in 
w *ne kngflom, after that period. Historians in- 
""Rh^ri^ns, that seventy thousand families, or eight 
^iundre3Tb^usand persons, quitted Spain pursu¬ 
ant to this decree : but the Jewish writers make 
the refugees amount to a mcch greater num¬ 
ber. 


F 3 
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The misery and sufferings of those who thus 
^embarked for foreign countries, are inexpres¬ 
sible, and almost inconceivable. Son^c of iihe 
vessels took fire, and these unhappy vi£hips of* 
oppression pen shed in the flames or, weje 
drowned; many were shipwrecked Qp foreign 
coasts, and were exposed to an instant (fr linger¬ 
ing death ; the plague destroyed great numbers; 
and to complete the series of their /alamities, 
those who 1 cached the city of Fez tfn Africa, 
were refused admittance by the cruel and mei- 
ciless inhabitants, and perished for want of sus¬ 
tenance. Whether Feidmand was induced to 
adopt this severe and tyrannical measute by mo¬ 
tives of avarice and the pj^spedt of obtaining*' 
immense riches, 01 was •r.Yf.uenced by c.iuses of 
a pious and religious natme, wp foibear to in¬ 
vestigate. Certain, however, ffft ton- 

duel ii)^ was highly censuied by all 

sqK u anflji«du.iAis Chilstinns*; and though pope 
.yfiexander the sixth dignified the monarch with 
the sui name of Catholic, fortius vealous and per¬ 
secuting adtiojp, he ncveitheless /received many 
of the fugitives rnto domminns. 

John the second, king of jhbnngah though 
not naturally a friend and beneirchirof the JtfVs, 
was sensible that it was his jnterc« to encourage 
those who had been expelled Sp .in^to settlem* 
his dominions. Tins he accordingly d^mn&sr’ 
certain ra >ty<Slions. His son and ^ucil 
at first to commiserate the condition afiu’Jniserp 
of this people, but was soon after indiicectyrygC?" 
crifice them to his interest, and to^hc'Alliance 
which he had contracted with the Spanish m<5* 
nai ch. He, therefore, banished them from Por¬ 
tugal, but detained their children under vmious 

pretences* 
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pretences. This conduit of the king drove the 
dews to despair, and many of them put an end 
to.their existence. Those who departed the kingS 
ciom endured the most severe hardships and in- 
fmltW and of those who became Christians, 
greatVii^hers were ill treated and massacred, 
dor iheislighlost and most trivial offence^. 

NotviiLhstanding the cruelties and severities 
winch tJhi Jews had Millercd in Spam, tliey weie 
no sonnet hifouncd that Chailes the fifth had 
ascended the throne, than they endeavoured to 
procure a resettlement in that kirlJ^JTnii. For 
this pm pose, tlVy commissioned some of the 
ipost consideiahAnf th^u nation to represent to 
the Spai^sh mofakph, that they suffered under 
tlie servitude ot a Ahy on which tficy were com- 
JeMed to emhHfre, and to whose* rigorous and 
liftifTrtfiLdG^jfcsccutions they were daily ex¬ 
posed ; that thet earned on the whiV'^mmcrce 
«d the nation, anti wei e the mast usei alTVmdper- 
luips the^iK st faithful, sublets m tlie kingdom; 
#nd therefore lequeMcd, t i.it lie an ould he pleased 
to allow thg!|i the free and unrestrained exercise 
of then rehgim, for vj,nnh nrfT f i nrnh' rnt my 
and knidntssylhey rfguged to picsent the kin]$ 
ih th ei^fit Jjfwndrcd thousand crowns of gold. 
The Spuni^l/monarch received them very gia* 
s piously, and the council of Flanders was like* 
jJUisc of option, that their request should be 
a ^ffltq|diimu^;heir offer accepted. (Jurdinjil Xi* 
- jnen^ntoAvever, dissuaded Charles from this re- 
^>oj/rtion, and this lust effoit of the Jcavs was un« 

We slSfll now give an account of tlie eastern 
Jews during the fifteenth, sixteenth, and seven* 
teenth centuries; 

'In 
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In Media, where Ishmael Sophi, chief of the 
family of the PersianTclngs, commenced his con¬ 
quests, they were astonished at his rapid and 
wonderful success, and began to consider him as 
the true Messiah. In this opinion they * Were 
moreover confirmed, by his declaring *htaself a 
A D P ro P^ er sent by God, to inspect/and re- 
1500 ^ orm tbe Mahometan religions That 
prince, however, despised the 4ews, re¬ 
fused their homage and service, and treated them 
with greater severity than any of his subjects. 
In the reign of Abbas the second, a great coun- 
2 ^ cil was convened, in wlfch it was unani- 
1666* mousl y resolved* ^at 'the. Jewish nation 
should, be destroyed'\i*yjiiout drift?- Ac¬ 
cordingly an order was to Persi ms and 

strangers to massacre all the Jev,- without re¬ 
gard to sex, age, or condition,MYf* ek- 
cepted wj-y-hauld be convei tey to the religion 
of Mr^/ontet. The persecution commenced at 
Ispuian, the capital of the kingdom, (extended 
fmth equal sevei ity to the several provinces in¬ 
habited by Jews and continued,.fejicthree years 
Vvithout intcrmissIbkM few oA them tied into 

che dominions of Turkey,'stud otlWs into India ; 
and many pieserved their liVeVVby^tHmfn?^; 
tlieir religion. '1 hose of Ispahanjj-were, how¬ 
ever, very poor, and not numerous. 'They wave 
obliged to pay an annual fcum of tapney to 
king, and t# \vear a garment for the 
finctiom \ 

Bagdad, once the residence of the prince^ oft 
the captivity, was much reduced sinj^r*ftwas 
taken by Amurat the fourth; but had a great 
number of Jewish inhabitants, who, though they 
enjoyed the free and unrestrained exercise of 

their 
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J teir religion, were nevertheless hated and des¬ 
ired by the Persians. In Armenia they art' 
said to h^e lived peaceably; but .i Christian 
being murdered by a Jew, many of the Jewish 
pcopnyiveic crucified, and others burned. In 
Media, Juijng the fifteenth, sixteenth, and seven¬ 
teenth cc^'turie^, they were numerous, and had 
been transplanted thither by Sennacheiib. They 
me s.fid have had one hundred persons for 
evety forty Cluistians thit inhabited Media. 
They spread themselves as far as the foot of 
mount Caucasus; and, we aie tol«I, that the 
princes of Mingr&a and Imiretla pietended to 
be descendants o\kmg David. The ancient 
jn church s GeSMnrbothfi same extrac¬ 

tion ; ahd^he tham««^ that countiy, among 
Other titles, ndiadminself a descendant of Solo- 
piofi, •&L j i*hd|king. Tn these pints is a great 
^fixture of Judaivfci. This was tliQ g * Tjjl state 
of tfie Jews in Persia, Medi<f, Ai mwiia^sk^nd 
some other^provinces in the east, during tboj^ 
centuries now under review. 

It would n^urally be expe&ed, that Judea, 

idoved^Mitftfy, would have 
lvarfmer of Jew's than either 
i$ynf/ It was, indeed, frequently vi- 
levoWes, v ho made a pilgrimage to 
’lem ; lys very lew fixed then abodes in 



.. ountry. JSephet, or Tzepheth, a city of 
c jf^lilee, \vjemitf most populous and # celebrated, 
vliich tiitijews possessed in tins province. This 
uwnienjojed several advantages greater than 
jMsrtest’, -mid the Jew, tlt.it inhabited it were 
“Seated v itlWnme kindness, than those that lived 
/fn any other part of the Ottomafi empire, To 
this city the} sent their cluldien to be mstup&ed 
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in the hebrew language; for It was their opi¬ 
nion, that it could no where else be taught witr: 
equal purity, and Sephet became wha| Tiberias 
was formerly. It is unnecessary to add more,* 
than that there was not a city in Pales^he, in 
which the Jews subsisted so long, aftdfrwith so 
much credit and safety. , / 

The Jews m Syria were much more numerous 
and flourishing than in Judea. They iuways had 
their synagogues and learned men at Damascus. 
They al^o ^obtained from the Christians a cele¬ 
brated plat of ground, »wherc, it is' pretended, 
that Elijah the prophet call pi Elisha to be his 
servant, and in which place Kiev eredted a sut^- 
tuous synagpg" Alfcr^ the Jo-ws/werqfno* 

less numerous; and in tfcftctity Zab^thai Tzjgvj 
was born, who proclaimed hfmttrj^ the Messiah, 
and the deliverer of Israel, ancLrTi3?<!i8 i ft9RLl5out 
to suhto^and destroy the^Ottoman power. 

were induted to credit his assertions, on 
^rcount of an interpretation of a passage in 
Daniel, that the Messiah should appear about 
the year 16*75. The more prude hf, however, of 
that nation becShfct ’Risible, tJiat this intended 
insurrection would occaSten tHsi ruin of all the 
Jews in the Ottoman empire, anil tlibu?/orepro¬ 
nounced him an impostor, ^andwondenined him 
to death. fV 

But Tzevi assembled a gre% eoncouri^of 
Jews atcSpiyma, where he seVerai^times pro^ 
nounced the name Jehovah, and aft^d tftfc 
Jewish liturgy; and the audience not oVly/^ 
knowledged his power and authorijjprlJflrpic^ 
tended they saw something in hi^ person ths^t 
was more than 1 human. He then caused a throng 
to bc/^redted for him and his queen, from which 

he, 
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^ie addressed his subjects; and he gave his fol¬ 
lowers a new form of faith, which they were 
Commanded implicitly to receive. After this he # 
embarked in a small vessel for Constantinople, 
and his disciples went thither by land. The 
Gran^ Seignior being informed of his approach, 
gave owl§js to his vizier to cause him to be ap- 
»prehendy‘4 and bastinadoed, which were accord¬ 
ingly executed. 

'v After ruffering this punishment, Tzevi was 
'In^risoned in the Dardaneis, from whence he 
sent ambassadors to assure the Jews,jh^t he was 
the true Messiah, and to inform them of the mi- 
, racles which he fftd already performed, or still 
to perform.gibing srfterwards detected and 
; prVld to ljean un^^^or, «&j»jnrnanded by 
the sulffJTX^be caraR£ to Adrianople, and put 
t(f death. this punishment, Tzevi and 

Jiis*\Vtfe aptstaSUed from the Jewish faith, and 
were converted yp Mahometanism, Jtfe was, 
however, afterwards beheaded by ordfer of^lie 
Grand Seignior. \> t 

After the death of this impostor, Daniel Is¬ 
rael, a Jew, j^ho had dwelt at^ Smyrna six or 
<!even years, undertook the Jewish 

people, that Tzevi vrttt yet alive and concealed, 
anlTth^ffe w™ld re-appear, according to the 
>rophpey"©f J)mniel fc after the space of forty-five 
Som/fcrodigies which he prelended to 
jrftg&j^shed many of the Jews, and in- 
fuced thejMfo Credit his assertions. # 'Jshe death 
of Cojjj&fco^ however, who maintained the im- 
pftfitar, and who was murdered by his son-in law, 
jjrtflveileu.% deception. The murderer fled into* • 
s| Turkish mosque, and was converted to Maho* 

* metani$mj 
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melanism ; but we aie not told what became o r 
Daniel Isi ul. v 

In Ltlnopn, duimg the fifteenth, si\teenti«v. 
and scientecnth centimes the Jews hud peaee- 
abl), and cisil) m nut lined rheznsehet by thr 
conformit) lint subsisted between thin <iigTon 
and customs and tho-n of the Lthigj lA'ns, who 
boast that the y au ot thi sime hue, fie. r Jht 
Jewish people 1*1 this put nevci lcceucd th# 

'J almud, 1 01 in) ol those UdJnirnfby \ 1 j i 
their uligion is input d. It is no e m ^ ** u 
^diiermyie in vJ it jinod tin Ttws won hi i 
bcttlid in Jit 1 op i. A l*tc U t\edu iitnm> 
us, th it Sjibd, \ ho foil) 1 J tht mono tin ot 
Ab)s inn, w is i Uw*»ss i£d t‘ it hu suoi 
bee une liiv* ,J ' w - r K 4 l1ic of / J le 

aUo till its, that ti d'1*HVs fiom the 

tune ot tlie buildu ot tl O c, to the )Vji 

6 22 dui l bust, wL n thi) 'cifnvflltCd t 
M ili^ *u*t in sm. * 1 hi jcwislAn p^, in tin t i e 
of Oflncliwi ait tiohtmg, a»c s. id to iuu l . 
•"fiabited il c;liai dsj l iou mourn on, s uU 
onh on ( ni si it, v} ill i is n ckt, dnh t s a i i 
dangtwus. jLlllde, til (i (t Ol\u, o II 

A D "*n i n* *hi 1 tin «. 

|l in " othisbiiti i ii h is 4 »\ed w h i it ». 

° * kmdntss b the J ns, \ to ldnT 1 n t ' 

with such bri\ei\ in’ t thire^l^c^ t\tr < 

afierwaids cm >ud h iiiend^h^ md pitfk -im 
The) nuu ti n a th *n cl\cstb^* % hu*«* *n- , 
dependent m iiinci il tl c lomfheiftu mci let tJb> j 
seientctnlh centuiv, po scs^ed ncnlvVirrc pro-* 
Vinces, and wen, con deicd as the anuc^t uiia- 

* Vide Mr Brunch T a»el», *ol i 47i, 4S4 

biUn s 
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bitants of Abyssinia, and known by the name 
pf she pherds •* Socimos, a bold and successful 
prince, attacked them with a powerful army* 
dislodgdti them from their rocks and fastnesses, 
and^dispersed them throughout the kingdom. 

Adhmed, govcrnoi of Egypt, having revolted 
against Wfiliman the second, imposed * l D 
tax of two hundred talents on the F \vs j 
of tfcat kingdom. They, however, plead- ° 

Ikl insolvency, and paid only fifteen talents into 
Y'mTTWirsurjv Upon which, Aclimed command¬ 
ed them to licKurrested and imprispned. This 
order, how ever, Jus aiflmllcd, 1 a the seizure and 
death of Aclmio^^nmselt; 'and the Jews eele- 
Ykated a feast oCthcii dt hverance. 

(Amp iraWiill oiY/ews, J ftibSeV#f*\vhom A 
^’ere ncTSH^rchj^jJsT^'1’he liberty, how- 
^r^wh’cl^Jprgranted to the Jewish >l * 
nat'on, inJVceu them to disperse over that coun¬ 
try, where thcyVexei ciscd a variety of occupa¬ 
tions, and carried on some considerable "rnemi- 
f aft urea.• It is said, that the Jews were mo: 
numerous in jhose part# during tins peiiod, than 
was the wltole of their natiop in the time of 
Moses. * r**"' ** i 

^lule^k rch^y,iRng of Taphilet, having seized^ 
the pw^erty.rt a rich Jew, was thereby enabled 
to Triate hiiyAdf muster of the province of Quj-^ 
A?hfna, and iJ disposses Ids brothci of the UgjP 
'Jimorco and Fez. To recompenc^tne 
Hebrew."for this adl erf oppression tfc an i'ndivi* 
dual,'fie alliAved them their former privileges, 
«fnd created Josuah Ben Hamosheth prince of 
that nation. His brothci Ishrnael, who succeed* 


* Vide Mr Brlice’s Travels, vol. u p 
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ed him in the kingdom, was a still greater friend/' 
and benefactor of the Jewish people, and he' 
.made one of them his envoy to the different- 
courts of Europe, who concluded the peace with 
the United Provinces, A. D. 1684. 

The Jews had been a long time settjf&i at 
Oran, and were intrusted with some af.the most 
lucrative and considerable offices in, the city. 
Their fidelity and affection to the Sparyards^ 
however, were such, notwithstanding the trea>^ 
ment they had received from them, that, 

A D town t0 the fyhmsh soldiers; 

blit this service, aud many others which 
they performed, dujAiOt prevent them 
from suffering banishmeiiV fin. the province^?! 
Suz also, they • J and ^oujis]jii 7 g p 

in the capital of that priffCTtolity t^ey'n’lid a rich 
and stately synagogue, whicmwl;^served by Se¬ 
veral priests and officers. Thev^iad^he7r]tk1ge«t 
and intjerpi eters of the law, w/io were maintain¬ 
ed at £ne charge df th<f people. In the kindgom 
of Fez, their synagogues having becifc demolish- 
^ ed,Muley Mahomet not only caused them 

1660* to r ^ ll ^ t y hut appointed a Jew his 
treasiuer^Tiv^cmie ministei. 

Though we have hitluJKi? seen the Jews fa¬ 
voured and protected by the po^es in^fedyjUhat 
^ warlike pontiff, Jolyi thi I t\VWrtVtliird, f . 
1412* ra,sfic ^ a dreadful and destwnftive petvGtffij-Jj 
tion against them. Not 
'mr 9 with oppressing them in*hi§*wn domi¬ 
nions, he wrote to the queen-regent ofiJSpain, 
during the minority of her son John, and aesipeJ 
her to a Cl in the same manner. 1 o this requests 
she immediately acceded, and sixteen thousand 
of the Jewish nation were compelled to ab]ure\ 

their 



THE JFW3. 63 

fcheir religion; whilst those who were obsti¬ 
nate, and refused to apostatise fiom the faith,# 
were condemned to the flames, or massacred by 
the populace. Nicholas the second, however, 
haviiig soon after ascended the papal chair, he 
comforted, and protected the Jews, and sup¬ 
pressed tl\e inquisitors. He also sent letters into 
lSpaiij, to prevent those in that kingdom from 
Being compelled to abjure their religion. 

not long enjoyed pope Nicholas's 
patronage anu\wptedhon, before anytl^r perse¬ 
cution was raisedXgamst them. In the bishopric 
^f Trent, and in SKtlie cities of Venice, the po¬ 
pulace were so ipuOT packed against them, that 
nlund^rcd aiiv? uftasW^xoIv.kL whom they 
% fountrf*afi!?^£ dog/*£nd senate were under the 
n^iessity of ftratposing their authority, to sup¬ 
press the riot a/’d slaughter. The Jews, how¬ 
ever, were afterwards expelled Trent. 

Pope Alexander the sfteth ftot only received 
those Jews # whom the kings of Spain and Portu¬ 
gal had banished, but enjoined their brethren at 
Home, who h#fl treated them with great neglect, 
to give them every assist xnx fTi‘ their power for 
establishing thenisek^s m his dominions. He 
the same privileges as the Jews 
Jiad fo j fttgtfy t'jjoyed ; and endeavoured to pro- 
Ctftse.mem the'fl-ee and unrestrained exercise of 
thfcu* in all the other states of Italy. 

Under pope Paifl the third, the Hebrews ^ j) 
had berime so numerous and powerful, . f r „q 
that cardinal, Sadolet inveighed against 
this holiness, and asserted that the pontiff w as 
Under to the Jew's than to the Christians. 

/ Paul the fourth treated the Jewish people with 
great harshness and ligour, and issued tfo> se- 

G 2 v^rc 
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vere edicts against them ; but pope Pius the fifth j . 
(* -p. behaved with still greater severity, 

J 569* not on ^ restr *^ e ^ them in their^religioua 
*" worship, but charged them with several 4 
ctimcs and misdemeanois, for which they/'were 
expelled all places of his dominions, excepting 
the cities of Rome and Ancona. Sextus the 


fifth sided with greater openness and* sincerity, 
and decl.ired that the profit and advafitagg', 
which he received fiom the Jewish me^djan^^ 
Were the principal motives foi hjm ‘■‘^crating that 
people. * 'I r lus pope revoked the hulls and 
edids, which his picdecessoiA' l,lt ^ issued against 
them; but Clement jhconfirmed 
bull of pope^hst the Jews, 
were theicby expelled th f ‘ 1 . .u e s. 

During the fifteenth, sixtcen^^J seventeenth 
centuries, the Jews in Germany afid the more 
northern countries were extremely numerous^ * 


but much poorer,* and worse treated by the priests 
and popul.ice, than those of Italy, pre.it num¬ 
bers had settled at Thuringa and Misnia, m 
which places the landgraves exuded of them 
vast sums of rinm«^for the peace and liberty 
which they enjoyed. Lt>4*s the tenth, duke of 

11 • I • t 1 . T —T I * « 1 


confiscated all their cfFeds, and jyre&^Lpuhhc 1 


edifices in jhe places where they liaa inhabited. , 
Some years after, those of Niuemberg, wdio 
w r ere numerous and wealth), w ere banished fi trrr" 


that city. The citizens changed tlicm with se : 
veral crimes and misdemeanors", that they might 


endeavour to palliate their seventy ; blit the re*l 
raustf for this treatment of the Jews, appears to 

have 
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have been their wealth and effects. The bishop 
of Cologne soon after followed the example of 
the citizens of Nuremberg, and expelled them 
his diocese. 

The Jgws of Mersburgh, who pretended to 
have been settled there ever since the destruc¬ 
tion of Jesusalem, were banished from that city 
S&nd diocese by the bishop. The emperor ^ p 
JbcdMand the first, however, received 
and protecteS^heni. Ever since the tenth 
century, the JeVs, on. account ofth£ services 
which they had "Vidcred the Chilians against 
-*he banditti, bad iiV<I peaceably and happily in 
Bohemia; but a avmg destroyed 

that^mgdom, theyVeie accused, 
afid found of being accessaries to it. 

Those, tlje^eK*!e, that escaped death, were ex¬ 
pelled the kingdom, but weie afterwards re* 
called. * • 

The Jejvs in Hungaiy were greatly decreased 
in number, towatds the conclusion of the six- 
tccMith centippy ; and that the ernperor might 
compel them to leave his,dr*V»iions with greater 
celei it\, he impose^ ca them a double tax, which 
it <#!fs supposed they could scarcely be able to 
pay.. persecution was raised against 

this people in tV! or a via; and many were burned| 
and put ^catli, before any assistance could b? 
rendered Them# Those in Fran coni ^ being ac¬ 
cused of setting fire to several houses in the 
town of Bamberg, were plundered of their effects* 
[n Vienna the Jews had obtained such ^ 
:reditf that they w ere permitted to ere<5t a jggQ* 
lately and sumptuous synagogue, but the 
juilding was scarcely finished, when the emperor 
‘xpelled them from that capital, and converted 

G 3 sh$ic, 
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their synagogue intfe a church. After the death 
'of the empress, however, they were Recalled, 
and admitted to several posts and titles of ho¬ 
nour. They were also numerous and flourishing 
in most of the other cities of that empire, and 
in the provinces of Kervia, Croatia, Moldavia, 
and Valantina. In Holland, they enjoyed greater 
libei ty and quietness, and were more flourishing' 
and wealth) than in any other p.ut of theworLS 
, We have now brought the hi stops oPtoe eastern 
and wcsiVn* Jews to the close kfi he seventeenth 
centiu y. It remains only, jjycieiore, that we 
give a short account of tJ^Wpresent state anj, 
Condition of tlns^ ^ef py^ r. £ a* f 

k1l Ot the ten tribes cairied ny 

jShalmanerer, and of ihe civ^Uyr*vvhei e they 
-settled, we liave received no ceirCm^nd authen¬ 
tic information, unless we are to suppose, that 1 
the) still exist m Persi,*, under the denomination 
of Afghans, who, according to their own tradi¬ 
tion's, are descendants of the Jews. # ’We learn 
from the book of Esdras, that the ten tribes, 
after a wundeiing^uurney, arrived at a countiy 
-Culled Arsareth ; xxherc, wjjh great prohahilit), 
We may suppose that they settled. ^Nowhc 
most accurate historians of Persia that 

Afghans are descended fiom t^e Jews, which, 
some measure, corroborates arid ^renders cre¬ 
do their traditions of the same import. It is 
o asseried, that their families are still distin- 
(wshed by the names of Jewish tribes, though,, 
Snce their conversion to the f aith of Mahomet, 
they have been extremely studious of conceal^ 
ing their origin and descent. The language' 
they use, is said to have a manifest resemblance 
io the chaldaic \ and a considerable district of 
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the country which they inhabit, is called Haza- 
teth, or Jlazaret, which might easily have been 1 
changed into Arsareth.* 

The Tuikish empire, however, is the principal 
retreat of the Jews. At Constantinople and vSa- 
lnnichi arc more numerous than m any other 
pait. In Fez, Moiocco, and other African 
^tatef are gie.’t numbers of Jews; and in the 
phenol paits of that continent, they have so far 
conloi’mPtPft^hc ldigion ot Mahomet, as to le- 
cite in public, pikers fiom the Koran. They 
aie dispensed nuVGcmi.m) ; but aie more Ja/b* 
'tieious in P jland/Ja' liuania, and Russia. 
pi iLestant couiiLi eS in ■ * * i. e treated with greR 
nnldhii’ y’iJAhuitj ; and in li.njjftind, they are 
UAseh uIIoa ;];• fill] liberty ot their religion^ 
an. umcstiainfcd tieedomof commeice, and the 
quiet ai d peaceable enjoyment of then piopeUy, 
though a J'liei il attempt mjde to nilmah/e 
them about hall a centuiy ago, laded Irom po* 
pul.ii ignAame and liiiulci ance. 


-tdi\p. i. 


f>/ 4* u.a in Genetal. 


A T Vlmt tine this vast continent was first 
distinguished by the title of d tfigtmft, of 
third, pait of the world, it would be no easy 
nuttei to determine. Strabo, who was only ac¬ 
quainted Vith those kingdoms of Aliica which 

t^hc Romans reduced under theirtpower, thought 
\ 

i 

* Vwle Amalie Researches, vol. u. p. 76. 

it 
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% it too inconsiderable to deserve that distin&ion ; 
and though Ptolemy was better informed with 
reject to the continent of Africa, and much of 
his account of its geography and natural history 
has been lately confirmed by indisputable evi¬ 
dence, he was nevertheless in the daik respecting 
many of its component parts. The African and 
Arabian geographers are extremely ignorant o# 
their own countly, and in then 
scriptions have onvtted the vlijj{t of That terri- 
tory, whn holies between* the j 'Jile and the Red 
Bcf (<re the close of tly, fifteenth century, 
JKanueJ. king of Portpqp’, ^excited by a desire 
6t discoverm^j^xj^-yrfi the East Jndic^, up- 
,|>ointed a few ships lor that expq$Lrtf&i^*Knii!f 
’'doubled the Cape of Good Htop^ySrid explored 
fh? eastern and western coasts of*the Afri£m ( 
continent. A few factories, hewever, near the 
sea, could have little or no opportunity of ac¬ 
quiring a knowledge of the interior j^irt of the 
country, even had it accorded with the objects 
they had in view. It is to the lidtymr of Eng¬ 
land, that a society of noblemen and gentlemen 
associated for the purpe^ of exploit ng the 
internal regions of Africa, and whose C^f £oVeties 
have thrown more light on the aeo^rttfmy and 
natural history of that cor*inen^ than all the 
ttmt«d labouis of two thousand years. 

Africa environed by the ^ca.Vxcejffting only 
the isthmus of Sue-«, which is a narrow £etk of 
land of seventy miles in breadth, and which*- 
unites it to Asia. It has been compared to an 
irregular pyramid inverted, the northern partly 
constituting thehase, which runs along the shores 
pf the Mediterranean, and the Cape of Good 
Hope forming the apex or top. Its utmost ex¬ 
tent 
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tent fiom north to south, from Cape Bona, in the 
Mediterranean, to the Cape of Good Hope, is 
four thousand iluee hundred miles; and its* 
breadth from east to west, fiom Cape Verd to 
Cape Guarda-fui, near the straits of Babelman- 
clel, is tbiee thousand five hundred miles; the 
whole intruding an extent fiom tlnrly-five de¬ 
crees noith latitude, to twenty-eight south, and 
yrom*thiity-thiec degrees east to seventeen de- 
g.^es west longitude irom London. It appears, 
therefore} tila* neaily two-thirds of the continent 
of Afi ica .ire slrti ited within the torrid tone, and 
that the equator tlivides it almost in the middle. 
The northern part however, is more exten¬ 
sive and most expose'* the i vertical rays of 
.■'yk'ch being refie&ecl IrGrti vast deserts 
o£ burning sb.nd, the heat becomes excessive*^ 
and, in many places, insupportable to Euro¬ 
peans. 

All ica may be dividcdjntojfour parts; 

I. The islands which surround this continent; 
in the Mediterranean and Red Sea, and on the 
eastern and wiestei n coasts. 

C J. The country of the whitps, comprehending 
Eg) pt, Barbary, Nunudia, of Biledulgerid, and - 
Ztu: .ff or t[ic D/Wcrt. 

x i.it of the blacks, including Nigritia, Gui¬ 
nea, and Nub {a. • 

f. Uppei and Lower Ethiopia, the former of 
which comprehends the vast empire of Abyssinia 
andpjfrts adjacent; the latter inchftlet the king¬ 
doms lif Congo, Angola, Loango, and CafFtaria, 
along Jthe western, or Atlantic; and those of 
Monqmotapa, Sofola, and along the coasts of 
Zanquehai and \jan, on the e.mtern, or Indian 
Ocean; together with the inland kingdoms of 

Monemugii 
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Monemugi, Manica, Chicova, See . and other va¬ 
rious nations, of which we shall aftei wards make 
mention. 0 

* All the inhabitants of this vast continent, 
though distinguished tinder avaiiety of denomi¬ 
nations, according to their different Aquations, 
tribes, and forms of government, arc, neverthe- 
less, commonly included in the two-fold distinc-. 
tion of Mocrs and Ncgioes, or of Arabs and 
Afiicans. With respect to the an cient Jnhabi- 
tants of this courtry, who .11 e ry numerous, 
we might e&pedl to find ir so vaist a tract of land, 
and so great a variety of nations, and govern¬ 
ments, a proportionable diversity of people, re¬ 
lative to the qualifications of mind and of body; 
pm, on the contrary, a general unlronirtiy*'pL r i - 
Vades those various regions and people. 44 Afll 
the negro nations,” says Mr. Park;.- 44 that fell 
under my observation, though divided into a 
number of petty independent states, subsist 
chiefly by the same means, live nearly in the same 
temperature, and possess a wonderful similarity of 
disposition ” 

, It is 1 omarkablo- that the Negroes, how black 
soever Wiien in health, aie .no sooner attacked 
with -sickness, than they giadihdly pale 

and whitish, actciding to the natiTre-tind in\H> 
teiacy of the disease; but when idead, they re- 

S |ue their original b»a».kness. Most of the Af- 
pfe natb r es f have been always sKidiflfed to ido- 
tfy, witchcraft, and other superstition.', rites 
and customs, which it is supposed they lV&eivt^J 
from the ament Egyptians. In many jfails of 
Africa, hew ever, some relics of Judaism are dts- 
c erm ble. Y* itif respett to the Christian religion, 
we are told tuat it was established here at a very 

early 
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e:uly period, by the eunuch of queen Candace; 
but in Abyssinia, where it was first propagated 
and established, and where it flourished tor some 1 
time with great splendour, it has been miserably 
Horn by factions and schisms. There is a variety 
of Christians, however, dispersed throughout 
Africa. , 

' But the religion of Mahomet hath made the 
greatest and most rapid progress in this country. 
Whether, however, through the ignorance of its 
propagators* or the depravity of the converts* 
Mahometanism >s here deprived of many of its 
austerities and most of "its virtues. One would 
scarcely, indeed, imagine, nor would a faithful 
mussulman acknowledge, that it is the same re¬ 
ligion, which the Arabian Prophsf taught his 
dftcrpies. 1 ijc Negroes have neither mosques, 
no*t observe any weekly festival. 

The Africans are generally considered as an 
indolent and inactive people ; but perhaps with¬ 
out much reason. The nature of the climate is, 
indeed, unfavourable to great corporeal exer¬ 
tions; but stndly and properly speaking, a 
people cannot be called indolent and inactive, 
whose sustenance is derived, wot from the spon- 
taQegu&.produdtiorH'of nature, but from personal 
iabofer, °y:ivfty^ i Hnufai5tuies and mechanics, and 
rife necessary arts of life, aie known and prac¬ 
tised by them. 

jp Before the Europeans visited this continent, 
"the commerce of Africa was inconsiderable, and 
principally confined to the eastern coasts, and to 
'thttse on the Red Sea; and was chiefly carried 
vpn By*the Arabs, Persians, Armenians, and Ma¬ 
hometans. Since that time, the Italians, French, 

“ r» t* I 
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English, Dutch, Spaniaids, and Pottugitcse, 
settled several colonies and factories in diffeient 
parti. This trade chiefly consists of grjlj, slaves, 
lvoiy, and a great variety of odoriferous gums 
The commerce with Aixica promotes the imports 
and consumption of European commodities and 
manufactures; as those ol silken, w* mllen, and 
linen; and of iron and copper, vi ought into a 
great vaiiety of utensils and \\ aihke instruments.** 
The Moors aie supposed to have beenfoi- 
merly a diffeient people from thrPCTabs or Sa¬ 
racens, SvHo extended themselves ovci the eastern 
parts of Africa, and spread then conquests to 
its most western coasts. But they line been so 
intermixed with that race, and have adopted so 
many of their manners and custQ ns, ' 

are seal cely to be distinguished lYvim e ich otlyu. * 
The Arabs svlio abandoned the wundoimg 
and inegular mode of life, at.d s&tled m towns 
and villages, apply themselves to tiadu uid ma¬ 
nufactures ; or employ then time m agiicultmc, 
and the breeding of camels and Ifojs's. The 
most considerable class of Aialx>, bovvevci, con¬ 
sists of those who live in debris and tent . 
They are divided into separatetiibes 01 families, 
each of which is subject to'^ief^rn ‘bJL ^, v ,bo 
exercises unlimited authoiity d r<y: v '-d 
own horde, and acknowledges no allegiance to'a* 
toxnmon sovereign. '1 hey In c m continual fe( i 

* \ 

* u With the roligon, thev wen* proud v» idnpt tli 
language, name, and ougin of \nlv the I>¥»nd ol tK' 
stiangeivand natives wav incensihh mingled *, /\dfr<vg tl/ , 
, Kupliratis to the Atlantic the same uationpniVM-v em J > 
bt diffused over the baud) plains of Asia amir Afinw. •— 
bibbnt* * 

.and 
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and distrust; and are always prepared to make 
hostile and predatory excursions, or to avoid 
great and imminent dangers. ■ 

I Camels, and other beasts of burden, being ex¬ 
tremely necessary to them, the Arabs are fre¬ 
quently compelled to change their place of abode, 
tp procurd for them fresher and more verdant 
pastures.. On account of these frequent de¬ 
campments, they are obliged to make use of 
light and moveable tents, some of which are 
constructed oi camels and goafs hair. This 
cloth is manufactured by the women j$x such a 
manner, that il is pi oof against the heaviest and i 
most violent rains which fall in Africa. The 
other tents are rather a portable kind of hut, 
imposed of the hark of trees, cr«of some sort 
o£ wood proper lor the puipose and so con¬ 
trived as to he ereCled, or taken down, with great 
ease and expedition. I’oth ur ds of terns are 
of e circular form, the top of which pr» jeCts in 
the shape of a < * nc- ancf under it is placed the 
chimney, eahidi erves ira !ead of windows to 
adnnt the air *nd light. 

The womdn have i . only the whole care and 
management ol these houses? < d of the rest of 
aflaijg** out they are also doomed to 
ift^Aeanest and most slavish employ¬ 
ments. They grind. bake, brew, and dress all 
the victuals for the household; and they fetch 
wood ar&wat^r, milk the cattle, and take care # 
of theijfnusband’s horses; but in diff&ent parts 
of Affica, different customs will be found to 
pi^aij The women are generally fond of 
H^ornmg •themselves with gold chains, pearls, 
and beads. ■ The houses, or teqf s, in which the 
females reside, are interdicted to all men, ex- 
Vol.XIII. H cept 
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cept their husbands; and if any Arab issopoorj 
. as not to possess a separate tent, or hut, he will 
receive visitors, and transact his businf ss in the 
open air. 

Next to their wives, the Arabs value their 
horses, or mares, the latter of which, on account 
of their milk, (which forms a part of tlieirfood) 
and of the colts they produce, are esteemed pre¬ 
ferable. The mares and colts are admitted into 
the tents, where they remain loose with the rest 
of the family, and frequently serve for pillows 
Or bolsters on which the children recline*. The 
Arabs are extremely careful in the choice and 
preservation of their biccd, and more e*a& in 
observing tb^ genealogy of their horses than of 
themselves. 

The usual dress of the men is a kind of slflrt 
#ext the skin, which descends to thg knee, and* is 
suspended over a pair of dtawus which cover 
the ancles. Ovbr this, the richer Arabs wear 
a short jacket, called a caphlan, which has long 
and strait sleeves, and is girt with a broad sash, 
surrounding the body several time^. This caph- 
fian is commonly tirade of fine cloth cr serge ; 
and sometimes, though very Rarely, of >»1t’ ; blit 
among the inferior Arabs, it is\^/\.'fa<Ttured of 
blue or black cotton cloth . f Astfre^ wear uo 
belts, the scimitar, or cutlass, is gei erally in- 
v serted between the girdle and caphtyn. The 
girdles agelong and wide, mantffa&uit i of silk 
or cotton, and curiously embroidered. ‘he use 
of stockfngs is scarcely known in Africa. In¬ 
stead of shoes, they wear a kind of spek* iuade 
of Morocro leather, and reaching .to the anchC 

* M. Sonntni ol serves, that in Fgypt tlie cattle arre jc* 
CustofDcd ui share the shelter of the Bedouins. 
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The common people usually have their heads 
and legs uncovered. The chief, however, of 
the tiib^ and others also distinguished among 
£hem, a- orn their heads with red caps, encircled 
Tj/ several rounds of white cotton, and formed 
in the shape of ;l turban- 
. The wmnen wear long drawers, and shifts 
over them. Their caphtan is fastened to their 
bodies with a sash or giidle, similar to that 
of the men, but generally of more value, and 
having a greater variety of colours and em¬ 
broidery. Over the caphtan, the female also 
wears a large mantle dr robe, of a rich azure 
hue, which descends to the feet. Their heads 
and hands are covered with a veil; and their 
£$j*s, necks, and arms, are adorned with rings 
ai$ bracelets of gold and silver. Their feet are 
£gyered wish socks, or pumps, similar to those 
of the men.* The women, however, of inferior 
rank, cover their bodies .witlj only a piece of 
cloth, which they wrap about their breasts, 34$ 
which destends no lower tha.Q the knee. In* 
stead of pearls and diamonds, these make use 
of pieces of c©ral or glass, with which they de¬ 
corate the hair.y They marf their foreheads, 
dutt^ith a kind of paint $ but as 
/ejJfr.Vcs frequent renewal, they some^ 
time's puyture it into the skin, which reader! 
Jibe imprefsion indelible.* 

The h/nad of the Arabs consists of millet, 
mai/JHjgr rice, made into cakes. Theif drink ip 
commonly water; but they brew a small liquor, 
distil a kind of spirit, sufficiently strong 
l*jjjitojicute. They eat fish and flesh of several 

* Iu Malta aud some other places a similar custom pre- 

H % sorts. 
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sorts, but never of both sit one meal, nor in any 
m large quantity. The live* uf the Bedouins,” 
say* M. Sonnini, “ unnlt. uniform, ard unin- 
jured by excesses, arc extended to the t un fixec|j 
by nature. They live to he v^ry old, an,d> in 
their advanced :u 5 e, they arc conspicuous for a 
respectable and truly patriarchal appliance 
Thev are no less fiiendi, and hospitable in their 
hab-titrns to strange is who visit them* and 
•whom they treat with singular frankness and 
cordiality. “ Here, (among the Arabs or Be¬ 
douins) that hypocritical politeness, those lying 
"expressions of civility, with which peopk mu¬ 
tually overwhelm each other in our fashionable 
Circles in Europe, while they reciprocally agree 
to place no confidence, are unknown. Here 
simple and natural offers are made of obj«£ts 
equally simple, to refuse which would excise* 
jeal pain in the minds of those who make them, 
^jile the acceptance «cf their hospitable gifts is 
' re to fill them with gratitude, and at the same 
le you run no risk of being burthensome to 
your host.f” • 

The Arabs areonever instructed* in the know¬ 
ledge of physic or philosophy. There ^re per¬ 
sons, indeed, among them, whsftja^jrtS^o tbih*. 
skill in those sciences ; but whatMhiy 
them is acquired by expedience, hallt, or cusl 
tom, assisted by strength of memory fend readi^ 
ness of invention. They have* adopted, how-4 
lever, a regular course of pharmaey forvkSeuses, 
and of surgery for wounds and son*, 
former chiefly consists of vegetables, \-uid fftel 

• • c - r 

* Vide Travel m Upper and bower Egypt, 
t Sonmm’s Travels. 
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latter of outward applications. They have in¬ 
troduced inoculation for the small-pox, but in a g 
ruder ii^mner than what is practised in China. 
^Tlie zealous and faithful Musselmen, however, 
are greatly inimical to all kinds of inoculations 
for that disease; and they not only decry it as 
an impiots method of tempting Divine Provi¬ 
dence, but recount a number of frightful stories, 
in offder to deter the people from the practice. 

All the Arabs in Africa, of whatever kind and 
description, are divided into tribes or families 
called dow-wars. Th§ chief's tent it always 
known by its situation, winch is in the center of 
the daw-war.* The sheichs, or chiefs, are gene¬ 
rally armed with short pikes, or javelins, and 
■are so expert in using those weapons, th*at though, 
tiding in full gallop they seldom miss their 
but vill kill a man at fifty, or hit the 
middle of .1 jSlnte at foi ty paces distance. They 
have also a cutlass and a/piiver of arrows; and 
as they themselves are very skilful in all kinds 
of mihtarf adhons, so they are no less careful 
that those wh<# are under them, and their horses, 
be inured to •the same exercise, insomuch that 
the agility and address of the one, and the doci¬ 
lity and the other, in attacking or 

fr/im-ah enemy, are justly admired by^ 
ill Europeans, who have been witnesses of their 
lisciplinefanJ exploits. They make no use of 
ire-arms? as they know not the manne^of using 
theijneiHiorseback, nor how to keep them in pro¬ 
per order. The Arabs generally make a fu- 

M.Sonmni informs us, that the tent of SUeick Hus- 
senTJ which he visited, was disting uished-from the rest by 
nothing but a large plume of black ostrich feathers, placed 
*a-thd summit. 

H 2 ficus 
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nous onset; but when attacked, or in danger of 
, being overpowered, they suddenly disperse, to 
avoid the assault of the ent my, and afterwards 
rallying, they return to the charge with ini edif 
ble celerity. In those feigned retreats, thqy do 
the greatest injury to encinicv r bo are un¬ 
acquainted with their manner of hghf/ They 
are so inured to matters of a mint by nature 
from their infancy, that they consider war as 
their greatest happ.ness, and pin sue it with in¬ 
trepidity and biavery. They are persuaded 
that Providence udainQd it for them, "n ’ theie- 
fore never commence an attack without say¬ 
ing, in a serious and reverent man er, that they 
do it in the name of God , nor conclude a success*' 
ful expedition without repeating the words, Gch§ 
be praised! ° 

I Next to their warlike excursions, their - 
cipal and most delightful occupation is hunting 
or racing, in bot£i of which they are no less ac- - 
tive and expert. Their marriages are nothing 
more than a bargain between the father of the 
intended bride and her intended husband. They 
consist for the most part, in an agreement, that 
Jfcbeyoung man shall pay so niimy camels, horses, 
4^'eep, and cows, to the fathrtkjjrf&'tfre woman. 
'^Fhe purchase is no sooner concKfdeA, tffiHjNif'* 
young man is allowed to visit his future hridj 
m a separate tent, where, attired in tile best an! 
most costly apparel and ornanftnts llecan 
fbrd, she is piepared to receive him. \pftHJs a J 
relic of the ancient manner, in which the patrw 
arch$ manned. The bride is then concbw*rt"tcl 
her husband on horseback, or on a camel, csd 
accompanied ftrith loud acclamations and songs. 
\Vhen an Arab dies, women who^ii\ha^- 
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Vhat tent or hut alarm the whole dow-war, or 
distrift, with their outcries and lamentations, 
and arct speedily joined m the same frightful 
^chorus by all the other females. The men, 
nowever, even the nearest relations to the de¬ 
ceased, whatever inward grief they suffer, are 
unwillinglto express their feelings in any other 
manner than by a grave and composed deport¬ 
ment. The torpse is carried to some neigh¬ 
bouring eminence, where it is deposited in a 
grave, and covered with earth. A mound of 
stones is then raised over it, which seizes for a 
monument, and for a defence against beasts of 
prey. 

Though t;he wandciing Arabs are, for the 
most part, Mahometans, they havt? no mosques 
throughout th ; s vast continent. The c.lsc. how- 
is otherwise with those vho inhabit towns 
:tnd villages? and are employed in trade or agri- 
' culture, and who have eitery jvlierc their places 
of worship. 

, The caravans which are made use of by this 
letter description of Arabs, in cairying on their 
(traffic with uhe interior parts of Africa, fre¬ 
quently perform^ a journey of seven hundred 
leagues inr-catent. They travel into the king- 
^^-bf jfombuctoo, and other neighbouring 
nations, 'Miere the/ procure of the inhabitants 
gold, in* exchange for trinkets, pieces of iron 
and bra^sf andother commodities of little value. 
Jn this-journey they pa r s through ?ast desert 
of sand of two hundred leagues in length, in 
Vfrjch water is scarcely to be found. But the 
% 90 st dreadful and imminent dangers to which 
the traveller in this vast desert is subject, are idle 
sand winds. The following is the description 

of 



80 ' AFRICA* 

of one by Mr. Park, which happened during 
his confinement in the Great Desert. “ The 
force of the wind was not in itself veryjgreat: it 
was what a seaman would have denominated 
stiff breeze \ but the quantity of sand and dust car-" 
ried before it was such as to darken ihe whole 
atmosphere. Il swept along from to west 
in a thick and constant stream, and the air was 
at times so dark and full of sand, that it was 
difficult to discern the neighbouring tents.*” 
Sometimes, however, we are assured, that those 
tempests*. are so violent, that whole caravans 
have been buried beyona all possible recovcry.f 
The African horses are small, but well 
shaped, fleet, and beautifully coloui ed. Those 
of the Arabc) however, are by far the best, and 
most esteemed, not by the Africans only, butj^y 
strangers of eveiy country. They exceed jjd 
other creatures, except the dant, in swiftness of 
foot. The camel.is tl^e most useful and neces-. 
sary animal that Africa possesses. u Without 
this beast, which natuie formed to endure hun* 

f er, thirst, and all the inconveniences attending 

eat and drought, vast plains <of sand and 

stones, and arid mountains rugged with rocks, 

would,have proved insurmourfeWe*,barriers to 

man: with him numerous trobps treaeL^j}^ 

moving sands, and exhibit atWonderfu]f\specthcle\ 

^ the observer, who is astonished to behold men! 

& places which appear formed «to repel every 

thing that breathes $ with him circulate alh,the 
* 

* Vide Park's Travels in the interior of Africa, p. 

+ Somewhat similar to this appears Mr Bruce's account 
of the moving pillars of sand in the deserts of Aratffa, 
whose tops reachdri tho clouds, and whose motion ex¬ 
ceeded that of the swiftest horee. - * 

treasures 
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treasures of the east; with him the solitary tra¬ 
veller fears not to erter the spacious void that 
separateG one people ^rom another.*” 

\ The dromedary is a smaller and more slender 
species of the camel. It is no less useful for its 
swiftness than the other fot the burthens it car¬ 
ries, and' ^ generally employed foi c ^edition. 
For ten days together it will travel at the r ate 
of forty leagues a day, with a small pittmee of 
barle' and v aier.f It has protuberances on its 
bach, \. I ich form a natural saddle for the rider. 
It can a,so endure hunger, thirst, end great fa¬ 
tigue. Other dcmesL* animals, such as bulls, 
cows, asses, sheep, and goats, are also in great 
plenty and variety in Africa. 

At # the head el the catalogue of the wild or 
sat age animals, which this country produces, 
-ere may justly place the elephant, which is a 
noble and excellent beast, and equally celebrated 
"for its surprising qualities of sense, docility, 
courage, and usefulness, as for its superior 
strength and size above all other quadrupeds. 
In every part bf A frica, however, it is wild, fe¬ 
rocious, and destructive ; 1105 have any of the 
inhabitants of thja vast continent attempted to 
tame this a’Ahnal, and to render it serviceable. 
ptJZ Whatever devastation the elephants make in 
the lands/that are sbwn, and which seems to be 
done for ^he sake of sustenance, they never at- 

# 

r * * 'Soumm's Travels in Upper a 'id Lower Egypt 

•f tl The most extraordinary journey of th,s kmd, w sdv» 
M. Sonnuu, “ which I ever heard mention*.'!, \%a<? jnade 
,by a dedouni, who was oiicii pointed oul*to me at C'jtq. 
lrcf*trav?lled fro.n that city to Mecca, a dr^tapc' of more 
than four hundred leagues, in five days ; J for which the ca¬ 
ravan of pilgrims employs upwards of tinny da) -> ” 


fark 
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tack men or women, unless Erst assaulted or ex¬ 
asperated by abuse. 

The rhinoceros, which derives its a^ellation 
from the horn on its nose, is likewise a native oj 
Africa; and though this animal is inferior in 
bulk to the elephant, it excels him in the bfcauty 
and comeliness of its shape and skiiy the latter 
of which is surprisingly variegated with speckles 
in tufts of black and grey. The back of this 
animal appears to be adorned with a natural 
saddle, and its sides and ribs extend, as if em¬ 
bossed, down to its belly. The skin of its back 
is so hard, that a lance will scarcely penetrate 
it; and its hide is so deeply furrowed, as to ap¬ 
pear armed with scales. The nose resembles 
that of a bear, on the top of which grows the 
horn eredl and perpendicular, and which "is gf a 
lighter or darker brown, according to the age of 
the animal. 'I here is a manifest'difference be¬ 
tween the rhinoceros, of Africa and Asia; that 
of the latter having but one horn on its nose, 
and the other having besides this a second on its 
forehead, and a third on its back#* 

The next in rank and size i? the garaffa, 
called by the Arabs zarafa,* and by Pliny and 
other ancients camelopard, raauits beautiful 
spots, resembling the leopard. It is aban^je 
height of a camel, but much more Render anilf 
finely shaped. Its hind legs are cansiderabli 
shorter than those before: a cirfumsUmce whicll 
gives thfe aMimal a grand and majestic appear, 

* Mr Bruce tells us, that the Agageers, or hunters of) 
the rhinoceros)' assert they frequently me^t with thosp 
that have three horns, none of which are on the UH™, 
but all growing ifi a straight line, ami nearly perpendicular 
fio the os J'hndis, or nose. 
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ance; especially as its neck rises in an almost 
upright jscent, and terminates in a small and 
' beautiful head, similar to that of a deer or an¬ 
telope. The skin of its breast is smooth, and 
sleek*; the hair a mixture of black and white; 
its tail lojig and slender, and its gait and pace 
slow and gradual; excepting when frighted or 
•pursued, when it becomes extremely fleet and 
nimble. These animals generally frequent woods 
and deserts, avoid the habitations and sight of 
men, and never associate with other quadrupeds. 
One great inconvenience, however, attends their 
ereft front, and the great length of their fore¬ 
legs ; without much difficulty they cannot graze 
on the ground, but generally feed oi\ the leaves 
and branches of trees. 

r f he dantc, or lante, is about the size of a buf- 
faloc, or wild,bull, but much slenderer in its 
_&hape, and more capable of moving with cele¬ 
rity. 11 is naturally wild, very shy, and being 
likewise swjft of foot, it is difficult to catch or 
overtake it, except in the summer season, when 
the burning siqid parches and shrivels its hoofs 
to such a degree, that it is disabled from run¬ 
ning. At all othev times those animals run with 
such incredible speed, that no other creature is' 
ajf/le to keep pace vutti them. It would extend 
beyond the limits of this rapid survey, to notice 
;'ll the animals existing on this vast continent; 
/Suffice it, therefore, to observe, with--regard to 
c tlie rest, that lions, tigers, leopards, panthers, 
wolves, foxes, buffaloes, wild boars, hvaenas, elks,, 
stggs, roebucks, and monkies, are to oe found ia 
great abundance and variety in rpany districts 
of Africa, and some of them in each. 

The ostiich is certainly the most jlhgular of 

the 
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tlie winged tribe. This inhabitant of the dry 
and barren deserts of Africa seems to consti¬ 
tute the link of gradation between the feathered 
and animal creation. The general opinion isj 
that its lood consists of whatever substance it 
happens to meet with, whether of iron, stone, 
wood, bones, leather, or vegetables.^ ’This sm- 
gulai and surprising circumstance has induced 
many natuialists to consider the account “as fa¬ 
bulous and incredible. Upon dissection, how¬ 
ever, the stomach of the ostrich is found to be 

Q - 

so constructed, as to fQrm an exception to the 
principles of either birds or quadrupeds, 
id of lIhs bird is small in proportion to 
the sire of its body; the bill is short and pointed, 
the legs thick and strong, and the feet are cloven, 
and lcscmble those of a goat. They are gene- 
lally found in gieat numbers in the dry and bar¬ 
ren desert^ of Africa, but especially in the em¬ 
pires of* Abyssinia, Monomotapa, Morocco, and 
Biledulgcrid. Mr. Adamson says, those at Se¬ 
negal were so large, strong, and s\fift, that he 
has sepn two hoys ride upon one for several 
miles, whose velocity was equal to the swiftness 
of the fleetest courser. The Arabs hunt os- 
ti iches, and consider it as a mark of gieat prow¬ 
ess to he able to catch them ; this, however is 
r.ot to he efTeCled by mcaifs of speed, but by ary* * 
fice. The Arab, on hoiseback, pursues the os¬ 
trich, and. prevents him from feeding, by keep¬ 
ing constantly in sight. Having thus harassed 
him for several days, the horseman suddenly 
darts upon him at full gallop, and drives him 
against the wind, to prevent the blbod fronvrn- 
juiing the fiife white of the plume’s, and, by dex¬ 
terously growing a stick between his leg?, dis¬ 
ables 
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ables him from running. It has been related, 
.that this bird deposit** its eggs in the sand, where 
v it leaves |hcm to be hatched by the he.it of the 
Vm; but that is an error, for though the female 
neglects them during the day, because the heat of 
the sand renders incubation at that time unne¬ 
cessary, yijf during the night the male and fe¬ 
male Ostrich perform that office in rotation. 

• Erie’s, vultures, hawks, herons, pelicans, and 
other carnivorous birds, abound in great num¬ 
bers and Variety in almost every part of Africa. 
The nisser wfi\k, or golden eagle, is supjiosed by 
Mr. Bruce to be one of the largest birds that 
flies. One which* that celebrated traveller had 
the curiosity to measure, was from wing to wing 
eight feet four inches; from the tip (i Ins tail t<\ 
the^point of his beak, lour feet seven inches j/nd 
, lie weighed twenty-two pounds. His middle 
claw was about two and a half inches long ; and 
he had a bald head, and remarkably small eyes. 
The following curious account of the rnannoi of 
shooting 01*) of these noble birds, and of examin¬ 
ing it when dead, is related by Mr. Bruce 
Upon the highest top of the inouuta n Lamal- 
•mon, while my servants were 'refreshing them¬ 
selves fiom that toilsome rugged ascenL, and en¬ 
joying the pleasure of a most delightful climate, 
$atinj£ their dinner ii* the open air, with several 
Jarge dishes of boiled goat’s flesh before them, 
*h is enem>si as fye turned out to be to them, ap¬ 
peared suddenly ; he did not shoot rapiflly from 
n height, but came flying slowly along the 
ground, and sat down close to the meat, within 
which the men had made round k. A 
.great skout, or lather a cry of distress, b*wgttt 
me to tlie place. I saw the eagle slander a mi- 
Vol. XIII. I aute 
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nute, as if to recolleft himself, while the servants 
ran for their lances and shields. I walked up as 
near to him as I had time to do. His attention 
was fully fixed upon the meat. I saw him put 
his fool into the pan, where was a large piece in 
water, prepared for boiling; but finding the 
smart he did not expert, he withdrew it, and 
quitted the piece which he held. There were 
two large pieces, a leg and a shoulder,'lying 
upon a wooden platter: into these he *hrust the 
talons of both feet, and carried therr^rJF; but he 
still locfkcd wistfully at the larg/, pieces, which 
remained in the warm water; away he went, 
slowly as he came, with his booty. The ser¬ 
vants assured me he would eturn. Not many 
minutes nfler, he did so, to t lie great terror of 
my attendants. Having loaded a rifle gun enth 
ball, I took my aim so exactly, that he fell dead,. 
without giving a single flutter. Upon taking 
hold of his mons^iou* c irense, 1 was surprised 
to find my hands tinged and coloured with a 
yellow powder, or dust. Examining the feathers 
on his back, I found they produced a brown 
dust. This powder, or dust, by the help of a 
glass of great magnifying power, I observed to 
be an infinite number of feathers, perfectly form¬ 
ed, although altogether imperceptible to the 
naked eye.” It need scarcely be intimated, 
that birds which are domesticated, as geese, tur- 
kies, heps, ducks, pigeon*’, &c.*arc In. consider¬ 
able numbers throughout this country. 

In the early ages of socicjy men freasqned 
concerning the production of animal life, from 
the lii^t obvious principle, without iec^rring-SO 
tHarulfa great? cause of all things. * From hence, 
it is pro^ble, we may trace the religion of Zo^» 

roaster. 
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roaster, which ascribed to the sun, the centre of 
motion, the honours of the Deity ; inasmuch as 
the sun Appeared to be the chief cause of vege¬ 
tation, and the supporter of animal life. But, 
however just and corredt the opinion of the 
ancients, m supposing that animated life was 
nourishedomd propagated by moistuie and the 
warmth orwthe sun ; yet, as it is evident, that an 
^origjfciah intelligent, and plastic power, consti¬ 
tuted thq elements of life and motion, a seminal 
and vi^igrmciple would still be wanting in the 
production propagation of vegetables, rep¬ 
tiles, or animal^ ® 

Africa abound; with a dreadful variety of 
serpents and vipels, some of which are of a prfc 
digious length aim size, and are s^mbtle and 
dangerous as to /nfest the roads, and^jan* 1 to 
climb trees in quf st cf their prey. The cerastes, 
a reptile whiah nlturalists have mentioned in all 
ages, not only of account of (he malignancy of 
its poison, but/also of \ts medicinal virtues, 
claims out particular attention. It is from thir¬ 
teen to fourteen inches in length; its head is 
triangular and flat, and in the upper jaw has 
two canine teeth, hollow anS crooked inward, 
and of a remarkably fine polish. Under these 
teeth is contained the bag or reservoir of poison, 
whfeh, considering the size of the reptile, is very 
copious, and appears like a drop of laudanum. 
Immediately setter the cerastes has Ijilten any 
creature, the power of doing farthertnjury is not 
destroyed, but lessened. 

Among the noxious animals wjiich infest the 
continent R»f Africa, besides those of the| bei pen t 
kind, a hideous insedr, re sc rrfbli n gJEfPpffle, 
jvhicjiis called a scorpion, who&t siirJris deem-. 

l c A ed 
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ed incurable, and, in many paits, causes imme¬ 
diate death. In order, however, to counteract 
the effects of tlic sting, they anoint the place with, 
oil, in which a bruised scorpion lias been steeped*. 

The came Icon is a reptile very common in 
every part of Africa. It resembles the lizard, 
but carries a morecteCt head, whiclir excepting 
the horns, is nut dissimilar lu that ofjuiaw. Its 
tail is about a span long, and its icclAcsthnbld 
those of a monkey. In the description of this 
animal, naturalists have gieatly i^/g/eed in 
opinion 4 , some asserting that it on air, and, 
according to Leo Afiicanus, g:ycd at the rising 
and setting of the sun. It is ifow, however, ge¬ 
nerally known, that the foofa of the cameleon 
Consists ivfonseCts, that it takps by the assistance 
of thfviwongue, which is a kuvd of small trunk, 
about halt an inch long, and»hollow, joined to 
its throat by a strong membraneous substance. 
Dr. Russell has ohserred, tha* w T hen the came-* 
leon is removed to a place do r frent in colour 
from where it was found, it gradually assumes 
that of the ground whereon it is laid. When 
found on the grasp, it is green; ifrperched on a 
branch, or the trunk of a tree, its colour partakes 
of that of the ba A k ; if put in a box lined with 
’ black or white, it will assume the tinge of the 
one, or of the other. The eyes aie round * and 
piercing, though without eye-lids; and it not only 
moves t^em backward and forward", upward 
and downward; but one forward, the other back¬ 
ward ; cr one downwards, the pther upwards. 

But, perhaps, the locust is a more dreadful 
a vul de tractive inseCt tlian any of the African 
reptrrN^ This* liowever, is not owing to the 
power ir^ssesses as an individual, but to its 
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prolific nature of propagation; by which means 
' they iss%e forth in such swarms that they de¬ 
vastate a whole country and make it a desolate 
wilderness.* 

Africa being nearly surrounded by the sea, 
ai^d abounding with numbers of lakes and ri* 

• vers^VtfFoflls great plenty and variety of salt and 
JreSt w'vftAfish. Of the former, the shark is the 
mostVeiiar|able that frequents the African and 
Amemalt clasts. This voracious fish is twenty- 
five feefrib length; its mouth is armed with a 
treble row of tStfh, whith are extremely sharp ; 
and the muscles qf its jaw are so strong, that it 
has been known ttkbite a man asunder at once. ^ 

The jnanatus, sclcallcd on account^ its hav 
ing the appearanc Jof possessing two 
wnrch it carries it I young close to its breast, is 
found in greaydlnty on the coast of Africa. It 
is of an extraorafiwiry si/e, # and frequently weighs 
more than fourteen hundred pounds ; its length 
is eighteen* and As diameter four or five feet. Its 

* Proceeding to the northward, a curious but truly de¬ 
plorable spectacle presented itself 1# was a troop of locusts 
resting upon the ground The) covered a space of about 
one square mile in e^f *ntso completely, that the surface 
appeared to the ey •, n Intle distance, to have been burnt 
and strewed ever with n ashes Not a shrub, nor blade 
of grass, was visible 1 he waggons passed directly through 
them, before which they rose up m a cloud that darkened 
the air on e«fch Md# Desirous of seeing the ^gjhole troop 
on the wing, the Hottentot* ran amongst tHem, and the 
horses were made to gal'op through them, but without 
success j none but such as were immediately under the 
feet of the and horses rose up. The^>ea*antjjy affirm 
that thejare not to be driven away, unless the s’lngl^r 
departure should be given from their coAmandejMcKief,' 
one of which is supposed to accompany every t J&p.—rftar- 
yaw's T/mils in ii<vllurn Atttea. 
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eyes arc small and dim, by'^c cxqui- 

dU which is ^ iKT^S least an* 

titcness ot smell and heam g ^ ^ 1<md , will 

most distant noise, w ■ j\jiicans are 

greatly alarm and terrify £ ^ wjlic h l,as 

veiy expeitin catching tins *” “ Af.M/Jiter- 
an exquisite taste, and ^ “ '3*^ of 

T.ine*m sturgeon , t%\ - « y t x^ioys puit 

the ribs to the belly ; but its most J / 

is the uddei. fi.heiie/1>W« on * e 

There are several peatl li 1 { consUll;r . 

eastern and western coas . , son , e small 

able and valuable ot wha.li . t srfola> q'hc 
islands, opposite the 1 b eJ j n this oc- 

People, l?o''ever, who drc ' J J.jil to the 
t-oaU'-'»r instead of "w^ld u.duie to 
wannth of the sun, " 1,1 ^Vmli absurd and 
open, lay tbc.u on e.n..e.s, b p_ W ( ^ kird o{ 
imprudent m<;ui d, they i ^ ^ ivdtura l 
redness, vlnch deprives Generally he- 

Justre and value. ll ‘ c 'Z ] t iu Vlnch this va- 

lieved to he me spccits ^ ihuce, after 

%hble matter is lomul but i satiil ficd, 

‘ Imuch se iuh and ■nquij- » 1 found, arc 

that in the Red 

no oysters. Ly mtiu. i\t>llcr icceived 

ever, wl ich that ingenious from the 

from tie natives f.^'^cd, he was fully 
number of pearls which1 P bc f oun d ; n the 

which are shells that are btvab es. 

*^}v Brace aiul some ntliefs ar.Mjf ot’'raoMMt^^ 

Idem. - Bo* 
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Both the eastern and western coasts of this 
J^vast con|inent abound with ambergris, which 
Jjfcrms a considerable branch of commerce with 
the Europeans and other nations. The natives 
of Sofolaand Mosambico at first despised it, and 
considered it as the excicscencc of whales cast 
S^fPHHr coasts by the winds and waves ; but no 
^gooT^r'werlthey acquainted with its real value, 
thanVhey endeavoured to conveit it to the great¬ 
est ad war ta Je. The most precious and valuable 
'h tlvt yj is of an ashen or grey colour. 

Biibthc valuably commodity, with which 
this part of tlmVwurld abounds, is gold dust, 
which in most pl\ces lies w ithin five or six feet 
of the surface of t|ic earth, and may be procur¬ 
ed without that 

ivl#ch necessariiyiittcud operations for W 
cious metal in th/ mints ot India and America. 

Jm coast was discovered, the 
Poitugue/c, Difich, ar.dt other Europeans, ex¬ 
hibited such miy ks of eagerness and cupidity in 
quest of gold, and employed such a variety of 
induebase, and violent means, to procure and 
extort it fioAi the simple aiyl unsuspe&ing na^ 
lives, that they spiead an universal alarm and 
jealousy among them. And many of the Afri¬ 
cans, etcr since that time, have considered all 
Europeans as eqi&lly combined in depriving 
them of their just and unalienable right to a 
treasure, VliicW, of itself, is sufficient Jo procure 
them all that is valuable, curious, 1 *or useful, in 
evety part of the world : nor need we wonder at 
this prejudice, wfayi we recollect the conquests 
and extensive settlements which foreigrjersjiave 
made on the eastern and wester!! coasf ^ " 

violent and tyrannical measures bvj&foch they 

hav 
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have always endeavoured to maintain those ac¬ 
quisitions. J 

The continent c.F Afi ica is interse&ed by g 
great variety of considerable mountains. The 
Gieater and Lesser Atlas were well known and 
celebrated by the ancients : the former extends 
more than a then sand leagues from dxst tafwest • 
from the coast of Mazra to the Atlaj/tac ercerti, 



coast. c rhose most remarkableJor their'height 
are the mountains of the Mootfj between Abys- 
synia and Ethiopia ; the Sierii Leona, between 
plumed and Negroland; the mountains ofCrys- 
*'»l f nearer*/celebrated lake ol Zaflan; and Table 
at the Cape of Gcwd Hope, so dftio- 
minated from itssquaie figure.1 

The principal rivers are Senegal and 
Gambia, supposed, before the discoveries of Mr. 
Park, to have been branches o\ the Jhgcr, and 
which empty themselves into the Atlantic ocean; 
the Niger, till recently, believed to run west, 
gnd to divide itself into the Senegal and Gam¬ 
bia, as just mentioned, but ascertained by Mr. 
Park to be a separate and distinfl river, and to 
run east, and conjectured by perhaps the *first 
£tapfapher of the present 'age,* to fall into a. 
life or inland sea jf the Nile, of which the 
source ws^ wholly unknown till <Sne af least was 


* Major Reunel. 

+ We hope ttyit Mr. Horneman^/who is now travelling 
in the iutenor of this continent, at the •expence of 
thQ Assoc^tion, will beadle to ascertain,'among 

other vatf^le discoveries, how far this conjectural opinion 
j?t JVJajor ItoNelis just aad correct. 


discovered , 
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discovered by Mr. Bruce in Abyssinia, though 
Mr. Beimel, on the authority of Ptolemy, is of 
‘opinion, out a branch of this celebrated river 
i/Jith its iise near the mountains of the Moon. 

As the great rivers of Africa chiefly pervade 
low add level countries, though occasionally in- 
tempted cat..ra&s in hilly districts, abound- 
h*£&4&b, i n’oAdeserts, they are favourable to inland 
rmvig%tuv, vt^re tlie genius of the pcoplejturaed 
for co^'ni'-rcil. Afiica is not populous in pro¬ 
portion to .ts Ixtent. In the Great Pesert, which 
extends fnrrni v^st to east, behind Mount Atlas, 
and parallel to l&rbary, and also in smaller de¬ 
serts 111 the northern part 01 this continent, there 
occurs a phenomenon peculiar to the country. 
This is the o.^os, oil isolated fertile spe^} which 
arc mterspersed thr/ugh the sandy wastes 
islands in the ocear I are covered with heautiful 
and refreshing venture, and abound with waterj 
so much wanted iry such arid t^afts. This mo- 
saic was comparer by the ancients to a leopard'* 
skin. / • * 

After this geographical account of the conti¬ 
nent of Africa, ye subjoin a skc^:h of its history 5 
and in connecting its modem with its ancienl 
history, we shall observe, that Genseric, a war¬ 
like prince of the Vandals, had no sooner suc¬ 
ceeded his brother Gimderic in the king- ^ ^ 
dom of Gallicia, than he was invited into 
Africa by the rebellious Bonifacio. At^ 
traded by the advantageous offers of the count 
but more perhaps by his own ambitious designs, 
he readily acceded ft^the proposal; «tnd having 
provided himself witl? a sufficient number oj 
transporfs foi; conveying Ins troc^s ov^^iffTe 
Straits of Gibraltar, he landed an ‘tony 01 

twenty 
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twenty-four thousand men on the coasts of Bar#- 
Jbary. In the mean time 1 'onifacio, /vhom ne 
cessity and sell-preservation had iriipelled tr 
this measure, having been re-admitted into tiie 
favour of the imperial court, was much grieved 
at the arrival of the Vandals, and endeavoured 
by the most splendid and gratifying promises to 
prevail with Genseric to return wjpi his rrJups 
into Spain. These proposals, however, Were 
ceived by the Vandal chieftain vytb tlyf utmost 
contempt and disdain ; and Bo^ifaciy had th$ 
mortification to discern, that Gr£.iseritfwas reso-* 
lutcly bent to settle in Africa, and co lay the 
foundation of a new kingd^ n, from ifhence he 
ijnight transport his vi&or^>us troops into the 
hear tc--Italy. $ 

JP 5 W long it was after (tpnseric’s landirg on 
the coast of Africa, that his age and resentment 
were excited against the orthbjV'K clergy, authors 
are not agieedc but probacy, not till he had 
* compelled the Romar s to cede and gua- 
44*2 * nmtee to his conquests by treaty. 

The Arian heresy, which he introduced, 
and propagated with a furious and fanatical 
seal, involved the whole country in all the mice- 
ries of a religious war. The orthodox clergy 
were the greatest objects of his cruelty, not 
only on account of the vigorous defence they* 
made against him, as an invader, a barbarian, a 
heretic, and apostate, hut becaase of their success 
in converting the Moors from paganism and ido¬ 
latry. - Many of the clergy were condemned to 
an exile mqre dreadful t)m death, and aggra¬ 
vated with every circumstance of horror and 
ierraw. T 4 ie places appointed for their banish¬ 
ment, ai^d ior tjic scenes of their suffering, were 

soin$ 



- AFRICA* “ 9 $ 

some of the most barren and dreary deserts in 
''jBarbary.l 

* ^ In the midst of these persecutions, an occur¬ 
rence happened, which suspended the execution 
of Genseric's cruel designs, during the remainder 
of his reign. Zeno, who was now raised to the 
^imperial throne had been compelled to conclude 
witf^Genseric, and to renounce all claim 
tiThis Africah conquests; but knowing that the 
Vandal monarch had entered into an alliance 
with the ^warlike Odoacer, he thought proper, by 
way of pJ ecat 4> on » to send an embassjjpto con¬ 
firm the jeace. ’SfJenserfc being now advanced 
in years,/and desrous of leaving his son and 
successor Huneric^jn quiet and peaceable pos¬ 
session of his recently established ^ngdom. 
gladly embraced tlfat opportunity of f&i /wi*y 
and confirming h‘£ former treaties with Zeno 


And the prudent ;}id politic Sevenis, who had 
been appointed airbassador, on # this occasion, by 
the imperial emir** removed the aversion of Gen- 
seric to th# ortliidox Christians, and procured 
the release of many Romans who had been 
kept prisoners^in Africa. Genseric, however, 
cjid not long observe the peac^ which he had 
concluded with die emperor; but being repulsed 
in his attempts,he was extremely mortihed ^ 
and Enraged at his defeat, and retired to ^gg * 
Carthage, where he died soon after. 

This monaech ig represented as a prince impe¬ 
netrable in his view r s, immeasureaUe # in am¬ 
bition, and inhuman to all who opposed either. 
Nor was he less intrepid and immoveable, than 
successful^ m his deigns : and in proof »f this 
assertion?*'w$ need only appeal t<* the victories 
and conquests wliienhe gained oyer the Romans, 

and 
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and to the singular disregard and contempt* 
with which he treated the menaces /md com^ 
plaints of the emperor Leo. L f* 

He was succeeded by his eldest son Hunerit* 
who not only inherited his father’s ferocity and 
hatred towards the oithodox Christians, but ex¬ 
ceeded him in both ; and during hisjshort reign* 
of less than eight years, exercised greater c»ui$r- 
ties against the African church than his^atlifer 
had displayed in his despotism ofjesixty..' 

Though Huneric left a son, wljfbm hje had by 
the princess Eudocia, Gutamundf thelgrandscn 
* -Q of Genseric, in conformity to the will of 
4 * * his grandfather, succeeded hiyi in the 

kingdom. In the cQimmencemc'rit of his 
reign, tkji-. prince treated tlicj catholics with great 
V-u^IikT but when he had Obtained quicfepos- 
session of the crown, lie became uffe&cd with a 
sense of the many and dreadful calamities, v Inch 
his uncle’s fui ions and untimely zeal had bi ought 
upon them, and was, therefoic;, resolved effectu¬ 
ally to terminate the still raging persecution* 
He recalled those pious sufferers, who 1 , had out¬ 
lived the miseries and fatigues oi f dieir e\ile, and 
restored them to c their churches and 
to die free and unrestrained exercise of their 
religious fun&ions. In the midst, however, of 
these pious a&ions, diedGutamund, inthe tWelf il» 
year of his reign. 

His brother Trasamund, a prince*of opposite 
principles c and temper, succeeded him in the 
kingdom. The persecution against the orthodox 
was renewed with great ft^t-, and an incredible 
number of the secular clergy were expelled the 
kingdom. Gne hundred ^rnd twenty bishops 
were also banished into the"inland .of Sardinia, 
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who must unavoidably have perished through 
want and misery, had not Symmachus, who then 
i filled St.%Peter’s chair, taken them under his care 
Tuid prote&ion, and, by the public and charitable 
contributions of Christians, added to his own 
pi ivate assistance, secured to them a comfortable 
mJnten§ince in their exile. Thrasamund em- 
braced evdry opportunity of enlarging the do¬ 
minions, aid reducing many of his Moorish 
princes unde<r his subjection ; and the rest were 
either tribut*. ry to him, or firmly attached to his 
interest. , Ci'&il and intestine wars divided and 
weakened! the‘strength of the Ostrogoths and 
Visigoth! of Spain and Italy; and there was 
no enerr^r, at that time, capable of opposing and 
defeating his designs. After a reign of twenty- 
six years, ThrasanUmd died at Carthage, th#* 
royjfr residence of his predecessors, in the quiet 
and peaceable possession of his kingdom. 

Hilderic, the / randson of Genseric, from 
wdiom an oath had been extdHed by the late 
king, that he should make no alterations in the 
religion ana government which he had ^ ^ 
established* succeeded Thrasamund on * 
t he t hrone. But, notwithstanding the 
s^nJKty and obligations of this oath, he had no 
sooner received the reins of government, than he 
disannulled and repea]cd all the aCb and edicts of 
his predecessors m favour of Ariaflism and sub¬ 
versive of orthodoxy, recalled allthose who had 
been banished bf Thrasamund, and se stored to 
them their churches, their functions, and former 
privileges. These measures of Hilderic excited 
the surprize^md indignation of the Brians, who 
soon after appeared in open rebellion, at the 
head of which was v Gilimer, wie of the princes 
Vqi, XIII. K of 
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of the blood. ^Thc contest was terminated by 3, 
decisive and bloody battle, in which th$ impni* # 
dent and unfortunate Hilderic was defeated, - 
taken prisoner, and deprived at once of his liberty 
and his crown. 

Immediately after this viftory, Gilimer seized 
the vacant throne, and was crowned,eking of 
Africa. Hilderic and his family wdre kept^jn 
close confinement; and their fiiendfc and partj r 
sans were treated with the greatest cruelty. 
The tiiumph of Gilimer, however, was short 
and fief ting. The emperor Justinian, .notwith¬ 
standing the other wars in which he nvas then 
engaged, was prevailed on to "Send a Numerous 
and powerful fleet and army against the usurper, 
.under the conduit of the celebrated Belisarius. 
gilimer also equipped a sqdadron of ships, by 
means of which he obtained possession of thfe city 
of Tripoli and the island of* Saidinia; and no 
sooner was he informed of the preparations and 
approach of Boh sari us, than the unhappy Hil* 
deiic, with his whole family and nearest rela¬ 
tions, was cruelly put to death. 

The management of the War was committed 
by Gilimer to hi*» two brothers,‘‘Gundimer agd 
Gelamund, who, at the head of a numerous’ and 


powerful body of troops, attacked the Roman 
legions; but after an obstinate and bloody con* 
Bid: on both sides, they were defeated and slain, 
and their army was totally routed. Gilimer, 
tendered desperate by this disaster, sallied forth 
at the head of a corps of reserve, with full pur¬ 
pose of renewing die attack with the utmost 
rigour and fury) but happening tq distinguish 
the dead body of his brother on thee field of 
battle, he gave higuelf up 90 the tain lametta- 
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{Tons of|h$s unhappy fate, Belisarius embracing 
this opportunity of rallying his soldiers, whom 
the sight, of Gilimer’s troops of reserve had 
alarmed and terrified, led them back to the 
charge, and gained a complete vi&ory; and 
Gilimen was soon after compelled to surrender 
himself to the Roman general. 

^ lVnmediJtely after this signal victory, Belisa* 
rius marched his troops to Carthage, which he 
entered in triumph and without opposition; 
and prqceedmg to tjie royaljpalaqe, took pos¬ 
session of the throne of. Gilimer, and Oi his im¬ 


mense wealth and treasure, restored the churches 
to the j^rthodox Christians, and compelled the 
Vandals to swear allegiance to the Roman-em¬ 
peror. Gilimer, having by some means recovered 
his liberty, recalled his brother Tzason from the 
Sardinian conquests to his assistance, and it was 
mutually resolved by them, to make another des¬ 


perate attempt for regaining *their kingdom, by 
attacking jhe newly fortified metropolis. 

Belisarius being apprised of the intentions 
of the enemy, considered it as more prudent and 
expedient to lead out his,forces than to trust to 
^tnefortifications of the city, or the fidelity of the 
citizens ; and having animated his troops by an 
energetic and appropriate speech, marched at 
their head against tfie Vandalic army. Gilimer 
•and his brother, also used every means in their 
power to inspire their soldiers with courage and 
loyalty, on this trying and important occa¬ 
sion. The right and left wings or the Vandalic 
army were, composed of Moors, commanded by 
they- own chieftains; the centre consisted of 
Vrtndals, whom Gilimer had forbidden to use 
/py other wejwbn than their swords; and his 

JC 3 brother, 



100 * AFRICA* * 

brother, with his own tioops, was in the rear. 
The onset was furious and dreadful on b#th sides. 
Beli sari us dispatched one of his bravest captain'}/ 
with a numerous and powerful body of soldiers, 
■across a nameless river, which divided the two 
armies, this officer was twice repulse^ by the 
enemy, and compelled to retreat; |Jut \etujcn 
in g to the attack the third time, with the p re tori 
standard, and a greater number of men, a dread¬ 
ful carnage of the enemy ensued : T/ason, with 
eight htpidred of his best troops, was slam in the 
battle, and the rest of the Vandalic army betook 
themselves to flight. The Romans haVing lost 
only fifty men, Belisarms marched hif forces 
fc to the enemy's camp, and Gilimer, in the utmost 
consternation and dismay, mounted his horse, 
and, attended oni v by a few soldiers, took the 
road towards Nurmdu. The ‘disgraceful flight 
of their leader occasioned such a panic and 
confusion among the ti oops, that they abandoned 
their camp to the Romans, who sieved all the 
wealth and riches it contained, put the men to 
death, and reduced the womjin to slavery. This 
defeat entireTysubC ertedand destroyed the VanjJ^l 
power in Africa, and the Romans found them- 
sehsfcS once more possessed of that rich and de¬ 
sirable country. 

Belisarius pursued the fugitive king, who had 
sought refuge among the Moors, on the Pappuaiv* 
mountain, >vhere he was besieged by one of the 
Roman officers; and being destitute of the ne¬ 
cessaries of life, and in the utmost distress, was 
finally constrained to surrender hinjself a pn- 
soner. When, the unhappy Gilimer, arrr.y^d in 
royal robes, was introduced t£ Justirian at Con¬ 
stantinople, he was bound with.chafes of golSv 

* 4-1 
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the tears flowed from his eyes, and his bosom 
hcavecr with unutterable woe. His voice was 
interrupted by groans and sighs, and he could 
only pronounce m broken and irregular accents, 
Vanity of vanities, all is vanity / Having at length 
recovopd himself, he begged in a plaintive and 
. subwissiyt? manner, that the emperor would spare 
life. This was readily granted, and an ample 
estate also given him for his subsistence ; but he 
did not long enjoy the beneficence of Justi- * -p* 
ni.m ; as he died of grief, in the fifth year * 
ot his unhappy reign* and the first after 
hi$ captivity. 

Thijs was Africa again reduced to the obedU 
ence of the Greek empergts, who appointed 
generals, or praefetts, to retain it in subjection, 
'i'ifi Vandals and Moors, however, were not so 
tntuely destroyed or subjugated, but they were 
leady to unite their forces against the Greeks, 
whenever a favourable oppdttunity of succeed** 
mg shoul^ present itself. These discontents and 
designs probably encouraged the plundering 
Arabs and Saracens, who had already invaded 
# ^pd conqueitd Syria, Palestine, and Egypt, to 
cSfo-y their arms into the countries of the west. 
Certain it is, that the conquest of Africa, ^ 
from, the Nile to th^ Atlantic ocean, was * 
first attempted by the caliph Othm^n. 

* i he prsef|ft Gregory being defeated and slain in 
battle,that fruitful country became tjieqjossession 
of the Arabs or Saracens, whose conquests, on 
fhat continent, were extended far beyond the 
limits whipb bounded the Roman*empire. 

This irruption of the Arabs produced a consi¬ 
derable chjimge in the African governments, and 
^Tspcciall^mor.g those who had not been reduced 
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under the power of the Romans and Vandals, 
who knew no subjection to any commoh sove¬ 
reign, and could ill endure the tyranny and au¬ 
thority of the Arabian sheicks. “ The prudence 
of Akbah had proposed to found an A ram an 
colony in the heart of Africa; a citadel'that 
might curb the levity of the barbarians, &*plii£p 
of refuge to secure, against the accidents of war;, 
the wealth and the families of the Saracens. "With 
this view, and under the modest title of the sta¬ 
tion of a, caravan, lie planted the colony called 
Quroan.*” « 

Obeid-ullah, the founder of the Fatemite dy¬ 
nasty, made Cairoan the place of his residence, 
and the capital of his dominions, whilst ne laid 
the foundations of a greater and more opulent 
city in its neighbourhood, which he denomfiiat- 
cd Mehedie, from a surname which he had as¬ 
sumed to himself. He died in the twenty-fourth 
year of his reign, the si\ty-third of his age, and 
in the three hundred and twenty-second of the 
ijegira. 

Obeid-ullah was succeeded by his son Abu-’l- 
Cwim, of whom frothing more is Recorded wgp- 
tjbyof notice, than that a strong and powerful' 
mdion having been raised against him, he was 
under the necessity of fortifying himself in, the 
castle of Mehedie. The insurgents, however, 
reduced Cairoan, Tunis, and several other fur-* 
presses, and shaving defeated a considerable body 
of troops, which the caliph had raised and sent 
to impede their progress, they marched diredffy 
to the castle / 1 in which Abu-’l-Cassyn was in¬ 
trenched, who/n they closely besieged fo^ svven 


* Gibbon. 


months. 
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months^ The caliph was reduced to such dis¬ 
tress, through want of provisions, that he would 
soon have been compelled to surrender to the 
besiegers, had not death terminated his ^ 
am iefy and his reign. He was succeeded " 
by his partial son Ishmael,who assumed 
to hijnrfelf the title or surname of A1 Mansur, and 
sojoii after his accession to the throne, revenged 
the affront offered to his father bv his disaffected 
and rebellious subjects. 

Al Mansur foi several months concealed his 
father’s death, whilst, in the mean time, he made 
pioper and necessary preparations for attacking 
the in .urgents with a force sufficient for ensuiing 
aitces^and theieby at once terminating the re¬ 
volt. He obliged thg lebels to raise the siege of 
Mcfedie, which he enteied in triumph; and hav¬ 
ing obtained Lwo«signal vivories, he compelled 
them to retire into the strong fortress of Cutama, 
wheic lit closely besieged tlfem. Yezid, who 
was at the^ad of the revolt, defended the place 
a long time with great vigour and bravery, but 
perceiving his efforts in vain, and that the garri¬ 
son would be obliged to capitulate, he privately 
•.vftiidrew Irom tire fortress. Al Mansur finding 
the principal victim of his resentment eseapea* 
immediately dispatched a number of forces in 
pursuit of him, whom they took after a vigorous 
desperate lesistance, in which he received 
Several wounds That occasioned his death a few 
days after. With an useless refinement of cruel- 
tyr Al Mansur caused the body of Yezid ^ 0 
to be flayed, and his skin to be Stuffed q&j* 
and/£pose3 to the public view; agdhav- 
injfcnteredjins capital in triumph a second time, 
Jf commgt&Ied that Yezid’s death, and the total 

suppression 
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suppression of the rebellion, should be jfroclaimy 
ed throughout his dominions. Extolled for his 
courage and eloquence, A1 Mansur died in Me- 
hedie, in the three hundred and forty-first year 
of the Hegira, after a short reign of sevei>^ear$ 
and sixteen days. ,t ‘' 

Abu Zammim Moad, hi*> son, whg aS^med 
the title and surname of A1 Moezz, succeed?^ 
Al Mansur. The conquest of Egypt, which he 
had always in view after the commencement of 
hi* reigp, though all his predecessors had failed 
iti theenteiprize, he did«not begin to execute till 
the three hundred and fifty-eighth year of the 
Hegira, when he committed the management of 
die .expedition to his faithful and experienced ge¬ 
neral Jaafar. This undertaking did not divert 
Al Moezz from an attention to his o the ^con¬ 
quests ; and he was at Tripoli*, when he received 
the agreeable, and, perhaps, unexpected infoi ma- 
tion, that his general had made himself master 
'Alexandria. He immediately en^arked for 
that city, and committed the government of his 
Other dominions in Africa to the care and super- 

§ tendance of an Approved and favourite 

e landed at Alexandria, amidst the loud*ana 
repeated acclamations of the people, and foun ded 
a tiew Egyptian dynasty, wjiich was to terminate 
a^t^persede that of Cairoan, after it had con- 
sixty-five years. # 

lifted. Africa afterwards became subject to 
the offspring of those plunderers who 
had formerly subdued the greater part of ffiat 
a ty contir&nt. But upon the decline „of the 
2051 * power, three of the bribes ©f^fri- 

cans, which had accompanied the Ar&>s 
in their conquest of that country, scizV^the rein* 
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S2^ove|-nment, and established themselves in 
JJilcdulgerul, L) bia, and B.irbary. 4fter the 
caliphs had transferred their powei and title to 
I-gfpt, the glory and unity of the empire gra¬ 
dually and entirely vanished. From Egypt to 
the Sushis of Gibraltar, the country harassed by 
intestiiihj wai, among the petty and independent’ 
princes who occupied it, and by the destructive 
a tracks <i the Spaniards and other European 
powers, has at length become the domain and the 
letreat of a hoult of pirates and robbery which 
political jealousy prevents from being extirpated* 


CHAP. II. 

Of th* African Islands. 

* 

W E shall now give a briefliistory of the in¬ 
sular appendages of the African continent, 
some of wnich are supposed to have been the 
happy islands of antiquity, though for many 
ages their situation was unknown to the rest of 
ttie world. The same barbarism, which ex¬ 
tended itself over the continent, spread its bane* 
ful effects on every side, and brooding incum¬ 
bent on the relics and powers of genius, ener- 
\tAcsd the arm of industry, furled the sail of 
commerce, and Ufeft the nations destitutes and ig¬ 
norant of the arts and of each other. 

ftvBELMANDhL. Commencing our narrative 
with the islands in the Indian Oce&n, we begin 
with/fybelrnandel, which gives name to the 
Atwffts at entrance of the Red Sea, and is 
^jdiatcd iq i.j degrees of north latitude, and in 
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4*3 degrees 31 minutes of eist longitifde hem 
the Arabi in and Abyssinian coasts. The Ethio-, 
plans and Arabians formerly c irried on u ces- 
saut -wars for the possession of this their mipoi-* 
tant island, which commands the p . s ig**'' into 
the South Sea, aid piestrvcs a comnu .. in i 
with the ocean but the links bung, now n li¬ 
ters of both co ists, ind the commodities of In* 1 *-! 
being no longtn timed rliuugh th it o ssi^c 
it is neaily dcsciicd. I he cireunite rinee (t 
this island is not more thin five miles, and it 
produces neither Iruits, gr im, nor htrb ige. 

Barb \r Opno te to the kingdom of Ad<l 
is the isl id I’-bara, the mhibitants of whi Ji 
aie ncgroc.,, vho ire mdustnous m ti&lc, and 
employ ihtmsclvts m the \ reeding of caj'lt, for 
which the soil ^ rJs u.ellent putui gC. In 
general, all the nhibitantsef the isl mils md 
coasts of the Red S~a, cany on a consider¬ 
able commerce with the natives of Arabia; 
but the rich trade m drugs, pi ecic us atones, am¬ 
bergris, and musk, has been greatly diminished 
aince the Dutch established so powerful a com¬ 
mercial empire nf the E ist Indies’. 

Zocotra. The island of Zocotra, So¬ 
cotra, is situ ited m the i astern Ocean, in 53 de-» 


C es 12 minutes of north latitude; tinny 
gues from Cape Guaida-fui; and is about 
eighty miles in length, and filts-four m bie< ettfc. 
Though the climate is excessively hot, the island 
is populous, and the soil yields most of the fruits 
said plants common to tiopical situations,*^ith 
considerably quantities of frank lycen^r, gum 
tragacanth, r dates, rice, and remaikabij^ hne 
aloes; which articles are principal!} e\poT^*.d 
to Goa, and other parts of the iList Indium 

Tie 
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likewise abounds with cattle; and 
there ai^ two good harbours, in which ships 
may ride with the greatest safety. The in¬ 
habitants on the coast are negroes of large sta¬ 
ture, With disagreeable aspects and woolly hair: 
'but \hose who live in the interior parts of the 
is %ui &p«fijid probably the aborigines, are much 
mow* handsome, and their features nearly re- 
sqjjple those of Europeans. The island, how¬ 
ever, is in subje&ion to the Arabs, who occupy 
the best and most fruitful situations. The dress 


of these islanders consists of a stuff made of 
goat’s hair, formed into long gowns, wliich are 
fastened round the waist with a sash : they have 
abo a sort of long cloaks, wliich are thrown 
across *he shoulders, and wrapped round the 
\vhole«body. They, subset on the flesh and 
milk*bffcheir rattle, with dates, rice, and herbs. 


The Zocolrans are in general pagans, and wor¬ 
ship the sun and moon; but the Arabs, who 
are the go\eimng body, itie Mahometans. 
Though irjjubiting an island, and trading with 
the continent, they are extremely ignoiant of 
navigation, and have no other vessels than flat- 
bottomed boat#, with which,4iowevei, they are 
*able*to keep the sea, even in gre.it storms. Ca- 
lansia, which is the only city in the island, is 
the residence of a priyce, who is said to be tribu¬ 
tary to the Ottoman Porte; but since Euro- 
^Lans have^ceased to touch at Zocotra, we have 
had little information of the civil or (political 
■ customs of the inhabitants. 


*thr: Mary. The island of St. Mary is situ¬ 
ated bytwe^jn the sixteenth and seventeenth de- 
greejfaf north latitude, opposite {Fthe mouth 
cfcne river Mananghara, and about two leagues 

distant 
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distant from the shore. It is about 
leagues from north to south, and three 'from 
east to west. On every part of the coast are 
found large quantities of white coral, and a 
great variety of shells of the most beautiful’ 
forms and colours. The whole island is di 
vided by rivers, brooks, and running 
which give fertility to the soil, and add tcuifie 
beauty of the scenery. In every part are plan¬ 
tations of rice, millet, yams, fruit and vegeta¬ 
bles, of which two crops are annually pro¬ 
duced. r The sugar-cane grows spontaneously; 
and the tobacco plant ic equal to that of Ame¬ 
rica. These islanders employ themselves in 
the cultivation of 1 ice, yams, pease, and beans, 
which form their principal subsistence. V 

Bourbon. The isle of Bourbon, which is 
situated in 21 degrees of south latitude) 1 , and 
54 ? of east longitude from London, and about 
eighty leagues to the eastward of Madagascar, 
is of an oval forrfi, and ninety miles in circum¬ 
ference. This island is beautifully^diversified 
with hills and vallies, forests and pasturage, 
and refreshed with a number of delightful 
lutings and rivulets. Thought the climate is 
intensely hot, it is esteemed salubrious, * and 
the air is cooled by the breezes which bh-w 
every morning and evening. Bourbon abounds 
in fruit, herbs, and cattle ; it produces excel¬ 
lent tobacco; and a gicat variety,of plant*, 
roots, afufe spices grow spontaneously. Many* 
of the trees yield odoriferous gums; while the 
rivers are well stocked with fish, the coart"tf ith 
lard and seja turtles, and every part\of the 
island with itpat cattle, hogs, goats, and^v^rious 
beautiful birds. Ambergris, coral, and 

, most, 
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p&fijj^nous shells, are fbund on tllfe sea shofe. 
On the •north and south sides are many good 
roads for ships; but there is scarcely a harbour 
in which vessels can ride secure against those 
"dreadful him iennes, which fieojently happen 
Muring the monsoons. Indeed, the coast is 
x^if4/dd with blind rocks, which render navi- 


at, all seasvnis dangeious; and on tins 
vWhern ewnc.nity is a volcano, which conti- 
imally emits flame, smoke, and sulphur, ac¬ 
companied with a hideous and tremendous noise. 
This island was do covered by the Portuguese 
in 151.3, who stocked it * ith hogs and goats, an4 
then deserted it. In 1013 an English com¬ 
mander, named CastleLon, having landed on it, 
was charmed with its beauty and fertility, and 
besiovSid upon it the .appellation of the English 
Forest. * Oar East India Company, however, 
having never colftni/cd this island, the French 
took possession of it in NJ.31?, and named it the 
I sle of Jloiuhon; but a few people of that na¬ 
tion, w i tit ^several negroes, were all that were 
left upon it; who having resided there upwards 
s<;f two ycais werp brought away by an English 
vessel, togethet*with a large Cargo of tobacco, 
^mb^rgris, and coial, which they had cultivated 
collected during iheir stay on the islands 
audit was not till It*?, when the French were 
compelled to abandon Madagascar, that they 
established,a permanent colony on the island, 
.where they have now three pretty considerable 
ports: St. Paul; St. Dennis, the residence t£ 
thegb^ernor ; and St. Susanna; at # onecf which 
their IJftst kndia ship* usually touched for re- 
fi eshjhtjpt. . § 

Mauritius. On the cast of Bourbon is si- 
VofcsOslH. Jh tuated 
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tuated the island of Mauritius, which n iftafre 
grecs of south 1»titud^, and >6 of east longitnd<, 
and distant a hundred le igucs fioni Madagascar. 
The Dutch, who first diseoxeicd itm 1 5 l )S, givg 
it the appellation of Mauntius, ui honoju 'of 
Prince Mauiice, who w is at th it tint* t 1 
stadtholder, It is of m oval form, bertvf \t '/fni 
50 leagues in ciicumfcienu ; and iIvm is 
and secure haihoiu, ^ulh lently deep and# *\t- 
pacious foi containing fifty lu fT c ships. The 
climite is reckoned heihln and pluiiint: and 
the mountain., some of \ huh aio vciy loft), pa>- 
duce the finest eh my in the vorJ f, and mounts 
Othci Trees of grei value. A numhei of mil¬ 
lets descend from the lulls, th it v*e plrntihiUv 
•stocked with fish, tr fit id *i ila 1 s nl *ir i vl 
fertile, which picuhms f u v o i incs, A[> v >, 
lict, and v iriovx i its, and ahouls p. m a 
for git at number (i c mh*. 

When the Duuh Sim took pc stmum < f M v - 
litius, they found it deditute* of inha bun 'ts, an 1 
even of anmiiK, except dcei a^dfg >it ; h t 
with their usu ll mdustn, ihex icndeied it t i- 
tile and produce, and the whmd soon abo ind- 
ed with cattle of almost e\tu> th tuition. 
They resigned it, hnwexei, into the hiiJ, of 
like French, in whoe pn^snou it h i c inh. 
tSttinued. r 

Madagascar. We come now to Mad i'Ms- 
car, xvhych is reckoned b) g^ngi ifhjj s to ?><» 
not only *the latgtst ishn 1 of Afru i, Imt o*j 
the world, unless New Ilolluid slm nhL he 
thought to* fall undu the desci iptic/f <t an 
Lland. DuFeient nations have given itNkilucnt 
appellations* tlie names call it Mad at /1 sc; the 
Portuguese .St. Lam once; the 1 i f uh l’Ttfr 

/Dauphin-, 
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L>.»flJ5E?\ and UiqNubians, Persians 1 , and Ara" 
buns, SeiMndibptTlr is situated between the 
iwelich and twenty-sixth degrees of south lati- 
'cutje, and between the foriy-fouith and fifty- 
degietsoi east longitude from London, and 
\ unii^«);ty leagues fiom the continent of Africa. 
Psi^nglh fiom uouh to south isneailyonethou- 
'Cmcb'jmles*; .rad i;s bieadth, at a medium, two 
hundred and fifty miles. Between this island 
and the continent, the sea forms a channel or 
passage, through winch European vessels com¬ 
monly sail in their vo) age to and fiom India. 

'fhe general appeal ance of the country is plea* 
.ant, fertile, and mviung; it is environed by 
hJiy mountains, and clneisified by numerous 
mount jf and fiuitful plains. The pioductions. 
a.e s9g^r, honey, vegetables, Vines, fi iiit-tices#- 
valuable gums, apices, com, cattle in great 
abundance and viuielv, wild ard lame iowL, 
precious stones, iron, silver,^copper, tin, and sle^L 
The pasturage foi cattle is excellent, iK& forests 
aie ever gft:cn, and tlie rivers, Some of which 1 
are very, considerable, are plentifully stocked 
with fish. To ^fesc local advantages we may 
also Add, that the air is esteemed temperate and 
tyjfafciinus. 

f The natives arc commonly tall, well-nix^ 
poitioncd, and of ,nT olive complexion, which * 
inclines to black. Unlike the negroes of Guinea* 
the.r hair i? not Voolly, though black and cur-'i 
ling; their noses aie small, but icgular; and 
th en - ku )s aie of moderate ihid^y'&s. 'The ge¬ 
nual dybss consists of a short piece of cotton 
cloth (*>r : ilk", wuapped round their waists, whiph 
they ia\li ]amber; but persons of 1 auk of both 
si n 'oil to this, adorn their wrists with 

L 2 rings 
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rings of the most valuable mttal, and w&h which 
they also braid their hair. The women v\ ear 
[ambers or robes, which reach to their feet, and ( 
are covered with a garment iesembling a 
shift. This covering is commonly made-pf cot J 
ton, dyed of a dark colour, and trimmed.wurif 

heads, which are fancifully arranged. # —. 

Polyg amy is prafhscd throughout the isljpad, 
antj every man enjoys a plurality of wives, ac¬ 
cording to the extent of Ins fortune. The most 
accurate and best informed writers, however, 
affirm, fiiat the female* are exemplary in their 
Conjugal obedience, their axniablene&s of di spo¬ 
il tion, and agreeableness of deportment; and the 
Inhabitapts, m general, are considered as possess¬ 
ing many virtues, which pfrhaps arc not jthaded 
by greater and more numerous vices, tkwAhose 
which are commonly practised in more refined and 
liyilired countries. The s alutatio n of a superior 
which i&csteemedfttwst respeSful, and is gene¬ 
rally UM$d by those who address the prince, is to 
Kck hisfeet S kttd thisabj'ect mode of submission is 
jifsa^gaensed by the wives, whgri their husbands 
Iroirfthe wars, or afterSi long absence, 
te art of coinage is utterly unknown among"* 
11 s people; and gold and silver are only ntyl 
Use of in ornamenting the person, or in exchange 
for other commodities. Their principal riche' 
and resource, therefore, consist in t]je number 
and value pf their cattle. * 

The sovereigns of Madagascar afFoct a great 
deal of pomp jc .^parade. They exercibO^m un¬ 
controlled aifd unlimitablc pow er 015 /er the lives 
and fortunes^of their subjects, tp whom they 
give audience, sitting cross-legged* nn, a mat* 
Great numbers of noblemen and sh/rtfs conti - 

7 < mil* 
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uuaUy attend them; and they have a variety of 
palaces, which, though, far exceeding the huts 
. and habitations of the rest of the people, consist 
boards formed by the hatchet, and raised 
Uo the baght of eight or ten feet. 

^ T h M> piirices, liowever, keep no regular or 
standing 31 my, but when an emergency de- 
-ju it, employ vassals for the purpose. Their 
manner of waging war is by surprize and am¬ 
buscade ; and when an advantageous opportu¬ 
nity offers, they assemble privately, and attack 
the enemy unawaies, and before he can fie made 
acquainted with their design. They employ 
spies to d’scovei, and make known to them, thk 
slate and condition of the foe. During the war, 
they frequently change their residence, and their 
cattle^jie dtiven to the highest mountains and 
the most inaccessible situations. Panics of thirty 
or forty men aie dispatched to plunder and dc* 
stroy tlic lesser villages, ana t(f make cantives Of 
the inhabijgints. These marauders, iivcase' of 
necessity, aie generally provided with billets 
wlinen in Arab ^characters, which they firmly 
believe wull disjiff the strength and courage of 

g enemies, and occasion their defeat. Hav- 
iken and burned the town, rliey make the 
k n and children^ prisoners, and rft'ive tl?e 
away. This last transaction closes die 
contest, unless the vanquished can obtain assist¬ 
ance and make reprisals. The only ^rvs made 
use of aie lances and hjgjyiieJts, with a few fire- 
lockST^urchased from the Durc^svmis. 

Though letters have never beefi introduced 
into tins country, the laws of Madagascar, which 
are tra-Afcoa^l, and handed down from father to 
§o», ara welded in equity, and enforced without 

' T - * partiality 
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indulgence. Punishment^ foil .ca, 
pital offences are few, and indeed seldom neces¬ 
sary ; but fines, which are paid in cattle, are frc^. 
^£ent, 'and levied on the slightest and 
vial occasions. Theft is punished by a four 
times the value of that which is stolerf ;'*but if 
the offender cannot restore cattle to such an 
amount, he must become the pioperty of tf^n-- 
j$r$d person, or forfeit his lifts Adultery with 
Jthe wife of a superior must be expiated by a 
forfeiture of thirty head of cattle, besides beads 
and Other articles: hut with the wife of an equal, 
fine of only twenty. An assault is punished 
a fine of fifteen head of cattle. 

• The religion of these islanders is pagan ism, 
%nd consists of a gross and idolatrous supersti¬ 
tion. They acknowledge, however, the c exist- 
ipce and superintendence of*a Supreme Being, 
Ifu^om they call De?an Unghorray, and’ which 
48 The Cora above but they main, 
tain ^hfct there, are four other subordinate lords, 
•each of whom presides over that part of the 
WrM to which he is appointed. These latter 

t considered as*the immediate servants of the 
£ God ; and as mediators between hinPwnd 
i; and, therefore, to them they addres^ 11 
'|$Wr «ift>8cntions and praytrsf and permce 
their religious sacrifices. It is worthy of ob'S’?^ 
vatic.js, that among these ignorant a©d supersti, 
t|Ous pdhple there exists some faint knowledge 
of the Creation and fall of man; the death of 
Abel t the IfcstiJje; the preservation cfT^oah 
and % his family; and some other circunBtartccs 
of a similar ^atore. 

Clrc^ddoiV% performed in jX'Jpjd, but 
in manner from that of a^fewi ^ 

’k'mfc* 
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VhflhorrJbtans. The ceremony is preceded by 
nirth, drinking, and feasting: after which an ox 
)r bull is presented for each child, and fastened 
b^he ground, ready for immolation. The father, 
Dr nearest connection, then takes the child in his 
irmstbwards the animal to be sacrificed, and 
putting its right hand on the bull's right horn; „ 
£*$aims—“ Let the great God above, the lords 1 
of the four quarters of the world, and the guar¬ 
dian spirits, prosper and protect this child, and 
cause him to become mighty; let 1dm equal 
this bull in strength, aftid overcome all his ene¬ 
mies.” Having thus spoken, the circumciser 

f ierforms his office ; after which the child is de- 
ivered to its mother, or nearest kin, and a feast 
concludes the ceremony. * 

It is evident, from every circumstance of the 
few religious rit£s which the inhabitants of Ma¬ 
dagascar perform, that>|hey believe in a future 
state of existence. The memory oftEeirTorefi^ 


thers is (jierished by them with the greatest ve¬ 
neration ; and, in their funeral solemnities, they 
exhibit markso^ a decent and becoming solem¬ 
nity. EveryTamily has aj£.\ce appropriated as 
Repository for its dead, which is enclosed fey a 
fnd of palisadoes, and is never entered without 
mciificing An ox or a cow to the manes cf'&fttf 
CSehinct. When an> person is to be interred, 
the principal yr chief of the family approaches 
the entrance of the cemetery ; and calling aloud 
on all the dead deposited there, informs them 
tKafyich a person is cominJ^^J repose among 
theSlJ ami requests they will own him as a friend 
<and relative. Thi$ being performed, the gates 
of tmjv burying ground are opened, and the 
deposited ia the* tart#, During the 
1 * * lattey 
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litui pi i i f this ceiemonv, the people f\ith% t 
a.c busied ui Killing and dividing the mile, 
which the st i\i\ing fnends .ind rel itions of tlie 
u,* e iscd hid pro\ ided lor then cnteit nnmQfttr/ 
]\o p t irtH.u] 11 diess is m ide use of in mofcinijig 
1 1 tin di il; but onsuchmcl nchoJy occasions' 
the/ >h.ne lilt held. 

In this is) ind m umosus, oi jnagicuns, 
juetcndto pcnetiate and undust ind tlie most sc- 
ii el powus of natuu, and, is in ly be lcquued, 
to \ t cu^e tho assist i ice oi familial aud supei- 
i i m 1 bc*m«*s; and who* mike a kind of t Jis- 
mun composition, wlmh i. tamed at the Jit id 
of tb t aiiii ; to cnsuit i ictoiy and success. I hese 
lfiipt si us have obt mud smh cied l. and rtpu i- 
# tion air. ui.» the jx ople, ny tkwii pu tended power 
and 4 " mtation, tit it implicit obedience is fyud 
to then injunctions; and no aft of import mce 
is ordernken without f* t consulting then opi¬ 
nion And though* events do not alw a vs toi- 
respond to their piedictions, they aie i^uci at a 
loss to nnd some plausible and sittsfuwry iea- 
son to aicount foi then failing; and as then 
come*tint’s will s ftietnnes ntctsliiily he ju^t 
ana tight, a very few instances of this kind 
to l&suTe then futiue and peimanent reoutafuW 
In sacred and religious acts and ceicmonjeff^ 
however, these magicians nevci inteifcic; vrAi n 
indetd, every individual considers himjclf at li- 
beity to a<$eptoi Teject the gc.icial forms of re¬ 
ligion, according to his own disposition and 
fancy. J|* PCP , 

Madagascar was first discovered by th6 Por- 
tuputse, in idOfi, but they neeei attempted to 
ciloni'cit. In 1041, the french the 

possession oi this ishod* .iud erected Wrap 
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advjmta^eous situation, which they denominated 
Fort Dauphin; but the native? having conceived 
a violent aversion towards their new neighbours, 
atixd being provoked by their tyrannical and ar- 
bitrary\jproceedings, expelled them soon after * f 
&nd sirifce tliat period no European nation has 
ever attempted a similar establishment. 

^ Cqmora IsLts. Between the northern point 
of Madagascar and the coast of Africa are si¬ 
tuated the Comora Isles, which are placed be¬ 
tween 41 and 46 degrees of east longitude, and 
10 and 14 degrees of sortth latitude. Their num¬ 
ber is five: Johanna, Comora, Mayotta, Mo- 
hilla, and Angaveja. Of these, Johanna, the 
principal, is about thirty miles long and fifteen 
broad, and abounds with all kinds of provisions 
and tfopical fruits. At this island the East In¬ 
dia ships usually >ouch for refreshments, and 
meet with an hospitality^d kindness fiom the 
natives seldom experienced on the continent of 
Africa. T£ey are negroes, profess th&Mahome- 
tan religion, and are remarkable for their affabi¬ 
lity and politenesfi^especially towards the -Eng¬ 
lish, fgjFwhomnhey express ^particular frienp* 
'shif^ojj account of the assistance renderfcd! c $ife|k 
Y<4jEpeir jwflfs with the natives of the neighbour*-' ! 

jjsMhd^i .and the,confidence they repose in 
ife Jii'^dismterested views of visiting them. Most 
k of the. lnluyntarijs are tall, robust, and well pro¬ 
portioned ; they have piercing eyesf long and 
'dark hair, and their complexions are between an 
olive And black colour. They af£jin general, a 
plain, simple, inoffensive people, devoid of ambi¬ 
tion, and entirely ignorant ol the a§ts of war. 

The fc^mruonalty wear coarse wrappers round 
' their lcins^Ind skull caps j but the more elevated 
' * rank 
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rank have wide-sleeved sliiits, which haftg dqwn 
over a pair of dmycns, and waistcoats accom¬ 
modated to the season, Fersons of consequence 
may also be disiini uished by the nails of their 
fingers and toes, which are suffered to grqjv to an 
immoderate h ng Ji, and are tinged Vi& a juice 
of a yellowish red colour, extracted fiom a shrub 
that grows in the marshy parts of the isljjpid. 
They have sasies that encircle their waist, and 
in which they usually carry large knives or poni¬ 
ards ; bpit only persons of superior rank wear 
turbans. The women tidorn themselves with 


rings and bracelets of different metals ; and they 
dil ale the lobes of their ears to a great extent, by 
means of these weighty and iavounte orna- 
dniciUv, wb'ch is considcrechas a mark of extiaor- 
‘dm.ty bi’anty. For physical leasons, 1 at.her 
than from the heat of the ohmatc, cliildien of 


bgji sexes ase accustqsfced to go naked, till they 
bo seven or eight yeais of age ; as they suppose 
that thedBfae access of air to every gart ot lia 
body is conducive to health, strong*h, and 
growth* and that it prcvcnts^liosc deformities, 
“ swathing is c apt to occasion. 

island is productive of rice, yaf/x^e'ta- 
njn^ tamarind*, oranges, lemons, ^ 

eoeOa-nuts, honey, black cattle, andvgoa'm ji v 
women, in general, are employ ed ii^ 
a^d other laborious occupations ; wliljst tlie men 
enjoy e«$ef and indulge themselves in idleness 
and luxury. Their usual food is rice, roots, flesh, 
milk, and lriffP?. The Arabic language, mcoi- 
porated with the Zanguebar tongue^ is in gene- 
fi\l use. Thfc tow n of Johanna consists ojf about 
two hundred houses and lnits ? the farmer of 
w hich are built with stone, and are tj& property 

"li. 
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of the* J^ing ana principal i#iaWtJ3int§; hut the 
Litter are constructed of leeds fastened together, 
covered with a mixture of clay and cow-dung, 
and thatched with cocoa-lcavcs. 

The government of tins island is entirely mo* 
naichiqal, the origin of wliich is ascribed to a 
'Moonsh^oiffchant, who, fl>ing for murder from 
Mnsambiyue, put to sea m an open boat, and 
^icrjjent.dly 1 cached Johanna. Being favour¬ 
ably leccived, and ioined soon aft^r by some of 
Ins c >unti ymen, he burned the resolution of on- 
ibMumnj. 1 to raise him .elf lo the sovereignty, 
whuh, without \ioIeitce or usuipation, and 
meielf hy means of superior abilities and ad¬ 
din was spcedil) clicked, His knowledge was 
iiighiv list i al lo the ignorant natives, and ren¬ 
dered lnm gieatlj 1 ejected ; and having secured 
tlief^Oui ui tlie n.ajontv of the people, and 
established himself o^thc tlirorie by their united 
ami voluntary concurrS^e, he found means to 
o\ j.torre ail opposition. Alter a long and hap- 
p\ leigu, V leit die kingdom to his son, in whose 
family it has since 1 dimmed. 

When any Lujgppean slnp arrives at the island, 
the goes on boaitl; as no Lrade can 

,be|TJfiC!ro , u ith the pople till the royal licence 
lor proem ing which they generally 
figv^^iu^gunpowder, a few musquets, or any 
fee Jsmop ean tommodiLies of small value, 
which tPeJsovereign may fancy. Oi the other 
Comora isles, we are greatly ignorant of the.r 
productions, and of the manners and customs of 
the inhabitants ; hut it is gifesflfcly supposed, 
that they a*e more inhospitable than those de¬ 
scribed, and that they are extrenydy averse j p 
any intercourse, w ih_ forcigifinitions. 

Leaving 
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Leaving tjie orWtal regions, we double the 
Cape of Sood Hope, which presents us with a 
view of the Atlantic Ocean, from whose im¬ 
mense bosom appear a considerable number of 
islands. 

81. Helena is stuated in six degrees four mi¬ 
nutes west longitude, and sixteen south 

latitude, being one thousand two hundred miles 
west of the continent of Africa, and one jjaour 
sand eight hundred east of South America. 
The island is a rock about twenty-one miles in 
circumference, vci y high and very sleep, and only 
accessible at the landing place, m a small valley 
at the east side of it, which is defended by bat- 
terics of guns planted level with the water ; and 
as the waies aie perpetually dashing on the 
shore, it is generally diihoult landing even heie. 
There is no other anchorage about the island, 
but at Chapel Valiev flay *,.*md as the wind al- 
waj s blow s from th^Eouth-cast, if a ship over¬ 
shoots the island ever so little, she cannot reco¬ 


ver it again. 


The English plantations here afford potatoes 
and yams, with tigs, plantainsbananas, grapes, 
kidney-beans, and' Indian-coin pfrf**st, how- 
fivci, most part devoured by rats, wyA^r^jar- 
bour in the locks, and cannot he 
that the Hour they use almosuM5w,Y"i2p*, 
ported fi om England ; and in times of 
t&cy generally cat yams and potatcqf'instead c/ J 
tjSrcad. Chough the island appears on every side 
a lurd barren i oc yet it is agreeably diversified 
wi til hills ansHfia fni', adorned with plantations 
of fi uit trees Vad/garden stuff. Thqy In ve great 
plenty of liogs, bullocks, poultry, duck.^y geese,• 
and turkies, with which they supply sailors 

taking 
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taking in exchange, shirts, drawers, or any light 
clothes, 'pieces of calico, silks, muslin, arrack, 
su 'iir, &c. 

St. Helena is said to have been first discovered 
by the Portuguese cn the festival of the empress, 
Helena, jpother of the emperor Coilstantine tlie 
gr2at, whourtame it still bears. It does not ap- 
peaP'that the Portuguese ever planted a colony 
here : Aid the English East India company took 
possession of it in 16'00, and held it without in¬ 
terruption till the year I (>73, when the Dutch took 
it by surprize. However, the English. under 
the command of captain Munden, recowered it 
again within the space of a year, and at the same 
time took three Dutch East India ships that lay 
in the road. There aie about two hundred fa- 
n.ilxs in the island,* 1110^1 ot them descended 
from ^English parents. 'J lit Eu<=t India ships 
take in water and provisions heie in their 

way home; but the island is so small, and the 
Mind so much against them*oiTtwardbound, that 
they then i^.ry seldom reach it. 

The company's affairs are here managed by 
a governor, deputy-governor, and store-keeper, 
who hav»yiwwdgig salaries allowed by the com t 
a public table well furnished, s to 
wjich aU^ftxnmnndcrs, masters of ships, arid 
^vacijlnjtaseng ei s, ji ave a general invitation. 
/ c AirENsiom Paj^Bg St. Helena we come to 
Ae islafiiffj^Rscension, which is situated in eight 
vjAgrees of south*latitude, and scventeendegrees 
t\\nty minutes of west longitime, from London. 
TlieVPortuguese discovered it \ fc4\y ensiQn-day, 
ind from trys circumstance thA lSlRnd received 
rs appellation, It is about tel leagues in cir* 
*umferere4k and in general is ftanoy* dry, and 
V/i. XIu. M barren, 



barren, and entirely without/water. It pi in¬ 
duces, however,a little wood, someiririls, root*, 
or hei huge; and being furnished with a safe and, 
commodious harbour, is frequented by such Last" 
India ships as have missed St. Helena, and , 
which repair hithej for refreshment. Within 
land are several spec jVs of birds, awd^sonu* goaJ;s t * 
whose flesh is not inhiioi to miMuii lor< v.ect- 
ncss and delicacy ; but the va i t imObe' l l tur¬ 
tles, which the coast affords, pnrcipall} 
mariners to tuiich at this place. In the uev, >* 
of a lock is a spot de:.onii'ie*cJ the post-office, 
wherf^ 1 ships leave coiVeU up in a bottle, 

which is broken by the next coma, and oilitns 
placed in theii stead. On tu count ol ks wa nt 
water, tins island has novel been cok»ni/ed. 

Sr. Marruiw. Tluyd .nd ol bk. Matthew 
is situated in oue device iurt\ minutes south 

L» < f 

latitude, and m im»-* de^i^ps nwhe minutes oi 
west longitude, fionv^W/Jon, and nearly tine 
hundred leaguesHo'the noith-f d'l ot Ascension.* 
It i c about eighth agues in ciriumiiicncc, and 
very bairen, but wateied by a liver'of clear and 
frjesh water, winch divide^ itself into *e\eial 
streams. This i*Und w as aho'drst -d.v/vjvered by 
the Poituguesc, vs ho, after i cttlu/g it, 

and maintaining the possession foi ^'‘veruf , 
at length abandoned it, since whichfiMyis «ever 
been thought woi til the d^tentioivfcf any 

An a boa. The island or Anife6x»Ositual«j 
in two^dygiees of south latitude, tVo hunched 
miles to the wAt of Congo, and is about thirty 
miles in ckcvnjVercnce. It was discovetd l Ja¬ 
nuary 1 , l&'tfJhnd its name import.s'a happy 
year. In this (island aie two high mountains, 
the tops ofSvhrh being constantly cay vied with 

* * <^oin.s 
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cloflds occasion frequent rain. It abounds with 
Jiuiian.toin, rice, oranges, citrons lemons, co- 
i oa-nuts .md other iiuitx common to tiopical 
I*.limates. Tlieu* aie also threat plenty of oxen, 
'hogs, shoep,£oats, pigeons, and poultry; and 
lift . 1 uv^a^fire veil stocked will) fish. The 
rliirnffe.is wholesome, and the air clear and sc- 
the greatest part of the year. The 
ihjadiiiigs aie pi incipally huti constructed. of* 
fanes; mid iii the whole island there is not a 
single house built of stone. This place is^hiefly 
\al liable on account cf fts convenient hal^oiir, 
?n which ‘hips may ride wilh the greatest safety. 
The governor of Anaboa is a Portuguese, who 
in»a few Europeans in lus service; but the ge- 
1 eialitvor its mhahi tarlls aie of negro extraction; 
and alb pay him an implicit obedience, and are 
extremely bigot ted * ft >« ^ jioir attachment to the 
Roman catholic pcTsncs‘oi r . 

St. Thomas. The islauS (S' St. 1 homas, the 
principal p^sesiion of the Poituguese on this 
coast, is of a circular form, being one hundred 


nr.-ftokMdtfc to Elropca 
■ 31 P ih&s a p e of fit rv - 


1 ^U' n;mcpi'r 
<i 


0 ! 


and twenty mdes rflund, and is situated cranny 
uml l about fr.rtv-ficc 1c^cr '(* irotn 
die -TbPdSlierft ofl Africa. The air < urn- i, and 

ins, Jew c.J .■ 'icn* e\er 
Dead bodir. puXiiiy 
they are under l 1 c ueces- 
of burning tfieni die moment that bib bo¬ 
nus r>tm£t. St. Thomas alyunds wil 1 wood 
■in&waliT, and towards the c litre of the island 
msc^h'p a mountain of suchVthcJiht, that its 
> ji^mit & generally enveloped Wt^clouds. The 
snl lyCfyrijllenfe ar.u fertile, andIro^uccs Indian 
tywn/-ic(vV&jits, Migai, and cmiminon, with little 
ci ljAvaiion. The piincipal towilin the island is 

M St, 
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St. Thome, which is likewise the see of a bishop, 
and contains five or six hundred houses, hand¬ 
somely biolt of wood, and surrounded with bal¬ 
conies, after the manner of the Pci fugues*. 
The air of tins island engenders many diseases. 

PuiNCh’s Island. Tlris small Ts^ whioh 
is situated in the Gulph of Guinea, in ohc de¬ 
gree thirty minutes of north latitude, is ertrQmeljp 
mountainous and woody. * Its piodnftions^e 
rice, Indian corn, with a variety of fiuits anlh 
loots common to tropical climates ; besides su- 
gar-tpmes, with which if greatly abounds. Black 
cattle, hogs, and goats, arc numerous in propor¬ 
tion to its extent; and the rivers and neighbour¬ 
ing sea abound with a variety of fish. In this 
island exists a species of vnonkey, which is not 
only mischievous but destru*5hve. Thf inha¬ 
bitants go naked, except^kc.r women ami chief. 
The former adorn thd»s' Snd with a chaplet of 
flowers } suspend a cross froii their neck; and, 
like the Amazons, carry a ciAeter infcheir hand. 

Fernando Po. This island, which is distant 


ten leagues from the Afficairrcontment, and lies 
in three degrees tfhd forty mnu , .h h <‘\k tintcrh lati¬ 
tude, is thirty miles long anc}< twenty It* 
^productions and inhabitant* corre^njd, Jh a 
great measure, with thosq last de^nbtl'L; 1 but 
the Portuguese, its prophdy^ vtfhku hplf* u$js 
of it. The principal value, jmdeqjfj of ilitsfrj 
islands,''Whichsituated in the Gulph of GuM v 
nea, consists in fuljfiishing provisiors and refr« l 5Ji- 
ments to uguese ships, on their >'p\i»wige 

from Brasil to yu.ca, and in their vocv.iges to 
the East In^icaS 'i he convenience :m<^ > '«vnluc, 
therefine, attending the possessit^A'of u*bes^ 
inlands* induce/ the JL)utcli, some time ago, tto at- 

terr^t 
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%?mpt tlic conquest of them, in winch they suc¬ 
ceeded. 'I he msalulnity of the climate, how¬ 
ever, destroyed [ re.it numbers of their officers, 
teamen, and soldiers; and they were under the 
yecessi ^y r A^Te r >urnimr these acquisitions to their 
loff&^fpropnetoi s; and ever since that time, 
the Portuguese have icmained in the quiet and 
'iHItffttiirhcd ^oveicipnty of these islands. 
^"^iheC\ri Vi rd Jt lands. These islands ob¬ 
tained them denomination fiom an opposite Cape* 
on the Air.can'coast, wtfnch piojcdis mtft^die sea 
between the liveis Gambia and Senegal, and is 
called (' q e Vcrd. •Their distance fiom tlv con¬ 
tinent is . i c* hundred and twenty leagues; and 
they hjj si.u.ited between twenty-three and 
twenftr— 1 \ degrees ol west longitude, and be¬ 
tween fourteen ai^^eightcen degrees of north 
latitude. Tr is aitil moth that these islands were 
unknown to the modern^ tfil the year H00, 
when Anthony Noel, a native of the state of 
G'Uioa, ui t];e Portuguese service, fust discover- 
• v i them. * They a*rn,iu,t to ne.u twenty in nupi- 

uth, howevw, aic only stabile 

most con* 
Portuguese ; 
air is m general hot, and, in some of 
pile nsUndst San^i ypttfmile to European constltu* 
r, ^ns. 

The largest dF this group i^St. J^yqo, which 
leagues in circumference. It is of a 


LiA a UV * lUUUL I1VIC4 *- »■ VAA 

her. sou*y^-Wshich, hmvcvui, aic o 
V' nVcuTti of notice. Tlie 

^>i Ay ihjy^crc j|p pled 1w the Pc 

jXhTlxa 1M* II 1-1 
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iorm; and thouljj^ tlw country is 
iot ky .hid mcuntuiuoAi, the sc&Slbduces sugar. 
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goats, hogs, civet-cats, and a remarkably bfeauti^ 
fill species of green m on kies with white l acgf. 
The surrounding sea"fufnisl.es great plenty ard 
variety of excellent fish ; and the outward-hourd 
East India ships generally touch hewgj^r fresl^ 
water and provisions. Ribctia Giande \v^he 
capital of the island, the seat cf government, and 
a bishop’s see, containing a cekhi ated and 
built monastery, the gaidens of whn h arc higffiV 
admired. The other towns d note in this island 
are Styffigo, St. Doming?, St. Domingo Abacen, 
and Dray a ; the last of winch has a most excel¬ 
lent h irbour, defended by a foil, situated on the 
summit of a lull. 

Brava is in fourteen degrees of north latitude, 
about four leagues m cimimfcience, and primi- 
pally consists of high motm-uirs, which rise m 
the form of a pyiamid.* - ^Tthas an excellent har¬ 
bour, and is, therefbrfc, much frequented by the 
Dutch and Portuguese vessels trading to thu 
East Indies. The picducLums of tl^s island aw 
s^Jtpetrc, Indian coin, with tin' fruits'and routs* 1 
ion to ti op iced chmau.3; ^p'd/^^iarticu- 
eminent fer its vines. it ti**^*, [■ 
The island of Fulgo, takt& its naw/i from a 
-dreadful volcano, situated m the cn'ftie 1 ,-whicii 
sometimes emits rocks rf A^odl^icMs si*e to an 
amazing and incredible lieiglit’f and \\ hit a n< 
more tiern^ndoiu than the loudest thunder ; and 
sometimes toiventv of flaming sulphur fli w do>; n 
the sid^s of <iienjfcuntain, and the lava is-i^tcr- 


\y.ugg-ix 
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ta^ts are c hiefly negr oes, who manufacture cotton 
cloth, and" are famous for bleeding mules, of 
which they dispose to Europeans. 

Mayo is of an oval form, '•even leagues in 
circumfereru’Y, and derived it 1 * name from being 
disW££Jf6aon May-day. Tn this island immense 
cjuantiqgs 'of salt are made from the sea, ciys- 
t<&hs9d by the heat of the >un, which is only 
#%&cd during the dry season, contrary to the 
operations of cryslali/ang performed in the West 
Indies. This commodify furnishes a v^|V con¬ 
siderable trade to the English, which cosr^pnly 
a present to the negro governor, w ho is generally 
invited on board every ship that anives for this 
jpurpose. Though tl^e soil is dry and parched, 
it produces corn and provisions sufficient for the 
consumption of the inhabitants; and feeds a 
great number of asses,'with which the English 
sometimes fieight whole ships, and cairy them 
to mrdadocs, and other British islands. The 
surroiindift* sea fufnishes a plentiful supply of 
fish, esfcCTally of joradoes. 

BoK^:*r^^,was first discovered by the Feitu- 
Sjww*. 1’ hiitfnVl its appellation from the beau¬ 
tiful pro^j»Av: ft aFords towaids the sea. It is 
tweng^hades long and twelve broad; and pro- 
di^jes immmse quj^iites of indigo, and more 
Jetton .hvui'ftffia rest of the Cape Void islands. 
-'As our eduntrfmen carry on ^considerable trsif- 
Tfcwith the nations of BonrJista, fhl Iatglidi 
language is not only understood, byt also spoken 
by the inhabitants of this aL A curiosity 
exists here? which is likewise be found in some 
cf ’ ln£vn*her Islands : this is <j|ku9d of vegeta ble 
.&£rinc, extremely perops* «ind\of a giJywRsPr 1 
_ ^ Jour :r 
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]oui ; which, protruding stems, forms .something^ 
in shape resembling the head of a cauliflower. 

The isle rf Sal obtained its appellation from* 
the vast and inn edible quantuies oi ‘•alt naturally® 
produced from t no sea-water. TJje total defi- 
coney of froli watei has occasioned'* iV^t>oe- 
come a desolate ami U<'scif island. ■ J 

St. Nu ito j 'r is the 1 ugest of the Cap^Vtrti- 
islands, ei;< opt in j, St. Jugo. The land is 
high, and the sof pnuu'u"' mai/ein great abim-* 
dance,^irost tiopu J nuits. and a vatielv of 
•pui ticularK the dragon-tree, from which 
exudes the di ul; c died trn.n-diauon. The nu- 

r» 7 n ^ 

tives are ingcivons and industrious, ami employ 
themselves in maMU..6nnug cotton cloth, and ui 
forming it into in esses for Hie Guinea trails The 
capital is Si, Nielmho, which is the most com¬ 
pact ami populous i f any^ffiwn on these islands, 
though the nest a^d # most, superb bLuldin;^>„ 4 re 
covered and thatched \ ith grass. 

St.John’s 1st vnu, which is ven^ high and 
mountainous, abounds with wood .irfehfflSsh w'^S, 
ter, and pioduces iaige i;uanti tie^pet:e, 
f various fruits anS loots cortThua 
ctfmates, and plent} of lowdsfin* ^attle. Tuc * 
natives aie icpicsciituJ as a sample, uidfi^iiMve, 
and hospitable race ct peopjje, wlio we ira, UJ/dit 
covering of cotton cloth, maniita^-* 

tui el When the governor grants leJve to tlrc^ 
inhabitailtsto huntthe wild goat, which is cor>* 
sidered as a healliful iecre<jtion, they all/Ss- 
semble with flyagffogs; and w r hen die game is 
killed, and the office ended, the flesh*is divided 
according to *he ^distribution of die goyfentor; . 
ivho reserves a p*!t for himself, and jifestows ihc » 

skins 
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skins on those who, through age or ‘infirmity, are 
incapable of pursuing the sport. Besides this 
offic^ the governor is also the only magistrate, 
and decides in all matters. It’ nnv one is so stub¬ 
born as to refuse complying with the decisions of 
the go;g«Ctt*br, he is confined (ill si.ch time as he 



tfVproper to submit to Ins dcctc.es. It is 
sddoprth.it capital offences arc pci peiiated ; but 
when a crtihe of that nature happens to be com¬ 
mitted, the noxious person is imprisoned till*the 
parties agree, and a bond be obtained from the 
relations of the offending person, that rn^shall 
make his appearance at a public tribunal, when¬ 
ever a judge shall arrive from Portugal to ad¬ 
minister justice. 

St. Vincent is inhibited by no htimanheipgs g 
but isTrequently visited by mariners, on account 
of its excellent bayy-m which ships may ride 
with safety, and where wild jgoati and turtles, 
and other necessaries, may easily be procured. 

St. Anthony is chiefly distinguished by its 
*ii€ation, and contains a mountain 
which is thought *to equal, if not exceed, the 
Peak in height? and its summit, 

fSSfich is coftstjntly covcied with snow, notwith¬ 
standing the clearness and serenity of the sky, is 
geradlly enveloped igi clouds. Several pleasant 
‘ /^£ts watQg-^hf ’ground, and dilFuse plenty 
roughout thcjsl ind : the soil produces mai/e, 
inranges, lemons, limes, banan^C plantains, pom- 
juons, guavas, musk, and wat-rr-lcmons, in great 
abundance, besides a vast vsjpv‘pjV*of trees and 
shrubs. The general charadii/of the natives is 
that thpy are inoffensive and h*m<jpe ; and they 
are supposed to amount to neir three thousand 
persons, threc-foui ths of which lire slaves; who, 

after 
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after the manner of the free-negroes, are pos¬ 
sessed of wives, houses, and plantations, but aref 
governed by a steward; appointed by a Portu¬ 
guese nobleman, to whom the island belongs* 

Canaries. The Can.incs, supposed to be the 
Fortunate or Happy islands of .intiqtJ.»tamoujU 
to seven in number, and ;ue situated bAe*v£fen 
27 degrees bO minutes, and 2 { .) degree^p mi¬ 
nutes, of north latitude; and between J'/Re¬ 
grets, and 17 degiecs 50 minutes, west longi¬ 
tude from London. The Caithaginians, when 
injhj^itight of their power and gkr^JrsLdfi^- 
cm,*vi and colonized these islands; but sifter the 
Romans had conquered and annihilated that 
state, the navigation to the west was completely 
/stopped* and the Canaries were veiled in obscu¬ 
rity and forgotten, till they were lediscovdred by 
the Spaniards in the yegs. 14*05, to whom they 
still belong. On their arrival, they found that 
the natives lcscmbiei the Africans on the con¬ 
tinent, in their stature and completions ; but 
that their language was totally dij 
their customs and manners in no respect corre¬ 
sponded with tlioSe of their tlgenitors, 

or of their continental neighrou/s. *Tliey vh 
greatly ignorant of the arts] 1 and altogether of 
- the sciences; and being \old that there*\ytre 
Outlier count: ies in the w6rW bp^ i^es tlieir a*$ti, 
they expiessed much wonder and astpuishmcnt. 

InOrtAiD Cfl.am, the number of inhabit 
tants is said to have amounted to thirty thou¬ 
sand; and hiT ‘fK ir i r r r , to fifteen thousand. 
The Spauiaut? tPiled th rni a barbarous and in¬ 
human lace dvple; but it does not appear 
that thcii ferociS to their captives, ^ho had. 
znaltieatcd then* and over whom the chance of 

wax. 
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war had given sugnbsolute and unlimited power, 
extended further than to compel them to guard 
,; rn|d herd their cattle. They were denominated 
Guanches; were of a gigan tic stature, which 
has since decreased ; and had" the dexterity o£ 
throwing stones with a force equal to lliat of^i 
Lusketshilh. But this art, from disease, has 



beeft Mir a.long time lost among them. Iheir 
other weapons of anno) ance and defence con- 
Mstecfof lances pointed with horn, or hardened 
in the fire. Pol yga my was not only permitted, 
hut the virginity ore very bride was considered as 
the property of the chief*; and both the l^fehand 
and wife thought it a mark of distindboi^jaid 
regard when he condescended to claim his rigmfci 
Whenever a new prince ascended the throne, a 
certain number of young persons, of both sexes, 
sacrificed themselves in honour of him, and to 
render his reign prosperous and happy ; and as 
a reward for their loyalty und-dismieicsted con¬ 
duct, the monarch con~.ider?*d* lumself bound to 
bestow alljpossible kindness and favour on the 
flfj jwse infatuated victims. '(lie Guan- 
xhes are active and lively, naturally bold and 
warlike; nimble, that v r ith the assist- 

u^pvileijhtl,' will leap fiom one rock, to 
another, thougn a|a i on m deruble distance, with 
JSuing agility and provision. When immured 
in Kstles and fortress^, they conti i\e to scale 
til/ inside pf the walls, and by poising their bo¬ 
dies they will descend the mos^slce^ ^nd rug- 
gpd precipices. They speak their own language 
withrgreat rapidity, and proAounee only with 
their teeth syid lips. A few of jjtif&m have been 
converted to Christianity ; but^as they were in¬ 
duced to assume tills professjofjf thtough fear of 

\ the 





~~ XfftlCA* ISLAND!* * 

the inquisition, it is not to supposed that 
their religion is altogether reaTuud without hy¬ 
pocrisy. y »* 

In these islands a pure and temperate air pre¬ 
vails, and the most delicious fruits abound, par¬ 
ticularly grapes, from which that rich wine is 
extr.itted tli.it is distinguished by Canary, an$i 
of which the gicattst part is exported*^ ^./g- 
land, where the annual consumption of f. us up¬ 
wards often thousand hogsheads. The CAtCffe 
aie also abundant in cattle and various othci^ 
animals, and aie particularly famous for tliose 
beaut' J al and pleasing birds of song vvhicl} bear 
the .ame of the islands. 

"Palma is the most western and farthest dis¬ 
tant liom the comment of Africa of any of the 
Canaries, and is tv enty f four miles long and 
eighteen bioad. In this island is a high and 
spacious mountain, cillcd^Le Caldeia, or the 
Cauldron, fiom .1 lio31ow"in its summit, which 
giadually declining occupies a space of neatly 
tliiity acres, .md liom which several springs 
issue, that, passing tlnough an ap^flturc c& :■ 
mountain, unite at the l ottpm, anu Fue mauC, 
use of in turning sugar-mills, 1 ‘^dormer ex¬ 
istence of several volcanos ill ddTerent 
the island is apparent, and Ihe'channel of-tin* 
lava may still he traced. In Novemler 1(\ 
ahe eaith sliook for sevdfal days contain illy, 
Which was accompanied with loud and t*on*efi- 
dous nojse^ an.lt Hiring w htch pffriod inany open,* 
ings appeared in diffei ent places ; but the njnyfc 
considerably chasm was at Mont aux Chfevres, 
which emitted ames and stones. In 17ol) ano¬ 
ther eruption touk place, when the* lava flowed 
down the sides |f the mountain, and discharged 

itself 
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jjself into the sea*,*bout a mile north of the town 
"id" Santa Cruz* This island produces mdre 
my its, sugars, and wines, than the inhabitants 
can possibly consume. Santa Cm/ is the best 
and largest town in Palma, and is situated on 
the south-east side of the island. It contains 


imuiy neat and elegant structures, and has a 
cofc'Aodiops haven, in which vessels may lide 
secure irom every wind. 

nbtRRo, fiom whence the French geographers 
formerly computed their longitude, as the Dutch 
did .theirs from Tencriffe, is fifteen leagues 
in circumference. Forjd>ovc a league fra® the 
sea, it has a steep ascent, bey raid which the wad 
is tolerably level and fruitful, abounds withal 
vai iety of trees and shrubs, and produces pas¬ 


turage and flowers iif greater luxuriance than 
any ol*the sister islands. As there is neither 
spung, well, nor river in the island, Providence 
has supplied that want by providing the inha¬ 
bitants with the leaves of d tfee, resembling an 
oak, whicl^grows on the summit of the ascent, 
"ypfcoqfl yifrich they distill a quantity of water 
Sufficient to supply every living creature ill 
Ferro. The hi; mclies of this * underf ill tree are 
^jUiand exte^de|l. Every morning a cloud 
risrcTrom the se\ which being driven by the 
wl^to the summit qf the cliff, by degrees set- 
tle«n the tree, from the leaves and branches of 
iwlncn’ the jvater Hows down into a large stone 
reservoir to th* quantity of i$*;nty hogsheads. 

singular phenomenon is attested by tra¬ 
vellers, who affirm that they were aye-witnesses 
of the faft»»and is only contsadf&ed by one^ 
who, it is said, 15 no farther a philosopher than 
that he is sceptical and incredulous. The na- 


at ne is scept 
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tives of ilii islind, previous arrival aryl 

settlement of the Spaniards among them, paul 
icligious vcneidtion to two deities, one of wlWm 
was a male, the other a iconic, each being wor¬ 
shipped by the respective sex. It was believed 
by them, that though these deities icsided in 
heaven, yet they descended to earth tc* receive 
the praycis ami petitions of their .snradiants, 
and then 1 etui lied to their celestial ahndf^ _ 

Gomi ra is a small but fertile island, and 
produces sir ar canes and ii.es. Mul»s aie 
veiy common, and moie nunruou, hci<* than in 
any {%. the sijtci isles ; p and lliere aie also many 
fi'fvr, which were onginally lmnoitc l fiom Bar- 
uary. ’I he hcioes ot this island wuc esteemed 
immortal, and tilth martial achic\oments aie 
still celebrated iniude and mh irmoniouspoePy. 
A singular custom of admitting a community 
oT women pievails in Gomei a; and though 
evci\ man has awi^c of hr own, it would be 
considered as unci\u not to lend 4.hem to those 
who request it. And huice it is, thaf 1 -jhc sisters, 
son always inliciits. 'I he pi lncipjfLfj^fi^^rf tje 
island is denominated La Villa de Palmas, or 
the tow n oi Palitts, from th&ggreut quantit) nf 
palm-trees giowing in the iy igjibnurhood^ 
this town are i church, a '■oftvent oi fMAis, and 
neaily two hundred private houses, it 

abounds with plenty oi water. 

Tim rii t l is eelebi ated lor i t ts pe^k or mouni 
t un, the *sumift!t of w f hich resembles a sugar j 
loaf; its height is about lour miles perpended jbt 
rom the cal di, and it may be seen at sea to the 
distance of rfiorft than one hundredfold twenty 
miles. This island is cf a triangular foi m, whose 
tliree sides are neaily equal, each of winch is - 

about 
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iflbout twelve leagues in extent. The peak coii- 
'*SP6ts of vast rocks, piled on one another, and is 
evidently the cfletfs of subleiraneous eruptions 
and violent concussions of nature; and this 
mountain still continues at times to emit such 
incredible quantities of burning sulphur and 
rriTSte^ ore, that the richest and most cultivated 
lands are iheicby converted into baiicn deserts. 
OnTiTe summit of the peak is continual snow ; 
the air is subtile, cold, and piercing; and the 
tiaveller, who has the curiosity to make the at¬ 
tempt of 1 caching the t^p, feels a palpi 
liishcjitfUhich is accompanied with a i 
of breathing. Dei ore he has reached cue 
the ascent, the clouds appear below him, 
the whole surrounding country resembles a vast 
and unbounded ocean. 

The capital of this island is Santa Qruz, which 
is situated near the shore, and has Jtn excellent 
and commodious harbour.* *The town is large 
and populous, and contains several superb and 
sti pftuics. In 17 04* happened a very 
Sreadhilcarihquake in this island, and no less 
than tvcnLy-nine concussion^ were experienced 
fe ^ic space of tli^ee hours. On the Mst of De- 
certetfl^the cArth opened, and two volcano', 
\%e formed, which emitted Mich a quantity of 
stakes as to raise t\vo considerable mountains. 
Qnl fie ."tji of January following, the scene be¬ 
came still moi? dreadful and ajurmmgy tbe sun 
totally obscured by the clouds and flamesj 
and the whole surrounding country, to the dis¬ 
tance of nine miles, exhibited an*universal de- 
luge of devout ing*fire. Tlie violence of the 
thunder increased, the island wa^ shaken to its 



centre, and the wretched inhabitants every where 

N - fleeing 
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fleeing for refuge, met certain and inevitable d£\ 
Urudhon. Notwithstanding these dreadful cl¬ 
usters, the island is ferule and salubrious, and i 
abounds w ith com, v inc, and oil. Most of the 
Gu nefces, who survived the devastation and 
havoc ot the Spaniards, built a town in Tene- 
rilFe, iji which their posterity still reside. ,»'I ney 
speak their own language, ■which lcsembl^s tln\t 
of the Moors of Barbary. They acknowledge 
a Su} reme Being, whom they consider as just, „ 
compassionate, and mciciful. They had kings 
to wlv Tn they swore fidelity, and whose palaces 
'cave* and locks, formed by nature, which g 
still distinguished by the n.ime of the royal 
taverns* 

Grand Canary is a most delightful and fe r- 
jile island, possessed of a happy temper,tturc of 
feir, and founding with delicious lruits, trees, 
and salubrious streams ; insomuch that, in every 
point of vie^f it Acrits the appellation of the 
Fortunate Island. In the inteuor pat of it aie ^ 
several mountains of great height, «*5iifb.dcftf5p 
the prospedl; and it abounds w ith wood of va- N 
rious kinds, of which the pine* palm, \\ itd-olive, 
poplar, lamd, dragon-tree, lijnum rhodiumTSfcs* 
dian fig, and many others, giow' vpont xtcotoly.,* 
Its fruits are oranges, lemons, chrons, pc m^h- 
nates, apples, pears, pearlies, ap-icots, figs, c^cs, 
and, in short, all that is common to tl e Kui c pcanj 
<br American dictates, except pine-apples. It ah <v 
produces a variety of mots, hei bs, and plants^ai^i 
two crops annually of wh*»at, barley, and nfai/e; 
and is not destitute of any animal gr vegetable 
production wbicli human •nature may seem to 
Acquire. F.iftna, tlie capital of this island, is 
Jdtmtted thite mil-es from the sea coast, and 


T 


though % 
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' plough a place of no great strength, is large 
and populous, and contains many superb and 
elegant buildings, public as well as private. At 
some distance is a safe and commodious har¬ 
bour, whnh is setuie against every wind, ex- 
ie|>t the south-east, which seldom blows with' 
siuh wioleuce as to endanger vessels. .» * 

. Ihj^'r. i v vi ntur \ is about eighty miles long, 
and .ft a medium about fiiteen broad. The soil 
is m gcneial fcitile m corn, roots, and fruits; 
and the island is beautifully diversified with hills 
and \allies, ,md well watered and suppli^twith 
( tunb^i. It lias seveial bays and harbours rWmt? 
as the sea sometimes uses upwards of sixty feUl 
in height, the stiongest vessels aie in danger of 
being dadied to piects by the force and vio¬ 
lence 8f the waves. In *tlns island are thre& 


towns, the-capital of wlfich contains a clmich, a 
coni cut, and about one hundred and fifty houses. 
Theie is also a number of Villages, scattered 
-hioughoufc the island, which are populous, and 

of winch enjoy altunintarupted 
'slate of health to a very advanced period. 

The last island.of the Candies, of which we 


giv e .1 description, is Lanct rata, which is 
aflffSenjpfcilcs in length, and ten in breadth, and 
atSfcaliJtancc appear^ high, black, rocky, and 
baif^ji. It is divided by a ridge of mountains, 
which afTojd oijjy pastuiagc for cattle, but the 
vallies aie fertile and pleasantf and*tbe air i# 
pore and wholesome. It abounds with grain, 
fruits, neat cattle, camels, and asses. On the 
rocks whiclfc encircle the coast jsjlows the or- 
chilla-weed, a a ingredient ifsed in dying purple^ 
whicli is beheved to be the getufian colour of 
tjie ancients. About seventy years since ap- 
: N 3 1 rear# 
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volcano, which emitted an immenfieN 
ip&fcritity of ashes and stones; and a small ro/k, 
4# the form of a pyramid, afterwards arose, 
which still continues. The principal port of 
JEhib island is Porto del Naos. To these seven 
great islands might be added St. Clair, Qpi' 
cioSa,*Rocca, and Allgranza; but they possess 
nothing worth describing. 

JVIadliras. These islands are two in 'num¬ 
ber, and, at cording to several writeis, were first . 
^ discovered in 1344, by an Englishman ol the 
aattip^fef Ovington; lfut the Portuguese first 
jpf^ possession of them in 14-31, when they ^ 
'Sound them uninhabited and covered with word; 
^yhtch being cut down and burned, the soil v as 
' rendered abundantly fciiifb, and has continued 
q$o ever since. 

h$ADEi&A, which is the larger island, is one 
hundred and eighty miles in circumfeienco, and 
possesses a most delightful climate, and a per¬ 
petual spring. It is composed of ont contimre d^ 
bill, that extenefs from e;ii>t to west, n t’SjT 

«rn declivity of which are vineyards, and the^ 
seals of the richest merchants.. Madeira abounds 
With wine, com, oil, sugar, and fruits; 

Are perpetually in blossom ; and the beuy^ 1 
well watered and fertilized by several rk^i s, 
ppoduoes every delicious vegetable lh.i|/jcan 
Itemyibute to the luxury or gutfificatinn of lit. 
HSs was the fiftt place in the west where the 
of sugar was attempted, and from 
the*-plantations were removed to' tlie 
* The. sngaj that is made in this island 
j ftkagw eet gmell and aUbautiful appearance, 
madeira is now chiefly distinguished tor its ex¬ 
cellent wines, whijffti ^seera intended by J)ivir\p 

Providence^ 
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Providence a rcfioshmvnt to the inhabtl 
obthe torrid /one. There are several 
these wines, and it is computed that at legist; 
twenty thousand hogsheads are an Anally 
ported to other countries. The wine of tm$ 
island not only endures a waim climate, b# 
even improves by being exposed to the rS^s 
licaLef the sun. I he most considerable tonflflk 
is Fohchialc, which is fortified w th a castle $Da 
battery ot cannop. The inlubiiaits of thfei 
place .ire the descendants ot English an^Frend&i 
Homan Catholics, and Native lVi tngucsefr ^Thfr 
elngy aie e cecdmgly uch ; and the essein||& 
< r i *ligion arc \ ery little observed. * 

For to San ro, the other Madeiia island, iftfy 
opposite to the kingdom of Morocco, and* 
though euremeh tertilc and productive, is onijp 
about ten miles in cucumferenco. The Pdftuj$ 
guese fleet, on a voyage discoveries to the 
c >ast ot Ah ii.i, in 1112, being surprised J>f fl¬ 
it weie diiven upon this i^ind, wliicft, Oil 



n .oant*tf the pmteftinn it afforded them, they 
d'nominated Poito Santo, or the Holy Port* 
The East India ships generally touch here td 
witer. and fresh provisions, as th#p 


scM 


flil large and commod’ous harbours 
w^Jilhey ma\ i ide»secure. We must liot fbjf- 
eet to (mention that the islands of Madeira ‘ ^ 
v^iolls ovtinpttd tiom venomo^u- amm 
th.it if any no:/ums or pc/isonbu^reyftT 
tnidured, they will Immediately die. 
likewise is extremely salubrious, .^iS is 
commended for pulmonic •fcmplalnrs. * 

A/ores. It has %tvev/yet b<^» d*fc$r 
whether the Azores are to be reckoned *a. „ 
the number of the ^African, AweriM^fr Bit 
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klands; as they-are situated at nearly a# 
tal distance from those several paits of ijse 
fid : they lie in the Atlantic Ocean, between 
fcWcnty-five and thirty-tv.o unices ol west lon¬ 
gitude, and between tlnrty-so\en and fnity ck- 
jpees of north latitude, i Ley \wic tiisi d»sco- 

f y^fted^y a merchant of Euup s in .1 b, uueis ; 
m sailing to JLi‘ m n, w.i* acudeutaHv Jnvcn 
UfHJn them hy a stoiin, and gave them the .ep¬ 
ilation of the Fl< nosh id.nv<s. Loastmg, h< ne¬ 
ar, o^liih discos ciies, on ho auival at Lisbon, 
W6 JMtuguCbC miniLdittcl) sent a licet of sh ps 
wflalcc possession ol the in; and i;u it numbeis 0 
Iff hawks .Mid tab (Ms bating b'*iu (bsitved in 
Jneir approach to iht*.e 1 winds the) uceived 
tjte name which tilt) lnA at pi'-^.U, though 
Ipey are sometimes valkd the \\ t Ain Itkr.cb. 
f £fa* sky here is clear and *eieut*, and th.* an 
{Operate and sali'hiiar.': but violent eaith- 
,<qltMtke$ and mundaUci s i/l the sea :i:e lictjnent, 
"audfrom both the-a* cause the inhabitants ^ubei 
^considerably. They .■ bemad, how e\ ei, w \ 
wine, and a variety of iiuu , cattle, fish, and 
fowl. • 

’/f»T. Michafl, the Ingest of the Ajon^is 
jtjbnost one hundred milt > m< iunnitercj*4f', and J 
^'fcpfctains one city, fve tov. ns,: w ent > -tw o vr ia^Jff, 
vri|jftipwaids of tiftv thousand oihabitant*,; Inis 
luxuriantly fertile, and fcarrii* cm a co*- 
>lo* oommft'ce m corn, wine, and cattle. 
^0 principal harbours aie Ponto Delgada, 
MjjHlla Fft^iea, which are insecure and dfen- 
us for vessels. # • 

K MaR v, # which V$ a*fy about four miles 
aiwfjthree broad* & surrounded by a strong* 
natWd pampart of high mount a mb, in sucq 

a manna 
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mmyinncr, that neither castles, nor fortification^, 
ar^ requisite for its defence. The interior paff 
of the island is fertile, populous, and well culti¬ 
vated, and -supplies all the necessaries and con^ 
veniencies of life in great abundance. What* 
rthieflVments our artention is the establishment* 
of a pmceUin manufa&ure, in which chirupwatp w 
is hamiiV imitated, /find which constitutes th# 
principal article of commerce in this island* 
Porto is its chief town. St. Mary is surrounded 
by a tempestuous sea; and a cloud, whicl^ covers 
the summit of the highest mountain in tki* 
island, announces the approach of a st$ls^ 
vVhen this precursor and foreteller of the temP 
pest appears, a sort of murmuring noise is heart} 
in the air, the cattle sfeem uneasy and terrified, 
and th? birds retire to some places o£ conceal¬ 
ment. Soon after, the sea becomes agitated, 
and ships must immediately abandon this daiv* 
gerous coast, if they would avoid being dashed 




t o pie ces. • ^ * 

which is thirteen nmes IfllTgand 
six broad, has a spacious and commodious ha¬ 
ven, for which reason it is th§ most important 
andgnhiiblc of all die Azores. This island la 
cS^ilar form, and is strongly defended 
boYi blnatuic «md ayt- It produces wheat and 
r.d'.ei Jain, j\is*iii\ige for cattle, and a great: 
\.l:cU <1 Vinous, orange*, and all those Iraki 
tujnnui to tr. pied ai.d Furfpeam climates. 
Angiu, ’which i, the metropolis or Tercera, and 
of^lW the A/ores, is the residence df the gover¬ 
nor, and I'ttilfcee of a hi shorn who .ft the ruffra*j 
gan and the dependent ofjfic patriarch cf ~ 
bon. This capital is strong and populous^ 
contains several spacious streets, a eathc 
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five churches, an hospital, and eight convent^. 
The Brazil and East India fleets generally touch 
at this island for refreshment* 

b The island of Graciosa, which, it is said, de¬ 
rived its name fioin the remarkable futility of 
the soil, is about ten miles long ami seven,broad* 
and eantains two towns, the principal (J which 
is Santa Cruz, seated on a\bay of the yea which 
forms a commodious harbour called/cahete, and 
defended by a foit and battery. 

The island of St. GroR<l t is chiefly distin- 1 
guisheil for its lofty arid valuable cedars, with 
filltfch die natives carry on a considerable trade, 
it is in some parts locky and mountain-.ns ; buff 
in others, well cultivated and populous; and 
contains three towns and four villages. The 
capital is denominated Villa de Velas, Rnd is a 
small and inconsiderable place, with only one 
church and one convent, but possesses the advan¬ 
tage of a poit. r 

^he island of Pico obtained its iyne from a 
taftjKYMrimtJtf, terminating, like tluL qf. HPent- 
riffc, in a peak, and said by some audioi s to be 
nearly equal to it in height. This isiand may 
be seen at a great distance, and is si\iccivj|piles 
in length and five in breadth. * Its p^jffitioryj 
are nearly the same as tl^ose of all thel Azures. 
The principal port is at Villa des Lage/s, from 
pfcence the natives carry on a considerable ti^dc 
with v/hiQ»s, arid various kinds of wood, paiticu- 
ferly cedar. 

The island of Faval, which is nine roiias^ii 
length and £nree iw breadth, derij^e l its naifu 
r ^m the ^t-oat qttynu^gfr' t_f be^ch-ticcs wnl 
|cb it was covered. The principal jk>ce ii 
inland is Villa dc Horta, which has a bar 

boti 
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hour defended by a castle an<jl batteries. In the 
reign of queen Elizabeth, the English, under the 
command of the earls of Cumberland and Essex, 
’ took and burned a squadron of ships richly laden, 
which was in the harbour, made themselves mas¬ 
ters of this island, and destroyed its fortifications* 
f^THdisland of Flores is tolerably large, and 
its capful is called Santa Cruz. It abouiufaKvith 
wood.^xVn, pasturaa^, and other necessary and 
useful productions. ^ The inhabitants live to a 
great age ; jtind tha^ sland is populous. 

Corvo, the last if the Azores, lies opposite to 
Flores, and derivAl its* name from thS great 
jimhber of crows with which it abounded \riten 
fiist discovered. The whole circumference 


the island is not more than threj leagues, and 
the coast, except twft insignificant harbours, 
which fan receive only vessels of small size, is 
every where surrounded by a chain of rocks. 

The A/orcs, like the Madeiras, are wholly 
exempted from poisonous of Obnoxious animals, 
and when %ny of these creatures happens ta be 
imported* the air immediately- iteatiu y ^ TOem. 
The king of Portugal claims and receives the 
tenth of all the productions of*these islands, and 
the ^tgle article of tobacco raises a considerable 
Vofenug^ Wines, however, are the chief produce 
of the Azores, and twenty thousand pipes, or up* 
wards, Ire annually exported. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 


Of Egypt* 

\ 

I F the population of ;• country be decileu 

erileuon by wlncn to estimate it/pio^pt- 
rity, how ditfeient, alas! Vs the presej^ state ol 
£gypt from its anc.cnt gicitnes-». x]\4 flou¬ 
rishing days of Sesostiis, it stated* that the po¬ 
pulation of this country amounted to upward* 
of seventeen millions«of souK In the lapse, 
hpwever, of a lew centuries, the sword of lh« 
^bnqueror, the destruction of chil war, and the 
baneful oppiessidn ot tyiannv, i educed the in¬ 
habitants to hall that number. But even then it 
had not arrived at that pitch of adveisitf, which 
it.has since experienced : the caliphs, Tuihs, and 
Mamelukes, were destined to increase ltsnusciy, 
and complete its depression. It was these mis- 
Crqpnts rliat impeded the progress, .pul destroy¬ 
ed fr-awaucy xf^cience ; that laid wast# works of 
great and public utiliiy, which had cost the la¬ 
bour of ages ; that obstructed or neglected the 
canals, aqueducts, and lakes, which had lo^hcit 
object the cultivation of the couritry; .^cS/ at^u? 
conclusion of the eighteenth centuiy, Scarcely 
three millions of inhabitants could be nwmbeicd 
throughout the whole exlei r of^Egypt. 1 v 
This country* is now divided into Upper and 
Low'er Egypt. Upper Egypt consists ot a long 
valley, which begins at Sienna and ends at 
Cairo. Tw<5 chains of mountain% which taMp 
their rise from the\^cas|prn cataract, fpim tHi 
cqptouri of that country; and directing their 

course 



course frofi^tonfclvcatt to north-west, tUX%c^ 
rqjaxh the attitude of’Cairo, they then separate 
and diverge to the right ^nd left; the one 
stretches to mount Colzoum, the other terad* 
states in banks of sand, n£ar the city of Alexan- 
dria. Between these mountains the Nile flows* 
a* 6 ^Ween two insurmountable barriers* Spmdr 
limes smooth and tran/uil, it slowly and^naje** 
tically pursues that course which nature andart 
have Vac out for i/; at other times sapid 2sj 
impetuous, yddene^ with the sands of Ethiopia, 
it swells, aim disdaining its former boundaries, 
coveis the country with its waters for a sjfeace of 
two hundred leagues. This valley is still as ff®£ 
Tile as in the ancient and more prosperous dayfe 
of Thebes 5 but it is less cultivated, and its once 
renowned cities are levelled with the ground* 
while oppression, ignorance, and superstition, 
usurping the throne of laws and of arts, keep 
them buried and in ruins* V 

Lower Egypt compieheitdS the whole of that 
country situated between Cairo, the Mediterra¬ 
nean, the isthmus of Suez, and 
angulat island called the De’ta, which is included 
in this pait ot Egypt, is the most fertile in the 
worhL and the glory of that country: its extent, 
JicpveTa* is greutly curtailed by the ravages oi 
► itfs condwrors, who overthrew the eastern buh 
wark pi Egypt, and Vpmpelled the inhabitants 
tO| seeli pc ice and J^anquiility in the interim 
pai ts of the Leftar The earth 19 ncr (ptygeg 
Uied and cultiyicd withthat care andWCtidMi 
dis.i mg Jfshecfthe ancients, and being udw 
cSpuse^to the ardour of it tropfcaL ws% 
•dSterrmoptiy* convert^dintJ sandy and based 
plainer Where fbra9ff*were perih rich-land 

VbL. xiix. O m 

• ^ 
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„_^nourishing towns, ndthfag% td |e found sit 

present bat a fed mean^ind wretched hairikflts* 
fUSrrdunded by d^te trees and deserts, 'f he 
Numerous canals which intersected the nun- 
-try are now chiefly fiHed up, and have water hi 
to t only during the overflowings of the Nile. 
Jibe seveh branches by which this river fr mi* 1 - 
through the Delta., and emptied i Xelf mtfc 
sea, are at present reduced to twp; those of 
ettaandDamietta; anoone ortvpcanflls,na- 
, vkable only during a part\of the i/year, are the 
^ remains of the rest, i 88 

* Itt &e modern state of tire country, however, 
inhere agriculture is properly attended to, the 
•beauty and variety of the surrounding scener^ 
are still visible. The woods of palm-trees, which 
grow on both sides of the river, are peculiarly 
pleasing to a traveller who enters Egypt fiom 
<be sea. He is aKo not less astonished than de- 
lighted with the perpetual verdure and appear¬ 
ance of the lemofl, the orange, th& ban ma, the 
pea ch, and other trees, common to the countiy. 

Tflfc __pleasing on the western bank of the 

Nile, where Rosetta is situated, and fiom whence 
the river is seen covered with vessels. 'I he coun¬ 
try in the Delta presents a prospect oi an im- 
ynoase surfate, without mountain or hill'covered 
frith harvests almo«r continually; wh high 
And tnfted sycamores,* 4 rn*d cassia, oralge, and 
lemon trees. In the neighbourhood of ^Kosena, 

mmhpicturebque 1 rms ofBalbitmum 
m exist* Farther eastward, i\ beheld a majes- 

* fiver ottered with aium«tiofi, the gia£»« of 
_i spring, the beauty of summer,. nd the riEh 
mvrif&ct of harvat. F»yond tEc Del 
^tb Mttdfti into tWSf^ditiuons, and th» lofty 

pyramids 
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diyramids appear in W i#h2*t in on# 4 ^ 
section are seen sterile plains and barren dmr&jg 
in afcther the eye is relievai with cultivate* 
Yreldland pleasing scener/. 

yk ter ascending the Joaid, or Upper Egypt* 
CrHry still more striking arrests the atgapm 
.. >n. In November, Wnen the Nile mjqatly 
returns t& his wonted course, the infant hat* 
rests ^oon^appear iji the land which he ha# 
abandoned ; in one part they are sowing melfl## 
and cucumbers ; in another they are ploughing 
with oxen, and furrowing the surface of thb soifj ( 
and in a third, we may see the corn and the 
clbura (or millet) clothing the fields wit^fhr-? 
dure. The pyramids burst on the sight, and. 
while the barren and candy plains terrify th% 
travelled those lofty structures which eqttsu the 
mountains’ height, fill him with astonishment 1 
and awe. Next appears the fertile province 
Fayoum, which excited the pAises and the nra 
miration of £trabo; and though eighteen centos 
ncs have elapsed since that traven'W’JiMi&Admii' 
country, it is still superior to any other part, or 
Egvpt, and greatly resembles* the description 
whuh^e has given of it. In Fayoum, the oUyw 
m\dt tne %tne are 'still cultivated, atld 'fcofh, off* 
l£y, andiobura, fdffli the regular crops in rota¬ 
tion, duijng eight monthra the year. The«pil< 
prdtlucef n.^, sugaa^anes, and vegetable 

almo%#vithout culture i a^djjrcMNUfe 
es, in Jne number of which we 
date, the banana, the fig, 
je pear tree, gow s pin ; 

— . .In th jiprffi ncej ife- 

Considerable ancWSroable article Of 
They are collected together in dMM* 1 
0 2 " ,#»d 


w ▼ 

lbundance 
jt fruit trees 
the su 
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tu)d reared with care $ and from its odoriferopy 

^ is distilled the famous lose-water. The 
s of the lake^Maris produces excellent Ash, < ^ 
Ascending a few leagues farther up the rnerj ' 
chain of naked and lofty mountains boun^the 
jsrospcct on each side; hut betwixt the 
them_the ground is fit n\r agriculture, £nd is lk 
“ id J cultivation. In proportion, licjlvever, to 
proximity of these mountains, tb, lalld near 
river is attended to of^ neglected. At the 
fj^ot of these banen rocks villages T, appear, and 
in their neighbourhood orly does \egetation 
Nourish. Approaching mount Kalel, nothing is 
but vast plains of barren sand. Deyonti 
this hill, the same dreary and uncomfortable 

S aspect presents itself., The naturalist may 
re find abundance of curious materials to at¬ 
tract and employ his attention. Rare and un¬ 
known plants, different species of birds and 
insects, minerals of -various kinds, with moun* 
fcifts of granite and marble, and several strata 
cf't ♦one be found within a few leigues 

Of cacli side cf the Nile, as far as fcrvtne. Ar¬ 
rived near the 11 iddle of the kaid, a variet) of 
objects obtrude upon the ight. Ihcn jnuets 
of JJemsouf are lost m the bon/on; inntsMei’.iHU 
jges appear m vie\ ; and the date tre'is covet 
conceal Benangie/^Rastwaid o i t le Nile, 
nearly as far as Girgc the capital t c Up fc er 
ypt, is a range of mount uY fkhioh' ai e famous 
tjlpretidencc of thg anchai.us who retired 

t her dnnng the f 5 r«t ages of e church in 
neighbourhood of Girgc, the g\ s 

ftir&le and 11 1 full i o rdur^ ; and Scabtifin t, ^‘a 
deft*$Uyrouttd the tow A', beyond this plsf^, and 
as fot a» Syene, the land is chiefly in the postes- 



*<* *pr. . IH 


ji#n of independent Arabs, who do not dfctetul 
/much to husbandry, and seldom any thing is ttf 
'be Wen but deserts, rocks^Jind rugged mOttstV 
\aml 

C»ssiag the hills on the west, Egyptian Ly* 
Hsrapjuars in full view,» over whose extent very 
little veVluic is to be styjn. Its only mh^'tantil 
are Arab* ostnches, and the wild animals of the 
desert*; art* many tewns, which were formerly 
populous anjl well built, have now totally dis* 
appeired. The territory situated between the 
Nile and the Red Sea is little else than sfsandy 
desert. To Mr. Bi uce, who travelled over this 
Jhit of Egjpt, it appeared replete with horror.* 
About twelve miles distant from the Nile, is a 
iange of mountains, ©f the most barren an& 
dreary aspect. All the country till nearCosseir 
is a level plain, bounded by hillocks of sand $ it 
is destitute of trees, shiubs, and all kinds of 
herbs ; it has no traces of ahf living creature \ 
and even sejpents and li/ards, antelopes and os- 
tuches, the nsuil mh ihitants of 
and die v y desei ts, ue not to be found here, It 
afioids no water, either brackish or sweet; and 


buds^egaid tlie countiy as pestilential, for none 
seeiA to fly ever it. “ The sun,” says Mr# 
uce, was burning hot,*nd upon rubblngtwo 
sticks to^ethei, the { tool™ re; a maik how near 
thd couftry^ # w as of reduced to a general 
conflagration.” *"]Wf the iieighboifrhoo^ 9!' Cdaa 
seir, the country* variegated with mountaius p£ 
*p^aphyry t an^rnaible; with trees growing III 
v»ld, "bftt aidant confusioi^ from*the sides of 
ddr^Iinisraia fjrom tjjecMhks of the graallt* 
rock^^md with vegetaSBn partial^ uHersper«* 
cdJver the plains. 

O il Ifit 
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taen# from mount Colzoam, and/ 
Approach tile Red Sea. Its shores are coveied 
yntl* innumei able shells, whose beauty, sh/i e, 
and colour, alternately attract our eyes. It is 
difficult to choose m such a variety. Mitane 
plants covei the locksj the waters are fille^wV 
coTak* some white, and otheis led c as/scarlet/ 
Join to these curious oojects, the v/i legated 
marbles of the momtams^the preo, 5 us* mines 
they contain, the plants which gro^ along ihe 
torrents, the laie flints with winch tne sands aie 
strewed, and it must V admitted th it all these 
niches well deseive the attention of a natura¬ 
list.* 

Such are the general outlines and appearance 
<f this wonderful counti T , according to most 
waiters and tiavelltis who have usited dtgjpt; 
but it is our duty to give c ui mfoimation w ith 
candour and irrpaitiality, we subjoin the ac- 
COUpt of M. Volnt*),* who entertains sentiments 
on this subject widely different fiom this re i- 
tioA.-r,^. 1 ^ i )if the piospect of the counti) it 
Oifeig little varict) ; nothing is to be seen I ut 
palm trees single, or in clumps, which beet n e 
fewer m propoition as you adv mce; wlatched 
tojttftges of mud-walled huts, and a btfundUss 
which at different seasons is id'ocean if 
!>sh water, a miry mof s ss, a yerdant field, 01 a 
Mfty desert; and on ci&v side an e tcns«e 
frggy^hoiuon, where thbc?ye is weaned and 
rusted : till at length, to\vi,» ds the junction 

.tne two branches of the river,*Mie mount 3 

tf Grand Curo are discovered injure e\*st, anil 
tfi> the southwest thly^ d^fached massi r ajiji*a. r 
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^liich, From their triangular form, are k£cwn to 
be the pyramids. We now enter a valley which 
tutos to the southward, betpecn two ridges of 
parallel eminences. That to the east, which ex* 
tenv to the Red Sea, merits the name of a moun* 
j^umxsom the steepness of its ascent, and that of 
'cr deser* from its native and savage aspect^ but 
the western is nothing but a ridge of roc? cover* 
ed with rand, which has been very properly 
termed a mftural mound, nr causeway. 

“ To describe Jiigj pt in two words, let the 
reader imagine, on one^ide, a narrow fca and 
rocks; on the other immense plains of sand; and 
in the middle, a river flowing through a valley 
of one hundicd and fifty leagues in length, and 
fiom three to seven*wide, which, at the dis¬ 
tance of thirty leagues from the sea, separates 
into two arms, the branches of which wander 
over a country, where they meet no obstacles, 
and which is almost without declivity. If ha 
figures to himself a flat plain, intersected with 
canals, under v\ ator dui ing three 1 mostlyvjnarshy 
and rank with vegetation during three others, 
anddusiy and parched the ren^unclcr of the year: 
if'bejpnagincs a number of wretched mud-walled 
and ori’ek Milages,naked and sun-burnt peasants, 
’tmfTaloes) camels, sycanfcye and dale trees thrnly 
scattered, lakes, cultivated fields, and vacant 
gtoun^b ofronsidcprole extent; and adds, b& 
sides, a sun daffuig his lays from an^a^ure sky, 
almost invariably free fiom clouds, and wmw 
TJj’i^antiy bl^mg, but not always with the 
same <ai*en£fn, he will havg formed a tolerably 
-/cisc ide>nr fhe natumj aspect of this country* 
face ofnatur?¥%fcrnally the same, prt* 
solus nothing but well-fed herbs, fertile fields, a 

Nw^ddy 
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muddy river, a *ea of fresh water, and village*, 
which, rising out of it, resemble islands. Should 
the eye reach the Igcnizon, we are terrified/it 
finding nothing but sTva^f droits, where Tclie* 
wandering tiavolLr, exhau-* *J \.ith fatigue Hind 
thirst, sliuddeis a«. the noniense space whirfi sfc** 
paralgs him from thcvoild* in vain ne im-* 
plores fieaven and caiili : his cries, fost in the 
boundless plain, are not c\en 1 u uru£d Tjy an 
echo; destitute of everything, ancfseparated 
from mankind, he perishes in ail ag^ony of de¬ 
spair, jftnid a gloomy deceit, without even the 
consolation of knowing that he has excited the 
sympathising tear. The cont? ast of this melaii-® 
choly scene, so near, has probably given to the 
cultivated fields of Egypt all their charms. The 
barrenness of the desert becomes a foil®to the 
plenty of the plains, wateied by the river ; and 
the aspect of the parched sands, so totally un¬ 
productive, adds to* the pleasures the country 
offers* These may have been more numerous 
HI form£r«£&>et/and might revive under the in¬ 
fluence of a well regulated government; but at 
present, the richet of nature produce not the 
fruits which might be expected. In vainjnay 
travellers celebrate the gardens of Rosetta and 
pMfipTo. The Turks^pre strangers tS the art' 
JjiHKrdening, so much 'cultivated by polished 
iBKons, and despise every&nd of ^jjridjltunf. 
throughout tho> empire, their gardens are only 
H&U orchards, in which trees arb planted with¬ 
out care or jjrt, yet have not evenX^e merit of a* 
pleasing irregularity In vain maylS^ey tell us 
of their orange* trees and cellars, wHchy^ow na>- 
Utrallj^in the fields. ACcmtomed aswc^ito 
combine the ideas of opulence and culture wftji 
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tjiese trees, since with ns they* are necessarily 
connected with them, we do not discov«vthe de- 
ceMion. In Egypt, where, they are frequent* 
arum as I may say, vulgar, they are associated 
witf the misery of the huts they cover, and recal 
idea of poverty and desolation. In vab| 
»do they describe the Turk softly reposing wx&vt 
their shade, and happy in smoking ms pipe, 
withoiTt reflection. Ignorance and folly, ao 
doubt, havc^r their enjoyments, as well as wit awl 
learning; out, for my own part, Lconfess I: 
could never bring myself to envy the r^>ose of 
slaves, or to dignify insensibility with the name' 
^>f happiness 

The government of Egypt appointed by the 
Ottoman Porte, to which this province apper* 
tains though latterly it had nearly shaken ciff Ml" 
allegiance, is entirely military and despotic. It 
consists of a divan, or council of regency, com¬ 
posed of the pacha and the*chiefs or seven mdK 
tary coips. To the pacha it jjclongs to notify 
to the divan the orders of the Porttv^ expedite: 
the tribute to Constantinople, to make suitable 
preparations for defending the country against 
an invasion, and for counteracting the selfish 
• and‘ambitious views of internal parties. The 
Mi van polsesses the right and power of rejecting 
{he orders of the pacfciff and even of deposings 
h‘i|n frfm his oflic^ when urgent and weigldp* 
reasons seem tdyemand it; anch to t^i^LCOumbii 
it belongs to nunfy and confirm all public or 4 j 0 
■Winces. Twgny-four beys, or governors of pro* 
vmces, areimrusted with thp care nf restraining 
the incupnonTof the^Arabs, of Superintending 
the ejection of the rSflffiae, and tWe whole civil 
/ r eovernm&it 
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government of the country; but it is intended 
that their authority should be passive, and that 
they shall be only the instruments of the diva/. 

It is probable that the availcc and ambnion 
of the pachas, who seldom or never undenkjke 
|he office with any other intention than to effrifebs 
djw*e\yes by impoverishimj th*» pepple, have* 
greatly contributed to the depopulation and de- 
’(§Wf of Egypt. The pacha fi_quently purchases 
fias office with a large su > til monpy, and by 
agreeing to pay to ih< G r md bignioi an an¬ 
nuity, #hich is transit every year to Con¬ 
stantinople, together with i * jvi&ions, articles of 
(dress, spices, trinku i< i tin seiagii >, piesents for' 
the sultans and the min^teis, and subsidies for 
the militia. The other emolument, (if his office, 
therefore, he is permitted to retain, without being 
called to any account for thui disbursement. 

It is necessary, that the pacha shored make his 
fortune in the spae'e of three years, the ordinary 
term of the duration of his power. The patent, 
however,continuing his office during that 
time must be annually renewed by the Grand 
Siguior,for which he receives a valuable perqui¬ 
site; and the pacha, m order to mdtnmiiy himself 
for these heavy expences, disposes of every tiling 
loney. The principal sources of revenue in 
pt are nearly coevsihki w their institution with 
lometanism itself. Tho most ^ncidnt ru- 
i, and f;{iat v. hich was impeded by the Arabian 
Jrpphet, is the zecchat, or tenth pf the produc¬ 
tions of the earth. This was hfrended not fb 
*£Fe& property under a certain valuer but to re¬ 
lieve tne indigent and thg, necessitous, raid to be 
tovied in double propdfErons on the unbclte^ers. 

4 * r,ti 
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The zecchat, however# is neither applied to hi 
original purpose, nor raised on lands or houses ; 
but the impost is laid on all merchandise im¬ 
ported into the country. The second tribute is 
theYharage, and denotes any tax on land, or on 
theJ>ersfins of Jews and Christians. 

principal impost on land was a charge of' 
two patackps on each foddan*, which, at jhotime 
of Sultan Selim, estimating the cultivated lands' 
in Egf|pt at two millions one hundred thousand 
acres, would raise a sum of six hundred and thirty 
thousand pounds sterling. At present, however, 
when only two thirds of that quantity of*land if 
cultivated, the beys, in order to make up the de¬ 
ficiency, levy five or six patackes per foddan, 
which raises this branch of revenue to upwards 
of one million and a quarter. But some districts 
in Upper Egypt are still in arrear. 

It is difficult to form a just and correct hiea of 
the sums raised by the customs of the sea-ports, 
or by the internal commerce df Africa. A cara¬ 
van, however, that contains merchandise of the 
Value of one hundred and fifteen thous^d pounds 


will pay a fine or tribute of seven thousand 
five hundred pounds. The capitation tax on uik* 
believers, which is generally denominated the 
Ji/.ie, amounts to seventy-five thousand pounds* 
The rest df the revenue consists of casualties; as 
forfeitures, small impb^f^ and tolls on the Nife#4 
'Die number of the two latter amounts to abottt 
three hundred £hd sixty. Of tte revpnye thttl 
j aised, about six thousand pounds should be satf 
THRtlly sent toGonstantinople; but it is frequently 

* The pat^jnoiMuay be rated at*frcm tjiree shillings td 
4hree shillings and four-pc nFfo../ fjie foddan is equivalent, 
to an a<pe. ^ ’ * 

retained 
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retained under the pretence of erecting public 
works*. • 

The authority of the divan or council over the 
actions of the pacha, or governor, is not Vfcry 
inconvenient to him, especially as he has k in 
his power to confer upon them lucrative fend 
honourable offices, which will induce thenvto 
comply x with his wishes and requests. The 
Turkish militia are no where so insolent and 
haughty as in Egypt. This conduct of the sol¬ 
diery may have been occasioned by the liberty 
and indulgence granted them by the pacha, who 
sometimes finds it necessary to employ them in 
opposing the beys, and in levying the imposts. 
By these means, the safety of the people is nof 
only endangered by them, but foreign merchants, 
Europeans as well as others, are subjected to in¬ 
dolence and oppression, which they cuffi avoid 
only by the payment of a sum of money. 

The inhabitants of Egypt may be divided into 
four principal races' of people, each of whose 
origin is widely^diilerent. The Atabs, who are 
tile most‘Aomerous, may be subdivided into three 
classes: First, the posterity of those who, on the 
conquest of Egypt by Amrou, hastened from 
everv part of Arabia to settle in a country so ce¬ 
lebrated for its fertility and productions; and* 
whose complexion is almost black. Se<<ondl\, the 
Africans, or Occident^ (called also Mogiabi • 
ans, or men of the west), who have arriy^d i % Egypt 
at diff^rept times, and under diffeient chiefs; 
ttoth these classes follow husbandly. *1 hirdlj, 
the Bedouins, ti ibes of whom appear every year 

* Genet?I Renter csftmates the atnouu*o\the revenues 
©f Egypt, during the time the f rench were m possewcm ot 
that d&ufttry, juvvv jnt) .-onelnuhau* ot fiaucs ptr annum. 

after 
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after the Inundation, and again retire ia the 
.spring into the depths of the deserts. Pacific in 
their own camp, they are eyery where else in an * 
habitual state of warfare. 

Nfflct^jg the Arabs, t he Copt s are the most mi* 
mercV^s inhabitants of Egypt. Several families 
of this peeple are found m the Delta, btTt the 
greater part inhabit the Said, or Upper JEgjtpt, 
where they\ccupy whole villages. The Copts 
are the flescendants of tITose who were conquer¬ 
ed by the Arabs ; and yroo were a mixture of 
original Egyptians, Persians, Greeks, and Ro- 
mjms. They were amongstne first that embraced 
the Christian religion, which they still profess j 
but being Euty chians, they abhoi, and are ab¬ 
horred by, all other Christians. The Copts 
having been always acquainted with the interior 
parts of the country, have become the deposi¬ 
taries of the registeis of the lands and tribes; 
and, under the name of writers, arc the inten- 
dants, scctaiics,and collector^ df the government. 
These wi iters aie no less despise^ by the Tuikty 
whom they serve, than hated and detests l by 
peasants whom they oppress, and ioim a Lind of 
separate class of the people. • 

The Turks aie the thiid race of the inhabitants 
«f Egypt, and, at least nominally, aie the mas- 
teifC of th% countiy. Afiei the conquest of 
■wfcjpt by Selim, tbe^ established themselves 
here ; but tfyey aie seldom to be met with, ex¬ 
cept at Cairo, wfifcre they exercise*hc ar^, and 
occupy the religious and military cmpfoym^ntsJV 
The Mamelukes are the fourth rac^f the*!!!* 
habitants of pt. ‘The# wer# originally 
4 frhitc slav es, natives ofdifTerent; parts of Turkey* 
wdio were pui chased by enti agents o#the beys at 
Vol. XHI. P Coustautinople, 
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Constantinople, or brought to Cairo by private, 
merchants, on specufaffon. When these a^e* 
found insufficient, black slaves* from the interior 
of Africa are substituted ; and, among the Ma- « 
melukcs, a few Austrians and Russians m< y be 
found, who have abjured their religion f ind t '♦un- 
tty for an establishment in a foreign L ad. The 
Mamelukes are hardy, capable of ty during fa¬ 
tigue, of undaunted courage, and e/iimjnt skill 
in horsemanship and tHj use of the sabre. Tlieir 
horses arc of the finest Arabi m breed. Their 
dress is alwa} s of a military cast; and tliey g ^ne- 
rally go armed v ith* a pair of pistols, a sahiV, 
and a dagger. When on horseback, the/ carrr 
a pair oi horse-pistol® and a battli-a\c. Eacn 
Mameluke leceives from his m. sui i horse and 
arms, with a suit of clothes annually. 'I hey 
have no stipulated pay, but e it at u dole of their 
master, who always supplies them with what 
money they want. 

'J he arts which flourished so much here for- 
Jpcrly, are now in a state of total decjme. In the 
Untnner of performing the sepulchul litcs, we 
may still, however, discern among the modem 
Egyptians a few uaccs of the custom, and pre¬ 
emptions of tlieir wise forefathers. With the 
method of embalming they a*te indeed ir.ac-' 
^uainted ; but the care they exhibit m dis„>osu g 
m the bodies of the dead, tliough it be a 1 , a 


n / 


* T\jfi qpuditfj* of a s?a\e in TgVDt is much snocior to 
^the&Ute of those wretched beings uioihorimiiwri^s When 
discontented with his natter, lie can compel ’ u iui 
f0 carry hint to the market and oTer him t )- sde to m« 
font! He cm ^ho authorise any frte*> ■'rson to purJ. ** 
child of a fenude slave, if begotten by her n*a» ^ 
ter, if free. ' 1 ' 
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agreeable to the advice and injunctions rf file 
'Arabian prophet, must nevertheless be admitted 
to be the remnant, or the shadow, of that ancient, 

' astonishing, and now forgotten device* The an* 
cieats mue their sepulchral monuments grand 
and magAficenf; the moderns make them agree¬ 
able, ana lloriied With pompous inscriptions end 
pavilions, wfiieie the friends of the deceased, who 
resort thither every Friday to repeat their me¬ 
lancholy adieus, may enjoV the coolness of the 
airy Each sex, and also |laves, have their pe¬ 
culiar kihds of monumeqo. The sciences in 
Egypt began to decay uncler the Mamelukes $ 
and under the^Turks they have become totally 
extinct. 

Throughout all Eg^>t, there are only three or 
four cities in w hich the Turks keep any^garrijpdb 
Cairo, the capital, and the residence of the pacha* 
who here exhibits his grandeur and the beyl 

* their luxury, is of nn oval fofm, and covers an 
extent d^ahont three leagues. % This city was 
©rigindfiy circumscribed with a wall, a flpl 
fragments of which only remain. The houses 
are ill built, and the streets areeiaj-row, crookea, 
and dirty. J he inhabitants extend a slight 

^jpaoppy from ono house to another, in order to 
dfffend themselves from the burning rays of the 
‘fid-Ay sun. This dity contains above three 
1 hCtfcdred mosques, one of which w ornamented 
with pillars* of rfthible and Persian carpet^, and 
its revenues are immense. The habitation ofcthj 
parti a contains nothing remarkable. «£hc ffj! 

* bitants of tb ; s citvaue T ui ks, blamehffces, Greeks, 
Syrians, Arabs, Copts. Moors, and Euro* 
> peans; and their numfer has been fttimated aj 

three or four hundred thousand. In Cairo the 

- ^do] 
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splendor and prodigality* of luxury may be con¬ 
trasted with the rags and nakedness of grants 
and whilst the excessive opulence of those who 
bear rule and authority is consideiedj^he dis¬ 
gusting and frightful poverty qf the/far more 
‘ numerous class will not tail to present itself to 
, vtaw., It is the centre of the trade,flf the Red 
Sea with Alexandria aivVRosctta. $ 

* Alexandria has nothing left ot its' ancient 
grandeur and magnificence. Rosetta is one of 
thp most considei dike and pleasant towi*^ of 
Egypt; and being hhe commercial d£posittry 
between Cairo and Alexandria, diffuses life, 
motion, and abundance. Sue/, which marks 


out the extremity of that line of commerce ex¬ 
tending from the bottom* of the Red Sea to the 
ports of the Meditei ranean, is but a small town, 
and most unfavourably situated, on a parched 
and sandy soil, and destitute of water and pro¬ 
visions. Owing, ftdwevei, to its commerce, this 
place is sufficiently well-provided. fsA- lx out two 
Wlgues from the town a deep ditch is stiu to he 
men, which is supposed to be the commencement 
49 W the canal picjecied rioie than once by the 
Ifings of Egypt and the Roman cmperois, in 
order to form a junction of the two seas. * J^a- 
jnietta h» built in the form of a crcrtccnty* a-'d 
hging the depdt between Egypt and S\riti, p 9 
sesses considerable trade in the pi< dactions of 
jkasc countries ; but its European commerce is 

’^wCJfr BtO'tne informs us, in his Trait Is in Fppt/|Jcr- 
jbrt^tsd in 179(^ that v. tyeu at Sue/, b< £ui g cIcsiioun of visiting 
the eastern pat fib of the canal cut bv^tluan, which cx», 
tended, lrbm JJirket-eh-Shud. o Sutz, he requested his 
guides to accompany him thither, which they refused; but 
they affirmed that marks of this canal still existed, 

trifling 
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.Hffling and unimportant. Itg inhabitants amount 
to alfout eighty thousand. 

, ^ The Coptic church consists of a patriarch, who 
is ele£wd to his office at Cairo, and resides at 
ArexandflU, o'fSwhich he is metropolitan; .an^ 
of one hundred sm. forty bishops, his suffragans, 
in Egypt,Viyria, Pi cdjia, and Abyssinia The 
whole £op?lf clergy afrilaity are oppressed by 
the gofc'*$nment, and laobur under the greatest 
povei|y, anc^the most stubborn and deplorable 
ign/rancc. This church nks all the hierarchical 
d^rces round in that of foowie. It has embraced 
tne doctrine of Eutychius, who taught that them 
was only one nature in Jesus Christ.* Several 
Jewish rites and ceremonies have been also adopt¬ 
ed by them, and they Observe them with greater 
zeal and* precision than the most essential parts 
of relign 11 . Cii cumcision they consider as a 
, matter of the greatest necessity; and it is ex¬ 
tended to persons of both’ sexes. Baptism Is 
performfc\i‘|n the males at the end of forty day$, 
and the females at that of eighty days, alter 
their birtl\ In this they adheie to the ordi¬ 
nances o i Mr sr s , winch requiAd that period of 
time for the pm lhcation rf the mothers, who must 
»"a»t«-t at the ceremony. A celebrated doctor of 
i®>mis%i chinch fyis piovcd, that- they are 
orthodox m their faith, relative to the riii! 
presence apd b*yjy of Christ in the sacrament. 
They praam* confession; but instead of a pri-. 
k vate ami pamcuhii detail of theii sins, nothing 
fTtyfre is retired than a public and ercWfSl iilctu 
nation tlf thentusMs; after Which Jtfiey are ab- 

* tutvrhnr, the founder of this sect, was patriarch of 
AlejuuW, 
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solved by die bishop or priest. Marriages ajb* 
performed m the presence of the priest, and hy 
his administration. These are not, howr^r, in- 9 
dissoluble. divorce is practised amona^fiiem; 
and even the women, a custom purely fo be ritet 
with*m these pai ts, may sue io^ i separation from 
then husbands, which the^ r ^tiiarchyfeldom re¬ 
fuses. r I hey au much . tdu u d to {[ stir^g, and 
ha\e a J cn which c<hnu res foity days 
before Easru, md a^fothci whch bedns^tfrty- 
thicc diys t> foie CI A< i tm , basic 1 roai ^ vi- 
ils, on \ Inch ib cncc 1 


f ils, on \ inch r> cncc I i is necessary • 
)uimg tl esc liso, iluycit 10 ncr flesh, fish* 
fowl, e{ * e i hi Mu, iu n on i m tlnrg hut 
wat r, t h only t ic nu \ c il y , a lit»lc before 
sui-set; aid oblige L ur r , md cluldicii who 
have unveil " th c if ten years, td’obsene 
the sunt it/ul ui 1 

(i r \ best (the C i J roonl s) line been succeeded 
by Copts, oi minis* ( f 1 s pt, who h i\i u, em¬ 
braced ch M u i , h m seen in t a f r« * them 
some of the sc conpr * nions to \ htch men 11 a\e 
agieed to cpvc il v. epithet of nInput , though 
mostol tnem iiwft Lnnu, bu sit ks of ldl less ind 
vice. lieie b-u i m i d stupid i nnrroco 
likewre took up 1 tii mede, jJt r petuitin rr 
memory ol muut inehci^ts, wir^ma 
themselves bom to be iselcs , mti rt d in tl *7" 
prime ol life to bu v tbcmsc\ es i oin society 
in tlici A cemote solu ides. One kunt M a i- 
s r^ideicd himself p irtu ul irl\ * f MOls O^ 
ra^u, ..MiG w isgn cn to the desetl^wbrni^w^ 
ancients had distinguished by Tfeafi of i if * 
“ The presc it resicn nee > f the Coptic Cenoi ittk* 
h called Zuuli el Baratnous, and by the Ai ib , 
Kan Zgilu It is an mclosuie of lofty wills, 

witheue 
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Juthout any aperture $ for we cannot admit under 
tKat^lescription a little gate* which is opened only 
two %jT three times a year. People going in or 
comift^vYmt are hoisted up or lowered down by 
means oma la^g£ rope and a pulley. The whole of 
the edifice is conducted of soft calcareous sRTn^tp 
several o\which\^ntain fossil shells. Within 
jhe> galls mere is a kind of small fortress, sur- 
roundff&^rfch ditches, v ^er which is adraw- 
brid£ *To this the moWts retire, if the Arabs 
foxfmie outer wall. 1 
gy Serf ice is performed® m Arabic and tn mo- 
xem Coptic, that is to sly, in Greek Coptic* 
‘for the real Coptic, or the language of tiie Pfyp- 
raohs, is no longer known to the present Copts. 
The gospel is lead in Arabic, that all may under¬ 
stand it* and though their piayers are still re¬ 
peated in modern Coptic, which is intelligible to 
most of the monks, none of these can speak it, 
til of them conversing in* Arabic only. It is 
imposvbic^hov e\ er, to give ai\ idea of the coi^- 
fusipn that prevails in their services. When 1 
was at the convent it had tv enl) -three inhabi¬ 
tants in the wh( le. ’i hey all cat together in the 
reft dm/, m e rt_ uiirg duiiag the time of meal, 
’wMch i\ ,r coaisq .b possible. The vliole of their 
tre'4rons»,t .in huad, or lather biscuit, Ihade 
dth'the ficvei tf lentils and rue boiled Jn< 


t 

* i r 


tfiftt and wan i, vithrmtany sauce, \ ile cheese, 

_ i V •• i ..i i _ ii ..i__ 


and ‘nr itunes .i little hom). • But^ the most 
t disgust m;'- ik) nu vas the brackish and ill-tasted 
h ((institute* their sol^ x ' r 
’VsylThido^the produce of tile collections 
/he} male, and cludjj the alms fif the wealthy 
Copts at Cairo. Caravans of rameR bting them 
rome tvo oi tlnee times a-ycar ; and the Arabs 

suffer 
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suffer it to pass freely* because they consider itej^ 
their own. In fact* those who roam the d^serV 
are certain of finding in these Coptic monkeries 
every thing necessary for themselves their * 
horses. They* have only to ringa'iittl^Dell* the' 

- Slfirig* of which hangs withoqjcand as soon as 
they are reconnoitred fronts die top of the wall* 
they receive whatever thp/want.”* / , 

The followers of thy Greek church Ve aiso 
very numerous in Ewypt, but the Ttfrkslj treat 
it with less favour tlin the Coptic. Th^.^wo 
churches entertain a mortal hatred ancHiver 
for eacli other, ever a nee the conquest of Egypt 
by the Turks; and though the catholic mis¬ 
sionaries have endeavoured to terminate their 
'dissensions, and to reconcile both to the church 
of Rome, their attempts have been thitherto 
fruitless, and v ithout effect. 

The celebrated car4ivan of Mecca sets out 
from Cairo, where*a ‘great multitude of pilgrims" 
assemble yearly from Turkey in Europe, Asia, 
and ^Africa, Tlie object of this caravan is«£qm- 
merce, as well as devotion; and it tlierefore're- 
turns home lades with the uchest productions 
of Persia and India. The number of those who 
compose this cavalcade seldom amounts to 



troops jn jSgypt* at the head ol tfhicft # is the emir 
hadgi, or prince of the pilgrims . This i 
ftlwpfc ^ ppulent bey, appointed b 
io superintend and fcike charge^f this 
Vnd commercial expedition; and who, "oeside! 
4&i» troops Already mentioned, maintains four 
* Souiuui's Traieb in Upper and Lower Lgypt. 



or 


**rm 

f- five hundred horsemen at his own mcpeqce, 
hud ^as the power of life and death during the 
joftiuT. The caravan arrives at Mecca in the 
period of one hundred days $ and the pilgrims are 
under th&nedt^sity of carrying provisions with 
them, to lupply^ihem on the road during uUfr* 
time. Tie poor^ however, are assisted by |he 
rich. The cfdparture 01 he caravan from Cairo is 
followed bysfestivals anu rejoicing. It is joined 
on ttajiuad by several srlaller ones, insomuch 
thay previously to its arAval at Mecca, it is 
soat^tixrus increased to double its OrigmahnuA*- 
We have already intimated# that though 
fine only ostensible object of Those who undertake 
this journey is to offer up their devotions at thft 4 
tomb of Mahomet, yet many accompany the 
pilgrims^ and join the caravan, for the sake of 
carrying on their commerce with greater safety** 
These two different classes of people# however# 
*aerchants as well as devotees, are, on their re* 
turn, honouied with the title ofhadgi or pilgtpm 
■which srrvis as a proper name—H adgi Mah«'' 
xnet^Hadgi Mustaphu,—and occasions them M 
be treated with particular revejjpnce and*respect* 
It is also the cause of their enjoying the first 
place at all public ceremonies, and of being air 
ny si. always exempted from corporeal punish* 
T /fent,l which is as common in Africa as ifci 
A ki. 

The plagJUb fiwquently makes, dreadfol havod 
in Egypt. . It appears every spring, ana is moit 
#! -n at destructive during tht ^ 

>rua , plarch* ^utd April^ but In May it ge* 
jrall> disappears# Various and contradictory 
accounts have been gffren of the causes of its 
existence and disappearance. It is, however. 
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p 4# generally agreed, that Egvpt is noting 
mother of the plague; but that it is carried th^ 
ther from other countries; and it is bdk.'V«5d» 
that friction of the bodies of personi *€£posed 
$9 that disease, with lukewarm yt of idCves^ '0 
Wt vT*]y a preservative against Jtmt an efficacious 
m^ns of removing, that *Hlady. the cause 
of its disappearing m Ma/, or June, is the^reat 
jbeat which then exi^K; but ns iejV-^al^u 
great profusion dun yg the night at\ha« time, 
me superstitious inhabitants, Copts as w as 

rks, consider the Weet as the cause^antf *?n 
the first appearance 5 ^ this dew pretend th 
a$ a messenger from heaven, and their common 
-proverb is “ St. John is come, adieu to the 
l&pel” 

jLne disorders of thb eyes appear to be en* 
detmcal, and have been remarked ever since the 
days of Herodotus. It vould appear a sin- 

* ... ^ ’fir' 


kv ovv vfwj auui ta j/ci ui ^ gw 

Himi of one eye, or of both, oi JfTt died with 
Sinflammation of them, buch, howcvci, is 
Me case; and «o common is the occiurencc, 
mat the misfortune of the loss of sight is \ic\icd 
with the greatest apathy and unuucein. IJyfr 
though this disease prevails to such an orris^t/ 
k is rather surprising that no means h iv| bea^ 
made use of, either to prevent the disoi dcr,*ur 
to moderate ts violence. Thty fca\ e, indeed, 
erected hospitals far the reception Jird main, 
k. 2:^*££the blind, and in which 


Recent subsistence in the great mosque at 
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arious 


term. IflT 

'various and numerous causes are assigned as 
Vbe origin of this complaint, among which we 
tmry Veckon the vapours exhaled from the stag* 
•nant ^tjrs; the nitrous quality of the soil; the 
x^s^rbeKitidia'd a scorching sun from the earth; 
the pcstiterous^^outh wind; and the bqn&fr 
sand scattered in r a atmosphere. 

Egypt having been + reed from the power fiafct 
dc^iiniCSTi outlie RomSns, in the reign of He* 
raclur 1 'tame subject to^he junsdiction of the 
caliph of Bagdad, 01 the ^aliphs of Abassides. 
Th ^ J a *thonty, however,\n that conn- -* t) 
»’ij^vas inconsiderable, afla of short du- aan * 
'ration. The commanders ofthe troops in¬ 
deed, to whom 4orce and the right of war gave* 
power, as a token that they intended to keep 
possession of the kingdom only by the con* 
sent of tfie Abasstdc caliphs, caused the name*, 
of the latter to be mentioned in the public 
payers, which might be cordered as a con¬ 
fession and proof of subjection to their authority* 
About that time, however, thue«arose in Afric# 
a rv al caliphat under the name of the Fatemfte; 
the fourth prmce of which, named Moezz, having 
subdued Eg) pt, transported thithei all his trea¬ 
sures, and e\ en the ashes of his ancestors, in order 
to^ 1 'ive that he !a;ver intended to return to hi* 
o*.ier 'JfncSn possessions, and that this kmgdong 
>sh nld become the seat of his future residence. 

No soone* #vasjVfoezz installed m his new dy- 
tasty, than he commanded the name Of th$ ca* 
of Bi^fJad to be erased from the prayer^ , 
'hiV^no be inserted in its stead^ # SrxK* de^ 
' the littlS inflqpflce and few 

^ “which he • enjoyed in Egypl^ but pro* 
Suced remonstrances on his part, which 

alwstw 
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always ineffectual afed without success, Tjt 
magnificence of these new caliphs is very mu'* 
extolled: it was suited to their vast powe# °,ad 
immense riches; and they erected yhe most* 
grand and sumptuous palaces, db in, wragluj^, 
v^eoues, and other public edifies; being more 
desirous of constructing no ✓ buildings, than 
OPprerrving the old, wh’.n might have proved 
equally honourable an ^ advautngyoy, JCtherftr 
' Their ministers and ttcr.dants woic f "Aprous j 
and the furniture oi heir apjrtmcnts in tje;*city, 
Of in the field, coul i not be suzpassed r oi Jch- 
ness. These pi ince hot only shewed themsc 1 ' rt s 
to the people duiiig splendid, ceiemonies, b 
appeared daily in public, to hear complaints 
-and to administer justice. Ah or the time of 
JMoezz, the teionony fif taking possession of 
the throne was pet formed with thi^ greatest 
"’pomp and splendor. The cavahade, which 
consisted of all tty* giandees, officers, and print* 
pal subjects of the kingdom, pi ocecdcd through 
*Blreets toveied wiili nch caip<t., *titwed with 
ilowers and odrnfcrous plains, to the morgue, 
wheie they nflcied up prayusan<^ thanksgivings 
to the Almightjf, and the caliphs lendcred ho¬ 
mage for tlieir crown to the iSup.eme Being,. 
This being peifoimcd, they wpie attended ‘Vfh 
> the same pomp to the jomb of tbcfr an|est«s, 
where they were reminded, ii the mest striyrig; 
'manner, of the bievity At hu%ian Jife, and that 
every earthly possession is vain, mutable, and 
i deceitful. This lattei ccremon) f L prone- 1 
AOd uui/ attended to, was calculate ' *\v. 
the justest tyeas df me wcuftfcas ilt ; 

jnatii and yras certainly equally iustruCtii ju 
the extern of burning flax before the popes. ^ 

Moezz 
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vflToezz died at* the* age ^of eighty-five? after a 
Jhtign of twenty-one years in Africa, and of fcfcty 
Cairo, of which city he was the founder. He 
is sa*i& to have been a prince of {singular justice 
and^fcote&|tion; and his virtues and exploits 
TfcJVe been ex^lled by the celebrated Hani, a 
poet of Arabic Wtraction, who, upon softiedis? 
content or .ill-treau ^ent, retracted wh^t he^iad 
bcforo caid in his pra^c, and bitterly satirised 
him. ftl'ockz ordeied h’.s body to be interred 
in the magnificent mosque at Cairo, which he 
had ^cted, and in which »vcre deposited the re- 
mp/ns of his predecessor* He had not that 
r Vrm belief in the authenticity of his descent from 
Fatima by AlJ, with which lie wished and eru* 
deavoured to inspire others; but it was evidently 
his design to avoid ail disputes, and every ex¬ 
planation, on that doubtful subject. We are 
told, that being one day at the head of his troops, 
whom he was reviewing, lie was accosted by a 
^hivalc individual, pcihapiT Sn Abasside in dis¬ 
guise, with a design of disconacrting him, and 
asked of wliat race and family he was descended. 
"Tb this interrogation Moczz readily, and with 
unconcern, replied, by pointing*to the troops and" 
to the sword which he held in his hand, and Say¬ 
'S Wit “ These aie my race and my genealogy.” 

•My/-/ yas succeeded by his son Azi£, ^ ^ 
Who bring only twenty-one years of age * 
at the time of his accession, deputed the ** ** 
whole conduct "of the government to Jaaf&£ 
‘us fathevfei^experienced and favourite general 
^rj#f jjlharricd a Christian womait. r 4^had 
sa^rsgjf^that*profession for his secretary, and 
t fey eScutir wa^ a levy botli the latter, however, 
rerc afterwards discarded ahd stripped of the# 

Vol. Xiu. Q , m0% 
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wealth, in consequence of the complain)? 
hrhited against them. The government of Az!g # 
was mild and humane, and procui ed himjjyji- 
versal affections but the excellent qualkies of^ 
Which he was possessed were proba^I/'tn^cause * 
of those troubles which broke in his coifo'CT' 
ife^catried on many wars, in j^liich Jie was not 
always ^successful; but ho, never appeared in 
person at the head of Jr Is armies. J<^dwr, the 
conqueror of Egypfya second Bbliearius, to 
whom, after his succession to the caliphat, Aziz 
had for some time delegated the conceri^-ef go¬ 
vernment, on accoui^cof his bad foitunc in S^’v 
Was disgraced and i,eprived of his riches, at^ 
died in povertv. Notwithstanding the defear' 
ofhisaimies in Syiia, Aziz was meditating a 
fresh expedition against *the Greeks, when he 
suddenly died in the foity-third yeai ofchis age, 
fcfter a reign of twenty-one yeais and five 
months. The Mitsui men in geneial icpresent 
Jikn as a prince of forexcellent disposition, gre« 
'Justice, moderateon, and affection for his people ; 
but they also assert, that he too much favo ured 
the Christians and Jews, whom he peimitteJ'tcT 
insult and oppie#. his Mahometan subjects. 

A/iz was succeeded in the caliphat by his son 
a Alakcm, whom during his minority^pb^ 
<57fi * t-hen only eleven years aybme 

y7 * dy ing father had committed to tire care*; 
and superintendence of a minister of great expe¬ 
rience and approved integrity T&e first re¬ 
markable event of his leign was a ^ 'igcious iiv 
e sumcf^'a t which broke out in his dv, \io£*l' 
der the ccfnduct tf an obscure w^ tct 'jar- 
though descended, or at^least pretend- to ^ 
descended, c from HeshaiSt of the house orC/flw 
, miyah. 
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rftijah. This person began his enterprise by 
fcqg mg aloud among the zealous Mussulman for a 
i eioijnation of liie and manners; and^by < more 
tli iiT ostentation of sanctity, he iw 

chfetd such numbers of them to follow him, thjj 
he soon saw hirhself at the head ot a cotis7d«| 
able and powerful ^rmy. He had m^e ldnp 
sc f rr ister of Upper ^gypt, and defeated tm8 
foiccs had been se it agatnst him, before 

Aldcem, who had hitheito despised the insur¬ 
gents and their contemptiole leader, thought it 
j&?r ,aiy to c< llect the of his tioops from 
if/eiy p ut of his dommioi , and to attack the 
tnen y >\ ith a iji ive and numerous irmy. The 
contest was for a long time obstinate and doubt* 
ml, but the insurgent were defeated, and theft 
Lader m is taken pusoncr and put to death g 
upen whidi the it volt ceased, and tranquillity 
was icston d. 

^ A lake m, it length, bec^mb quite insane, and 
issa*d rut the most preposteiou % edicts* In pir- 
tn uir, he *n ei tamed an turtme aversion fqi 
wt me whom he not only p’-c hibited from quit 
tim r then louses, but even, *f possible, fremi 
usm »■ thur fat, by comnundmg that no shoes 
Slum id oe made for them, lie also enjoined 
that h ti neecss-u ies were brought 1:or theii 
use s 1 ould be rt iclied m at the door hall 


opened, upon a fr rk or pallet; and the womej 
weu to rcc?ne*fliem unseen, with their«handi 


t i^d m aIk long sleeves of their garments, 
i k fa mg himself a god, he coe. -**aftded 
be •worshipped as thl great cue- 
5[£oi _ Wk 1 umveise. This decree justl) alariped 
•iiT"i 1< us md faithful Mussulmen, $rho became 


apprehensive that he intended (0 abolish Maho. 

£ 2 ihetamsm, 
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m€tanism, and to introduce his own religion, rfc-, 
plete with absurd, impious, and licentious Xg *' 
nets and precepts. The tyranny of the caliph, 
however, was punished by a womao^he being 
Murdered at the instigation of hi^ sister, who^.T 
brSer to avoid all suspicion ojh'being accessary 
to his death, stabbed the asj-ossins with her own 
hand. Thus fell this insane and impious sove¬ 
reign, unregretted by the world, aftd abhorred 
and detested by his own subjects. v 

Taher, his son, was only seven years of age 
when proclaimed caiiph of Egypt and Syrfr<* 
and his aunt, during his minority, took upc^T 
herself the regency ot the two kingdoms. The* 
obscurity of his reign has furnished history with 
nothing more respecting him worthy .of notice, 
than that he was a wise and prudent prince, a 
ipver of poetry, and a striking and perfect con¬ 
trast to his father. 

Taher was succeeded in the caliphat by hi-i 
ion Monstanzer v a prince of extraordinary saga¬ 
city and prudence, of great moderation, and_ 
wo, by his mild and humane government, 5c- 
jjuired the esteem and affection of lus subjects. 
During his reign happened a most gi ievous fa- 
a -p. mine throughout Egypt and Syria ; inso-. 
1066* lftuc k ^ at cats > dogs, and horses^ were 
sold for food at enormous prices:; and 
thousands of the inhabitants of Cairo perished. 
Amidst the extreme misery oV th& people, the 
caliph exhibited the most exemplaap^ instances 
< of chttriiyr and generosity towards 1 ’yvphjtA 
and, to sifpply tlieir necessities, 0,1 % 

disposed of "all the money, iewels.^uotrsjot ho^ 
things of vjfiue, with which his predecessors liaTh- 
enriched the royal treasury, but likewise sold 

all 
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aft the cosily furniture of his palaces and se* 
i^Aps A destructive pestilence, which immedi* 
ate.) < v lowed the famine, tended to complete 
'the * seiTVJtlns unhappy kingdom; and itsca* 
Itor.u J desolate condition encouraged Ha* 
s,m i «cc an invasion, at the head of a nume* 
rc’is jrn.y of Turks. After besieging the caliph 
in J. i palace, the merciless invaders plundered 
a.al hi T wa$tc all the parts of Lower Egypt, 
iiiid^Piii’.cted the most horrid cruelties on the 
wruciietl inhabitants. Towards the end^>f his 
m trn d^ w, Monstanzer committed the care and go- 
' vsrnment of Egypt to a favourite minister, and 
retained little nv)re than a lrominal power. Hav* 
ing a taste for poetry, he employed his time prin* 
cipally in leading and*composing some poetical 
works; %nd died m the 60th year of his reign. 

The giand-vizier espousing the interests of 
, Mostali, the younger son ^of the late cu- ^ ^ 
I?ph, against those of his brother, had the .A-' 
address to gause him to be proclaimed, 
and acknowledged by all the grandees of the 
coint and army, as the lawful successor to the 
caliphat. Ne/ar, the elder blather of Mostali, 
^fled, with his fiiends, to Alexandria, where he 
^MSyaJeayoured to counteract the designs of his 
enemies, and to maintain his just title. The 
# grand-vizier, however, soon compelled Nezar to 
sui render Jjjpise.if at discretion, whose life he 
not only spared, but also procured him the for- 
yAve ness ;>ei^ reconciliation of the caliph. But, 
was of- short duration^ and had 
jfrle e$^ctvm the (femper an!L disposition of Ne- 
being .detected in a secon^ conspiracy 
hgainst the government, was thrown into irons, 
and condemned to be starved to death in a dun* 

Q 3 geon. 
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gcott. The most remarkable event during tie 
Efe of this caliph was the retaking the city f#i 
Jerusalem from the Franks or crusaders, and 
the immense plunder which AfdaL'Vfif general, 
tttmiitrht- from thence. Monstrf died in Vie 
eighth year of his reign. S 
"His s$n and successor, Amer, though at that 
^ time only five years of age, was, jnmiedi- 
' 2101* :ite ty ^ter the death of his # father, pro¬ 
claimed caliph, and invested with tlfC au- 
/’thorit^. The tender age of Amer encom iged his 
tmcle to attempt to dethrone him, and to usfer- 
pie caliphat. With tliat intentiop he repaired to 
Alexandria, which was then commanded bv a 
; slave belonging to the grand-vizier, who, by 
means of promises and rewards, permitted him 
~to be proclaimed caliph in that city.* Afdal, 
%ho governed the kingdom during the mmoi iry 
of Amer, was no soojjer apprised of this revolt^ 
than he marched an army to besiege the tasrf* 
of Alexandria, Which in a little time # he reduced, 
and compelled the traitors to surrender at discre¬ 
tion. The grand-vizier returned in triumph to 
'Cairo, and contiifued to conduct the affairs of ihe 
kingdom with such moderation and piudcnce, 
that he acquired the affection and esteem o£ wtf 
5 the Egyptians ; and thq caliph, by his means, 
land during his regency, enjoyed a peaceable, 
happy, and prosperous reign. c Afd^, however, 
Was very<ll rewarded for the services he rendered 
,to Amer and to the state; being a forwards thv^j 
graced by^the prince, and exposed 
ignominious t treatifient. Airifcr, we J|,ld,"wg4 
a cruel, ppoud dissembler; abandon&Ttt^^ 
butchery, addicted to gaming, and destitutely 
all religion. In other respects, he is repi evented 

as 
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is having been possessed of the art of govern* 
n«, fond ot the sciences, and a prince of no 
inconsideiable learning and abilities. He was* 
sit "length assassinated by some mercenary 
wretches, whom the discontented grandees ot 
the kingdom lined tor that purpose. • 

'J he widow of Amei, whom he had left preg¬ 
nant at Ins deith, being delivered of a daughter* " 
1J tied, thc*giandson of Monstanzer, was ^ 
pi lainicd and icknow ledged 1 nvful sue- j * 
ci^sci to the caliph it. This piincc was 
' ^ooncr seated 011 the throne, than^he ap¬ 
pointed Batli^m to be hisigiand-vi/ier* a person 
ot noble e\ti action, and Jf great merit and in¬ 
tegrity. Under his government, the Christian* 
were very much favoured, and advanced to the 
most considerable and lucrative places of the 
aimy and the state ; insomuch that the jealousy 
of the Mussulman w as thei cby excited, and a tp- 
Smilt ensued. Rcdvan,*rh<? rival of the granii- 
vi/ier, man hed,*o the gates oi the palace, at the 
held ot a^iod) of tioops, who weie armed with 
lances to which copies of the Koran were af- 
h\ed. Upon tins Bdnam removed with the 
h^st ot his Ainitnian soldiers into Upper Egypt; 
*4>ut finding his affairs m some measure despe- 
i ate, lie qfiited into a monastery, whefre he soon 
attci took the monkish habit. Redvan de* 

' tro) ed a # m c it pai t 1 f Cairo, and plundered the 
houses ana chinches ot the Cfuistian$, whom, 
he compelled to wear » paiticular garb, as -a 
di k M iM^ti nction and :eproach. #In short, Ee 
j actedj^'lh such "despotic %nd unControled au* 

, t.ho tt 'ty, that the caliph, who hail hitherto been 
1 onl> a spectator of the causes anef consequetn es 
of the civil war, ironically bestowed on him the 

appellation 
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appellation of king of Egypt . Hafed, however, 
in order to heal the dissensions which prevailed, 
thought it necessary to deprive the tyrannical 
Redvan of his dignities and authoritj*/ffe confine 
him to his own palace, and not to suffer him for 
thfluCUre to interfere in the affairs and con* 
ceras of government: from that time he ruled 
without the assistance of a vizier; and he es¬ 
tablished an equilibrium between tMte Christian 
and Mahometan religions, by employing Ifble 
and upright men of both persuasion^. 

But the contest which was begun under 
, by the aspirers to thcinffice of vizier, w T as, to the 
great detriment of thl authority pf the caliphs, 
* continued during the reign of Dhaser 
* and his successors i and may be consi- 
*** * dered as a principal cause of the*revolu- 
tton which was afterwards effected m Egypt. 
Dhaser was murdered by Abbas, his vizier, in 
Order, as it was pretended, to avenge an injur/* 
Tendered him by the caliph, Iwrt in reality that 
he might govern more arbitrarily in the name o.f 
Alsayez, the son of Dhaser, an infant. The 
laming after th<r murder, Abbas repaired to 
/like palace of the caliph, and after many pre¬ 
tended enquiries respecting Dhaser, accused two - 
.of his brothers and some other relatione as prin¬ 
cipals or accomplices in the murder, and com* 
manded them to be put to death. , 

Thcpnqck pageantry of royalt/, however, 
^ with which the young Alsayez was now 
11W invetfed, could not prevent hftn from b^P 
ing sttuck wifh horror ‘•and drea3J|it thej 
sight of his uncles and relatives* whom vj-J 
7ier had unjuStly condemned to death $ and his 
senses thereby became disordered* The clamour 

and 
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aiid discontent of the people, occasioned by thft 
perfidious conduct and tyranny of Abbas, soon 
became universal throughout the kingdom; and 
•the ti/.ieiTyid his son privately conveyed them* 
se^Pes and their wealth into Syria, attended bj? 
an escort of troops. The sister of the lute tk- 
liph, however, applied to the Franks, who vjprft 
at that time in possession of the city of As colon* 
and by frie^ns of presents and promises engaged 
them* tq^apprehend those murderers. Accords* 
ingly a b&dy <<£ troops was sent to intercept 
jtfvtft, and a bloody and # obstinate engagfemept 
ensued, in which Abbas was slain and his soft 
taken prisoner/ Nasir wa/, conducted to Cairo* 
where he expiated by his sufferings the crimes 1 
and vices of his father and himself. His right 
hand was crushed in a dreadful manner; the 
flesh was torn off his bones with hot pincers ; and 
in this condition he was iixed to a gibbet till he 
*Ws ci^ad, when his body Was burned to ashes* 
Alsaye^did not^long survive* the loss of hii 
senses, an^hig-^ccession to the caliphat, but <ffed 
in the eleventh year of his age. Under the two 
last caliphs the crusaders vfpre successful til 
Fgypt. 

‘*JYo A Isayev succeeded A1 Aded, his grand* 
uncle, and # the eleventh and last caliph of ^ jy 
the family of the FateVnites. During the j * 
reign of this pi ince, an eunuch and offi¬ 
cer of repufclk, wfto was called Skaw^j*, having 
tnnipKined «f some ill t^patment which ?ie had 
%ekeivedwfrowi a son ofrthe vizier's sister, named 
I la/anyonet with «no othernrecepti<fti than con- 
;empl a\icl insult. Hazan also, in Order to mcav 
tify him the more, presented him wWi a box, in 
ft hicli was inclosed one of those scourges used 



IY8 EGYPT, 

ill punishing slaves; and signified to him, that 
if he persisted in his complaint, he would draw 
upon himself greater injuries than those he had 
hitherto received. Shawer, fired resent¬ 
ment at the haughty and oppressive conductor 
RisCfcan and his uncle, retired with his friends 
and adherents towards Alexandria, where he as¬ 
sembled* a numerous and powerfuj r body of 
forces. He was also joined by vast* numbers of 
Arabs, who repaired to his standar^frojp ail the 
Western parts of Egypt, and ljpw. "little time he 
S^jv himself at the head °f an army of ten tl 
$and horse. With these troops he marched im¬ 
mediately into the buds and territories of tho 
vizier, which he ravaged and laid waste with¬ 
out opposition, and, advancing towards Gairo, 
threatened that cuy and the court wilh*fire and 
sword. 

* In this exigency of affairs the vizier thought 
of nothirg but savibg Himself and his fairly 
flight, and of conveying bi^ immense vj.alth to 
Ipme place of security. The new ca?i»ii and his 
court, no less alarmed at the progress and suc- 
jrCfH of the one, than at the cowardly and igno¬ 
minious flight of the other, were utterly at a loss 
what course to pursue. To prevent, however, 
all futuro dissension and disturbance* A1 A Jed 
appointed Shawer to the Wicrship, which bad 
been abdicated by the fugitive Arzik. 

Shawei^had-not been long in* possession of his 
new office, when another antagonist* much more 
powerful ^nd formidabba^han the •‘former, En¬ 
tered the lis-cs against him ; a»d who, inThe end, 
proved alike fatal to the viziei and to rife Fatc-^ 
mite dynasty. This was Dargan, one of the 
principal officers of the army, who, in order td 

obtain 
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fcljtain the viziership, raised a numerous body of 
troops, engaged and defeated Shawer in an ob¬ 
stinate and bloody battle, in which his son was 
•lam, and himself obliged to leave the kingdom 
’and to seeTPkis safety by flight. Shawer fled int0 
S^ria, where he implored the protection and aid 
of Nuroddin, emir of Damascus, to whom he 
promised one-third of the annual revenue* Of m- 
Egypt, d he would assist him w’th his whole 
force, in redbvering possession of his office and* 
digu'/Ly. . NVioddin, whose grief and indigna¬ 
tion were exCW& by the progress and success of 

Tranks in that country, readily promised his 
support. u 

In the mean time, Dalian, fearing that he 
should be abandoned, not only deprived those 
officers of their employ ments whom he believed 
to be in" the interests of his rival, but caused 
many of them to be massacred, which weakened 
the kingdom considerably, and laid it open to 
fOrcigb. invasion* But notwithstanding these 
bloody V ^id c rueb ffir seditions. Bargan fell a -Sa¬ 
crifice to ti^fjowcr of Nuroddin, who sent a body 
of troops* under the command of Asadoddin» 
to re-establish Shawer in the vitiership. Shawer* 
however, was so far from performing his engage¬ 
ments to Nuroddin, and reimbursing him the 
expences this expedition, that after several 
vam and illusory promises, he positively refused 
to priy an) tiling. This conduct of the vizier, 
which was no less impolitic than ungrateful and 
unjust, inflated the resentment of Asadoddin,* 
V/hb immediately turn^rfliis arms against Shawer, 
and, by way of reprisal, seizell Pelusium and se¬ 
veral other districts. 

The vizier, who was not in a condition to ob¬ 
struct 
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Struct or oppose the progress of the army of 
Asadoddin, while the crusaders wei e obtaining 
new conquests in other parts of Egypt, entered 
into a negotiation of peace with the latter. In 
consequence of this treaty, the FranJ*ff"furnfshed # 
him with a powerful reinforcement of troops, 
with \Fhich he surrounded Asadoddin, whr of 
Course vyould have been obliged to sprr^der, or 
to perish with his whole army by famine, had not 
.Nuroddin seasonably intei posed iit /his behalf. 
The emir of Damascus, who had l^feK/)b*»ined 
aome^rcat advantages over thor? ^il£s in Syria,. 
Was no sooner apprise*! of his gertcral’s disfl^^, 
and of the treachery and ingratitude of Shawci ♦ 
than he entered inlo\a treaty, by which lie ob¬ 
tained the free release of Asadoddin, who imme¬ 
diately departed from Egypt, without opposi¬ 
tion.* • 

. Shawer, however, had still sufficient reason to 
dread the resentment and vengeance of the gi eat 
And virtuous Nurdddm, who having so <ptf afwr 
subdued the greatest part Syria njpa Meso¬ 
potamia, had it in his power to ■‘i**^ct a w ell- 
merited punishment on the vi/ier for hfs ungrate¬ 
ful and perfidious conduct, and for the tieaty 
Which he had concluded with the ciusadcis. Ac¬ 
cordingly we aie told that, in a short space .of 
time, hfe general Asadoddin returnedjinto Egypt, 
ftt the head of a numerous and powerful army, # 

* It is observable, that m all the wgrs andrf'ontests which 
took place uri l«?gypt during the reign in A1 AcUd, this 
Caliph appears to have beet neutialand altogether uwutivc, 
^though the^e hostilities \vere\ndert 'ken a«d cirried on m 
Ills domimonc, and for ihi* po'ise^pns It is tharcloio i", 1 - 
dent, that the vjziers wore by this time become sopow>. rhil 
and despotic, that the caliphs were deprived of their civil, 
power, and retained only the shadow of authority. 

which 



eovpf, I8i 

which he entered without opposition. Saladrn, 
the nephew of Asadoddin, also accompanied 
him in this expedition, which was intended a 4 
well to expel the Franks out of that country, as 
to jftmish the vizier. Shaker having received 
reinforcements of troops from the crusaders, en~ 
gaged the enemy with the greatest bi avefy, and, 
wiSrfcrs friends and confederates, was tQtally^de-^ 
feated. 'Vhis victory of the Syrians conduced 
to the r?duftion of the valuable port of Alexan- 
sdriai*vl|jghVA.sadoddin soon after besieged, and; 
made him%e!#jlfcster of. Leaving theconpnand 
of d!at city tcp®s nephew Saladm, he marched 
his army towards Upper Egypt, but being in* 
formed that th§ Franks h/.d invested that place 
after his departure, he returned with the design 
of raising the siege.* He was, however, pre¬ 
vailed on to subscribe a treaty, by which he agaii} 
resigned his conquests in F.gypt, and consented 
to withdraw his troops from that country, in 
cfcnsiff'jrution of a stipulated sum of money to 
be naicfrVim , besid es the expends of the expedi¬ 
tion. A&^fftmgly, Alexandria was evacuated 
by the Hymns, and Asadoddm led back his 
troops/ gitatly weakened by* sickness and fa* 
tigtle. * r- 

. U?o sooner were the Syrians retired, than the 
faithless vizier concluded another treafy * ^ 
with the Franks, the main purport of -ji? 
which wasj that they should conjointly A ** 
invade the territories of Nuroddfn, who* as he 
was at that #me employed in quelling an insur¬ 
rection, which hadj/iron in .some jiart of his 
dominions, would m uttuljf unable to send any 
foices into Eg>pt. This treaty greatly alarmed 
and exasperated the emir of Damascus, who, 
Vol. Xill. K detexmined 



dS$#r#imcd to suspend for a time his other con¬ 
quests, and to employ the whole of Ills strength 
in the reduction of Egypt, and the punishment 
of the vizier. With this resolution, he sent a 
powerful army the next \ear, which /or a long* 
time besieged one of the strongest fortiesses° T m 
that kingdom, but without effect p insomuch 
tW Nuroddin, in order to obtain jy>sse«- r '4h of 
this castlfe, was under the necessity of delivering 
up the city of Sarif and its dcpendtydriel. 

In the mean Lime the Franks, wlnjjv 1 '! devi¬ 
ously reduced Bclbets, or and had 

made “'a considerable progres&JfA Egypt 
cither kingdoms, by means ol the dissensions 
which existed among, the Mahometan princes, 
directed their march toward Cairo, winch was 
iji the utmost confusion or account of its inter¬ 
nal divisions, and utterly incapable of ^defence. 
Shav/cr perceiving the error he had committed, 
in concluduig a treaty with the crusaders, who 
used friend and foe- alike, applied to-Niuoddm 
in^he most pressing manner,. \nd informed him, 
that unless he would assist him vv^ckTa^owerful 
reinforcement of Syrian troops, Egyp and its 
inhabitants would ceitainly become the posses¬ 
sion of the Christians. This seasonable reqftest 
was extremely pleasing to the emir of Damascus, 
who wished for uotliing so much as an opportu¬ 
nity of conquering Eg/pt and expelling the 
Franks. 

Nuroddin, therefore, immediately*dispatched 
an army of sixty thousand horsc> under the 
Command e of Asadoddih^to cndcavoui to raise 
the siege o£ Caiio, nvhicb then invested by 
the Christians. The vi/ier, however, not know¬ 
ing pf the approach of the Mahometan troops. 
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find finding it impossible to hold out for any 
length of time against the besieger«, had again 
ietou>e totieafes and promises, and by means 
of one hun ’red thousand dinars, and an agreed 
intuit to pay a uiucli larger sum alter wards, pre* 
vuiVal on life Franks to retire. * 

As^Jo^Jciin having arrived at that, capf!fal{ 
was ree^ivVd with all the outward marks of ho^ 
nour, and grfatitade. The vizier, however, m- 
<encMTi^5Q£e the persons of the general and 
- fris ncphcwgPidin, at an enter tainmenyn his 
4 gwn*p t dace to v&icli he had invited thefn. But 
the designs of^Shawer being made known ttS 
AsaJodum, he* hid h ,r n secured. When thd 
caliph x was informed of the treachery and con¬ 
fine irftnit of the vizier?he dispatched one of his 
mm)sters*to the Syrian general to exrilpate frtmfi 
self from the suspicion of being pnvy to the 
crima, and to request the^ traitor’s head, which 
a^is him on the point of"a lance. The weak 
A1 AdH a nnqyisgd Asadoddifk grand-viAH 
who madams public entry into the metropolis,' 
arravtd^m the insignia of his new office ana 
dignit/ His udniim«tr ition, fmwever, was of 1 
-fchtiSt duration: he died two months ai-er his 
wtsLallniJon, in consequence of a debauch. * i 
His nephew daladii^ who succeeded*him in 
the vi/icrship, is celebrated in history for hfs 
viitnes anc^ vintones. Many, however, of tfifr 
giandees an^ principal persons iu # the»kingdottf 
w ere givatly^dissatistiedaWth his ippointment 
the vacimt office, and^fft first refused40 receive 
or t/bey nis u» tiers; a>ut by his address and genep 
insity he toon conciliated the affections of* the 
people. Saladin found it necessary to persuade 
Nuioddin, that notwithstanding the high degree! 

R 2 of 
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of power to which he had attained, he was still 
the subject of the emir of Damascus; and Nu- 
roddin exalted that submission from him, and 


usually stiled him the general of his fordes in' 
Egypt. This mutual harmony contributed to 
Increase the credit and authority of SalaHin, 
whHst the power of the caliph became gradually 
’ * Weaker. The Franks making-.fi attempt 
llfiO* on besieged that pm Vor some 

*■ * time; and this circumstance^ "S3 T ^P°rt* 
to Nuroddin, lie caused a p^ /will diversion 
to be 'Vnade in their Syian terr^aies, and fttece^ 
t>r Compelled them to raise the ^eigc, and march 
to the relief of their (own conquests. The emir 
{pf Damascus soon after commanded Salrtdin to 


acknowledge the Abaside caliph of Bagdad, 
$nd tp cause to be erased from the pxayers the 
papie of Al Aded. Saladin strongly remon¬ 
strated with Nuroddin on the danger an^ im¬ 
propriety of so grfeat ‘ an innovation ; n^twidi- 

iflor tlio nf\t- lio curl'i 


for the caliph of Bagdad in the mosSues of 
Cairo. It is not known whether Al Aded 
alive when this change took place, but it is cer* 
tain he did not long survive it. Hig death was 
Jbilowed by the total extinction of the Fatemite^ 
%$diphat, after it had subsisted in Africa two* 
|>und^ed gnd Seventy-one years*; seYfcnty of which 
^ere spent in Cairoanw,and the resfat Cairo. 

**f No sooner was Saladh. informed of the death 
^ k of iil Aded, than ftc took pos^bssion of 
1 170 * ^e P^ ace » an< ^ the im mense treasures 
contained in it; and ascending the throne 
of Egypt, became the founder of the Aayabite 

dynasty, 
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dynasty, which was so denominated from the 
name of his father. Nalajlm. though now at-? 
mod ,<t the height of power and greatness, was 
"nevertheless under the necessity of acting with 
much ciicumspecliori and prudence, both with 
revjpect to tfic jealous Nuroddm and to thff Eg^p«- 
ti m M ‘hoifjeians, who being Eatemitjs, ctaiM^ 
.tint he ^uppe^vi easily to acquiesce in such a 
cluing ■_ ol V*ov(vnment. The emir of Damas¬ 
cus,* had bc^n o Tended at the ne- 

. ^plect miTT^kl of Salad in, to comply witfc 
of his jflnmands,#sind was preparing a 
powe’fal a;ni.Jkeul with full resohitioii of in- 
v.idatt', Egypt, *hod suddenly, to the great jfty 
of S iftidiu .»nd of the Egyptians. ' ; 

S.rtadm, who was rtow freed from the appfte*- 
h(‘nsLous*of so powerful an enemy, assumed thd 
tulo til’ sultan or sovereign of Egypt, and wa& 
uck^ra lodged in that capacity. The zeal of the 
Wgvpiyns, however, for tlfe Eatemite descend 
dam ), $ is not gjjwrelv extinffii^hed, and 
surrecimiW&foke out against the new sultan, 
which headed by the governor of Upper 
E gv pjy Tins revolt was iollo\fcd by a desperate 
jHfpgomcnt, in which great numl>ers of the in- 
—i*n gents were slain, and the victorious general of 
Sal ulm returned in triumph to Cairo.* About 
the same time iHo, the sultan obtained very con¬ 
siderable ajvant^ges over the Christians, whilst 
they h<*tiegc& the city of Alexandria vitlfc a nu¬ 
merous fiect^uid army, amder the command <5x 
Willianythe second tjpjrfg of Sicily. iHe march¬ 
ed a powerful body^of troop! agains? them wkh 
such speed, that,the unexpected approach'of* nis 
foites diffused a panic and surprize in the Chris¬ 
tian army; and William found -hhft'self under 

K 3 tlic 
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the necessity of abandoning his ramp with the 
greatest precipitation and confusion, and of 
leaving his military engines, stoi es and baggage 
tp the possession of the enemy. The ) ear fol¬ 
lowing, he was still more successful; ami hav¬ 
ing reduced the strong capital of D^mascu&fhe 
Jtiade himself master of several otl^'r cpifoidcr- 
* able fortresses and cities in Syria. / 

Soon after, however, Saladin e^ertencfjJ a 
reverse of fortune in that country, 
period his Egypti.m subjects w^f*t?£itly alarrw 
ed at'the sight of a powerful flepi and armamJ&r? 
of the Christians, which appeared in the l^fed 
Sea, and seemed to threaten the cities of Mecca 
and Medina with instant desti uction. 'J li£ news 
of this expedition no sooner reached the city of 
Cairo, than the brother of Saladin, &’ho had 


been appointed viceroy of Egypt, during the ab¬ 
sence of the sultan, caused a fleet to be equipped 
and manned with itll possible dispatch, tht am- 
m^kd of which cliches Lowed «gn his governor of 
marine, called Lulu, who was^T^h^c and ex¬ 
perienced officer. This commandervpon came 
,Up with the enemy, and a dreadiul batthi imme¬ 
diately ensued, in which both sides fougxiP^jfl^ 
the greatest obstinacy and bravery. The 
gagement, however, at length teiminated in fa¬ 
vour of the Mahometans*, who sunk many of the' 
demy’s ships, made a terrible slaughter of the* 
'Chris{iax\£, aftd took a gr^at 'fruiter of priso¬ 
ner all of whom wei# immedialel^pnt to death. 
*Thi$ contest proved extronely fatal to tlu: Frank s, 
tyhb nevef ventured a sirmiar attempt) and the 
^Egyptian viferoy and admiral obtained imnior- 
lai praise sjnong the Mahometans, not only for 
their s&tfODabls attack of the enemy; but even 

for 
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f&r their barbarous and inhuman treatment of the 
Christians who fell into their hands. 

The reign of Saladin Has been rendered fa¬ 
mous in the history of Europe, principally by 
thfe crusades, which supply the silence of the s 
fcfcrmer respecting his warlike exploits, and those 
of*fck“ sultans of Egypt during that period. .He 
possessed himself of Nubia ; and as he was tbs*** 
*fb^ndcfr of Jils own monarchy, so he left it in a 
™ 1 Y" r condition, than it ever after- 
^ards dr?m*SA^ndcr any of his successors. ^ ^ 
died aJWamascus in the twenty* - 
iyurth year ofjliis reign; and his death, 
whilst it filled uie Mahometans with inexpressible 
sorrow, excitefl real joy^in the minds of Chris¬ 
tian#, to whom he h^d always been an irrecon¬ 
cilable ^nemy, and a dreadful scourge. 

A1 Afdal, the eldest son of Sal ulin, who suc¬ 


ceeded his father in the kingdom, v as of a very 
opposite character \id\emper, and possessed of 
no virtues which.comS Jpsg irc his subjects with 
either lctrfoi Mir. He gave himself up entirely 
to pleapdrc, and indulged in every kind of dis- 
sipatym and debaucheiy. Jfhis conduct ren- 
jjspeu him contemptible in the eyes of the people, 
jtiid occasioned that general defection, wjiich 
happened at the beginning of his reign, in seve¬ 
ral parts* of liis deftninions, and especially m 
Egypt. A1 A/iz, his brother, a prince no less 
vicious ahal debauched than AUAfdal, was go 
sooner returned from agisting at the fifceral.of 
his father, than he surrounded by the gran¬ 
dees o( Egypt, o$^vhich lie was Vceroy ; who 
knowing nis ambitious and aspinng views, ex¬ 
ported him, with one voice, to assent his right to 
'the thjone by force, and tjo pay no, submission ov 
/ * allegiance 
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-allegiance to the new sultan. Thus advice, to 
which he 'was also prompted bv his own inclina¬ 
tion, \1 A/i/. lmmecVatclv folk V'cd • and not 
satisfied with usurping the so: cieignty of Egypt , 3 
lie made preparations also fin arrack, .g ho bro¬ 
ther in* his ft} nan dominions. ;ilf Adolphe 
hr other of Saladm, joined forces wiyh thcfcfc > of 
l fiis nephew Al A/i/.; and cmeiin/ ft)rfa A 1>f . 

. i * • { • »*>• i->* 



one biavc or gcneious eflort to **Lun ins libeify 
and kingdom, submitted hunseTjt to their cle¬ 
mency and authority. . # 

On the death of A1 A/i/, his son MmaJisur, 
then only nine )eai s of age, w.is appoint. ^ 
ed to succeed to the vacant thione ; and ^ ^ 
accordingly, .ill the grandee* of the king- f * 
dom took the oaths of *aUdglance to their new 
sov^cign ; hut Viiat his uncle AfAid.il 

should be invited to assume the ffcwjis c.f go¬ 
vernment, during the minority of tSk young 
prince. A1 Afdai Avas in Syria when thXncvs 
of his brother’s death, and of Ins being invJjTC’U* 
to the regency of Egypt, Avas brought lnm. H<*— 
imrnediattdy, therefore, thwarted for fairo, and 
oti his arrival was received hy the people wbh 
loud and repeated acclamations, and assumed 
the regency df a kingdom, wliicliAe had for¬ 
merly, governed. iv 9 

^No sooner was A1 AmS^a ckno Avle d gad in his 
new office afid digrihy, thamhe foimed uesigns 
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ral usurpation, a more dangerous design was in 
agitation, of which neither he, nor the young 
prince, had the least suspicion. A1 Adel, the 
brpther of Saladin, on whom that sultan had 
bestowed several provinces and governments in 
S\ n a, Mesopotamia, and other countries, be¬ 
held with • secret satisfaction his two.neph^w^ 
wAl Afcfcil anV A1 Aziz, weakening each other 
by\i:heirjjAu\ual wars and contentions; and 
^^U^/^r^jerajhe specious pretence of tender¬ 
s' and affCC^a, and a desire of reconciling 
na amity, he had rendered as- 
iA invading each other’s domi¬ 
nions, he, neviytheless, sifted with the sole view 
of seizing and securing their possessions to him* 
ielf, # at some favoulible juncture. He had al¬ 
ready obtained Damascus; and was making pre¬ 
parations for the imrasion of Egypt, with no less 
spe&i, than probactUty. o£ success; whilst A1 
Afdal, wholly engroSt^d with his own designs, 
and unprejjaredior opposTiY^ j&ose of his ut&le, 
afforded him the opportunity which he had long 
desired^ Accordingly A1 Adel led his army 
intojjfgypt without oppositidh, and ap- A p) 
^Jj^prmg before the walls of Cairo, which 
’ he found defenceless, and in no conAion 
, to sustains siege, obliged the city tSr surrender 
in the space of eight days. He then compelled 
the regent to sign a treaty in the^name of Al- 
njansur, bvVhich the kingdom of iEgfpt was 
ceded to A\ Adel, and*Al Afdal retired infc) 
certain provinces awarded hpn by thffconqueror. 

A1 ^idel having thus secured Jo himself the 
tfujl possession of the kingdom, deemed it the 
,jpfisest and most prudent method to govern 
* Egypt for some time in the name of AJmansur, 

and 
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and to act as regent during his minority, in or¬ 
der that the gtaniWs ot the nation, who had 
taken the oaths ol allegiance to the \onng 
prince, might in f he induced to raise arv\in- 
surrection or opposition against him. His gene¬ 
rosity and thur gratitude, how everJ soon chn* 
xT yirited him, that lie had nothing to on'that 
■account, aud that he might safel/ and .without 
hesitation assume the sovereignt/y.‘VBut ivto r- 
■dcr to declare the lawfulness nv/jl . £ 

■such a { measure, and tliat it u ^ () a PP c i lB i3k 

the eyes of the peoplcas a duty of religion, Me 
convened an assembly of ft-'ahfcmetan doftovs, 
vcho were induced, lry gilt r s :itv* promises, to 
give a public sanction to his title of sultan of 
Egypt. After this awaift A1 Adel hesitate® 
not to assume the appellation of sovereign, nor 
the people to acknowledge and obey him in that 
capacity* t tiJ «J f 

During his reign, thy Emperor and clergy Cf 
Ab^-ssima sent k.'Vhussatiors tojdie patriarch ol* 
Alexandria, requesting that he wouT-t consecrate 
them a new metropolitan, in the iirV<*<d tiie 
Lite abuna deceased. The patiiarch, 1 m fr y eve r, 
dela)nig to execute his couiinhsicn., ibe arnUl^ 
sadors applied to the sultan, and begged that lur 
would inteipose his anthmity in tiwir behalf. 
A1 Adel having received the letter and pr» cuts 
of ibe Ethiopian monarch, ain^J bring mint mod 
that & person proper for ih.it hijjh odv e ° xd 
Jignity was not to htev found m /he Egy ptian 
znonastcnv*^ made /hoice w^the Hshop 1'iiah 
for Unit purppse. Though this was coil^ian lo 
the rituals the rigid Opts, he,seas const n a*e/ 
to the office by the patriarch, and iccei^. 
Ethiopia by the king aud people, with* the 

greatest 
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greatest marks of reverence and respect. He 
exeicised liis functions in Abyssinia, for some 
time, to the great satisfaction of the church and 
clergy of that country; but having at the re¬ 
lated importunity and solicitations of the em¬ 
press conseciated her brother bishop of Auxuma, 
that youngs prelate assumed the authority of a 
mes-*)poliu’ fc i, and treated the abuna with die 
greatest disrespect and contempt. The empress’s 1 
Wither,* mqraiver, earned his resentment so 
f‘Uwt^Vjy^;d Yei son^ in the night to assassinate 
; in of which, tlic abuna, with 

ich difficultjflii* danger, escaped out ?>f that 


dimciut^nna 
.Rilgdom, and amavl 
■bflhc Abyssinian u 


fd in Egypt. • This conduct 
irt was intended to liberate 
them from the necelity A' receiving their mc- 
Wipij'tan fimn t he V*iti births of Alexandria ; 
which h^.1 been fruJrated by the stienuous op¬ 
position of those prelates, dui mg the reigns ol’ 
the j^atemite cahpll; but the new sultan, by 
in^erposmg his authoiiM^ocGisioned those feuds- 
and dissensions, which ^f.^y^’ards ensued, in 
Egypt .is wfU as’Ab> ssinia. % 

By the, addition of Egypt to his othei terri¬ 
tories, 111 e dominions of Al Adel were become 
sp^tlmsive, that lie found it difficult to pie- 

v . _ i • n>i 



iployed in sup¬ 
pressing an insuneclion in Mesopotamia, landed 
and made if -Jfcatiiul irruption on 9 th%co^st of 
Tf^ITiielta, v.fyich seemedyfco tin eaten the safety 
and tranquillity of the whole kingdogi. l j, ind* 
ing, on then arrival fh Egypt* that life country 
was. destitute of foices, and in a defenceless con- 
1 f ' • dition. 
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dition, they besieged Damietta by sea and land $ 
whilst another body of their army penetrated 
almost as far as Cairo, and having committed 
great outrages, carried off an immense quantity 
of plunder. A1 Camel, one of the sultan’s sons, 
who had been appointed governor of the king¬ 
dom during his father’s absence, was compelled 
_to * retire and fortify himself in Cairo, ai:d to 
leave Damietta to its own defence,* The Franks 
finding the capital in a state of f resistance* ic- 
joined their other forces at Da^iiaCwg^Btl'J^- 
ing defeated in some fresh jffrlon tK ; 
place, they went on ship bcftrftf- and sailed jU / 
Palestine. j £ 

Whilst the sultan was st 11 in Mesopotamia, - 
another embassy arrived f.om the emperor of 
Abyssinia, requesting Al^Adel and the pat^jp 
arch of Alexandria to sen 1 thither a .new me¬ 
tropolitan, in the room of ^he late abuna, who 
had deserted them. To ,a< d greater weight to 
this embassy, rich and c^tly presents were |*e- 
stQ^ved on the .•fid the patriarch; in con¬ 

sequence of which, an abuna was appointed and 
consecrated, and dispatched to Abyssinia, with 
all convenient speed. * L 

A1 Adel was making preparations fot^s^e^ 
expedition, when a new and formidable armada#- 
belongihg to the Franks, appeared on the coast 
of Damietta, and besieging that place both by' 
sea and land, spread .in universal terror and con-* 
stern^tiop through the kingdo'm. 4 This news* so 
affected the sultan, harassed wit), fatigue "aUd 
“suffering from the infirmities of age, that lie fell 
into a lingering disorder ofvhich he died, in the 

seventy-thud jear of his age, and the nwptegnth 

— 
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of his reign in Egypt. He was succeeded by 
his son Al Camel, whom he had fre- ^ ^ 
quentlv appointed to govern the kingdom * 
during his absence. 

^his prmce, however, ascended the throne in 
an unpro^itions hour. By the death of Al Adel 
at Damascus, his brother Al Moadhem seized all 
theNxeasuifc^ and valuables in the palace, 
wgjdigcd the 'chiefs of that city and kingdom to 
swvir allegiance to him ; whilst the treasury of 
■JfyT* HJd bi ®n neaily exhausted, to supply 
|pa^ of S^pK^ViVre the principal part, of the 
‘jl’ni's was statTin* I ranks not only closely 

hut also made frequent and 
dreadful inroads in it) the country, and threatened 
its capital with fiul and sword. These multi¬ 
plied evils were likwfise aggravated hy the re¬ 
sentment and hatreJ of the Mussulmen towards 
the Christians scttlfd amongst them, whom they 
denounced as the c\u^and promoteis of these 
frequent and cruel uiyursions from Europe and 
Palestine. # Such civ the Jfties under ^hich 
Al Camel laboured liom the commencement of 
his reign, and which compelled him to adopt 
inea^ires harsh and scveie, afid such as neither 
a courage, nor sagacity, could enable him to 
avoid. 

In order to silence ^t once the loud complaints 
of the Mahometans against the Christians, he 
issued oui«iii edict, by which the latter, clergy as 
s KulbasJaitv> were obliged to contribute towards 
the supportof the war^jy rendering persoi\gi 
or pecuniary assist.uice. r IJicse ex^&ions were 
heavienfQn the Melchites, on account of their 
Vi/ndJ hip with the Pranks, and readiness to join 
4ieir foi ces, whenever an opportunity offered, 
V/l. XIII. S The 
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The Jacobites also, though less obnoxious and 
suspected, were obliged to furnish vast sums of 
money. And the wait had occasioned such an 
universal scarcity of corn and other provisos, 
that many were famished to death, othei s through 
despair put an end to tlieir existence, ^nd gi eat 
numbers of the lich 1 enounced tlieip rein 
-nd' apostatized from Christianity^'that they 
might avoid those heavy imposts, f * /* 4 

In the mean time, the Fi anks/besigge^va- 
mietta with such vigour ;ind«'tfto]g*ibii, tb'&ljf 
' notwithstanding the strong /ort^c.u.ions v’fA- 
which that citv had b£*en uuc&fcd, in order icr 
render it an nnpitgnable bmw «n‘kr against rife- 
fiequcnt mansions oh*the &icc$Ls, it was con¬ 
strained io)ield lo the supci/or force and vhjour^ 
of the Christians, and to suifender at di^cmion-* 
This circumstance greatly* disheartened the 
Egyptians, and no less elevajpd the minds o^the 
enemy, and both exjvfp.u^'J^w.tt the redufuon of 
the whole kingdom woy.’dl speedily follow, m 
this dilemma and uisti essi ul situatumf the sultan 
applied to the emits of Dam.i-.cus and Aleppo 
for assistance, and was so fortunate as to fonn 
an alliance with tfiose two princes, for tWre¬ 
covery of the places A\hich had Mim?iu!cri*d w 
the energy, and the entire expulsion of the 
Franks. Accordingly, Al Camel having united 
his forces to those of liis allies, marched to Da- 
miettu, Avliicl}, lie besieged, and the "Christians 
were obliged to agree to a capitulation, by‘>\j7Trf< 
jp I*, they consented tcNursenJer the place, and 
12‘ ; 0* t0 ^ rucuatc e '^ ie kingdom. Tins treaty, 
and the recovery 01 that foi tiess^imme- 
diately restored peace and tianquilhiy ; a/ul r p 
Franks, through the want of conduct an* 1 una- 

ninrty. 
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jiimity, Inst a favourable opportunity of making 
fhcm selves masteis of Egppt. 

-Al Camel \v is aftem arris very successful* and 
, subdued several considerable cities and pro¬ 
vinces in Syria, Palatine, and Mesopotamia, 
and comrpitted the gmcrmrcnl < f his Egyptian 
minions to his \ oungcr son A1 Adel, whom 
he appointed viceroy of the kingdom.* He diet! * 
Ihmmscus, in the twenty-fifth year of his 
redx^and fhe twentieth of his age. Pie was 
♦v-nn.u in i’^cinh' , rr:issed and tormented by the 
eluent quferei^ among his Christian sub- 
the Ji'Coj’tc ;! and *Lhe Greeks, who occa- 
■rimnoj fJie.a d&tuvbaru e, by the opposition of 
h»s brothers or reiitiun^ or by the seditious 
CMuhi 4 ! and risunVctlons of the emirs of his 
IdngtbffL But His if on rage and prudence failed 
not To render htm y itimphant over all his ene- 
Fond of iitfratilre and learning, he col¬ 
lected mound him uliKiimjfien of letters in his 
dominions, conversed with them on different 
subjects, mild bestowed on 1 'them marks of his 
munificence and edeem. His death was uni- 


TCisilly lamented by «dl his subjects. 

AlT\del the younger of A1 Camel’s sons* 
Viio had fur some time sifted as viceioy ^ ^ 
or E tl >pl, was proclaim'd successor J:o * 
the thiojii* < 1 tlwt kingdom, bv the free w 
imd uoiv«.T,al choice ot the emirs and people. 
Nojnuiddivi, howe\ei, bus eldoi brother, who was 
l loosens, settling the atF?iiis*of his 
ftyii.ni cl ni'iniuns, emedni into a treaty of par¬ 
tition u it h rhe odious, oi kings ofAbek and 
p3f.r v iesVT, by whnh hi* had Iv>\] t # issigu*' l him. 

ei/bling, thrudoie, a body of fierce-,, lie cn- 
fcied/ that kingdom, amidst the acclamations 
evril 4 ot those Vgipl.ans, who had beer mOst 
/ S 2 Si waul 
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forward in electing and swearing allegiance to 
his brother A1 Adel. 

Nojmoddin was no sooner seated on the 
throne of Egypt, than reflecting on the caprice ' 
and inconstancy of the grandees, he endea¬ 
voured Ho give stability to his government, by 
means which depended not on the humour 
Authority of the emirs. For this purpose lie in¬ 
creased the number of the Mamelukes, who were 
a body composed of Ciicassian slaves^^ar"’- 
bonds, and banditti, without c^ntiytTriends,^ 
relations, and who knew unf acknowledges i#o* 
other master titan him by whbmjjjiey were pa* y r* 
Saladin, the founder of th(V Aavahite dynasty, 
in order to suppress alid overawe the faction of 
the Fatemites, formed the/’ stoutest ayd most 
courageous of these slaved hi to bodies mi¬ 
litia, to whom he entrustt 1 the safety ol his 
person, and the support of Ins throne. Hi suc¬ 
cessor followed his'^C^Spaple; but Nojmoddin 
ventured not only /.o^tcrease their number, but 
to introduce them as guards into the palace at 
Cairo, and into other cities and fortresses of the 
kingdom ; by wh<ch means the emirs we^e kept 
in subjection during the whole of his reign. * - 

In the mean time, whilst he was tlias em¬ 
ployed i*<i securing to himself the kingdom of 
Egypt, he was no less impatient in recovering 
possession of his dominions in Syria. y Advanc¬ 
ing, therefore, at the head of a bedy of Egyp¬ 
tian forces, he attack* A and defeated tHe army 

his conwetitor, assisted by the Fianks and a 
great number of benights Templars, which was 
followed by Ae reduction of Damascus, ^nd^hd 
other cities 1 of Syria. The Franks, will \vc$ 
greatly alarmed at the power and success vf the' 

Egyptian 
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Egyptian sultan, made frequent and pressing 
solicitations to the states o£ Europe to send tlicili 
„ fresh succours of men and munev. Accoi c?- 
mgly a numerous body of troops arrived under 
the condAt and command of Louis the Ninth,» 
of 1 r\ nee. The first a! Ler pt of this mo¬ 
narch wasStfi make himself master of the Pit^ 
W*Tul port ot Danuetta, the garrison and foitiil 
eatifluis of Whith were at that time in no state 
deitfncc, The surrender of thh place pioved, 
•^s \^as expected, an effectual and speedy expe- 
^jlleiir. ibi com^ell'iig tlie sultan to withdraw 
vk formas hirce . irnm »S\ i i:\,*that he miaht 
tlorcnd his do*>iiniJ)"s nj Fg v pt. Nojmoddin 
vfd-i no sooner ap.Vised of these proceedings, 
Thai? b*%.used pk- e of Emessa, winch was 


and expel the I’rankSW MEt j f the kingdom. He 
«fted, however, on the way thither, in the for¬ 
tieth year® of his age, and fjie ninth o£ his 


ren.ni. 

O 

A1 M.ilek, the third son of Nojfnoddin, ^ 
though at a distance fiom Egfpt,was ac- 
S;novri edged sultan through the policy of 1 ‘ * 

a favourite concubine of His lather, named Sliajr- 
al-dor, win) v as equally celebrated former good 
sense and courage as for her exquisite beauty. 
Having ciyivenod an assembly of the emirs and 
.grandees, s^made them sensibleliow necessary 
it was that a chief shotffd be immediately ap¬ 
pointed, then the French kfng was # rapidly ad¬ 
vancing with his troops towards the capital of 
\h* % kiy&dtom. In the midst, there^pre, pf con- 
4 hsrorf and intrigues A1 Malek wits proclaimed* 
N<d sooner was the newly elected sultan hi- 
' 3 3 formed 
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formed of his appointment to the throne, than 
he hastened into Egypt, "here having assem- 
bled a numerous ai my, chiefly composed of Ma^ 
melukes, he marched to oppose and repeF the: 
invading Franks. Louis, whom thie -number 
and appearance of the sultan’s troops rather 
alarmed, thinking himself secure of ricioiy^t lie / 
'could only engage the enemy in the plain, led' 
his forces across a branch of the N*le, which di¬ 
vided the two hostile ainnes. This 
measure inspired the Egjplians witfi courage ; 
and hkving attacked |he h ranks with great va¬ 
lour, they totally defeated the(Chnstian arrtf yT- 
and took many pi isonersa in ( the m imber of 
whom was Louis, their kiig and commander, 
A. D. l‘2o(). «[ a - j(«v_ 

This victory, which ougKtA) have secur'd Al 
Malek on the throne, was Uie cause of h » de* 
position. The numbers success of the^Ma* 
.jnelukes rendered tfrwff yisolent .ind assumy*y/ 
and they wished to impose laws on the sult?<i 
relative to the ransom of the prisoners. '1 hei 
pretensions he firmly resisted, and was so L> * 
prudent as to hini, that he intended the. dissf.it 
lntion and dismissal of that insolent body of 
men. The emirs, who were the chiefs of the 
Mamelukes, were informed that Al JVlalek was 4 
proposing a treaty of peace and alliance with, 
the French monarch and other Christian princes, 
on copditjonuhat they woulct assist hinijwith 
their excellent and well disciplined Forces, in re- 
fflicing to c subjugation the factious and rebel-* 
lious corp£ This Wing communicatevi to the 
soldiers by fhe chiefs, an alarm was ilstaittlf 
diffused thftmgh the whole body of the Mame¬ 
lukes, and the revolt became gemual. ♦ Uh? 

young 
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trning" prince, vho went foith to appease the 
people, and quell the msun^ciion, was wounded 
by«%Ji££noddm, one oi the emirs. A1 Malck, 
tlitjfel'or&wsensible that hi* presence tended only 
So evaspentte the insurgents to a higher degree 
•^fcury, aneftto expose him *’t to danger "sought 
refuge in ajwoooen tower, erected on ^he baftl^, 
n'£ the Nile. Thu lvr the enraged soldiery pur- 
sued^um, a ltd set hrt* to his letreat. The tower 
Imng^soon in a blaze, the sultan jumped into 
tilt nvcr, find endeavoured to save his # ^ 
h*e %y swimming, but was pierced by 
^liietr arrows m-ihe stream, and eipiied. 

The succession to the tjirone occasioned new 
scenes of not and f onfusion. The insurgents 
first str{freme authority the artful 

conoroifle, who procured the crown tor AI 
Maf k» and caused uei to be acknowledged sui- 
taness of Egypt; but tong afterwards ashamed 
tdwee themselves commanded by a woman and 
a slave, th^y proclaimed \l M^ez, one of /heir 
principal emirs ; and soon weary of his govern¬ 
ment thev deposed him, and felt some remorse 
that they had secluded thc*Aayabite family 
from their soveicignty and inheritance. 'J hey 
iherefore made diligent search for and disco* 
\ered a pi#ncc of tha^race, who, being* only six 
/ears of age, was extremely proper for their 
purpose, sipice thf principal emirs might still go¬ 
vern under cover and sunctioi? oi»hi$»name. 
fhe AaValnte family, hoVever, was soon lifter 
Jcpnved even of all nomim^ power $ »or interest 
ui the kingdom. Al Moez, the deposed Maine* 
*\u\e silitan, by the address* of Shajr-gl-dnr, whom 
T, e had married, became sufficiently powerful to 
reinstate himself in the soveicignty, and he be* 

came 
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came the founder of a new dynasty *. The Ma¬ 
meluke sultans werp afterwards destroyed by 

* Selim the Second, emperor of Const-mti- 
, r * '* nople, who defeated and aflcrw;;.*ds hafcig- 

1 ' ed Toman Bey, the last of their princes. 
Selim fvas satisfied \\ ith abolismg jjfofe monar^y 
<>f«the Mamelukes, and peimitLtc/jtherr arista- 
"cracy to continue, on condition that they paid* 
an annual tribute, \teie obedient m matters of 
faith ro ilit* nndti ot Constantinople, tfhd in¬ 
serted tiie name oj L he Ottoman einpuor in the 
prayei s, and on the c(»". * 

Syria, the Usu d appanage 6f Egypt bcifeg** 
will'di awn, that country has vnvly intermed¬ 
dled with foreign affairs; ;pid dm mg the pre¬ 
eminent e of the Ottoman^powyo, ti * EjfcpAo of 
the quietest and nun. su!»i|'isstve oi *ht$\pro- 
vuues. But since the Tui Wish domination! ap¬ 
peared on the decline, jj^s/iYlam A likes have in¬ 
creased, and become^rnastcis of all the liaises 
and^strength oj die countiy. Ibi^him Kiaja 

* -r^ was the first oi the latter Mamelukes, 

who had the addi^ss to render himself 
***** master of "Egypt. I he pacha became a 
mere phantom, and the commands of the sultan 
vanished before him. Al his death, his slaves 
were divided among theipselves, but* continued, 
. jv to give the law to others At length,, 
^ however, Ali Bey obtained a decided as- 
7 ceadaifcy over his rivals, .otpd rendered 

m * The firs4 Mameluke sultan, by employing hi 4 * turbu- 
>nt and scdtAntis subjects m the invasion and conquest of 
bvna, reigned• seventeen vears; but none b^dcs g*»f 
veined so long* The sword, the bow-Mrmg, poison, pub¬ 
lic murder, or private assassination, was the fate of’a sene* 
oi lyraqts, forty-seven of whom are recorded by name 

himscli 



IGYPT. 201 

himself complete master of the country. From 
that moment his boundless and insatiable ambi- 
fully apparent. No longer satisfied 
^kl£ thc'lmmble title of bev, he longed to as¬ 
sume the mWe honourable distinction of sultan 
*>f % Egypt, and to throw off entirely the*supre* 
a m*cy of the ;\mperor. With this viev^ he eX- id. 
polled the pacha, refused the accustomed tri¬ 
bute, ^nd coined money in his own name. He 
conimahded several vessels to be equipped at 
Suez, and m turned with Mamelukes, which failed 
to. Geclda, and seized on that port; whilst, at 
tt/s.same time a body of cavalry* entered and 
plundered- the c^Ly of Mec # ca* The project of 
ATTb> .this txnedition, was to render Gedda the 
tniIncWan commerce, and to * 
r.Mig^&in-opc to a^mdou the passage of the 
i.apcjpt Good Hopfc^and substitute the ancient 
jciue of the Meditcr™S*£m and Red Sea. 

Aii determining to commence his conquests, 
hyiia proseqjed itself as the first object, and 
ev<.iv thing seemed favourable 1 to his views: the 
Ottoman forces had sufficient employment in the 
Russian v dv ; Shick Daher in febeilion against 
tlie IV. te, was a powerful and faithful ally ; and 
the extortions of the pacha of Damascus dis¬ 
posing many Lo revolt, ;i favourable opportunity 
^ as- afforded of invading his government. To 
tlie united ynms pf All and Shiek Daher, the 
towns of Jaft^wul Rama, and all l^ile Stine? sur- 
Tcadci ed f and Damascus fras on the point of, 
falling into their possession, wjien the^were de¬ 
prived of It by the treachery and ingratitude of 
sf mameluke of Ah, who commanded the army. 
Some time after the city of Said, belonging to 
Daher, being besieged by the Turkish forces. 
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Ali and Daher marched to its relief with a body 
of seven thousand cavalry. At the approach of 
the enemy, the Turks, whose army amcpirlJd to 
three times the number of that of ifie Syrian, 
raised the siege and decamped northward of the 
city,wheie they look a position. TK* most impor- 
taut and regular cngagen&it of the war. 
j here took place : the Turkish forces were 
1 im " entirely defeated, and Da her remained in 
the full possession of his tejjp?iories. Ali soon 
after intended to leturn to C.iiio. t)aher agreed 
to render him assistance in the prosecution of 
his designs ; s and he had contracted an alliar.ra 
with the Russians, who promised to favour his 
enterprise; hut All departed, *o the* capital 
without waiting for the'IRus* 1 ' lIi a'uaAX ~ies. On 
the road thither he was ai^iLed and 'Vnlsl ? e pri¬ 
soner by a body of JVianiel’fkes whom Mjjh.irn- 
med Bey had posted n 'fne deseit tor that pur¬ 
pose, and put to death soon after. Ali it 
is evident, projected the design of seating him¬ 
self in the throne of the sultans, and lie would 
have accomplished Ins purpose had his scheme 
been bert* r con Silted or had he not suffered by 
the most houible in?*latitude. He was undoubt¬ 
edly an extraoidmaiy cl: iracter ; hut he must 
not he ranked in the chiss of g/W men. He 
was possessed, indeed, of the seeds of noble qiuv- 
lilVations, but want of culture hinlered them 
Jioie. aifivirig at maturity and perfection. He 
, was ceituiniv animated with the desire of ob 


tauvng L{*ue glor;:, and this was never yet the 
portion of we ik or vulgar minds. 

^foluunmcd Bey, who was donfirmed 
in his authority by the depth of Ali, dis- 
* played, during a reign of two years, the 


baseness 
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baseness of a traitor, and the ferocity of a rob¬ 
ber. Pu tabbing to be the ddenuei of the sul¬ 
tan’s lights, and the ministei of hi * will, lie 
tl ie custnm.iiy oaths of allegiance and un- 
Imiitecf’i^'cdience, ,ind remitted to Constanti¬ 
nople the tribute, liic h had been inteirupted for 
six yeais. k ijQ piove his lo)»d*v, he rcqftcstpd- 
permission ofylie Poite to declare wui against 
Silicic D.ihcii to 'which he was m.imaicd by* 
motives of a % private nalme. 1 : e, theiefoie, 
marched an irmy into Pah stme, and besieged 
JalFa, which alter some tune capitulated. A 
few of the Mamelukes, l^nwever, entered the 
town, which they attempted to plunder; but 
the inhabitants defending themselves, a combat 
ensued. 'Pile w!Tole ami) %hcn lushed into the 
city, «yu1 ot whatever age, 

sex, oj/ oilmen, tifav put to the swe *d. The 
leiofi/us and biuL.A.on(jiiei^r cause i a pyra¬ 
mids* bo foimcd o^ihc heads of the unionu- 
nat^u'ieiors, as a nionummi ol his victory and 
ti lumph. • 

After tlie death of Mohammed* Mon- ^ 
i.it and Ibrahim !>c\ agieed to divide 
the command between them. 'J l.e two A, ‘ 
confedeiates, howevei, soon expcilenccd a for¬ 
midable opposition in the adhcients ol the late 
Ah IV), who sccieti) i opining :il seeing *all the 
authouty usmpod by a*new faction, and ibem- 
sMves entiiely excluded, determined to shake off 
the yoke. VljjY* theieioie, united \jito ^one 
p.ilt), under tReappcIlation«[)t the House ol AH 
iavy, the chiefs ol which weie Hassni^and Is-* 
mael 13ey,.&vho conducted thcit* entcqfti/e with 
such ability and .‘ecaecy, tli.it Mouraf and Ibra- 
kun wcjc compelled to abandon Cairb, and to 

seek 
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seek refuge in the Said, or Upper Egypt. 
the latter being reinforced in their retre.it b\ a 
great number of their slaves and adherent*, re¬ 
turned to Cairo, routed their enemies, and f m 
turn expelled tliem the city. MoniatTnd *>- 

him at length granted their oppouyfits the }*>*,- 
setsios of a di^rict above (lugif b it 
«. made some suspicious and hostile mn* , 
** 1 7 oo* Aients, another attempt to e^reim--' / 
1 them was immediateh n oh^d. h ^ ice 

• 1 

to carry on the uar, a contribution of fi‘\v hu •- 
dred thousand dollars* was imposeJ 0,1 t •- 
comiti^rce of Cairo, ard the l>Aci> a 1 f o* 

tradesmen were compelled to tui i/s'i tl j / e uu- 

■ 

modities under the prime cost. '] he !u< * d 

stores ol the army vhue cun v\ed v p J.t N lo i\ 
boats: and Mouiut matched« \° -v 1 . 

his cavalry, along the banl^ of the liteiV M.n / 
of the exiles, at ti i ; sight <4-the troops, imrr.cd - 
ately dispersed, and 01 J; i*s surrendeied to'Li*; 
enemy; but Ila*'&/*tuid Ismael disdaining f ■ 
capitulate, retreated towards Assuan, with * - 
hundred and'fifty horse. Ha\ ing*posted then 
selves \er) advantageously among the 10 *. I * 
precipices of the cataiadt, Mourat iound it nn 
possible to toice them, and thciefoie lerurncdi' 
Cairo; and the exiles legamed then formei su 
tion* * 

^ On the first oi July, the french laiuie* 
l^qg* an army of 40,000 men in Egypt, und? 

^ Jtheo:ommand of Genei.d [Jonapaite, 01 . 
of the most daring* and successful command ; 
'•that mpUeri) times have produced. Whcthc 

* One hundred and mu** thousand, three hu« lre$ a’ 
seventy*hs% paundi «ter*i.ig. 
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this e' pcditioft was undertaken by the Fiench 
with the sole design of subduing that country, 
«n ot ittcmpung to direct tlieu arms by the Red 
N i md thus leach the Biiush possessions m 
"InUra, is lot ceitunlv kno%vn, but the litter opi¬ 
nion »• nei ill) prevails. 1 he town o+ # Alexan- 
cjna w is the hist object ot the lunch com- 
mandf r, Urhh.li he took by assiult, aftfr putting 
to flight the Aiabs and Mameluke s who de¬ 
fend* d it, wid of whom he killed about three 
hundred. Haung entered the city, Bonaparte 
as i mblui the Tuikish chick, and txphyned to 
them tin. mti'iu* ot his«iisitmg Eg)pt, which 
It stiLid 1 1 he the dcli\cranct T>f the country 
tiom tlu t\i n^ny and usmpation of the beys, 
who were i (i i ill) the tnemie^ of the Porte and 
/T)i «»* Jn i ’Hjple f ind h ivmg required from 
then* ut oath thiSkhiv would neithci injure nor 
bufiv him, he pc*lS»4fc^m greiter number to 
ut un the places wmbN tliey occupied. Ha\ mg 
u\nunucd ihrte di)s in* Altxandiu, to rlndei 
theoig nuaition of the ut) coryplcte, ot vInch 
*Hnei d kit her w is left in command, the 1 icnch 
ami) commenced thq;- match auo > the at* 

sill. • 

No soonu hid the French landed m Eg)^t, 
th m the wieuhcd lood, and still mote wretched 
# w nei, w h*ch done ccydd be procured—the sting 
of insects, the iilth and misuy with which they 
were e \eijwhe surrounded, gave them a dis- 
i iste for tlu^tf^yntry, and inthned*thcvn tosthmk, 
thit it was still usited By the plagues of Pfai* 
taoh. But if die entrance yito Eg]jpt was not 
muting, the maich of the army across the de- 
strt, fiom Alexandria to Rosett^ completely 
tilled up the measure of disappointment and 
Vox. XIIL T disgust. 
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disgust, Unaccustomed to the heat of a tropica! 
chmate, unused to tiaverse bairen and smdy 
derails, and unobservant of tlie oidtis which, 
had been issued* the soldteis e\halisted thei-p/jK 
visions, 01 suffered them to spoil, beroie thc\ 
leached ^lhe end of their join lie). Rosetta, how- 
evci,Avhtth made no xesistance to ^lic entiahiu 
liuaith tmnps, tcrmmited many of tliui 
difficulties. I laving left a gamson in this pi ice 
undei the comm md of gene ral Mcnou, and 
anothei at Rhamameh, a town faithci up the 
rivei,atthe 'Ptiamc of the cm d of Vie van hia, 
whithri a column of the ami} h id been detached 
at the sime lime with tint to lln etta, Boni- 
pdttc continued his ninth along the banks of 
the Nile tow itds Cano. 

Hithei to no obsticle ot imjj utariJrtx.. 1 pre- 4 
seated itself to the f ltnth i^i 4 idei ; but oj, the 
aruval of the aimy lit -iT} h, Bonapai^c len id 
that Mourat Be\ h id ,a^ ambled alibis fences 
in the neighborhood of a vill ige tilled 12m- 
babeb, wdiere hatmtttided to dispute and oppose 
his faithei progies?, The M iirclukcs amounted 
to ten thousand men, md fought with despu.itc 
coui age ; but the aft inn, though blood), u as 
neither long nor doubtful. P.ut of the ami) 
of the ^amelukes was eithei exterminated by 
the sword, or drowned ki the nvei ; theiest 
with Mouiat Be), retreated to Uppei Eg)pt, 
and saved themselves by fligl t. This aftion 
which* waS denominated the of tin Pv- 

t * * 

lench, honi the obstinate 
resistance ’made by an inleiior army, unskilled 
in European tactics, that they had no ordinal y 
enemy to cumbat and oveicome. The spoils of 
the slain wcie, however, extremely valuable, 

us 
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as each Mameluke carried with him in his mure !\y 
the a mount of his fortune, nr his plunder. 
t I.i consequence of the event oi this battle, Bo- 
.napaite v«is waited on by the principal inhabi- 
t.mts and magistiates of Cairo, which the aimy 
entcued in tnumph. The liench commander 
immediately paitcd his troops # into tlnee divi¬ 
sion-., one tir which w as sent undei thtf comm Ad 
icneial Dcsaix, to puisue the Mamelukes 
that Ijad c t ipod into Upper Egypt; the second 
was left at Cano ; and with the Lhnd he lolloped 
Ibrahim J3c), who had fled so precipitately, that 
l he could not be overtaken. Having returned to 
Caiio, Bonapaitc employed himself in airang¬ 
ing the details*of the administration of Lower 
^8iPO sen/, eariisops to Darnietta and Man- 
soui.J ; ^ind established la/an;ttos to oblige every* 
shiv that came liStosuspei/cd countiies, to per- 
£ quarantine. Tlc'XJw commanded w ork- 
shops to be con>tructcd at Gi/ch, loi fuinismng 
tht? diJeiert matciials of the dimy; formed an 
administiAion lcn coining nionc^ ; and pulflisned 
tables of the iel.uh e value ot Flinch and Egyp¬ 
tian cuuenc). # 

'Thus did the subjugation of Egypt appeal to 
be complete ; but a dieadful de-aniy « wait< d ihe 
fleet, which had conveyed thithei thin hitherto 
tmlunatptommandef. On the h st ol An; ust, 
tlie Biitish admiial Nelson, who hid uteivcd 
the command n£a considerableni*anbei drips, 
appealed oftiflt mouLh the Nile, and made 
dispositions for attacking the en^ftiy. 'i^ie 
lncnih fleet, which consisted of onc*ship of one 
bundled and twenty guns, tlnee mt eigl ly, and 
pine of sevent)-foui, besides others fti Jcssei si/e, 
was at anchor in the hay of Aboukir. The ad- 

T 2 miral 
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miral placed them as near the shore as possible, 
in a strong and compact line of battle, flanked 
by four frigates and many gun-boats, and pr*v 
tected in the van by a battery, lly one of th^se* 
daring and skilful manoeuvres, however, which 
distinguish the commanders of the British navy, 
tha English admiral having penetrated with the 
tfSlf of hVs squadron between the French fleet 
hnd the shore, placed the encni) between 
fires, and commenced the attack. 


At sun-set the action began, and ,oon ap¬ 
peared \o be in favoup of the English. Both 
parties fought* with great spirit and bravery. 
Brueys,the French admiral, was deprived ol his 
life by a ball; and in the space ol an hour after, 
his ship the l’Orient, took fire, hleiv up r»vitk 
a dreadful explosicyi. This cfvent decided the 
victory ; hut the French cj^kuicd the engage¬ 
ment during the night^^ti^Vfci'mosi every captafi 
on board had perished. The approach of morn¬ 
ing discovered their vessels immovable in the 
water, and in possession of the enlmy. The 
English took nine sail of the line, and one was 
burned by order at her commander. This im- 
fjfertant victory, which will ever appear with 
fjtstre in the annals of history, destroyed the 
whole naval force of the French in # the Medi¬ 
terranean, insulated the army of Egypt from* 
their country, and precluded all means of ob- * 
taming supplies from France. 

Left entirely to the. resourcefcflF^iis own in- 
T&ition, Qpnapartej continued his civil and mi¬ 
litary operations with still greater activity. At 
Belbeis and Sulahieh forts and redoubts were con¬ 
structed, wlfich might resist tlie attacks of the 
Turks pn the side of Syria; and plans were pro- 
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ject^S for the better defence of Alexandria and 
the city of Cairo. A national institute was es-* 
itybhshed, some of whose objects of attention 
•wfre the purification of salt-petie ; the construe* 
tion of wind and waier mills, which suvtd for 
the purpose of raising the water into cisterns, on 
account of ij.s acqun mg a brackish and d it agree* 
able taste f>y lying on the ground, af.d also Itir 
■~t3w**gi mdin^ of corn ; the composition of bread ; 
and a'Reparation of fenrenteu liquojs, as a sub¬ 
stitute \>r wine; besides natuial history, 
antrtjuities, and oli-ei jese niches ol sifcncc or 
Xitel .1 tute. The shieks of diiUrem provinces 
were also convened, who discussi a v n> calm¬ 
ness and dignify certain topics of political rcco- 
nomj. A s the festival of the anniversar) of the 
’* Fren Ji^cpublic happened At this pi nod, tliese 
Egyptian sages in tlf celebration, which 

fcoo\piace at Caiio -yifiTj^rcat pomp and. sol Om¬ 
ni^'. By such courteous and politic manners, 
Bonapai to endeavoured to obtain the esteem and 
confidence # of Ins new allies, whfth a continuance 
jof victoiies ovei the Beys and Mamelukes, their 
oppressors, seemed also to confirm. At this pe* 
jiod, the foices of Ibrahim Bey, who had fled 
towauls Syria, were defeated by a detachment 
of the aipuy on the coast; and the «troops of 
Mom at were attache"! and put to flight by De- 
saix, near the pyramids pf Saccara, in Upper 
Egypt. * • , # 

But it h,mn£ been rumoured at Cairo, that 
the grand Signor had declared war^igainst fh$ 
invaders of Eg) pt and the Trench rffition, an im 
surrection broke out, in the first commotions of 
which general llupuis, the commandant of the 
city, and several soldiers were massacred. The 

T 3 house 
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house of General Caffarelli was besiegeadM 
taken, and all that had defended it were imme¬ 
diately put to death. The French, however, re¬ 
covering from their surprize and confusic'h, 
m:idg a strong and speedy resistance to the in¬ 
surgent^; the cannon was pointed in every di- 
reftion; and the Turks and Arabs, who com¬ 
posed the mass of the revolt, were put to flight 
and compelled to seek refuge in their mostpKis 
and places of worship. These they considered as 
safe and inviolable asylums, because th(* French 
had never presumed tc* enter them, i'fom a re¬ 
gard to the religious usages and opinions of the 
people, to which the commander in chief had 
2$£jfted to be a convert, as his proclamations 
, evince. Bonaparte summoned the insurgents to 
deliver up their pimcipals in the revwlt; hut 
die Turks refusing,were forced, 
and every soul perished, r. n 

This revolt, which was fatal to the Arabs end 
Turks, served to v confirm the power and influ¬ 
ence of Bonaparte. The Egyptians were not 
concerned in insurrection 5 and the Greeks, who 
had hitherto remained neuter, joined the French, 
This was deemed by the General a favourable 
^Opportunity for publishing the declaration ot 

* four, made agaiifSt him by the Ottoman Porte; 
and having secured the continuance of internal 
tranquillity, he prepared for expending his con¬ 
quest^ or,»to 4 use his own lang^ygp, “for the 
further deliverance arid regeneration of the eas¬ 
tern World*” ( 

* England, c however, could not suffer the estab¬ 
lishment of srich a colony iu Egypt, so near and 
hostile to tfce "East India territories, and had 
therefore combined with the Porte in a project 

ot 
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of general attack, which was intended, if pos£i« 
ble, to expel those hew afud dangerous neigh¬ 
bours from their conquests and usurpations. 
Hie picparations weie made in Syria, and com¬ 
mitted to^he care of the pacha Djez^ar, wh6 
was to traverse Asia Minor, andfo attack Egypt „ 
with a powerful aimv. At the same tirnew^ 
strong diversion was also to be made towards 
tlie^taouths «of the Nile, and by the remains of 
the trcx^s of Mourat Bey in Upper Egypt, united 
to tjje oilier hostile parties. Whilst B<yva^ aflfe 
\\ as employed with the ynembers of the Insti¬ 
tute, in making surveys of the c iu»«l of Su£7« of 
which vestiges* were foujid still remaining, he 
was in for fried of the preparations and move¬ 
ments of Dje/zar, whT>m the Grand-Signor |&d 
appointed pacha of Egypt. /He resolved, there* 
foi^to march mtef^* ■Tth an army of about * 
f >,0?V) men, and to attack the-enemy before tfiBjf 
hadPtime to commence offensive operations. 

During # thc absence of Bonaparte General 
Dugua was charged with the command of Cairo; 
General Menou was stationed at Rosetta ; and 
Adjutant-Genrral Almeyras*at Damietta, tb& 
fortifications of which he had order* to finish* 
General Marmont was entrusted with^the com- 
mand of •Alexandria* which became daily of 
more importance, and was threatened both by 
the Engli'tfi and the plague. General Desaiv. 
continued Mfith^us detachment or trotips hi Up¬ 
per Egypt, and endeavouTed, by redoubled ct*si 
gcnce and activity, to keep ill awe tfie remain * 
the Mamelukes, and to preven^ Mourat Bey 
frtrni taking advantage of the expedition into 
Syi 1a. Ill the mean time, Sir Sfljhafly Smith, the 
British commodore, one of the most gallant of¬ 
ficer#- 
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fleers of his agej being informed of the first 
movements of the trpops under Bonaparte, en» 
deavoured to retard the General by the honir 
bardmeut pf Alpxandiia, which, however, sjrn- 
Jured tfle French no Anther, than by destroying 
two of their transports. 

^jPudngr the pme of the expedition, into Syria, 
which completely failed, chiefly owing to the 
skill and bravely of Sir Sidney Spiith, 
toms of revolt were manifested m sevcrabpaits of 
tfcp country"; parties of the Mamelukes, /lispciscd 
and driven into the wcj-tei n desarts, had entered 
the provinces of Lower Egypt, and erdcavouied 
to excite the Arabs against the French. In or¬ 
der, also, to divide the attention of *he enemy, 
fifed to give mote confideivce to the insurants', 
the English dispatched admit al Blanket up the 
Red Sea with a , some of which 

approached Suez. Acts of’ rigoui and seventy 
Were exercised on the piomoicrs of'the iexult; 
yilluges were burned to suppiess the sedition ; 
and the presence of Bonaparte again completely 
re-established order and tranquillity. No sooner 
Was the commander in chief retui ned into Egypt, 
than he immediately applied himself to repair the 
t S&ses sustained by the army in the Syrian expe¬ 
dition ; afed in tlie space of three weeks, the dif¬ 
ferent corps were completed, and the troops in 
a condition to undertake new operations, and to 
Plenty- _ . 

fit tne mean while, Cir Sydney Smith, pursu¬ 
ing with a r dour t^e execution of the plan of 
campaign \-foiled against Egypt, found an in rj 
crease of zap and activity on fhe part of the* 
>f)ttoir>ans, after the French had been defeated 
and repelled before St. John d’Aq-e. Sejd Mus- 

t^pha 
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tapha Pacha assembled at Rhodes die troops 
destined for the attack o£ Alexandria; Euro- 
pean'officers were appointed to direct the details 
tffivhis enterprize; and the combined English 
and Turkish fleets sailed for the coast of Egypt. 
Tiie movements of the Mamelukes and Arabs 
indicated the. projects of the allies, and the ka¬ 
pron ch of their armament. Bonaparte was in 
pln w ait of Ijfourat Bey, near the pyramids off 
Gi7eh, when he received intelligence from Alex¬ 
andra, th^at a Turkish fleet of one hundred sitii 
had TmchoreJ in the rc»d of Aboukir, from 
which the Turks had landed three thousand men, 
with artillery, op the shore of the peninsula, and 
carried 4 'Dm fort by storfn. All the generals 
ctfhntpmding detachments of troops, which werfe 
Sn motley, were ordered to /n.irch towards the 
place of landing^o!*AT r rr>*ke Rhamanieh thfe 
place\>f rendezvous, where the army soon after 
assembled. 

Having attacked and obtain^ posses si (pi df 
Fort Aboukir, the Turks began to entrench 
themselves, and to form magazines. Their force, 
which increased daily, was estimated at 15,000 
men, and they appeared to be waiting for greater 
reinforcements, and for the junction of Mourat 
Jley, in or^er to invent the city of Alexandria. 
Bonaparte perceiving that the enemy intended 
to fortify <yid rr^aintain themselves in the pe¬ 
ninsula, deteymjned to attack them^ and having 
marched his troops to the*wells, between Alex¬ 
andria and Aboukir, and received ^formation 
respecting the position of the Turks, Formed his 
plan of engagement. Mustapha Paijja defended 
the entrance of the peninsula by two lines of 
troops, and by entrenchments, which were still 

imperfeft. 
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impcifect. Th| centre of his forces occupied & 
the redoubt, which had been taken from the 
French at the niument of landing, and since 
converted into an entieiulimtnt. p*' 

The attack of the French was desperate and 
dreadful. By a skilful nanoeuvie, tvto thousand 
T«urks were dislodged and sui rounded, and 
perished 1 by the fire of the enemy, or were 
drowned. Aftei suffering various repulsj&v-thcr- 
French seizing the moment, when the /Turkish 
^forces sallied from their entrenchmeutj/attacked 
the redoubt and earned it. In vain'did' Mus- 
tapha Pacha endeavour, by every possible effort, 
to rally his troops, which were now forced on 
every point. The Turks fled on a^b .Idas, and 
threw themselves^irgo the sea; the greater, part 
could not reach the vessels which vv^ie too fai„ 
distant, and perish ed waves f the re¬ 

mainder of the arm},'^with Mustapha t V*licha, 
was surrounded and made prisoners, wi(Ji the 
exception of only two hundred men. The fort 
of Aboukir, afeer a bombardment of eight days, 
surrendered to the encm) ; arid the son of die 
pacha ai)d two thousand men threw down their 
arms, and were made prisoners of war. This 
victory over the T;.il s was attended with consi- 
derable*10ss to the l'rench, v ho had a gie,U mini-' 
ber killed and wounded. 1 

The interior of Egypt was now cntiiely tran¬ 
quil ^ dug places, die forts, and the batteries on 
the coast, were well Armed ainTfibilndantly pro*> 
Visioned ^ ai)d th^se kinds of defence might be 
still rendered more perfedl, before Sir S) dney 
Smith could be able to make new preparatigfiSr' 
mid to organize the different troops from Salo- ^ 
jijica and the Dardanelles, for another invasion , 
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of the country. Bonaparte weighing these mat¬ 
ter s maturely, and being informed of the state 
of E#nopc and France at that period, left a let- 
t^i r containing the nomination of Kleber to the 
chief command in Lower, and of Desaix to that 
inUpper Egypt, and secretly sailed for theFrench 
Cfi.ist. In the directions given, ltowever, to Ge- 
neial Kleber,* he was instructed to cofltinue tfih 
negocia thm s with the Ottoman court, which Bo- 
napartenaSl himself commenced; and >vhich ar¬ 
gued, that tne commander in chief did not cojjy* 
sidcr£gypt as tenable, after the destruction of 
the fleet, and the absolute nullity of the French 
m.ume. 

.Afopeggrious Conferences and correspondence 
vjjL^Q 5 ir Sydney Smith* the British commodore 
and plenipotentiary, it was agreed that the French 
army sfifculd emlmrk with a* ms, baggage, ^nd 
effect^, and be transported cb France, as well ill 
its own vessels, as in others furnished by the 
Porte. In this mode, so inglorious for die French 
arms, and little honourable for those Vho 
planned the expedition, was tliis celebrated con¬ 
quest of Eg) pt about to tern^inate; an 4 what 
aggravated the misfortune was, that the English, 
ifcir rivals, would thereby obtain possession of 
lhat countiy. This treaty was signed at JEJ- 
Ariscli. Ilf had not befcn doubted but that the 
English court would accede to the terms agreed 
/m, though *the instructions received iyld trans¬ 
mitted by Ifordt Keith v^re entirely adverse. 
The grand vizier, by virtue of the c^nvemiofl, 
had been put in possession ^f most* places hi 
jS9>wer, and of all in Upper Egypt, and required 
that the French should also deliver i?p the cita¬ 
del of rah o. /Kleber, however, not only re¬ 
fused, 
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fused, but notified to the grand vizier his deter, 
initiation to resume hostilities, for which he pie-1 
pared his troops, by treading to them the propo¬ 
sitions of Lora Keith. The French army pat- 
|ook of the indignation of their general * iftfci 
both forces being drawn out in order °f battle, 
a furious and dreadful engagement ensued. r J he 
TChrks, however, were thrown into*disorder, and 
their whole army, consisting of 40,000 men, be¬ 
took themselves to flight m all dirvC*ur.^ their 
Cgimp wa, abandoned; and the roue became ge- 
fiLral., The lurks had eight thousand men kil¬ 
led or wounded, while the loss of the fiemh, 
whose army aVnounted only to 15,000, was com¬ 
paratively trifling. Klebei, having returned to 
Cairo, punished, in ah exemplary arlndj?*, the 
cruelties and horibrs, wWch, during his absence, 

S d been inflictcd^on the triends andowurtio ms 
the French. # * 

After the battle of Heliopolis, md dyC "siege 
©f Cairo, the French aimy was repiesenusd a> 
surrounded w i|fi the most brilliant circumstances. 
Kleber formed the Greeks and Copts into bat¬ 
talions, whom he trained to the use of arms, md 
clothed in the uflilorm of his counti y. That ge¬ 
neral, however, was assassinated at Cairo, and 
Menou ^succeeded to the chief command. Much 
time, ins said, elapsed ^Itci the English 
army had been provided with necess irics jV* ' 
for opening the campaign, before,it ar- 
yived in Egypt; and it was npt (ill the Biitidi 
ininister sent positive orders to the general, that 
the expedition was undertaken. I he* Turks?’ 
however, who perhaps equally feared the smegs-v 
and the defeat of their allies > were in no hastf 
to move in concert with them* 

t C t 
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At length the English fleetjgppeareil in the 
road of Abcnkir, and as soonjas the wind wafc 
favourable, the debarkation of the troops under 
General .Sir Ralph Abercromby commenced* 
sailors rowed, standing, with incredible vi* 
^oui, iee*irdless of the fire of the French artil* 

( j i y, while the tioops lay at the bottom of the 
joats. '1 Inj Fiench stationed on the sfeoie, wl*e 
compelled to letreat towards Alexandria and 
Ron ^4! the English proceeded toJdockadfc 
the foi t of Atymkii, which capitulated /)on aftgr# 
In the mean time, General Menou, wjjo h«<£ 
botn*informed of the ai rural and debarkation of 
iK British force*!, and also of thl approach of 
the giand M/ie^on the side of Syria, collected 
Iny^tfjJopV^nd marched 9 to meet the English 
aim% jously, hoover, t/hisreaching Rha* 

’mnnidj^Gen^rals Lanusse :nd Friant, with a. 

ijfijiimbci of rbrtos, had the boldness and in- 
rvc pic^ty to engage tho whole army of the^op- 
\ onMits, consisting, as it is said, of 16,000 in* 
i twin, iiOO^) marines fiom thel^pet, 200 ty>r$e f 
^hkI ten pi' cos of cannon.* Afrei an engagement 
m vhiji the English lost 1,500 and the French 
, r i* v ' . ( \ tV hitter ictieated" towards Alex an* 


vh u, to | n vuitior ihe defence of that city ; and 
Tik foimti iiiiuud themselves with their right 
jo the 1 a,gw n the K<jnian camp, and their left 
# < pi o t« to tli' 11 ini of lake Maadieh $ and iirt- 
rmijutvty- ^tg.in^wth gieat activity, to fortify 
tin posit«on % Ly a stiong line of redoubts. • 


liMs ^ 1 iunt of the troops is jiven by G< 

" in. ffls 


general Reg- 
statements 


.ii< 1 , w kh ) v not how far he is correft in. ms siaiemenis 
j*tlu 1 n>;li>h .uni frienih forces in his Recount of tins 
1 1 an, «^*>n, b'it he 1 % paljutuy partial to tnsaown country - 
in u*i 


w3\ir./ v 


The 



f The French troops having effected a junction 
tleir Alexandriafand the enemy being posted in 
a strong and fortmcd situation! it was determin¬ 
ed to make an attach on their right wing with 
vigour and impetuosity. Accordingly, the foije* 
Under General Menou, consisting, as it is said. 
Of 8,330: infantry, 1380 cavalry, with forty-six 
pieces of cannon, having assembled before day. 
fi£ht at thfc advanced posts, marched to engage 
the English army. A false assault <m tjhe left 
was commenced whilst it was dai k, succeed¬ 
ed in attm&ing the attention of H ic English. 
CFneraM^anusse, who commanded the left v mg. 
Immediately moved to‘engage the right of the 
English, where the most formidable attack was 
intended. Perceiving* however; tha Jtl ■» bii- 

f ade under General Valeiitm, who was ducctfc.g 
is march towards \ he redoubt and tht II ^nan 
caiilp, was checked oy the heavy iht 
tish forces, he hastened to the spot, rallied, and 
led them back to the charge. At that moment"* 
he received a mortal wound ; and the impulse 
with which he bad animated the troops, lmn e« 
diately abated; and they were lepulscd by the 
English. Severa^the*- attempts were made on 
the enemy's right, but w ith no better success, 
and the forces found it impossible to penetrite* 
the English line* In the centre also the Fiench 
were every wheie repelled^ and gicaf numbeis 
of them slain, or taken piisontis. 

After the failure of this Hisfattack, fhe di^ 
persioh of*the troops,, and the^oss^of general 
L&iusse, the French became sensible the, all, 
farther effdbts were*vam and useless; because. 


previously to j:he commencement of the action^ 
e\eryexpcct£tiou of success had been founded on 

the 
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the effects of a first assault. The English* con* 
vmcgfd that the principal’attack was directed 
against their right* marched their reserve to its 
sufipoit. General Menou then ordered the ca» 
yali y to charge the evenly, when a moj$ dread- 
iiil carnage ensued. They penetrated to tjie 
second line, of the British inf anti y and the t%- 
seive. The brave Abercromby, the English 
geneiai, w\o was therd with his staff*. 



tally woufldjfd. General Roize, tlie c^ 
of thg French cavalry, was killed; a pratfq, 
number ofyfficeraand privates scared the same 
fate; andfwhen theiroken corps retired in dis¬ 
order tajiipd the rnfantry^ not one fourth sur¬ 
vived of those who had charggd. The destruc¬ 


tion 


cavs 


;y scarcely TJeft any hope# apd 
P%1 Menou ordered a retreat? 
Tlie Frei\h* at eleven in the morning, re- 
otcupUd their position bn the heights of Nico- 

p° lisf . • , 

This batlje seems to have decided the fate of 
-jB^ypt, as well as the remdim&g objects of the 
wai. Six thousand Turlu&L^pops arrived soon 
after in the road of Aboukir ; and tbe grand vi¬ 
zir's army passed the desert. Rosetta and 
*Rhamanieh successively fell into the bands of 
the English*; and the French were deprived of 
#ill but a few of the most considerable places. 
r J he English invented Gizeh, on the left bank of 
jjie Nik; while vizier pressed (Jairt) oif the 
nght^A bridge of boats was erefted over the 
^veipt Chobra, by which means a ^fommuni- 
rph was kept open between the two besieging 
kmiiqs, and the position of the French became 
'vxtreme^difiicunf and dangerous. A suspeq- 
‘won of ari\s vas proposed* in consequence of 

U 2 which 
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which a treaty vras signed, that the gammon of 
Cairo should emoark with their arms, ai tillei), 
and baggage, and he conveyed to FianV in 
English vessels. Alexandria, however, contin^wl 
to nold out against the English andTuikish 
forces, tall the entire consumption cl'its provi- 
$iqns, when General Menou sent to request 5. 
elation of arms lor three days ; dtiring ^hicli 
period 31 convention was signed, by wi^ch the 
jgame terltos were obtained as those*/pi anted to 
fha>p-arris\n of Cairo. The Fiencj^troops ac- 
coMiffgly embarked, and some o? the vessels 
quitted the coast of Egypt, ab£ut ihg*«=ame time 
that the preliminaries of peace were signed be¬ 
tween France and England, by VhicL fchis pro¬ 
vince was restored! ana gyaranteed to <he I vrKs, 
jt$ forrtier possessors. 


.CHAP. IV. 

Alysitnta. 

FpHE extepsivaViiquie of Abyssinia is known 
JL by various names in different nations ; but 
the inhabitants call it Jtjopid, 01 Ethiopia, ft' 
extends ^rom six degiees thnty minutes to 
twenty degrees of noith Latitude, and lionf 
twenty-six to forty-five degrees of casteiji longi- 
tude Jft and # is bounded on the noYth by Nubia, on 
the east by the coasts % % f Abex, 6 n tnc south by - 
Alaba an^ Ommc^Zaidi, and on the bj* 
Gorham add Gingiro. It is behoved that *hi<i 
c ountry was >the anient kingdom of Saba,,s;£T 
tBatlt wa£formerly governed by wom dn in 
pf^r&ce to pien. Of those onfc* is us in 

Il’atoiy, 
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listory, -who paid a visit to SolSmon, and after* 
vardjpestablished in her kingdom the religion of 
Ijg Jews. Christianity yras probably fo unded, 
n Abyssinia, in the f$i|trth century/ whefe It 
.till prevails, but mixed with ipany Jewish rites. 
4^ie religion is exactly similar that of the 
-opts, i’he Nominal head of their ehurch f! 
he patriarch of Alexandria, but the ahpue is 
generally ctnSideied a-s the patriarch f^T A3 
Bima. m 

'l empiLfr^i^sbee^dmnexnbered >_ 

eight pion^es, through *the incursions of its 
neighboaft/who have considerably reduced it. 
1 hese l(v>se| evince the weakness and unwarlike 
nature of people, thf ifegli^ence or incapa- 



an empire^. The Q aIU are its greatest ene¬ 
mies. .been conjectured, that they are 

descendants of/those Jews transported into Asy- 



Ethiopia. Tiaiditioff : ?5 > ys / thui^they . I_ 

Palestine; and Mr. Bruce seems inclined to think 
it their ancestors fled before the face of Joshua, 
aitci he had invaded Canaan and busned Je¬ 
richo. • • 

• “ l he Galias certainly pay adoration to the 
moon, e$>e«ally <he new moon, fgr of this I 
vteve frequently b$en a wijpess. They*likeVise 
worshjj* certain stars in particular positions, and 
1 at difeent times of the year,^nd the# religion 
"rs to partake of Sabaism . TJrey all be* 
— sbat there wjjl be a resurrection from the 
^dead, triai rhey^nall rise with their bodies, and 
‘enter iito wn unknown state, wt^ich, however, 

shall 




ffifett than_ the present, and 


more rv 

l7TW . fi _ % iey shall neither suffer grief, sickness, 
fi6rany kind of trouble. They have ”ery'ob¬ 
jure an<f imperfect ideas of future retributte® 
agbd punishment; but conceive that, their re¬ 
ward witt consist of a moderate state of enjoy % 
witl\, the *same family and the same per- 
rjjh whom they lived on earth. Polygamy 
Jed among them ; but the t men are ge- 
tent with one wife. 'I he,l£ ?r 3 of their 
t to obtii 'ji speedy, ^d complete 

’ ^scetldancy over passion and pl^asuri. and forms 
$ Striking and rfbble part of the characr,\of these 
S&vages, which ought not to be forgof 1 
\ ^ The Gallas alwaysJight in famuieJL whether 
J against one another or a fomnmn en^irv, ^Jl'hey 
/are reputed excellent soldiers 
'possess not constancy nor persevrr/nce forH*»* 

■ gaming a second attack. < They vWiJ/iL^o^riplish 
^credible marches 5 swim the deepest rn ^ by 
^taking hold of^. She tails of theh Ijorses; ,do 
tjnuch injury in af*sh{>rt timp, and seldom 
r jjug^ the same W. V T) ^ are* very sen ice- 

as light horSelor'a regular aimy in an 
v fhemy , s cqjptry. They never give norjis^ 
qua rter j and" the report of their cruelties lias 

■ jnacfe.sych an impressing on the Abyssinians,, 
thgattthey seldom or never withstand the first at- 

of the Gallas. 1 hey havt^ a kiiYg er chid, 
W$on& the*w£fctern Gallas call “ lul$p, ,, and the 
it&tern ** mooty.” This comrftin Jor 
teadi their <g:enc of gmurder and rapine j ntfy al*“ 
ways 01 dors them to return with speed, lest 
fcc^fy cf tb^*nation should have occasioi 

t t* ^ - 


jfcf 


* Bruce’s Travels, 


h’* their 


abvminj*, pesy 

their assistance. All the tnb^ of Gallfc* w- 
round Abyssinia fit om east* to west, and make 
tout, fan il me ui sions into that country, which 
sn • ts them as a pillcstra, or place oi exercise* 

I his empijt w onld have been destroyed by them 
^long since, hid they not been often engaged 
m mil wirs among themselves, %vhich afforded 
.some uspiue and ti inquillity to the Al>>ssimans# 
Ab/ssinia Jies entuely in the tomd 
on uu m ud the gieit 1 tins, the foic„ts, monte 
f i ns a id j i in tins c' Hkti \, thei# are 
distifcts 1 t ^t cool anik^teiei ite 

i ip Liru Poitu^il. The mWics and smdy 
d erto, hJvici l # i, in. extremely hot and scorch¬ 
ing, and jtisuppm t ible tjj^my # oilier people et- 
cc ft •^Vu ins. andutliL duel cnee at climate 
p m receding from, oi approxi- 

to,lie Kid hea. 1 he winds here are 
voltnt ii^.rgiSf>(.tuous » the thundu md light¬ 
ning* ml ’Utiming, ind d in^eious, and the 
j i rf ills like Romans cf w ucr^ dunn r the sea- 
j of Oil sc lnjxois tie u if unwl oleSome, 
u d i meted with k ncstilcuu * kind of disease* 
11 k moistiuc and heir, tnuw valuable means 


Of Leu ldity, coi ci thur nuadows with glass 
ihwys tcnewe 1, md tlieu trees with blossoms 
, md f i nits 4 \t rlie s ime time. r i be sotl*ptoduces 
whe «t, o ul ), millet, ind other giam , but the 
punupA coin in this countiy i* tilled tr£\. 
which is null a?id slendti, and becojnes nutri¬ 
tive md } u italic whtnrtn ide into bread. A 
pi lyff^row s in Abjssmi i wjji» h possesses a sSn- 
j ulir virtue, by the touch and smell 6f which all 
QflDmous cit ituics ne thrown into a state of 
toipY ^ind insensibility. This plant is so much 
the \ ^beneficial, as theie are serpents that 

haya 
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have a large moiijh, which they open to a pro¬ 
digious extent, and inhale a great quantitv ot 
air : this being retained for some time, they' 
pel it in such force, and m such abundance, tliat 
they can poison and destroy at die distance of' 
several phees. 

r Jfhere 15, scarcely a country that proiuces 
greater abundance or more variety of animal* 

Then oxen are of -such prndi- 
WjjjUs size,Vfhat they have been ven, at a 
elephants V* 4 n d one ^ c hur horns 
is capable oa- containing® mdrt. than mi quaits. 
But besides the<fe laige oxen, which aic f\ Uencd 
for slaughter, they have others intend* 1 foi la¬ 
bour and cairiagc^ theihorns of vhici are soft 
and flexible, and hahg down lil-^ a bio^'* «rm. 
Thehoises of Abjssmia are -Aiy befc- 

tiful and well made ^ they «n e genei/lly useJTifT 
war, and are veiy fleet. The elephant 1 mpam 
in a wild state, and are exti cruel) d^stuictivti to 
the corn and gram. I hen plain* are also Ra¬ 
vaged'and laid waate by the i^m'ocuos, as weK 
as by lions and tigers. The huntiifg of the iln- 
hoceros foims a corftidcialTle part of the amuse¬ 
ment of the Abyssinians. Hjctnis abound in 
Abyssinia, and exceed the sheep in number. 
Some of tne towns are full of them, where, 
from the commencement of darkness till the 
dawn of day, they seek, the diffettnt pieces of 
slaughtered* c«j(i cases, which thi > cruel and un- 
cleaji people expose in^the streets withouLbu- 
rial, and wh(^ firml)«bclieve that these animals 
are Falasha, or Jews, lrom the neighbour! 
mountains, transformed by magic, and com 
eat human flesh in safety. TheH.y$ena, ac] 
tqped to human flesh, walks about boldly hj the 
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day-time,and attacks man wheij!ver he finds him, 
v hotter armed or unarmed hut always* chooses 
the^mile or ass in preference t o the rider. 
v?lie crocodile and the hippopotamus abound 
ki the Nile. The former of these amphibious 
Animals is well known ; but the latter i% almost 
‘intaccssible, ^nd is only discovered by the ha’vjpc 
ard deduction it occasions. The Treature is 
nearly almost as large as the elephant, 
it, is armed with tusks. It^nas obtain,io theajjj, 
pellation of M t|ie sca-hor r “, though j£ 
mortfof the;naVre /-.^quality of It is 

much bg l er in the water thaw on land, and 
will atficl boats and barges, and frequently 
overset thfm. i! tears anjj^dev^urs not so niuch 
for thc\s, ?* of food, asito glut itself with hlood^ 

' the q .reuses for other voracious cfea- 
Whe*. it ?oars, the earth trembles. It i$ 
Jbmmonly in' *ie water .during the day, and on 
land^fi the night. It avoids the sight of an 
arm id man, and is terrified itt fire-arms; but 
jtltf female, wh£a with young, is extremely*dan¬ 
gerous. The jjiale’associates with several; and, % 
like the domestic cock m his oircle, seems atten¬ 
tive and jealous, and will not suffer a rival. 

'I he torpedo, or cramp fish, is frequently 
caught m jhe lakes and livers of Abyssinia. It 
is affirmed to be of such a nature, as to cause a 
’rhilness^or numbness in those who touch it; for 
which rcaso^i it *is employed in mediant^ and 
'Uppl-ed in easel of fevnr, as if to alJuy the 
UJftid lender the disease torpid. # The pipi is 
a singular kind of bird, which, by wSnderiui in- 
l hiect the sportsman lo his g.ul> 
and Vjvci leave^fim till he has obtaTncd his ob¬ 
ject 5 put he must be esueful to go aimed, as it 

Will 
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will sometimes tt'ad him to some fierce wild 
heast, or dangerous Creature. This bird d^iefly 
lives on the blood or flesh of those aniranjA 
which are thus killed by its diicction. The mof 
toe, or honey-bird, is said to enable the native* 
to discover where the bees have deposited the* 
fruits of tfcpir labours, some of which is found 
in small holes and caverns of the earth ; but, 
adfJ/mVw Biuoe, •* I cannot for my own part 
‘^dsjjceiveAbat in acfejmtxy where so^iTany tliou- 
s>atia^i«*^arc kept, tifcx** was ^Imise for-giv¬ 
ing to a onV a peculiar ifSciui't, or^aculty, of 
discovering honey, when at the sam ^ dme na¬ 
ture had deprived him^of the power c^* availing 
himself of any advanrage from the j«scovery ; 
for man seems in this caie toi>e mad^ 4 b-^the 
service of the moroc, which v-Swry different 
from the ordinary course of thi$jA; man cci7 
tainly needs him not, for on every tree, ai\d oil 
every hillock, he t may see plenty *of combs at his 
own disposal. J cannot then but thirk, with all 
submission to these natural philosophers, that 
the whole of this is an improbable fiction; nor 
did 1 ever hear a single person in \byssinia viy-. 
gest, that either this or any other bird had such 
a property.”* 

This country is frequently ravaged and deso¬ 
lated by clouds of locusts, which occasion fa¬ 
mine by devouring the plant'- and blades of 
grass,«amd •pestilence by the putrefacdon of their 
de^d bodies, which canViot all be burned or, in¬ 
terred. Tkg Abystfmans, however, have 1ml ul 
means to convert these insefts into a hindjp*' 
r 4 'oo 3 . Thev tire eaten fresh, or dned and-Mc- 

s 

* Travels to discover thcSouicte of the Nile. I 

A Jue$d 



tuicea to powder, ot wmcn a pane Jkatterwawja 
made, and their meat is said tope stgteeable and 
v holt some. * 

Thi Jews have been settled in this country^ 
llon^tTmc immemorial. There are also many 
Mahometans and Pagans. The religion of tins 
Jitter people is very little known, but «onsi»ts 
m superstitious rites and ceremonies, than 
in the adoration of idols. I he Christians aie 


the most numcious m Ahvssima. Amonp*-Mith 
a v mety ot people, a proportionate vaiiety 
la guages may he expected i and^in £ict, cvrnf ( 
'piovnjte, and Agiost ey * y distnct, h^h » t s pun. 
paiticulu d fitct. The cflurt langwifge consists 
ot a mix/- iu* of almost all those ot the empire ; 
and is nulrei dchuont copiousness nor rae- 
lod\ of. exiftssion. The ltfhio f pic style retains 
its ulc» / 'v digmt', being not only used in all 
theif*rc liffio* j uni learned books, but also m 
t Iitfir laws .mu lecoids.* 

•II we except those Ethiopians who, in the* 
tune oT Augustus, weie considered by the Ro- 
ims a*, dist^ztcable and ugly, tl*e Abjssinians 
n general well proportioned. They are of a 1 * 
*fill and m st it ire ; are rather brown than 

t cr ne^ftr^e rind sp.n kling ejes; noses moie 

lu*>R thin flit; thin lips, and vei) white teeth. 
^Llup^au of a sobti and ttmptiate disposition, 
atfanituialK inclined t« vntue and piet). They 
^ldom qu nrcl wnh eull othei ; but w'hen that 
lnppens, m the £r>rf returns ot reason they lefer 
rhj decision the matter (p an arbitei, 01* to 
the i uler of the prace. '1 Tie adm.msti ation of 
*• | • / 

* IJTlC £i language of the slu ph$ty)s, war orcl\ l 
I in T%vi \vn»ing, ami thi sicrcil scriptures g m tn*t 
runffm.\)r<;\» uted the fntir Jt use ot « I tul * 

jil*ticn 



Justice is tedious noi coirtplex. Evcryi 

one pleads his o^rn cause ; and when jndgmtnt 
is onte given, they faithfully obscivc tl e ^trie 
Without n uimur 01 appeal. The) arc \ei^ df 
feettd m then manners, and fond of diw^s. i fth 
women «ur- pci nutted to appeal diroad, md visf 
tlicr fi fends md relatiors. I he wives of.pty- 
stfhs of qjLi il Sy 1 iv then mclmatyms u KtJi'no’ 
restiamt, though then husl ands aie n cli uti- 
plp*^tSS^uh uvjr cci luce, but tju st oi line 
1 mb i c j nciSU) f uthful md tuie. 

* P*A4^h(fh^h7 , siv^^h. Biuu-r “ the Jesuits 

have toiSS»s agieit dcTt'^esp^cting lu i f nn - 
nage md pdfygimv, }cl lothing t*^i) with 
more siktvlx ivuied, Jim tji u ttcie i 10 
manning in \S)®sm^k.unh <>s th it winch «s u n 
tract d b) miuml ec iv it, witnouir m\ i*im, 
and stbsistnij; only till Unsolved b, d«s en* vf 
eacli other, i n) be s i c ilLd.” f W h n i ep i 
ration takes 1 1 lu , th childitn an dmd d b<* 
tween them. Oi e vomm ma) probiblf line 
six or >e\tn lu dnnds successive!) ^ 

Their dishes au cmcILu, i id of v i <, * 
kinds. They have nu‘ ler wur ' n i cuhi, 
Chougn tluy might m»ki m » uilujct c* lie 
foinici. lhen iistul bevciu e i i eh 'lit', 
which is a imstii e of how) ai w v\ itc, i i i >ht 
to a stde oi leimcntitpn. / i i 1 lipitt \ 
Abyssma, we aie told, th it a tow cr bull i 
brought to the door of n e room, v luji r he uni 
panyis ae^ertiblcd ; aad the dew i # h n (f u 1 
so deep is to irnve Ay the f it> a lew diops i\ 
blood ue«spiiiihlcd on the gumnd. Theyjhffr 
penetiate the skin, on the back of tn beastjfuiid 


* Bruc^d Travels 
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bn each side of the sj me, and suijfrttff tly had® 
ff the cow 01 bull hilf-w iv dotn its rib£ AH 
jlie fltsll is then cut off tfie biutecks m solid 
xiaAe pieces, and < >ien i<iw with tuF bread | 
let the animal conti i k s dive ti 1 m uly the 
.[hole is consumed, lie nun aie ftd.hy the 
wtopJn, who basing viappui neat and 
hreid into the* torn ii at 4 it 1 idge 7 y , rtist it into 
tie Hist person’s nituth *he) find rpcA^and 
empty, i d \thuh hom 4 s b$l/s in d niptr v &£ 
■choking him. 1 his is a i deied*as a nark ot 
'giflfekm, and*i u «• iminwaj^ ippear, 
t e laigci jnect (i fc^h afd b e will take 
in o hi p i < mh. L d s, the i ou* noise he 
makes m cam ,*tlu nu u * o 1 he 1 il ought to 
be. # Ihcy ntvei dimk # tTif tliu 1 ne finished 
tl ui"icpjp. 

"ire til* litiH 1 ivicqu unltd w tli the 
%)ls un; ’m d i 1 d i l u t rts and f u tl cm. 
Sis weil j<- tc 3 tl< ki«*lcd c ot nsn qr tltm, 
the) v eie indebted to tl c T t suits. \\ ne thtie- 
t^e, they ’fho h d c\« 1 befoie *ten < ne stone 
^tj'fccel ahost^nc ti ,1 1 ic nil u mmui, he- 

jnes, tie) were 


\ 1 


. b 


1 eld 4 Vfi ill 
ac*'4rtShct^it It ' IS ard tailed it 1 heuse 
^upon jf .m usi ' i\ ithstanding then pmicitv 

, dK) Il id ( (»h, niffs exceeding well 
wosen, ai d*|ewels et ft itatcst indiTtstcu- 
Jious Woil tn nul ip. 11c l inks and thi. Guilt, 
vhokteftKii li*nticisn a ccntinjia^tatt ot 
block uk, \ ould ^ie\eiu jie Ab)limans Horn 
inching into i< icipn eountiies even if thej 
iiad Mich ai m 1 itu n. Thm aie d!*o unwil 
tla ei tuiiue .$to Abvssmiji. should 4* 
evened. Tie Jew*, Aiabians, and Aimcnims 
^ir ft thou common iuei chants or brokers; ajic 
Vuu XIII. X the) 
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thef \aepeu«f , 'oo factors for disposing of then 4 
merchandize in Exchange,-which is seldom in la* 
vour of themselves. Silks, biocades, velvety, ta¬ 
pestry, carpets, and other costly stuffs* vai'; 
brought by the Turks by the way of the Re I 
Sea, and exchanged for gold-dust,* emtiald^ 
apd valuable horses, together ■with skins, Mats, 
leather, hUiTPy, wax, ivery, and abundance of 
superfluities. Notwithstanding, therefore, the 
productions of', countrj, AbySsinia is sLill 
^ pooi • . a _ 

'TheyJb^ve neither inns nor ptiblic houses fir 
tlie entertain ^nt of strangers, but, considering 
their extreme indigence, they aie very liberal 
and hospitable, if ail unknown person con¬ 
tinue in a village or camp of die Abyssinian? 
longer than three hours, the whole co^mmunity 
is under the necessity of lodgiifg and accommo¬ 
dating him at die public charge. A strang&r 
need only enter die lii st lint or tent he like*,, and 


acquaint the owner vvitli his wants, who imme¬ 
diately furnishes him with all necissaries 
conveniences from the chief of dir* place. 'luL 
women never Iiqve occasion for u s e aid of a 
midwife during the time of partinu Vm: ilwy 
bring forth with gear facility, and suci!L, their 
children* without trouble or emhirrassnilrvt 


Notwithstanding the various changes of their 
climate, from the extremes of sultry and burn- 
ing heatSj teethe violent and cAnLinublrains and 
inundations which happen ip Abyssinia, thfc 
pfcople are rcmaikahle lor longevity. w 

This etfajaire o equally fertile in mineral as 


ift«»nimal au^i vegetable productions. TlicAl#^- 
smians posfcss mines of gold, nut prudently cOii- 
seal this treasure froixi strangers, and control 

the.; i- 



j-irnucivt's witjj what is brougfft firi9W N ipritia 
and other parts, rather than hazard jJy^subju* 
and oppression o t Then own country. 
Vb(^jf gather, however, yen quantities off that 
elil washed dr wn by the tot rents from the 
ountdins,* and uhuu consists of larg£,grains* 
is ntoie sc dice among themyfbut th^y 
fcavl* mines ofJc.id and non, wh'clNu* very va¬ 
luable. Blit, unable to endure Jk le unwhole¬ 
some damps and vapotns, to ‘'jf l T ? 4 ^t the ground 
which is in danger of ovei whelming them, or to 
idrain off the waieis wlnph threaten aJjununcFa- 
tion, they work little in those imyas, and are 
satisfied with the quantity of metal they find on 
the surface of the earth. Ab) ssinia is also sup¬ 
posed not to be destitute m £opper and tin. 

TJpjy dig salt from *rocks in the shape of 
JjridTs, bift of different si/es and weights ; that 
which is on the surface of the rock is hard and 
solid ; but in the internal pruts of the mine it is 
extracted from saline spiings, wh^re it is soft till 
consolidated, by the heat of the sun. This*ar- 
*• j‘*, though very common, is considered as va¬ 
luable Yand^Vfcry puson carries a small piece 
M it,JfQspp*tled in a bag, from the girdle. 
When tjn ffiiiends or acquaintance meet, they 
rodjji^tlieir bits of salt, and give thenuto each 
to lit l* The refW al of this compliment 
wyi either side would be considered as a gross 
afiront, ai*d 411 ope*i declaration of sqjne inward 
or piivate icstntmcnt, or, at; least, as a*mar£ of 
incivility. It is s.ftd, that # the heat of the cli-* 
m.tle, 'which renders the moifth partied and 
It ied, was the cause of this whimsical and ditu 
Mgi'jJbrible custom would certainly be 

,more cleanly and becoming, and at the same time 

V L > vc»n d#»r 



ridicule than r int of silu'auon, and which f 
related li^ya m* sionary who hid been ii tirG-, 
dficed at tf , q£conrt u a peiiy pnnce>of the Gal- 
las. “ He ^ he Ling) was sitting,” says he, 
** on the gTourili wi the mi Idle ot*his hut, hav¬ 
ing his courtiars aiound him, each with a lod m 
hi^haud**) No sooner Jjad I enteied, th^i the' 
whole comppgy werchn motion, and exercised 
their rods # unon me most unmei cilully. I was 
obliged to betahy m^t if to flight, and having 
reaclied the door, Which was the established 
signal, tliey ceased to Gastmade. and rcct ved 
jne with man> compliments.” *J 3 eing a£ked wiU’ 
they treat their h lends with this ceremonial, 
who are invited and ‘expected, they replied, 
“ that this wa% done to teach and convince 
those who visited them, that theie it. no nation 
gteatei 01 br^vci than theirs, and that thf& 
who accost die n # may lcun to Kufotm. *ad dfiV 
mean themselves before them.” * 

The natural cjnosities of Abjssim.'h ^e, the, 
loft) ai d air ( si inaccessible mountains, 
panson of w 1 iv.ii tlie Al'ps and \p]*ennmcs aic 
mere 'nllocka. The) iu* of Aeiy gicat service 
to *ms cot jtiy, \\x icli, with wit tin sc impenc* 
trabk baiiuis, woul^i loi g since base becon^ 
the possession of the Tmks r and Gallas, £r 
oth * hosfl4i» p itidns. Whilst then awful and. 
inaccessible # sunnn«t'. sc^n to ictch above the ' 
highest clifud,, *the vaU ws TVeneath appear no 
hide themselves in the lowest abysses (ff the 

earth.' 
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Lien, some of those udges exhibit 
Lincc gf walls, towtrs, and ytiA j othe»l 
Vs’topoth and e\en surface, as renders 
Hmors j and some aie so hollowed oul by 
iure, as to resemble apartments, chuirches, 
fd palaces.’ At the bottom of these nyM^ams 
5re ste^p precipice , where the torrents ro]J 
down gieat stones with a loud and^mnendous 
■»mse , and on then uimmits are ams, where 
t amis hive bften built. Sor&.fp«yts of these 
mountain 4 ln\e ilso 1 m n converted* intp prisonj, 
# aluie rthe hist childun of then hm$>, whose 
competition for the lluone w is^i^ *6ty.nded tofl 
be piodu< tiAi of misihu* were Lipt in confine¬ 
ment, uni 1 mgtti^hul m soiiyid* ind misery. 

In triers me uit uns, tin,ffeintilul riveis which 
tvjty / Ahssainh% li ivt then use. Mi Biuee’s 
tier ihle 1 bfihis have ten ltd ninth to p i- 
tity the 6 eo i ipht* md tlie philosopher relative 
to. the #uiu and pu giess oi the Nile m Abvs- 
am e r l nt 1 lined md ingenious tineller 
ofcauiad* its n r e*in the country of th£ Agows, *he 
whu.l i ls vc ftet "Hiametei, and 
‘"tpp irtwjTsiMioandtd witU sod# by the neigh- 
ft *iurn £ ptv^jyie, who woishipped the river. In 
flue mujkMF this eminence is the first fountain 
tforNile, in which the w.*itti is clew and 
Jfeipid, md # is ihout fmee fett m diameter. 
Aid six fett m depth r lhe second fountain is 
les m di rtncAer, htit dupei thin thi fyst, and 
*t>$>ut.ten feet dist«uu. i li^third is about twen- 
*7 to* west h ft j i tf e fii st I Ijt e several fnuiv 
f, wh < h net ousccrated as altais^fy the na> 
if and from hi iopf pf eich^if w&hich issuff 
tfflsh rill, unut, ami fonn oi e stiLam? 1 hougl 
« 4 ie va&r is eipobtd to the scotching heat of tfo 

sun 


\r 
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stra^ without any slude whatever, it is 
CJwdingJy cold, Aid r extrumly light md good.,/'i 
*xi?c streams thus united tun c xstward, /^nc 
after yaiymg then ducchon due north, ana,r^ ' 
man) uibsiduiv n\ uU'ts, which add 
■their S(aaugth and i7e, the in ex arrives at a 
nv>un{amoysy,oiuitiy wcstwxid, wheie it de* 
setnds a ffnfaci of fifteen fcit m'height, and 
sixty yaids 11 ) bn. xdth. Jthoi eiding loxwird, it 
joxns the Jen^TnTV*ht>ut us own si*c, and passes 
through tl^t 1^1 w T/iina, 01 Den bea, whilst it 
still prese W. lti s icani in ill its natnc doloir 
and brigl^rai^ AJui i proiuss oi vinous, 
and often conti j 4 \ dm tlions, it a neb at 4 
confined sin iu< 41 , Jpiiwtcn ll*c mom t uns of 
Begcindci, and si m ut^ix it uln > Inc i>jrous 
caiuact near ’T n . llin ifte Is ii Jje 
grandest m 1 x iu*»t n i"mL cnt**[ic iclcs nx the 
1 i c n m c)t g the i\ik, pile pitied 
over c. i c tdlui cat u ut, re cn ole Jieh ide* t 


tuLiititi, id mh.j l» he nd it in .tin ( t »nc i- 
diblti dist nice.* u r l Ins \\ is x si^h *’ sns^J^; 
Biuce, “ so astoiiiduii , *o tru£j ' jt 4ci- tltjl* 
ages added to th$ pic xl length ollffr % u lie 
would not efface oi tridicai* it Lov m^mes 
moiy. It struck n t \\ »n 1 md of and' 

a total oMiuon of vw u I \\ is, and of 
Other «ablunai; a neern pt * * 

Below the cat iract, the Nile runs m i mrxow* 

• • • • 

*"Butwf<»ii ioi gh <*^gs ind ly*»<H*i*sr oiUraci rf- 
cm.\e his nught> ft ret, a id t’lU I If rrc \ a hcml l in j t<h Jp«> 
former uni ^raj ted fouise, li d lit h * wlnti tied V ^ 
ter^up vlort, so ia to ob me the fate of lieu u, and c\V,L* 
theearth trembles MUth his , rile mount mis roii\ 
and attain thl wata., forming with race, xmnwutle^the 
unvwiquished waters ux white . 1 Luian * ( 

channel 
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channel between two locks, with loudaiftl 
impetuous velocity. Her§ it*assurersptoth*' 
'C^tern direction, and, after being increased by* 
number of tributai y streams and rivulets, 
fates a cour t almost due nmth. The«e wind* 
tng^ and*sudden chinges of tinectiog^or thou* 
sands of miles, pievenicd its irwjl and p|jiU>* 
*(*phicaj pursuers from i» i hing jiVSource. Af« 
ter pis mg along h»- many kfctws, the Nile 
th^n for'* s *its passage thioughlaii opening of 
ibe mountains v hich inclose the country of tljgf 
G ^r»ga c . and piecipuatt. its waieis over a 
fnHitlul c it it., ct, whose Iu i^h*l^or less than 
fao hurdud uul ucht) ie'*t ’ What teiror and 
amazement n ft «• c, Uu* n»md of the travel¬ 
led Who be no 1 J aiic^.fn asscmldigc of waters 
tj * tied. \ m u ia of rhundei, from such 

a chcMoiul ana* u pi ndous Ik 'ht, Hilo a vast 
rick; 1) i v- lv low, t>'i 1 wIkkcc m foim t he 
p~t #pitatLsl hilhmu it. loniid to hti'cnl Not 
hut, bowott, the It iu i« J Nile has lest: soon 
it fts burned mu tv o* other c itnrarts, 


hung con fiiru between the mountams of Dvre, 
or Tfc^lfflfwhuL is li'ind fh® fine gold of Scn- 
ra f w1_3h the natucs i ill tibbar. ' 

U^rfing its lomo' close by Sennar-, the Nile, 
;>»iTr running jicaih due noith and s*mth, turns 
nstnjidJ and, vhdn swollen to its greatest 
hughr, affords a piospcct pleasing and delight¬ 
ful m* tlft^se ulv u \ and inhospitable regions* 
Killing m oestt^all) alo^g, it bends to the* noith- 
tylbt, and uniting its vatirs^wilh those of Tac* 
yaz/e, .1 large r«\ti, which also rifles in A by* 
sima, flows by a ip»»*jt and ^ppiilpus town*calf 
td Chcndi, which was probably af some period 

the 
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the jmjlferial seat of the Can daces, queens o| 
J ^thiQp iata Being joined soon after by the great 
nver^tbanf,’ the Astaboras of the ancient it 
Verges'Tiorfh for about two degrees, when sud¬ 
denly turning west by south, it enters the king¬ 
dom of (Dongola, and arrives at Moscho, a 
town aira place of refreshment for the cara¬ 
vans* at the they passed from Egypt tc 
Ethiopia. Beutfing north-east, it meets with a 
chain of mount/ihs, v here is the seventh and 
last cataract, frightfully high, though not sc 
tfbmtndous fa that .it Alata, alieady mention- 
ed. Having c-issed thfcse cataiacts, the Nile 
enters Egypt*. r ' 

The lake Tzana^ or Dembca, is by far the 
largest expanse of wateV known in Abyssinia. 
Its gieatest breadth is thiAy-ilve nyV. a , and \js 
length forty-nine. During thd^clry rftonths, 
from October to March, the lake becomes less5 
but, after the rivers which*surround it are full, 
it necessarily swells, extends itself into the plain 
country, and of course covers a muctfi largsa, 
surface. In this lake aie eleven inhabited 
islands, which were formerly usetT^y^^u^ns 
for people of distinction, or for a voliVtary^re- 
treat. The reason why the Nile does 17 ‘ivnux 
its waters Tykh those of the lake, in its 
sage through it, which is -a fact founded on 
frequent and indisputable observation, is the 
largeness and violence of its stream. * * 

.The ‘-MaiVb? another considerable river of 
this •country, has its source in thfe Tigre, frorte 
whence it ent^js the %andy desarts 01 the Can 
fres, .and precipitating itself down a cataract 
jjliirty cubits*In height, Euftes itself in the 

ground. 
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ground. The Poituguese, however, Mr dig- 
p, found not only pie tyjof swiet/water# 
1- it afi abundance of cm lfcnt fish. 

I‘he o-overnment of Abvssinu has been al* 
m mrnurhi'* il, ml cntndv despotic^ and# 
though it* o ^ n *nd niinunupted sprics of 
tnoniichs r-« \n\ dc u^tf* 1 uul uncertain, no 
ft rmd rt tpAt c m he fo^id in ty-n traditfcn 
© .rnnils in wi h thci^ prime/did not rule 
v th irbitiauy a ul >i*t ; , md clami an absolute 
and mdcitMvble mht cm r the li^es and libeilies 
ot thju subjects, as veil m nutta s#ecdesi«fsti- 
cal as civil. Thuc jic i?o vuitey laws to re- 
*tiain the exorbitmt power pftnee, oi to 

defend and scciiu the pmilcjgc and property 
of the- subject, md the /ckrgy have been the 
onl^ person* who huvtVier daied to oppose an 
WFectuaP resist*! to the unjust proceedings of 

the empenr. These pi nuts bo ist thit they 
swe descend mts cf Meftilch, Oi Da\id, the sou 
of the gieat holomon, by the # queen of Sheba i 
~f i *: * 4 by virtue of thi, noble decent, they aie 
c died hagais, and addressed with the title of 
The) also cany in then arms the 
bon ot th'dtribe of Tndah, li ifding a cioss, with 
‘this Icj fc JEu inscribed : The hon oj the tube of Ju¬ 
dah . las i miquered. 9 

• * The icspect which 4s ptid to the emperor is 
similu to 1 is title ai 1 dignity, and none cf his 
b1ibjects»ev#r ipp}o <-h him, without cxhibituig 
tmk b of Lite most abjee^ siibxmsJtoif ard sei- 
fiht). He doe f not, nfdced, conceal lumstU 
f*pm public -view, like the %ister^fnonarclts; 
but shews himself roidil) and fiec^uently to»his 
people. The emptier* lives rtioie m. tents than 
in peaces; bur these tents are as magnificent 
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$ts Bailees* whil$ his guard forms a real army, 
, ana h& coint a pompous and splendid retinue. 
The wnbkt campappears like a vast, opea, ana 
regular city, in whose center, or on some emi 
nent part, is displayed the imperial pavi^on 
excelling all the rest in lichness and beauty 
The retm ue of the emperor is augmented by th< 
wqmen, during military expeditions, to whicl 
they are a grant incumbiance. When the camp 
breaks up, orofcemoves from one place to an¬ 
other, even iy time of peace, those countries 
rthrpugh which the army passes experience a 
real calamity, because the roads must be re¬ 
paired, and pw’Mons furnished and conveyed 
by the inhabitants, who are thus successively 
ruined throughout flv whole empire. How¬ 
ever surprising it may appear, the 0 r imp is di¬ 
vided into parishes, each of 'v^v.n ha^ its owq 
clergyman, with deacons, and other ecclesias¬ 
tics, who perform divine service, and instruct 
the youth in re^gion and morality. 

Whenever an etaemy is near, the army marci^g 
in cldse rank, and in the best order. The vftngs 
are extended, and the emperor, -w^bjhi^- ofa* 
' cers and guards, beeps in the center.r At-pther 
times, no regularity is observed, ancS^uly the 
sound of kettle-drums, and of other waR^f in¬ 
struments, intimates the approach of army.' 

The crown of Abyssinia is hereditary, and 
must devolve on the posterity of Menilek, their 
first pponarcfo j but the succession ctoes not ne¬ 
cessarily pass to the eldest. The emperor, if 
he thinks proper, qan make choice of a young# 
son, whom he deems more worthy, or is mob? 
inclined to faf/our*. This* custom has frequently 
occasioned a jealousy and misunderstanding be¬ 
tween 
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/tween the young princes* and^ometimol been 
the cjfUse of civil wars ; ami, m all probability, 
gave* rise to the practice of keeping all those 
prisfees who had a right to the throne confined 
l upofc» the top of a mountain, where they are 
closely guarded, and no person suffered to come 
near them. % Neither message noi Jetter can“he 
conveyed to these unfortunate prisoners; and 
they are obliged to diess themselves in tlie usual 
garb of the common people, le?, they should 
become proud and ambitious. j i 

* This custom, it has be*n said, syas abolished 
by the indirect leproach of ,ie of the king’s 
sons. Having a fondness and g irtiality for this 
boy, who was only eight Jrnis of age, the eni- 
peroi was sorting witl? him one day, when a 
courtier r pproa* ! cd, and obsei ved that the child 
was growing tall. No sonnei did the young 
prince hear tliesc words than looking tenderly 
At his*father, he said, “ Have *1 become big 
<u\ rt ugh to he sent to the mountain!’* Affected 
*by this moving apostrophe of his son, theVni- 
piaror'eoiP^iuA.icd the custom to be abolished, 
?nd obiigedjhis council to swear that it should 
never bej/-establislied. Mr. Bruce, lioucvu,' 
found still in force. 


* The ceremony of t.He coronation "of tlicfr 
kings is grand and magnificent. Much of the 
pei forma nee consists in religious rites, such .is 
reading the’‘lituigy, and singing fsaims find 
hymns suitable to the occasion. The grand aV 
mtfner announces the monarch to the people, 
ind informs them that he is made cnohe of to 
govern them. The duty of a soverfr^»n is re.id 
and explained to the emperor, who takes an 

oath 
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oath tfcat he will dischaige it with justice ,md 
moderation Mr is then anointed by rlv* m 
tropolitan, who invests him with the io) i! 
robes, places a crown ol gold and siher on! his 
head, and puts th« sword oi st u<_ into Ins haijusj 
after which he is silulel empuoi of 'Abysjin’a, 
and received by the people wnh loud and ic- 
'•peated acclathations. The kin" liivnng a'Msud 
* at divine service, and tiken the holy commu¬ 
nion, the cerrmony tenninaixs m ae L s of k» j* 

The emperors, in imitapon of fiolimon, Junt 
whom they putend to ne dtscendtd, Jlow then - 
selves the libert) dl h i\*iv* aplioalityoi viu , 
and, like him, o' Uili' cut ieh s ions ; imonmch 
tliat both Chiisiumfv aipl Pagi.msn^have 
encouiaged at the s.*me tin t. IT ''tm a ic f » u J, 
to leligioa, hovc*^, those l"agm o\ Mdo* 
metan princesses 1 lvc, in pc T1 u d, been u- 
strurted and l ipti/iJ, pieiioudy t) dicu V - 
coming tl e wive* c 4 the » mn!i, As jon a* 
the ompeioi ha, n, il i < of a youn g Pi!*i 

to be ins wile, tl ey attend the chinch to rather, 
and, ha'mg ruined the s»„rt v n iv*i^turn tf 
the rojal pivilnm, .ue) r nj rut 1 hv^hc whole 
court, m tlnir nc'.i r .l'Mip. r l h sNs^mony 
being fin* 1 hr J, the n>! t u indtln^} a e s'tiiip- 
tuously tre ited, md the*n * t dots T> )t teinn* 
nate till eveiy t 1 i.*g is e usurp d which had 
been served. * 

Of all these wlves# f lh pimte makes choice 
of one, whom be* caus<. to b<? pi ocl umed c pi- 
press, and* \ho ei?|oys Hipeiio* pnvilegcs. Oa 
the day she js to be installed J-teght, she app<ai$ 
in the trnt 4 of the monaich, which she was not 

pci nutted 
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permitted to do before, and is seated pn a 
•couch ^ear tha^ imperial lliron%fand, upon a 
signal bung made, one of tlie chaplains of the 
empe^ftr enters the court, and proclaims the em- 
gres^j after which the crown is put upon her 
4 a ad, >but she is not anointed. • 

The Abyssinian emperors receive holy orders* 
and some of them have been consecrated priest?, 
and officiated in that capacity ; but with this re¬ 
striction, that «f by any means tli, y shed the 
Llood of ©nm, they weie immediately divested 
of then office. In general, however,* the mh- 
vuich confines himself to the deacoiihhip, wducli 
is also gi mted to the nobles afld great officers* 
of the court, who«Lssume tl^ese irdors, that they 
ma\ L*ii|Oy die privilege #f*the clergy; enter 
Into tfle sancru*^ ; .picwnU the cross to be kiss¬ 
ed : and, Ivhal is-fnoie than all besides, have 
auuiOnt) and power in that body of people of 
wini h l*y oidilution they loim a part. The 
abuna’s piincipal employment indeed is ordina- 
Jjgmrik ^ nuighci of men and children present 
themselves at a distance, and there stand from 
huifiTIity, iiitf daring to approach him. He 
then asks who these are; and, being told that 
they are prisons who wish to be deacons, he 
/hakes'fwo or three signs with a crctfs, and 
!>#w\s w’th Ji*s mouth twee 01 thrice upon them, 
ing, “ Let them be deacons.” I saw once 
all the aim> *)f Begembder nude deacons, who 
bad just leturRed from shedding the bIood*of 
tuAnousand men. •They were drawn up as be-* 
fun described, and the abuna*stooch»ibout a 
uarter of a mile distant from tliepi. With 
tli*" army were mingled* about*one thousand 
Vo^/Xlii. Y women, 
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women* who, having partaken of the same hi is^ 
and braiHlishrrfcnt of the cross, were conse¬ 
quently as good deacons as the rest.* 

In all matters, excepting those which regard 
the discipline of the church, to which he strictly 
conform himself, the emperor enjoys absolute 
uncontrolled authority over the lives and 
property of his subjects. Hc%is the only sove¬ 
reign of the* several kingdoms and provinces of 
this extensile empire. He disposes of all the 
Ljnds throughout hTs dominions, except in Tigie 
and Dembca, wher$ aie some noble and privi 
leged families, whose properties and dignities, 
unless in case of rebellion, he never alienates 
from their anci£ntjx>ssessors.* Formerly it w is 
the custom of the emperors notyv> appear in 
public ; and it was seldom tl^it they in¬ 

terfered in the affairs of government, the care of 
which was generally committed to two mimsteis, 
whom they denominated favourites . Tlfiit prac¬ 
tice, however, has been abolished, and they h ave 
smte considered it as prudent and ^xped^fftj V J 7 
shew themselves to their subjects least> 4 ;hi cc. 

or four times i«r a >ear; though noire aie per¬ 
mitted to see them eat, besides the pagpes who 
feed them. Even the empress is dewed that 
privilege, though she dines and sups in company 1 
with her ladies; and when the monarch give*; 
audience to foreign ambassadors, lie sits out ftf 
sigjil, and • speaks to them By an Officer called 
# Kal Hat/.e, the voiefer *wotd of the Ling .f t 

“ I ha^e already mentioned transiently thcccir- 
cumstancV, that the king is not seen when he sits 
m council* th<i manner ol it is thus: when h<^ 

* BructA Travels Bruce. 

had 
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had business formerly, he remained constantly 
in a roqm of his, palace, which l*ad a communi¬ 
cation with the audience ancf council, by means 
ot iwjv folding doors, or large windows, the bot¬ 
toms of which were about thiee steps from the 
gioun^l. These doors or windows were Utticed 
with czoss bais of wood like a cage, and a thy* 
curtain or veil of taffety silk was hung Tjjithin if; 
so that by dai herring the inner room, the king 
saw every person in the outer chamler, whilst he 
himself was visible to no one. «The constant 
wars itvwhich Abyssinia has been eng«^ed, siirce 
'the Mahometans took possession o& Adcl, have 
occasioned this troublesome cuSfom to Be wholly 
laid asidf, unlesson particular occasions, and at 
council, Vhen it is .still observed with the an¬ 
cient "strictnesJ^and we find, in the history of 
Abyssinia? that tnd army and kingdom have fre¬ 
quently owed their safety to the personal beha* 
v[»ur aaad conduct of the*king, in distinguishing 
and exposing himself in battle, which advantage 
lifcfj^ ust have lost, had the original custom j>re- 
vaijej* H e n yever, to this day, when he is abioad 
on ‘Eorsebacfc, or sitting m any gf his apartments 
at home wher c people are admitted, he is so co- v 
vered, that his eyes only are visible.”* 

When the officer who is denominated Kal 
Hatzc, debars the words of the Ling to the as¬ 
sembly fiemvened in council, the members rise 
and staOTnm % thei» feet as if the monarch were 
present. If, upon a division, a majority*of them 
be^igamst him, th<ty are frequently punished fof 
voting contrary to his sentiment } foi^ though it 
is undei stood by convening them together, that 
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the majority must determine with respect to t!w* 
propriety *>f the* measure proposed, the king, by 
his authonty, entirely supersedes their vote,s and 
opinions. The Abyssinian monarch is Soever 
seen to wall:, nor to set his foot on the ground 
out of his own palace ; and when he would dis¬ 
count from the horse 01 mule on which lie 
rides, servant attends him witfi A stool, who 
places it pioperly to receive him. He rides into 
the anti-chamber where his throng stand-., or to 
thp stool the alcove of his tent. 

Instead of a favourite minister, a chief officer 
Is created whom they call ras, 01 prtncipa! % and 
who is generalissimo. He has under him two 
overseers, one ol whom is a high stew rd, and 
whose power extends hot only over, ill the vice¬ 
roys, governors, and generaljjg&the ox my, but 
also over all the civil judges ot the empiie ; the 
Other is only an under steward of the king’s 
household, wlpch is generally composed of men 
of an inferioi r,fnk. 

All places ff honour or authority* are ksttgTit- 
and sold to those who bid the greate^fpri&c jor. 
them; insomuch that the pnrthasus, in Older 
to profit by the bargains they make, aie obliged 
to oppress all that aie under them ; and hence 
these governors and officcis becomcjplundcrci s, 
rather than protectoi s, of the people. Noi cab 
the injured and oppu*s c cd obtain any 1 edicts of 
their grievances ; for, though &ppe v fs aie admit¬ 
ted from the infmio^tto the s^peiioi couits, a*d 
from theqcc to thg emperor himself, yet feu dtie 
to ventuieWm such an attempt, fiom the conse¬ 
quences which commonly foUow. Mr. Biuce, , 
indeed, tefls us, that “ it is the constant practice 
in Abyssinia, to beset tlie king’s doois and^virw 
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dows within his hearing, and there from mom* 
ing tOAight cry aloud for jqstite, inja distressed 
and complaining tone of voice, and in all the, 
different languages of which they are masters, 
that they may obtain admittance, and have their 
supposed grievances heard and icdressed.” But 
this, it appears, is frequently done by a comply 
of vagi ants,* tfcho are provided, hired, rffcd main¬ 
tained for this purpose, and whosefTole occupa¬ 
tion is, to cr/and lament in such a manner, as 
if they had been really injured jrtid oppressed ; 
,and aV this for the king’s honour, aifd that he 
may not become too solitary gjid tltoughtiul.* * 
As all employments, both civil and militaiy, 
are disposed of by purchase, # we^need not be at a 
loss Jo ]udj^: how «the fcrfiops axe commanded, 
and m what maltaer justice is administered. The 
form of proceeding in tlicir courts of law is wise¬ 
ly established. Neither counsellors nor attoruies 
aj*e permitted to impcacli or imjjlead any man. 
The plaintiff and defendant atgue their own 
the judge having coifi»ulted thceopi- 
assembly, passes sentence accord¬ 
ingly ; but he is not compelledeto follow the ge- 
ijei al sentiments of the people. He purchases 

* “ Sometimes, while 1 was busy m my roomduring the 
r*m\ »n, thou* would be* four or hve hundred people, 

^ho would bi^iu frome to roar and cry, as if in pam; and 
otheistu dgnuiul justice, as if that moment suffering, or 
instantly to be*jsut to* death *lln* horrid symphony was 
so fitful!} pci formed, that no ta^6ould distinguish but that 
it w^s occasioned by rt%I distiew* Being interrogated, hon£. 
ever, as to the cause of their lamentatfem, thg^fephed that 
it was done to honour me before the people, and to prevent 
my becoming melancholy, am\iequested th.ftj would give 
themsonietliing to drink, to tnahle them to continue their 
spmt and vigour." lhuce . 

* Y 3 
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his office ; and the sentence often savours of the 
necessity ofr payitig*for the crime committed. 
He therefore incurs no punishment, anil is ex¬ 
posed to no shame, by his injustice. ' s . 

Tn criminal cases, if the accused.be found 
guilty, H*e is imprisoned by the judge, f ill has 
m<Ue sufficient restitution and sati&f.ict on to the 
person h^h^J injured; or if the curie be capi¬ 
tal, he is delivered into the hands of the accuser, 
to he punished with death, at his # dist return, . nd 
•that of the deceased. This latter custom scorns 
to have be^n borrowed iiom the Jtv,,, aifd au¬ 
thorizes cruelly, ,v' l multiplies revenge W hen 
a murder cannot be sutln icntl^pioved ag,iarst 
any man, all the mhftiyants of the pla .e, near 
to where it was commit’cd, are-setfriicl> hi'ed, 
or condemned to some corpc^Kl punishment ; 
which prevents a 11 emitealmc its, and nun) ac¬ 
tions of that nature. The gieatest inconveni¬ 
ence and dtt! ynent attending these unfits oV 
justice are, tl 1 at*they allow no witnesses to be 
heard except tflose of the plaintiff, 
mony it is not alwavs in the power oi^hc deman¬ 
dant to invalidation! annul. 

The king of Abjss’.nia veiy often judges ca¬ 
pital crimes himself. That judicature is rec¬ 
koned favourable, where the judge # is slow to 
punish, and ready to reward. No man is con¬ 
demned to suffer death by the knrg unperson" 
for fche ficst«offence, unless he *shali have com- 
nytted parricide, prVatrilegg, or some oth*r 
dicadful grime. jn general, the life and meifts 
of the prisiftrer are considered and opposed to 
his immedyte guilt, aiW the decision is made 
accordingly. _ _ 

la Abyssinia, when the prisoner is condeiinear 
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for any capital offence, he is not remitted tty 
prisorf, which would be thought qjuel, but iff 
immediately executed, conformably to his sen- 
The greatest punishmpirfs in this coun- 
tiy are the cross, excoriation, or the Baying 
aim', and lapidation, or the stoning to deariu 
This last is chiefly inflicted on strangers, c^Jlea 
Ffi nis* loriiehgious causes. Anotfiifr barbar¬ 
ous punishment is plucking out fne offender’s 
eyes, a crucify which is frequently committed In 
Ah)s t ima, anil is generally inflicted on rebels^ 
and tiis iflected persons. # The dea 3 bodies of 
cnmirrih slam foi treason, mprdeft djid violence 


on tjie highway, are seldom buried; the streets 
of Cri\du are* trewed with pieces of their car- 
cj >§‘, v\rfl li him£ the^ild beasts m multitudes 
into thp city soon as it becomes daik, inso¬ 
much tint it is scaicelj possible ior any person 
to v alk m safetv diu mg the night, u lhe dogs,**' 
i\ s Mr. 13iuce, u used to bung ^pieces of human 
J^cubcs into the ho isc and couit yard, in Older to 
" eaf^heni flith giciter security. • This was most 
d*njifusft^to me, but so often repeated, that I 
w as obliged to leave them n* possession of such 1 
• fragments.”* 

The aimy of the emperor is by no means equal 
to the extent of his dominions, nor indeed to the 
"exigencies of the government, if we consider the 
numeious enlmies by whom this country is sur¬ 
rounded, # and Ifow frequently the* frontier pro¬ 
vince s are invaded and plundered. The largest 
Army which the King of Abyssinia ever brought 
into the field at any one time, e*cTusive ofnis 
household troops, did pot ampnnuto more‘than 
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fifty thousand, and of which only forty thousand 
were effective men. Of these, between foqr and 
five thousand are hofise, and the rest foot. The 
king’s household troops should consist of about 
eight thousand infantry, two thousand of which 
carry firelocks, and supply the place of archprs; 
bows having been in disuse for upwards of one 
hundred years. • . 

The reaSfea^why the Abyssinian soldiery act 
no better is entirely owing to the vunt and ne¬ 
glect of discipline among them; for they are m 

g eneral sto^t and hardy, and able to eiyiuic 
unger and fimgue. Their slender support is 
derived from tne las.:ds allotted them by the em¬ 
peror, whilst they.continue in his service^, 'but 
when age or sichnes* ponies ppon th^iytjiose 
lands are taken from theift and guru to othCrs, 
who are able and willing to slippy theiifplaces. 
The revenues of the king are by no means in¬ 
considerable, were they faithfully collertccl and. 
deposited in the treasury; but they pass tluough 
so many hands, ^nd there are so naan^ exreig 'm 
and privileged pet sons, that the amouj^wlMi 
is received is very trifling. 

The Abyssinian Annals give an account of the 
journey of queen Saba to Jerusalem, that she 
might see the power and wisdom of Solomon, 
who instructed her in the knowledge oii the true 
God,' 'and the doctrines of the Jewish church. 
Saba had a son by that prince, yho afterwards 
went tg> Jerusalem, whpre he was magnificently 
recqjved and treated by his fathtr, and anointec^ 
king rif Ethiopia byjtfoash and Zadoc, the Jewish 
high priests. Other circumstances relative to 
this•mitter ajj?contained<in those annals, which 
beem fabulous and incredible ; though the 
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thenticity of tins particular account is not dis¬ 
puted by any Abyssinian. Uar is it any wort- 
dor, that a peoplj;, no less fond ofrfi T h.u is mira- 
cijous and marvellous than thi^^st of the eas¬ 
tern nations, should, in piocessof time, interpo¬ 
late! that ancient record with fabulous Rories, m 
oidci to obtain for it greater veneiation and*re^ 
spect. • * ^ 

The ne\t article winch relates l^he religion 
o^A-byssiniS, is their conversion to Christianity, 
which in all 'probability happened about the 
year«£i'iO. Athanasius, patriarch of # Alexanflria, 
being informed by Frurfientius how much the 
people of Abyssinia w'ere disposed to receive the 
gospcVprdainefl liim bishop of Axuma, and sent 
liinj tliin^r to pr<ppag2^e tlie religion of Christ. 
From tjuit pAiod, the Abyssinians professed to 
believe the doSrines of the gospel; and the 
church of Ethiopia continued in perfect unity 
•and friendship with tins bishop, till the time of 
liis death ; and though troubled and dissensions, 
yiot® from the heresies propagated in th$ east, 
th^ffiiiiftined uncontaminated by any false or 
injurious tenets. Arianism,Jiowever, made its* 
appearance in the reign of the emperor Constan- 
tius, by whom it was greatly favoured and re» 
commended. • 


• The discipline of thb church was regulated by 
Frumentius, According to that of Alexandria, 
whose ‘fhpriority is still acknowledged, and to 
which it is subject and cj^endent in all tilings. 
Iffor is the Ahyssfciian church^allowed to eleents 
own bishop, or to receive on? fron**£ny except 
from the patriarchs of Alexandria, # in whom the 
sole^power of nominating and cons&rating him 
is ijfsted. Moreover, what is still more remark¬ 
able. 
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a&le, fcy an establishetflaw, this abuna must never 
be of Abyssinian extraction; and both ejergy 
and laity pay suett regard to the observation of 
this practice, w'peh they deem as ancient as their 
conversion, that i* ey would consider it as a kiftd 
of heresy and apostacy even to call in question 
its authority. Nor did they ever attempt to in- 
troftcce ajjy reformation in this point, notwith¬ 
standing uk tyrannical conduct of the Alexan¬ 
drian patriarch and the abuna, but have tamely 
submitted to their jurisdiction and supremacy. 
«The % wisest jpf the Abyssinians, according to 
Mr. Bruce, weye sen sib 1 e of the great decay of 
literature among tkjin, and that, unless an op¬ 
portunity of gome to Jerusalem for instruction, 
and of bringing the abtyna, shpuld be ^?£fcasion- 
ally offered to their priests, no Act of peddle 
would be moie ignorant even if* the Ammon 
dogmas of their’profession. It was hoped also, 
that by a considerable stipend, some m^n of, 
learning and respectability would be induced to 
accept this placp, and to support aryl coimC*" 
Dance,* by his example, literature an<^,airiigjon‘ 
^among them; and hence the office of a foreign 
abuna was institute. 

Not understanding the language of Abyssinia, 
the abuna has little share in the government, but 
is an attendant at the palgce on day* of cere¬ 
mony, or when he has any favour 40 request, or 
complaint to make. He is mych fajlem in es¬ 
teem from*that which formerly possessed, and 
wlych has been chiefly^ccasioacd by his meai^ 
and contemptible intrigues, and by his igno¬ 
rance, avariefe 1 , and want of firmness. Wc can¬ 
not Cut foriy f a moLmchoiy idea of the discipline 
and government of the Abyssinian church*^ 

besides 
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besides tlie ignorance and remissnes of those pa¬ 
triarchs in the pcrformanoe fcf dyir office, we 
consider their wicked and immoj^Tl lives, many 
of them being accused of comqprittmg the greatest 
nimes, and of living in the most scandalous 
and disorderly manner. One branch of their re¬ 
venue aiiscs # from the grant of dispensations? of 
which they*are the sole disposer^^Anciently, 
one third of die kingdom was appropriated and 
mled to tSe pbuna, for the maintenance of his v * 
own state and dignity, and for t|je support of 
the Clei gy, convents, aiyl churches in the king¬ 
dom. This gift, howevce>«has irocn different 
p^iences been lesumed by thp king. 

Inve^ church of AbySsgiia there arc different 
kinds otldcg^s.*Thea2^r«ri« are neither priests 
nor demons, a sort of Jewish Levites, or 
chanters, who assist in all public offices of die 
church, and whose ligad or superior has the 
•*caie !md direction of the sacred jjavilions in the 
royal camp. As they boast *that they are de¬ 
scended fifom the Jews, they pretend to Imitate 
the'servids of the Jewish tabernacle and temple # 
of Jerusalem, and the dancing of king David 
befoi e the ark. The next in order are the komos 9 
who aie a kind of high-priests, and under whose 
c.ue and # superintemjance the inferior clergy, 

* a id the secular affairs of the parish are placed. 

The priests hive their maintenance assigned them 
in kina, arid do* not labour for iheir support. 
l,A. steward, who j? a layman, is appointed byjhe 
king to receive the rents ^fjelonggig to the 
churches, and to give the pneWflne portiop as¬ 
signed them. * • • # 

• rThcrc are more churches in Abyssinia than ins 

* any other country; five or six may be seen in 

one 



one view; and five times that number from an 
elevated situation. c Wherever a victory has # been 
gained, there 0 ^ church is erected. Their site is 
always near sdige running water, for the conve¬ 
nience of purifications and ablutions, in wliiih 
/the Aby«$inians strictly observe the Lev it i cal 
* lavs. They are frequently placed on the sum¬ 
mit of a*tull t surrounded entirely-with cedar. 
The churche$^\re of a circular form, and have 
thatched roofs, the tops of which •are perfect 
cones. The inner part consists erf' several divi¬ 
sion^ according to the regulations prescribed in 
the law of Mo»es. The^Abyssini/ns pay a great 
.■respect to these sacked edlines, and always en¬ 
ter them barefoot. Nothing embossed, - 

lief, is to be seen in lAiycof th^ir place^t \\m- 
ship, as it would be considered asijflolali). The 
prayers, psalms,, and hymns, wl^h are fised m 
divine service, arc suited to the occasion* judi¬ 
ciously composed, and *pciformed with flic.it s 
decency and dtevteion, and free fiom the pomp 
and ceremony visible in the chuich of Jlonie^ 
The Itcheguc, who is the chief of the -monks, ’ 
is ordained by two priests, that hold a white, 
cloth over him, while another offers up a prayer. 
He is a man of much greater consequence than 
the abuna, jn times of disturbance and insurrec¬ 
tion. The monks in Abyssinia do nut live in • 
convents as in Europe, but have separate Louses 
scattered round the church ; and cacljcukivate* 
that pfirt of Ins property which consists in land. 
Thffse monasteries, indeed, are the veiy reversq* 
of those in Entries, with respect to their 

structure* form, cnureh-servicc, government, and 
discipline. These hionhsTive an austere and re¬ 
gular life, are poor, and in a state of celiba&y*£- 

A certain * 



A pertain person having one day askei &* ettfe* 
peror's secretary, who had formerly been a gkoskfe* 
if they did not bind themselves 1$ some Va#e 
th*t minister, who was of a facetiotiS dU* 
position, replied, “ The votaries, prostrated Oik 
the earth, piomise the Mot aloud, that they Will « 
observe chastity; but they add, in a lojf tone # o£ 
voice, in thfc 'same manner as you otan'Ye it.'* 

The tenets of the Abyssinians arethe same ti 
these of^the *church of Alexandria. ^ The two 
n itures in Qhi ist, the two person/, th«r unity^uiS* 
equaMty, the inferioiity of the minnood, with 
oilier matters of a like kiiy*» are 0 enveloped in 
cl ouch of ignorance and hereby. They believe 
m uie^al presence ; mak^use of extreme tine* 
tinnjFor tile sk^c, sfhd psactise public confession* 
They n^ver ab^lve penitents without indicting 
on them reproaches and blows,'"with a stick or 
whip upon the shoulderg. Witli regard to cir- 
eumJ?ion, and the observation of the seventh 
dav, they do not consider them as necessary to 
'.il\ Jiion, ifi the same manner as*the Jews* If, 
theroloie, they seem to pay any religious regard 
t > the rite of circumcision, it fs only on account 

• id its divine origin, and fiom its having been 
the obligatory seal of the old covenant. The 
prohiSi u»n r ) eat ceitain kinds of fdod is also 
coTvaJeicd by them as a political institution. 

* They admif the Nicene, Constantinopolitarl, 
Tolicsian, 3fid sdme othej- provinoiaLcougcils; 
ikAe no use ol the apostles’ creed ; but teOejjre 
mvUme books ol the Old'an^WSw Testament, 
as f)*nunical, which die so ackrMd&dged by us. 
They offer up supplications and prayers to the 

and observe fasts and festivals id htt&ott t 
Vot. XUI. Z Of 
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\ ^ 
t)f them, and pay a religious regaf-d to their*re¬ 
lics and pictures.* 'fbe adoration of the Virgin 
Mary is excessive, both with lespect to the at¬ 
tributes and niK\tclci> assigned her. If the} # do 
not believe in a ptirgutoiv m the same sense and 
extent asrthe Greek and Roman churches, they 
nev^lhelesi acknowledge a middle state of ex¬ 
istence, Uj\ winch the departed stiuis must he 
purified, and^n the peifoirnaure of which they 
may be greatly assisted by the piajers .’in) 
jnSinces oi their 'amoving mends'! Th^lc mat¬ 
ters arc practise* rathei tiom habit tlun uduca- 
tion; and^hi} - sc'ioo*, or umvemLii s 

for jlistiucting their \«»< th i" 11 -‘I, 1 kno wledg e, 

■ and in the puucipVs ^'f -ehg <fi . kvc/diirr" 
language posse* cs no ttyms t* pic^ivo^ff tjicse 
establishments. 

A D % ^ cnn ^* 1C was the fi^t prince of tin* 
i Ace oi Solomon^ ill .1 suceiedcd to the 
tin one ot Abyssinia, after i.Js Jannfc\ ha>l 
suffered a long aful diea r y cole, «H*as'oned by 
the trfAsen oi dudith. 'i i.e sigui J ic,ft'on lu^ 
name implies, Jm him o u.ude mn 
'Dunne his ieien /he canon v r a > hijed wimh 
prohibited the Abyssinian*, horn Olcu; j -ng the „ 
office of cdmtui, md seemed their depend men 
on the patriarch oi All \andr:a. 

To Icon Amlac *utcecfled Igba Sum, in* 

- the (curse of five ycai s, fivf othei print cs,* 

. ‘ ‘ his^bothers, were , ucce,sive*> i^ised to 

the thrui.e of^Ab) ssmi i. Duniig the 
«hort time^thesc mpnarchs enjiA ed then dign.t*. 
the kingdoirr ^y . di&tagCted by intestine faefron 
and'eivil vvai» f ; ^1iL*lit? ai siares of Adel, luving, 
become ric^and powerful, -em J Uu> oppoiti^ 
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nily to throw off the yoke, to withdraw tlw 
allegvmce, and expel the Abvssinians from the 
■sea-const. * / 

After these princes, Weedenv Araad, their 
voidest brother, ascended "the Abyssinian 
throne, winch he possessed for fifteen years in 
peu-c and tranquillity. To him succeed- . 
ed Arjula,Sion, Lis son, against wdi^m 
the kingdoms of Adel and de- 

cl.| led wti.• It happened that a MootishTactor, 
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who IkM the charge of the commercial interests 
of ily kim*, was assassinated and ribbed ; jiport 
which, the monarch immediately* assembled his 
troops, and attacking th<f*Nearest Mahometan 
^JUlLVtonts, put all to the* sword v'hom he 
found*, \ ithout ejcepliQii.* r J’he Moors, intend¬ 
ing to retail lie on the^Abyssmians, endeavoured* 
to surmise lliem m then* camp before day ; but 
the kmg, having received intimation of their de- 
*fugn,»v.as prepaied for receiving them; and 
having his Hoop- ranged in ojrfer of battle, at- 
tac ^cd tit# Moors with great impetuosity, slew 
a gieat nunihei, end chove the lest irtlo the 
woods and fast.n *, e« * 

Whilst tlie ninninh w'u tlin^ the govern- 
menl of the reUdV : pi nhues, he received 
infoimit'on lh .1 t^e L>■ iul Adel and Mara 
had tolhVod tin .1 for*x*, and upended to at¬ 


tack Jim-. # f Ie iheieforc mmdied lus troops 
towards but a discontent arising among 

the soldieis, tliey lefused to proof'd? Tfcc dis¬ 
position oi tlie tinny vAs no sooner know£ to 
tl*i king, th m, summoning SfeeDtjncipal officers 
and soldiers before him, henarangued .them 
with sueh eloquence •and fferce*#f lea&oning, 
tJi.lt the\ all declared their film and unalterable 
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Stftachmtnt to the monarch, and that they wo bid 
willingly follow him wherever he should „tlnnk 
proper to lead them. Upon this, Am da Sion 
marched farmer into Mara, and took a position 
which he strongly fortified, and wheie he^fe- 
aolved to continue with his troops, and desolate 
the whole surrounding country. The inhabi- 
ttfirto of .^del being informed that the main de¬ 
sign of the* Abyssinian monarch was to compel 
them to abjure Mahometanism, and to become 
Christians, were seized with a kind of 'ftefizy, 
fchd demanded to be led immediate!/ against 
the enemy. <- 

In the mean tune, die king, who had been 
sick of a fever, am ? was scarcely, yet recq/rered, 
being acquainted th^t 1 the Moorish forces were 
at no great distance from him,and were waiting a 
reinforcement of troops from sopae of die small 
districts of Adel, and had poisoned and corrupt¬ 
ed the water in die frontiof the army, comgiand; % 
cd the fit-auraris-to advance a day’s march be¬ 
fore him.* This*officer falling in wi$h a large 
party *of the enemy, was, defeated and dfivcii 
back upon the main body of the troops. A 
violent panic immediately seized the whole 
Abyssinian army, which refused to advance ; 
and the greatest part requested to return to 
Abyssinia,* that they might obtain assistance, 
and fight the enemy on more cqu^J terms. At 
this instant, the Moorish forces* arm^nting to 
ahout c 40 , 0 {) 0 men, appearing in sigit, increas¬ 
ed die number of those 4 who df sired to retui $ 

ana added fo the confusion and dimiay. * 

• 

* T.he fit-auraris is an officer depending nnmedi to!y 
an the commarifer mirluef, a»id eonv,|> >nding with him 
directly, without receiving the outers ut any othu person * 

Ill 
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♦ Til this exigency of affairs, and in the utmost 
agony of mind, the king rode throuohthe midst- 
oi his tioops, and endeavoured, by ill the means * 
in power, to quiet their fears, and to in» 

courage and resolution. In 
vain did lie inform them, that to ietire 1:0 their 
camp, was to.seek their own dcstructijp; aiflT 
that being chiefly horse, a plain ande'&hampaign 
country was the most advantageous for them, 
thpy could act with the greatest 
t th et. Inking no sign of content ^or convict 
•tioa oh their minds, he .requested that those 
woo ncre not inclined to*e»gage the enemy 
Moa-hl.'it least remain spectators of the battle, 4 
and not remove from tlfey" present .situation, 
.since* then disbandfaentnand retreat would oc- 
c.u on tlfee discomfiture and loss of the whole 
;<rir lie then commanded hisnlaster of horse, 
and five other officers, |o attack the left wutg 
oi* the enemy ; whilst he, with & small part of 
his sonants and houshold troops, engaged the 
rrghtfr 9 * • 

'File leaders of the left and right wings of the 
Moors being defeated and slaiti, a panic seized 
•those bodies of troops, and they began to give 
way. The Ahys&mians, who had hitherto ab# 
gained hojn Uie engagement, seeing this, be¬ 
came ashamed ol their conduct, and attacked 
the energy witft great impetuosity. The whole 
the Mooiifh aimy having by thisiime joined, 
lijg battle was fought on 4>oth sides with grept 
obsibnacy and valour, till firsi* the center, and 
then the left wing of the Moorsfc*<©P broken and 
dispeised ; and uu* righ^ which enlisted prin* 
f *aUy of straageis iiom Arabia, retired into 
$ deep and xu.iow valley, surrounded by high 

Z d and 
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tod perpendicular rocks, which were co^red 
with wood, andi where they were surrounded 
and put t<A death. The rest of the Mnmisli 
troops were pursued and overtaken; i g> i at 
number of thedi was slain ; and t wu o 
made prisoners, among whom was Saleh, \ mg 
TBfiMara. This unfortunate mouaich, clothed 
in the distinguished habit and maikS of dignity 
in which he nad fought at the head of his ti oops, 
and adorned with a collar and 4 clhm5>iutf»g(*d, 

, Vnriched with precious stones was^tf picsimv 
of‘the while aimy, hrouoht before th' kin$ of 
Abyssinia, Mio scarcely dcmin i sabre linn. 
The royal piisogei also, with gu it ny^ii'i- 
mity, observed a profound sih m e. The tumps 
having satisfied their cvuiosfy vaih ti e si f *ht of 
this unhappy prince, who was <n 1 rety the « b- 
ject of their feUr, the king cofnmui dtd him to 
be hanged upon a Liee v \Mlh all the ornaments 
in which he w^s arrayed. The qun*n of M tf*l, 
on account of tfie drugs «md enchantments with 
whiah she had poisoned the u ateis,*w is ofdeied 
to be put to death by the soldiers, and liei body 
to be given to th% dogs. 

1 After this, Amda 8ion proceeded to ravage- 
and lay waste the whole kingdom of \del. r l he 
king of that country, rendered desperate by the 
ceitain and inevitable destruction of his domi¬ 
nions, matched hastily against til Abyssinian 
jnorpirch* whom he attacked with^Itss precau¬ 
tion than his own situation and the cliarac^r 
of his c^emy required ; the consequence* ct 
' which was,Berthe unfortunate prince waf de¬ 
feated and^tlaiiv and jhe greatest part of his 
army put to the sword. The three children a«J 
brother of the Ute king of Adel, who had bee* 
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ii\ tljye engagement, convinced of the infetoonty 
of tfte it troops, and terrified«at tty; approaching, 
fate of their country, threw thunselves at the 
feet of the conqueroi, implored his pardon and 
and begge^he # v.ould desist from , 
la) ing waste and destroying their unhappy king/ 
doni. Amda Sion, however, refused to§ CT5m- 
ply with their request, and ordered them to re¬ 
turn and wait the approach of flis army. 

* vi unpromising miciview being faithfully 
ermmiw^catcd to their mother by the ^oflrjg 
pnfires, it was fcnown 4 that unless the queen, 
the u’s*- ot the late king*of* Ad?r** family, and 
the,principal persons m t^e king lom, surrfiftk* 
dered themselves immifd^itely to the Abyssinian 
mnnaich, 3n» wfluld hiy waste the province of 
Ad* 1 from one extremity to the other. Those 
v bo had becn % the promoters ;fnd advisers of the 
w.ir^ cons:deiing thaj they were in gieater dan¬ 
ger than the rojal family, nersuaded them to 
try the event of another battle, and bound them¬ 
selves 1.* mutual oaths and mutual pioinises to 
live and die with each other. Accordingly, an 
immense multitude assemb4ed, consisting chiefly 
of old men, women, and chiidien, who were the 
parents, wives, and families of those that had fal¬ 
len m battle, and wjio, with the reiftnant of the\ft 
conntr) men, were lesolved to conquer or perish. 

Ttye nucciving this strange mixture o£ 

people, *fiiltea m great surpris# and gstonish- 
ynent. Unable to divine the reason for gssem- 
£ ling sucli an army, he sent a party of horse to 
disperse them, but every found a stout 

and obstinate resistance. fTlie*soldiers' being 
well provided with swords and shields, and tji| 
Cornea with clubs, poles, and stoats, dampefl 

the 
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tlic ardour ofliis troops, and compelled thcpiCo 
give way. The kuT^,•perceiving that the battle 
became every minule more doubtful and unfa¬ 
vourable, recalled jjie detachments which hjA 
been sent from th n .irmy, and commaiAkd^mein 
advance against the enemy. At the same 
time $Uo,*ie made an e\traordmary*efToit with 
his hoise ; hut in vain : lie ever) wlierc found 
people th it willingly picscnted thejmselves to 
death, but who would not quit I hair sta^n^o* 
lr*ng ;y> they possessed any power to fight ^ind 
defend the ms dyes, • 

Conspicuous above ti.c rest for his y^nth, his 
""graceful figure, anil the main -v'ts of vofrmi 
which lie performed, the youu * king of Wypo 
was eveiy where seen enuBiragmg If* ^ troops By 
his voice and example, and p»espntmg Mmself 
wherever Amda Sion appealed m person. The 
remarkable and de tractive resistance of.tlus 
young pi mce c::titqjl the attention of the king 
of Ah) ssmia, wjio, .eming an arrmy at the 
youthful hern, wounded him through the midfile 
oj* Iiis ne-'k, and lie fell dead among his horse’s 
feel. Th s sight immediately sti u< k the army 
with terror and dimiay, who, betaking them¬ 
selves to flight, were cut »n pieces, and only 
■three Moorish soldiois escaped with tlic*r lives* 
Amda Sion having ravaged and laii^ waste the 
Jkingdom with fire and sword, and exc tgisod the 
most bmt:il*aiftl unheani-of cruelties^ returned 


into Ab) ssmia, where hefdied. # ^ 

After the dtf ajth of Amda Sion, a succession 
■of several princSfiSTok place, of whom nothing 
A I) recorded Worthy^if notice. David the 

* * second was succeeded by his nephew;/ 

’ ^ * Zaara Jacob, who assumed the surname 

of 
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of Constantine, and is considered by the Abys¬ 
sinian* as another Solomon* agid tlje model of 
svh.u «i sovcneign ought to be. During the 
reign of tins piince, idolatry was thought a ca- 
pitni-crime, and all that wcrtf found guilty of 
that offence suffered accordingly, lie# issued a 
prod am a ti oil declaring that every one whcfc eMT 
not cany an'amulet on his light hand, contain¬ 
ing these words, ” J i enounce tht* devil and all 
]y.s - Mtfp -hs l'tfr Jesus Cluist our Lonf,” should 
forfeit ln&oei sdnal estate, and be liable to cof- 4 
poraU punishment. Many ciiminaft were •con¬ 
victed and executed, and^gje^t seVerjjy was ex¬ 
ercised. 

Zaara Jacob flivided the country into separate 
governments,^assigning,to each the tax it should 
pay, at yhat time, and in what manner, accord¬ 
ing to the situation and productions of every 
province. During his reign several insurrections 
b*nkc*Out in different "parts of his dominions, 
which, however, he had the address and ability 
to qu^ll in*a short time. • # 

To Zaara Jacob succeeded his son Bseda Ma¬ 
riam, who, through the influence of his mother, - 
had endeavoured, but in vain, to share in the 


government of the kingdom during his father’s 
life. From the reign of Judith, m’the tenth 
•century, tfie custom of confining the royal chil¬ 
dren upon tii» top of a mountain had been dis- 
contmud.*#Ba*<fa Marrjiji, hpwevgr,*ie- ^ 
vived the slveiity of tlfcit ancient law', 
aMarusted all his bretlnei> whom he 
serf prisoners to tlie lofty inou * Geshcn, 


sen* prisoners to me loity mou * *n ot Geshcn, 
ojilhe confines of Amliaia ancj.ll' gemder. * Af- 
this, he concluded/a tieaiy of pe. ce and 
k pijf£lty with the king of Adel, who had sent am¬ 
bassadors 
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hassadnrs under the pretence of congratulaMng, 
him on hi, accession to the throne, but in r realky 
ioi the sake of being informed against whom 
the young monarch was then prepaiing his troops 
and aimies. Ba'da Mariam told tltc^n. tbyf the 
preparations made in Ins camp weie not intended 
nnst ( Vdcl, but that he was ie,ohcd to suffer 
no long! r the inroads and cruelties of the Dn- 
bas.* lie requested the king of Adel, tluue- 
fote, to observe a strict neutialit}. asu- 

> fcloi s also arrived on the same enand^aom Dan- 
cali, to whom the same account was given, and? 
the same request zn«if}e. 

nt The Dobas finding that the king wms t deter¬ 
mined utterly to extirpate them, and that theie 
was no possibility or avoiding deduction but by 
sul mission, adopted tliat line of conduct, re- 
noi nc’d Paganism, and were pardoned. Bo 3 da 
Mariam, however, resolved to chastise the king 
of Adel, who had not only di*-co\eu*d hit inten¬ 
tion to the I)oba‘i, but offered to a-si t tlvnn with 
some^nl his besr tioops. The Ab) ,slnianc. T arny, 
therefore, manhM into that kingdom, und^i tho 
command the Vctv udet f Adber Ya^ous, and 
exporting to find tin* Mom , wholly unpit p.ned, 
began to desditc the country v itli and 
swmd. But as the tioops entcicd the hontieis, 
adv inced p.ntfii s of the eiiem) appeared, wiucli 
were soon followed by tlie main dy m goo tf 
ordeg, dux'r&imed to. fight before j,lhc Abjssi- 


J A i iff of barbersus people, po>si ■.sin" much p» 
jpm rjic itlv resi’mhhiit th'* (h 1 llv 4 

-I i Ik.* tn&n^CJw »*r that 1 .i<- lwirly the 

po\>»r 1,1b ' 1 (whom we Inu uh m tv intMitio 
tc\o h* *wu(lets J ^biit b rh beiiij; si on 
batt’c, m^otl i ewa,consult'dcl u unloitMUU 1 ,aiifMn< 
j'lto tii 'ue 

I Uns 


»iVyi 

r 
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mqns should have time to ravage the country, 
*A ufctfcle immediately ensued, which, fiom'the 
mutual hatred of the soldiers* the equality of 
their numbers, and their long experience in 
emA other’s manner of fighting, was extremely 
bloody * and obstinate. Often on the jpoint of 
being discomfited, the Moorish officers, whil&~ 
they survived# retrieved their honour and csSise 
by great and personal exertion** At length, 
great^umbeus of them were shun, and vuo iy 
decl.irecl'\n fawoui of the Aby-.au' u,«. ‘i lies 
king, ^viio was on Ins march to pun ihu J ni¬ 
twit dot, was informed oi> this cv#nt, a A , l- 
quamted that no army n*,*w Vemame'l in Adel 
su.iiuefit to heap the liijld. * Jbccda Ivuilana, 
whilst planning tl if e meant of rendcung that 
kingdom Uibuxary and'dependant, w tl s seized 
vitli a pJPin in hi^bowels, which pccasu ned his 
death. 


sooner was the late king dead, than, as we 
are informed by the annals of a tu¬ 

multuous faceting of the noble*. tv .si: . 
place, and the queen Rom ana, '.nth h.r 
son Alexander, was brought honi da' 
mountain Geslien, and tiielittei crowned with- 


out oppo ,itiou. For some years afloi tins t « meci 
ascended the throne, the queen his mojhtr, and 
•tome of thi principal mobility, governed in las 
Aame, with despotic sway. The king of zxdel, 
whose torrit ines iiad been often l.ivaged and 
laid waste the Abyssihiun unifies? oiiiHted 
noiopportunity of|conciliating the fu\our aad 
estefci of that court. In this, however, he w as 
pievipnlcd by the incursions and cruelties of a 
no^fibouring chief of Arar, ft am* 4 MaiFudi, 
. >hphad vowed to spend the whole time of Lent 
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in the Abyssinian kingdom, and who m^w- 
taincd at his expepce a small body of wl^ran 
troops, whom he inspired with the same spirit 
ind resolution. 

Alexander having assembled his forces, marrh- 
cd directly tow irds the territory of Adel, where 
T fc *ae jwo armies met and engaged. The battle 
was vigorously maintained on both, sides; but 
Za vSaluce, the Abyssinian general, withdrew a 
gi eat part of the troops during the he.it r Qf tly 
engagement, and lett the king expend to the 
'attacks of h»s enemies. This tieason, howevei, 
inspired the sm ill .n m 1 /that iv named with fiedi 
-'•onrage, and the iVh>-ns were finally comptlied 
toictual. AlcN.iidei, on his iet»irn to Sima, 
wis murdered whilst aslccp y , diu mg the night, 
bs some or Om t matures of Za SaJuce. 

Alter the unfortunate death of the late king, 
A I) 1 )L ' choi'Noad, the younger bio- 
j * ( thcr ot Alex mdoi, to be his smSYessor*, 
No ..none* was he se ited on tlie throne, 
th m he puhhsked a general and coiwpreh^nsno 
amiKsrv, v hicli had the desired effect, and occa¬ 
sioned the internal tranquillity of the kingdom. 
It being cxictly knovn when MafTudi would 
commence liis annual predati ry incuisions, to 
which he* was invited by the abstention ness of 
the Abyssinians during tlie time of Tent, which 
rendered them wholly unable resist ail 
enemy, Naqd marched his tr«vips^*>wrtrds the 
p*arl c of Ins' dominions attacked iy the chief 
oi 4 Arar, and sti^ngly fortiired Jiimself. The 
Moors, ccfiitrary to the advice of their le;mcr f 
approached ft the king’s camp in the most ‘tire¬ 
less and pilsumfituous planner ; but which u^y 
had no sooner entered, than a dreadful slai»ghj 
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them ensued. Naod pursued the ststo* 
nishetf 1 and fleeing enemy, ^tryl retook all the 
prisoners and cattle that Maffudi was carrying 
mte Airar. Advancing towards the frontiers of 
Adel, he was met by the ambassadors of the 
king of that country, to whom he granted peace, 
on condition that all the Abyssinians foun4 *** 
his dominions, and taken by Iviafludi, sliuuld be 
given up, which was readily pionft&ed and per¬ 
formed * 


On the*death‘of Naocl, whose prudent and vi¬ 
gorous reign suspended for a time'the fat? of 
the empire, David the Third, soft of the hist 
monarch, and ns yet an iriftmt. under the ^ 
guidance and direction at queen Helena, ^ J * 
ascended tlic throne of Ab) ssinia. About 


this peripd, the Turks t/ucatened to subject to 
their dominion both the kingdoms of Adel and 
Abyssmi i, and would probably hate i fieri td 
their purpose, had it rot been for the l'oi u- 
guese, wl'om they found smugly established m 
India? which was also their pfini.pal obpcl. 
The queen was sensible that this was not a pio- 


per time ior a woman to icign, nor, which was 
exactly the sanie, fci having .1 king who was a 
minor; but her audition induced her to piefu 


the love of govmrng to the visible i.eu ssities 
and welfare ot her country. 


In this ^ergency, therefore, she was no 
sooner infdr^ ed ol the poster and cf t}»e 

Portuguese in India, if an she determined To i#>- 
cf&tyt the assistance of then lang Don Emaiifiet, 
aiuj to enter into a treaty of friendship and alh- 
with that prince. That ^ie might succeed 
the better in her design, she made choice of an 
’s^menian merchant, named Matthew, to be her 
Vot. XIII. A a ambassador 
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ambassador to the court of Portugal, who 'vrjjpa* 
person well qualified for such a commisiioCiJwith 
whom she sent to l3on Emanuel a present of. a 
piece of the holy cross, as a token and of 

her profession o£ Chnstianity. Malthvw 
not only received by the king of Poitugal with 
-die greatest revelence and lesj'O't; but, as such 
an Sli appeared tc be oi d'c^ea/est con¬ 
sequence to fchat pi-ii.e and to the rhuiJi of 
Rome, he delatet* ra>r to send the queen a s^- 
Jenin embus'./ iri utmo. 1 

ii ihe irr ui Urm, jVh ifuch conn-mea t# con- 
nut he; cL; * -i hm a •> •/ ua Abv^. Y m ten ti :y, 
and the Ifiug ol Acfcl v. u > .nth • cd, by the ho¬ 
nours and g.an \Vlaeb tL c(rimdft ) d-e thief of 
Arar induce opeth'iu >, p IneaL the qparc 
ivitli y 4 » yss’ma, ar.d to j( ,11 lam. The lurks 
:r d Ivloon i„vgecl win le piCiiUwCS wnhort ic- 
Si itunie, jl>avkI, tluieiore, took die field hi 
pci sen; ond MsiTudi Graving challenged tniy 
man of rank to'irpht lnm in single combat, Ga- 
bnel /mdrciivn monk, icquc^cd tint thj f king 
v.oulil a mimt to h m dut da; Rs 3a imnr, ard 
the fortune of Ins ainiy. Ea\id accordingly 
lOnscuud, mid fcdimu fUl m tbe coir.bat; 
alto v.i.iJi twelve thousand of the Mahometan 
army vreip slam in the held of battle. 

The Poitugue-e ambassador was itceivcd bv* 
the king of Abysuma with th.e gjrcytest maik:/ 
of leveienc^ and esteem, and 'witP^rdat ceie- 
mony anS. formality Admitted to its first audi¬ 
ence. Piopcsals pnly ot Va<n and idle enter¬ 
prises, however, which they had neither ‘the 
power npr the will to effect, passed betwexuythe 
two courts.* Stiim, emgeror of Ccustan:;ncp)p, 
whose first object, after the subjugation 
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I is the conquest of IndiUy finding it 
to expel tlie Portuguese out of that 
ssolved to attempt the conversion of 
l of all the inhabitants* of Abyssinia, 
Jtaniim, by the po%’Cr of the swoid. 
sh officers in Arabia and th? king of 
d.lfterr forces, and preparedin- 
Anyssinian territories.^ In the itiean 
1 assembled his troops, and matched 
ft wards the cgniincs of his kingdom, where 
meeting^he Mahometan army, an engagement* 
ensued, m winch the forces# of the Abyssinian 
monarch were defeated, and#£buf tSiousaifd men. 
With fie greater part of the ciobility, were leff 
dead on the field of battle. • 

A*‘.ucc rt ssion oY disasters and defeats followed, 
and the*unfortunatf inhabitants of Abyssinia 
were reduced to the greatest misery and distress; 
being yi sited by the swordf the famine, and the 
pliguc. At length D, vid wag obliged to retire 
for safety to the dry and inaccessible mountain 
c alleft Cesium, where, blockaded T>y h»s entmies, 
.and, the ugh brave and virtuous, abandoned and ( 
despised by his own subjects, he fell a prey to 
grief and niispnliine, and died in that horrid 
asylum, in the foi ty i Second year of his age, and 
the tlm fT-ihird of his mu n. 

Claudius, who succeeded his father ^ 
David %hc # ^in 4* was young at the time 
of his acce^ion to the tlmme, and tamd % 
tjie empire in cii^cumst.fticcs that require^the 
ab.iity' and prudence of a wise and experienced 
pi’MCQ. But though Claudius was young, he # was 
juxscssed of a graceful and affabl£*lcportment, 
Which secured to him* the affections of the 
people; he was expert m all warlike exercises, and 1 

A a 2 bravQ 
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brave beyond his years. Being informed 
the Moors toeie assembling their troops, ynth <L 
degree of inattention and presumption tb$t^riw 
dtcated their confidence and security, ho'sud¬ 
denly attacked them, entirely defeated aiid dii 
period their at my, and struck the wh^le con* 
"Jedericy with panic and constetnauoni. This 
victl&ty *vas followed by several eftfiery*and the 
affairsof Abyssinia began to wear another com* 
plexion. 

. Claudius endeavoured to obtain the favour 
of (he Ab^ssmum t clergy; but found himself * 
thwarted by fiic Portuguese, who had acquired 
'w great ascendanqy at court, especially among 
women devoted to Catholicism. The king, how¬ 
ever, contrived to manage Both parties of »reli- 
gion with so much policy and address, that, 
without abandoning the atfuna, he tolerated a 
catholic patriarch, sejit thither by the pope, Don 
Christopher, th$ commander of a small Porttf* 
guese army, which had been dispatched to assist 
Claudius agaiilst the Turks and Mc 5 ors, before 
he could effect a junction with the king, came in 
sight of the Moorish troops. This army, which 
was under the command of Gragne, king .‘of 
Adel, consisted of one thousand horsemen, five 
thousand Infantry, fifty Turkish mu-queteers, 
and a few pieces of artillery. The forces of Don* 
Christopher amounted to four liunf and fifty 
znusemeteers, and twelve thousand'^ byssinians. 

before*hn engagement took place between 
the tw<v armies, Gragne had floubled his num* 
her of liorsc and musqueteers, and procured a 
great reinforcement of infantry. The bar tie 
was fought with great fury and obstinacy, tiH> 
at length, the Abyssinians and Portuguese wer£»' 

pycnr 
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|j Jvhere discomfited, and Don Christopher' 

1^0 the hands of the Moc^-s, who put him 

Iclth. The Moorish aimy, however, was 

soon'stter defeated by Claudius, and Gragne* 

tETir ccrnmander, slain. • $ 

On alcount of the dissensions which prevsritNp 

at this Imc between the Abyssinianp aad/jfaN 

tuguesejV’lAfifc to religious matters, tae J5ng 

found it nyc cssary to ‘epai.ue thcfli^jma ba- 

•#sh the catholic patnai Ji. Chuutitis had march- 

(J 'ns .nay towards Adel, when he received a « 

•n f>, oJ k ,c jftum Is 1 or, lrfoinnng him, Aat though 

lb •'>/’(- was no nunc, there ^,is stifl a governor 

in / o»jj i^atb' to iev(. li’ Ins deal'll, and to she# 1 * 
w 0 1 * * ^ 

thi bfvd of J'lC pv i .e** (Tt^Xbvssiru. An cn- 
pagtiiient a-'cvirdm^lv flowed, in v/lnrli Clau- 
« 11 ’’.v as«rnlh ii, n "hn ' ,r bravely at the head of 
h s iifu’c . It is to* be observed, that the po- 
litit.d b iLuvl which tins prince held between 
thfc two rein, vins, inclined no lirther*tov «o ds 
the catholics tlun inflection, ns he always pro- 
kssed^Lhe fl-ecd ol hi', ancestors* The vyities 
and abiiii.es of Claiidur r<aik him among the 

i" - i m w « 

oi Kings. • 

X*> Chmu-us died without leu\ ng any chit- 
, dien, Lis biother Minis stu cccdcd to the ^ 
thioiu, the Lm^dom m neatly j-\ v * 

!is gre it (,?rduL.on at the death of Ins ° )Jm 
Jiithti £^i\ •tj/ Mims did not conduct himself 
towards the Vm tug nose, Qr the jt&u*£ minion- 
aries who acciimpamed ibcm, with that de^ji^ 
of*piu donee and equity which hffid characterised 
the reign of Ins briither : lie depined them of 
theynnds which they had before pressed; *de- 
-nW*d them the free intercourse of their religion ; 
•Tini punished their proseHtes with great seve- 

A a ii riry. 
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This behaviour of the king is ascribe^fcrj, 
the Portuguese authors to his ferocious^spov 
sition, and to tne education he had r^ejycd 
during his imprisonment among the (Moors, 
^thers say, was occasioned by ye tffcsC* 

£rv outlie missionaries, who favoured two of 
lii% ^icphews that had successively revolted 
■tcer T him; and even excited these princes to 
rebeihon, ^vho had been excluded the^r possession 
of thcThroni. 

Minas, however; was successful,and triumphed 
over them.' But he did not adopt the cruel and« 
sanguinary resolution of massacring the Portu- 
■ £uese or the missionaries; nor did, h^ drivo 
tliem into banishment: he* confined them hi his 
kingdom in such a n,vannu> that they fould 
neither obtain assistance bom abroad, ft nor even 
correspond with their friends. They were ex* 
eluded all communication with the troops, and 
fell intq, a state 0/ poveity and degradation. 
Minas waV*t f on L i 11 u a 11 y engaged in war; and 
gome have atlirmed he died* in battle j*.wbile 
Others assert, that being defeated lit* fled into 
some high mountains, where he languished out 
his life in misery and distress ; but in the annals 
of Abyssinia it is asserted that his death w;»s oc* 
casioned 6y a fever. 

j) Minas was succeeded by hiS son Sertza, 
1 «6s" w ho assumed tha jiame of Me* 

lecJScgued. Though tHU jn iftce was com 
fctnu&lly involved in w^r, either against his revolt- 
eiTsub[ects, or against the Gtdlas* and Mahoifte. 
tans,the ancient and irreconcileablc enemies of his 
empire, the^Abyssinians nevertheless enjoyed a 
considerable share of happiness during his rerjjg* 
bad* perhaps, neither time nor inclination to 

reV*YC 
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the persecutions which his father had 
against the missionaries and their cow- 
Verta but permitted them to live in peace, with* 
Mit doing them injury or shewing them favour, 
-he king of Portugal offered toassist.liitn with 
troops! which he did not accept; but hefte* 
cjuesreH that prince, and the viceroy* of «Goa, 
to send hurt workmen who might b/Aie to 
cast eaniym^ to manufacture gunpQjsmJ,ftnd to 
'fabricate swords and other weapons for his sol¬ 
diers. Melee was a pi udent and cautious con> 
ttUfldef, and gn 'orally successful against his 
enemies, lie intended hj,s nephew Ziidonghel 
to b* his successor, who w.^ a pi nice possesftd 
of almos' every virtue* ^nd was armed at a 
proper age lot governing. On his death-bed, 
now\v#r, at the instigation of his queen and 
ambitious nobles,Vho \visliod*to rule dming a 
mmcjpty, he caused his, son Jacob, a boy of 

V < en ) ears of age, to be aekttowkdgcd by the 
chiCis. But when Melee found his end ap¬ 
proaching, he changed Ins sentifhents oiuje more, 
and piefeirmg, as he said to his nobles who had 

^assembled around him, the infbrest and welfafe 

V his kingdom to the private affection he bore 
nH^on, ratified the choice he had before made 
of hb-rtgpjiew, and expired. * 

The reasons, however, which the late king as-’, 
figne^ foy^khe # choice of Zadinghel, in- 
duccd a part of the principal persons nf , r * ( . r * 
# thc state to reject that prince, Snd es-^ J J * 
*pouse the cause of Jacob. Accordingly, a con¬ 
spiracy was formed to change the order of sue- 
cession, and Zadenghel was seiJtjd and carried 
^prisoner to Dek, a large island in the lake 
'Tsana, where he was kept for some time, till he 

contrive 4 
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contrived to effect his escape and hide hif^ilJ 
among the wild ,*nd inaccessible mountain of 
Gojam, on the banks of the Nile. Jaco|y w£s 
afterwards delivered into Ins hands; but, 
stfiad of adopting thfc barbarous practice of/A.bys- 
sini^T&ndCausing Ins nose and ears tone cut 
off^M^readei^Jiim incapable of rcigmng, 'as ad- 
visediVl'icSavas satisfied with banishing/him to 
Niucay^p agreeable pan ot the kingdom, where 
he was under thc^pection of a,governor, by 
whom I e v. iwnurowly watched, ^ 

ZaSenghol soon pinned himself worthy of i he 
choice of his uitcle.r Putting himself at • lie 
h&*d ot Lis .umy against, the G iU.is, and a f L it- 
lie t.d.hie 11 ice, ihe rtefa .*nd letL wines of his 

i i ^ t i 

troops v.eio ern kl n uie«I f and fled. The m.fin 
b°dy also being drown into idrr and*begin- 
ruig to give wg genial > of his aimy came 
to advise linn to u ure,»bch ;^ he sliould bc^sur- 
rounded Jiy the enemy. But, instead 

ct following thru advice,th' biave and mticrud 
}onng fnan, wlfo Ij.is then only twenty-n-ur 
)'f.ais oi ,jgc, dismounted from his hoise, and, 
v ith Ins swmdVi one liand and his bucky 
lei in the other, thus addressed them : “ I aps 
resolved to die on the spot where I now stir.'id ; 
VI u may, inched, e»cnp» the sword o^gfT^Gal- 
-las; hut never will you escape the infamy of 
having abandoned to the enemy \ojp. *king, 
whom ym aM so lately proclaimed.” These 
wordsreduced an instiftitar.eous effect on the 
troops, vh*> before were on the point of flying 
hke a flock of sheep, and they attacked thf 
Gallas with th^fmy of lions, over whom they 
gained a complete victory. 

-Alter this advantage, which seemed to secure 
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xfne^jypectwn and esteem of his people, he was 
jncfuVd by the arts and intrigues of the jesuits 
to eirnbrace tlie catholic religion ; and, without 
j^bscrving sufficient prudence, he issued a pro¬ 
clamation, prohibiting the religious observation 
of Satui days* or the Jew ish sabbath. This ^ud- 
d'en and nolept me.iiure excited th^ 
and mdig ration of the Abyssinians; r.nd#very 
one who had the seeds of ambition anil rebel¬ 
lion sown in Ins heart, pretended that on ac- # 
count of, his love and attachment»to the <rue 
and ancient religion, lie wSs djsplease4 at the 
conduct of Ziidcnghel. Z«#\Selasse, in particy^ 
tar, htdd* seditious asscmblic* with the monks, 
whom he taugjit.to believe that the Ale^an- 
rfwri faith w„s now totally rejected and dis¬ 
liked, atfd tlut no other religion,but that of the 
church of Rome would thenceforth be tolerated. 
Xhe ahitna, a man of a wiCked and cojj upt life, t 
end an enemy to the king, wa^rtHfPfprevailed 
on to f absolve the soldiers (yZadenghcl from 
their allegiance, and to declare the monarch ex¬ 
communicated and accursed, together with alt" 
that should suppoit and favour him. 
the mean time, the province of Gojam, 
whicjfKjvas extremely hostile to the tenets and 
«cfisciplirie'*cVf' the church of Rome, declared’ 
»against the tang; \tfhich was no sooner known, 
than Za Masse’•hastened thither to encourage 
and head the insurgents^ ’ Zadenghel benfg de-^ 
sorted by mahy olj his troops, became sensible of 
the effect of the abuna’s excommunicjft’ion, but 
nevertheless proceeded against ljis rebellious 
‘’Atfbjects with the few soldiers that still remained 
%hful to him. Tlie engagement tliat followed 
Vas bloody and desperate. The king, who had 

become 
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become expert in the me of Jims, was'Sprong 
and agile 111 body, in the liower of his agi6, and 
an excellent hoisem.un pei burned feats va¬ 
lour, which deemed supenm to the power and 
^rtiertion^ of man. Jhn the bnve and unfortu¬ 
nate monarch at length fell, covered with a 
mfifc&cf of Wounds. . * 

iWicf ■which the death of Zadenghel nc- 
casioneZl was so universal, and the odium 
■which the insurgents thereby incurred so great, 
that* no one 1 * dared for some time to appoint a 
successpr to thej thrfme. Socinios, the cousin of 
the late king, endeavoured to usuip the sove- 
reignty ; but, at length* Jacob, who had 
lGCM* k een absent when Zadenghel was slain, 

’ was proclaimed successor to the vacant 
throne. His ficst care \\as4o make peace with 
♦socinios; for which pui pose lie promised him 
several kingdoms, arid all the property °his fa¬ 
ther had ; but that prince disdaining 

to accept the »ff\pd friendship of the youthful 
monarch, adviseiOfehe king to resign a crown 
'which did not belong to lum,.and the retaining^ 
possession of which would involve him in speafiy 
and ceitain destitution. . ' 

Jacob, lending that nothing could h£ effected' 
by ncgociation, n ok the field, and fhirching his« 
forces towards . (, oc nuos, ofleieJ* him battle.* 


That piince, howevei^ though lie desired an en¬ 
gagement no Jess than the king, peiceived that 
it irilUnot his interest to hghtiat this time, aitd 
theiefoie kept his troops on the high and irre- 

f ular ground, where he could not be attacked.. 

n the meAn time, Za Selassc*, who had 
cliiefly instrumental in placing Jacob on tlfe 
throne, being displeased at the conduct of thfe 

t 
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la^^no naa rebuked him for the disorder and 
{want #f discipline obsonaMe among the troops* 
deserved the imperial standard! amt joined the 
enexnjL Socimixs, seizing the oppmtunity ■when 
^jhe'king’s forces were encamped in a disadvan¬ 
tageous situation, attacked ami defeated them,, 
and Jacob was at once deprived oi Ifis cioun 


and his life. „ y • 

Socinios was now univirsallv a^know- 
lecT ‘dd as king, and commenced h»s re ( (/()-* 
^uth icformingjlie abuses, and’epamng * *' 
the losses, vvhiih a long and bloody w.u had 
occasioned. He did nor retaliate on In* t'k- 
itiies foi the inruns vlmh^ie bad sufieAd, but 
freely •pa* doned«cven ore, rfcuud all withoffE 
reproach or lcHectiors, aiidcnJtavoiued to gain 
tlicu*esU\m aiuf support. b> acts ot lenity and 


moderation. In older that he might attach the 
Portuguese to Lis mteiest, and make them to 
i}cj>cnd»entucly on him, hejavoured the Ron isli 
priests, and theieby gave oirciujyg^fcPAbyssi¬ 
nian clerpv. Tlieie \\a-» at JTat time among 
the nfi ssionaiies in Ab)ssiiiL^ a jesuit «alhd 
Peter Pae/, a man <f gu\u jjRlorsts and ddi^s, 4 
-„ho had conceived the id vi id* sebdmng that 
empire to the p •]•'. A tending t> the s)stiiii 
by wil^li his bietl u^i tli.it i u ccJ' J hjm ha 1 »n- 
,vaiiably agu^l, lie u,i> o£ opinion that his mis¬ 
sion should be accompanied and suppoitcd b) a 
large b(¥ly # o/ti(jpps. 

Pae/ insinuated lumself'into the f.nrour*of the 


ki$g, from whom he obfliined a gifuit of terri¬ 
tory. Having seemed the confidena^of Soci¬ 
nios, he induced that monarch, by llattcring his 
■aijihes, to check the authority and*ambition of 
the great and pov.ulul m liis kingdom, who re- 
* * strained 
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strained him in his actions, and lor that pkr. 
pose to send to Portugal for a body of Aoup^ 
who might assisf him in his designs, / uiy» 
der him c ompktely free and independent 
also advised the king to countenance the 
tnan leligion, and to gi mt it his decided pro¬ 
tection and favour, m okUt that the popu of 
*' "«Aty ibi)^an deig) might be insensibly weak* 
enechand dimi/mhed. 

On oJier hand, tins aitful jennt wiolp t<* 
the kni" ci Poi tugal, and transzn'tted imtiu - 
'‘turns to th^t punt'% by tilt, w iy of, Goa, «*, 
which he urjjcd tfy fat il ly and a civ inUge e-i 
rendeinig htm^lf a ^umc rulu ot tlut vast and 
Intensive iupne. To tlie PoiUi^ucse mono * 
he pronn^d nnc-t 1 rJft i jvbvssmia , ?ad t< k, v 
holiness jrhe pope, the ►addition tf a pJi ' u 
powerful church. '11 e kin^ uj: Portug il, u 
lore, sent a cr'isidu iblo lx dy ot t oops t > h $. 
assistmre; and the omit ol Rome ckW^ed 
him evef^ ykV'nty he tould wish, b m 1 g d - 
nominated hinTijitii uti ot Aby >sm 
andm, and the sc», id uisluicUd him m i if 
propel and necessity t bailees t > be mack in i ^ 
julcs and doctiines cf tlx iliMch. It was l.j 


punnpal aim of Sotnnos lui i i t into hiy do¬ 
minions a number ot Poiftmin.se troojyi, v/U^ 
joined to those tlmt ol >uld lx contented to toe 
Catholic faith, might enable him to txtupd'e 
that sp lit ot lcbcihon and di Pha L,*n wlm.Ii 
possessed b*s subjects^ old c j» i, ially the igy. 
Hitherto L5‘had oidy J een m Pe*c: Pac/, and 
the other missionaiKs,an oL ^mouc andsejide 
conduct; then liven and maim i > seemed exem. 
plary and ttfdy apostolic d ; and he never o - s 
thought that the pati. ircb U^w Home, a^d tp 

abtr 
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alAinA from Alexandria, though they differed in 
^religious opinions, were cordially agreed in the 
' desire of erecting ecclesiastical dominion and 
t ; ranlH on the lums of monarchy and civil 
►power, and of effecting a total subordination to 
tin* chairs of St. Mark or St. Veter. 

1 n the mean time, a person apndfired, who*, 
called himself king Jacob, and piwtemfed• t)fat 
d^had’escaped lrom the battle*in winch that 
monaich was slim, and that Ins face wa so de¬ 
formed and maa ked with tlie wuunds lie had re- # 
veived ip the eng a; enient, that ituv. as proper 
and expedient to \eii it iiutn sight. In order, 
thuieioie, to piomote th<^ deception, lie C<^|r 
stanlly A on* the Ah' ssiijian*crown, which co¬ 
veted his1oiehcad*ind botfl cheeks. All Tigio 
h .siened to join this investor, whojjpthey con- 
snlued fls their ruy* and lawful*sovereign, and 
\ ho finding hmistlf .it the head of a numerous 
Jipd) <fi tiooj.s, descended*from the mpunt.nns, 
on vliich In* had litcn cncampiAlBlll^idv.iiiced 
into yie j^am. Hem he cweveuced several 
successive defeats hom the Jovcmor of Yigre, 
and al >n from Socimos; w\Mx which he retired* 
to his inaccessible i otic aft. At length, how¬ 
ever, s»)me oi those who had joined the impos¬ 
tor wl^e induced, by rhe piomise of pardon, to 

• betray th® pretended JaA>b, and to cut off his 

• head, which aiey sent to the king. 

The fclajlas, seizing the opportunity^ which 
these internal disoul^is # ofFLied, ^tackefl the 
Abyssinian ffoop^ commanded by tlie kirf^j in 
person. The engagement was bloody and ob¬ 
stinate, and victory was for a long^ time doubt- 
But, at length, the Callus Vere evei y 
~ Vot. XUI. B b whete 
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where put to the rout, and the want ot tror*fcs 
prevented Socmios from destroying their whole 
army, which would have been the certain con¬ 
sequence of a vigorous pursuit, thiough aTQyn- 
try where every inhabitant V\ as a foe. The 
southern £xallas, being infoi med of the defeat of 
*heir countrymen, marched into Abyssinia, 
binned knd ckrstroyed the chunjies and villages, 
and put to dentil all that fell into theta hand* 
The hmg, who wms soon appri /ecV of their ap¬ 
proach, and o*' the excesses they committed, 
posted his army in an advantageous vtuation* 
The Gall.is ? T eie catirelv r sunouuded by the 
Abyssinian tioops, a'devciy stall of them pe¬ 
rished. 1 % 

The first splendid conqn' ,n t of PaeV, the Je¬ 
suit, was over Sella Christos, the emperoi’s 
brother, who publicly ubju^d the Aliyssmian 
faith, and embraced tire c.rtholic. Whether 
tliat prune was smc\ie in his conversion 
know not, u u . ( "”?at numbers ii the robins and 
grandees weieunvuced by his example an^ inte¬ 
rest to confoim , > the same cieed, and he 
proved a /e.doqs p>v # tl\te, and the main sup¬ 
port of the komidi u< h m Abyssinia. Seve¬ 
ral circurmt inces, howevt-i^ it , eied to Soci- 
mos the ddiinn With win h Ids .ne.isuij^ wei<; 
regarded by lus subjects, .nid ihe * (tVemo clitfi- * 
culty ot eradicating the ai,cu.nl,^nd of intro-* 
dnemgthe Romish lehtriou. ife iljcidfoie or- 
derca several conkiun*', and imputations to 
bo held between tin 1 Por*a e "and Abysvi- 
niuns, relative to the conn ovei red points of doc¬ 
trine ; but finding ilu* latU'r obstinate and not 
to be convinced, he i>sued an eaict foxbiddm** 
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any V his subjects to maintain the existence <rf 
i only one natuie in Jesus Clnisj. 

%This decree, followed by fibers in favour of 
the l^omuli church, al aimed the whole empire, 

' and especially the ting). '1 lie abuna, who hail 
Leen abscift, hastened to nmt to assent his dig¬ 
nity, and threatrned all with oxcoijrmunic^tiQ^fc* 
that piomcted and favomed the^Tlciriish uOC- 
binding him 'If r iippoitcd by Emana 
Chiistos, another biother of Socinios, 1*5 carried 
his thxcats miti c\e r uf ion, and affixed the sen^ 
fence or® the gate-, cone* of the churches ®f the 
impelial c min ; and the JUng issuing, another 
proclamation similar t> fcfo 4 ,!* r mct, he anatie- 
inaii/ed pounds, and wi^tc circular letters to 
Jus filerg) m duff nte of tne ancient faith, These 
mp -,1 sin^s oi ihe ahun.i increased tlifi^flneral dis¬ 
content again J th# king and the Romi^J? 
sionarics ; and Julies, the son-in-law oj^ocinios, 
•wntined to lake up airrrt in defence^ f the an- 
< icnt i clip Ion, and to pci secuftwWTatholic con- 
vertsan Tfgte, of v hich he w JTgtivernor. 

The J- mg, mioimed of the* tiansactionf, com- 
nnnded the aburu and Puri ftic/ to lepaii t<3 
the impel al tamp, that^the doubts and mcie- 
didity < 1 the cue i^ight be umoved by the ar¬ 
guments and per uasions of the other. Both 
obeyed tlfb itojinictions oi the monarch ; but the 

* former xvas accompanied by such a multitude 
oi monies* and liuns as. giearly ycec^ed the 

* army in \gnhei ; all <jf whom pjotestei they 
ftould sot ner di®, than forsake the leligtOn ot 
their forel ithers, and on their knees* requested 
that tlie^um, would not persevcie*m thesemno- 

WjUpnlff Theanswu ol Soeiiuos, lfuw ever, was 
•not calculated to ext ite hopes oi his ameud- 

B b 2 mult; 
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ament; and r therefore Julius, Emana Chfistos, 
and Casso his high steward, entered into a con-l 
-spiiacy against ®the king and Sella ChrisAo-,,' 
which they also easily induced the abfouw to 
join. 

It was ^agreed that Julius should present a 
jjgetijion oiV^such a nature as should piob.ibly 
pibduce a ‘refusal from Socinios.; and during 
the time of tlifc altercation \thich would, m&s,~ 
whilst tf’^e king was not observirfg, the othei* 
^should stab him. Previously to the conver- 1 
nation, the monarch was warned of hie danger 
by a page, and,,therefore, Julius no sooner ap¬ 
peared with his petition, than he granted, it bc- 
ibre Emana Christos arrived. ‘The other con¬ 
spirators, however, came s6on« after, and* the 
king takftig hold of Julius’s sword in a /amiliar 
- ft?,ap^qr» went with him sjo the staircase which 
lea to tl*f top of the house. The rest followed, 
thinking^fchat a # more* proper and secure plate 
for executifigrrf^fr design j but the king entered 
the private sl#Ir,ihe door of which h?td a spring 
lock^hat could nr»t be opened from witliout, 
whut it after hin, disappointed their trea¬ 
cherous intent without noise or disturbance. 

Not discouraged, however, by this unfortu¬ 
nate and Hinexpetfed event, Julius issued an 
edict, enjoining all the'Portugucse/'antl their ad-^ 
Jherents to depart the kingdom of "I igre^ and all 
that f.|.vou^ed the AJfxaiidriafl chufth to arm 
and follow Jinn. A l^nediction of<*\he aluina 
indeed thisvoutig and inumuukrate ni-blcmfu 
to attack *tlie emperor, v ho was at the head ot a 
powerful army,and, notwithstanding**!^ piajtsrs 
and intrcatfbs of his wife, to usque a b^uW 2*3 
ther than be reconciled to ins soveieign. Ei> 

couiaglJ 
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couiVged by th;it prelarc, impatient of termi¬ 
nating the war, and pcrsaadt^l that, on account* 
being son-in-law to the king, no violence 
vftriSl be offtieJ him, be boldly proceeded 
iluo'jnji v Jie loi lcs oi iSocmios, and advanced* 
tow.uds his tent, aiundcd only b^^even per¬ 
sons ; but be was killed, just asjre vws fib Ac 
to enter it w?rh .in imcntion of Ja):ng the mo- 
Ills few folJoweis -.nfteied the saine 
fate; and ifn^ catastrophe ol thur leader in¬ 
duced his in my to dispei sc, »nd pndcavojir tef 
sa\“ rli?mselves by Highly Jn jhc putsuit of 
tinmi, lio'.\e\ei, the t Id .ilnma 4ost his Me ; and 
the r^bnlhnn teamed ofb ctu.flly tu rnii.aLed. m 
Soemitt* then i.sned an*edict loihidding the 
piatticc (1 thft AnyssiUt.in rites, v£fr»h caused 
a nothin •ferment among the pqppTc, -an d sony i 
mvcic eTp'.'biulatifin. An insurrc^rtT'was 
i nscd Jvv Jonacl, viceioy cj[ Begcmder^ho soon 
found him elf at the head fdi^gilmsidej'ublc 
body of h rce«., tli.it followed Lpiyo some ol the 
hi*>h fnountdi mi the fionJrers, where lie was 
to be joined by the Galiases Ik> 7n he had cn* 
i r a rr ed to a c sis‘ him. ProKi tllbnce he sent to 
the bin;*, and demanded uie total c^puKomnf 
sui ,_ o- Socnnds lrnmedirittly marched his 
troops towards the mountains, on which ihe< 
# viterov was J^.s'-ed, and many of the insurgents 
foisal'iig jheir leader and joirmg the king, Jo- 
nad Hod *to the Gallas, # his conf&lcrafc*, by 
wjiom he w’W* put to death. , 1 ^ 

Mociraos having al->o quelled anotljpr revolt, 
publicly abjured the Abyssinian religion,,and 
^err>j3rac^fITit of Rome. Pae/, havi«g uveived 
confession, and public renunciation of 
tjn? Alexandrian faith, died soon alter, before 
' B b 3 the 
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i, arrival of tKfe patriarch expected at lAbDon 
confirm the changes which had t iken place^ 
and to give a solid and permanent form iy 
infant church. Paez, therefore, had not tVe sa¬ 
tisfaction of beholding the lin.il succ'^T of his 
labours. The patriarch that succeeded him was 
n&iped Mendez, who came accom¬ 
panied by nineteen of his brethren, fwo ot whom 
had been consecrated bishops, in order t€?**sir£" 
ply his place in case of necessity^. They were* 
Received witfy the greatest demonstrations ot ai- 
fection and respect.^ Nothing could fie rnoie 
pompous than the ceremony, m which was con- 
StiThmated not only th°e union of* the Ahystmian 
churchy but also the uibnnssion of the-emperor 
<Uid all hitcourt to the :r?e of Rflme. 


The day^pjjointed for the peiforn 
being arrived, tfle king, ft 
*on, the w:eroys, governors, and odicers*of the 

• Ji .1 »• .1 »in i . i • • 


rmuicc or 
his eldest 


wnpuj 


e, as 


4 in the grand hall, where they 


beam ah elabojaSb discourse, delivered by Men¬ 
dez, 05 i the supreAjcy of the church Snd $bnt*«f 
(gf Rome. This bRng finished, tlic holy gospel 
was given to th<5' kinyL who falling on his knees 
before the patriarch, look the following oath; 
“ We the sultan Sequed, eiftperor of Ethiopia, 
^believe an5 confess tha£ St. Peter, nnycc of the 
apostles, was appointed by ouijfLord Jesus 
Christ head or chief of the f whol^ Christian 
churohj and that he gave him the principality 
and^ominifin ofthe nYiole world, Jjy saying to 
him Thou qrt Peter , and upon thfs rock will I build 
my church, and will give thee the keys of theming- 
Wont of beaver?; and again when helBIhiLto hjjn 
fFecd my sheep . We also believe and confesS^Jatf 
the pope of Rome, lawfully elected, is the tiy$ 

. succes/ojr 
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siicciksor of St. Peter, and that he possesses wk 
same power and the same authority over ™ 
ufcolf Christian church; and* we promise and 
.true and sincere obedience to the holy fa* 
thcr UiL^in the eightii, anj to his successor^ 
and subject* ourselves and our empircto his anil 
their lcet. So help us God, and his hply#va$* 
gdists ” • ' ^ # 

"fftmhis formula, which was dbmplete and s£ 
ti* factor), all swore that were preseffcthe of¬ 
ficers, pnests, and monks, according to their scw 
veral ofders or conditions. The Ceremony w$g 
chased with a speech by* Selia^Chri^os, \tfho, 
heated •with /pal, alter floating the oath^re- 
sci ’bed, drew Jr.s sword, ai*i uttered these words : 
“ Wlv.it is past fitnnet be recalled^ but those 
who ii* not pci form their duty sW!l be^p 
by the s^rord.” After this dedlaraiioi 
swore allegiance to the prince BasiU 
flic knlg caused to be acKnowledge A aS’flis suc¬ 
cessor ,ind the immediate tflr' of drfpft oWn. 
Sell£ Chfistos, still hurried rfbJP hi* EwS for the 
church, added a clause, oroualification? to $# 
above formula, and whicb£lvas«nuch commended 
by the jesuits. “ I sWear,” said he, “ to obc& 
him as a faithful*subject, so long as he flh$ll 
maintain, defend, and favour the holy catholic 
faith ; but he shall fail in this, I will be* bffl 
first apd greatest enemy.” Socinios also cotao* 
mantled** that all the ladies of th^coust^ should 
take the same oath thotday following, which was 
accordingly doilfc. # ”*** 

The king, however, experienced ft greater de« 
gree y'fir^StSfance from the clergy and people, 
who could neither be induced by threats, punish* 
meats, nor the most flattering promises, to sub. 

mit 
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jnifc to the different edicts which Socmios found 
It necessary to iss^fc for abrogating the ancient 
faith and ceremonies. They weie citr^njjrfy 
Averse to many usages of the Romanists,/<1ifch 
were intended to he introduced : kneelupg during 
The sendees of the thin Ji; having ined altars, 
xruci^ixes, i;nd images m rihcf; auiicul.u con¬ 
fession ; r and father pi at tiers ol »n .dmcsL similar 
mature, were wif-at chit dy gave cilencc. VrftfffW 
the friglivued ectlcsia^ics were u^citing then 
mcnasienes and consents, and «et£iiig po.if o .mil 
tranqvi-'iry aftiong t/ie mmmtaiir, SouuA -> c< nu 
numded a marndiceitt and stately odd ice to be 

i '’ b a t J 

tiered ioi the lvib.{glhm of the palliateh* and 
hts company ns. fle fa also oidem 1 i supub ca¬ 
thedral to be ci nsinnted^ bn/ ,i.«;r was bud*m 
form o^^ross, it gave clii'ino to thcfcAb} s- 
•spfc^ijjf^iwho hachhitheito beett aci ustrtfned to 
C&yrchesPSf a circular four., 

■Tsvd#mijhionarms, who had nade a great* 
nuisfe|P^fJjSBiveAl&|' to the Catholic lailh in ihe 
c\xt rent efforts of r IVne, wrie jpassautd bp the 
people. ‘That kmgdwti be ; ng viH»ud soon atrir 
by^a pl.iguc of lot t stsNhc Poi I iigueie atti ihuti d 
t^e judgment to the minJei ol the rrn ( rmaiies; 
and the Abissinians to tlic pei^cuiLioiit ini eft 
against them by the Rcmmuts One^ of the 
emperor’s sons-in-law, na\n?d TeJa^'iceioy of 
Tigrc, raised an insurrection, in wnich J^e was 
joined by othej noblemen, who openly declared 
fpr Jthe Alexandrian church, in opposition to that 
of RonUK* The king dispatched against them a 
body of troops, w ho overtook and defeated them, 
and terminated* the revolt. Teclaf ifrass^aken 
prisoner and Smt to the imperial court, 
ifi was Condemned to 4eath by the king, and or¬ 
dered 
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derel to be hanged like a commorf malefactor 
at the head of his camp. Wfcat, however, wai 
bU, ] \ more rigorous and severe, 4 the sister ofTeclA 
was .?lso sentenced to suffer the same ignominious 
death, for having, as was pretended, secretly fa¬ 
voured thAt revolt.* All the prayers and en¬ 
treaties in ner behalf availed not&lfng; $nd it 
wa.6 a singular and remarkable cifcumstance for 
a^rnaan to be hung in Ethiopia, especially foir 
a woman oPhcr rank and condition. * This spec¬ 
tacle, therefore, excited the dread and horror o£ 
the whole court, and particularly 4 irritated the 
female sex. * # • . 

In»Oider that he might .firmly establish*his 
principles, and promote the interest ^jhurch 
•of &ome, tbe«paAiarcfc, on his 
the greatest rigour and the 
Abyssinians wereD rebapti 
ordaiped, and the schrsmai 
•fied hi the Catholic chifrcj 
be disinterred, that those sal 
not he deftled by them, 
became involved in a qnari 
daughter, a lewd princess* wne, tnougi 
two husbands living, donabited with a lover, 
vdiom she pretendtd to be desirous of marrying : 
for that purpose she solicited the patriarch tp 
grant^ipr a dispensation, which he refusing, the 
prinewbecame incensed at the conduct of Men¬ 
dez, anl&^mployed all her influence in, injuring 
him. She excited other women to espouse her 
*cause, flattered ter father, and attacked nSh with 
remonstrances and complaints. m 

Several and disasters a^o happening 

y'-.mt this time, the Alexandrians, who had re- 
1 Gently gained ground at court, informed the em¬ 
peror 
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pqror that tftese were occasioned by the clfange 
of religion in his dominions; and that neither he 
nor the people mfght expect peace or tranquil¬ 
lity, so long as the Romish faith was fa vanned 
and promoted. It was impossible, they said, to 
convince his subjects, that airrumcisjon and the 
obse^vanc<^f the sabbath could be‘oflcnsivc to 
God; <fr that the Alexandnan liturgy, their 
fasts and festivals, ought to gne place tq wtiW^r ' 
of Rome- and that it would be more safe and 


prudent to relax in these points, which made no 
part of the essentials of Christianity, and to per¬ 
mit th£m the rrrforn'.ance of their ancient lites 

J 1 . 1 i c 

an^ ceremonies. ^ , « 

These representations and remonstrances had 
on the mind^f Spcmios, anct at 
to their entreaties, a^d miti- 
of the edicts v hi do he had 
yssinian faith. Thehjyighty 
y displeased with these cos!- 1 
expostulated with him in 
£lg terms ; and reminded Soiamos, 
that t&iiah was smitten by God with a leprosy 
f.*r presuming to infringe on the priestly office. 
The monarch, who a£*di«it time had not lcisuic 


to attend to the representations of Mende/, m\ 
account of -a fresh insurrection which had ap¬ 
peared in his dominions, only replied^ that the 
establishment of the Romish religion in Abys¬ 
sinia w«p no^octasioned by the preaclfijlg of the 
Jesuits* nor by the miracles they wrought in con¬ 
firmation of it, bift merely by his own approba¬ 
tion and frie will. 


The king’sitroops had been^Wal times de¬ 
feated by th£ insurgents, and Ins geneials com¬ 
pelled to seek their safety bj flight. 'JSocinJbs*. 

having * 



having collected a more numerous a|d powerful 
army, marched against the enemy, whom he at¬ 
tacked with great fury, and ol|tained a complete 
victory. After the combat, he traversed the 
field of battle with a melancholy air, accompa¬ 
nied by the chief officers of 4iis court, who tnus' 
addressed K^m: “Behold these tl^msands of 
slain. They # are neither Mahometans nor txen- 
tiles, nor enemies of Christianity, but your own 
vassals and subjects, and our blood and rela¬ 
tions. Whether you conquer or be Conquered, 
you plunge a swotd into your ,own b^som. - * 
Those who made war against yqu, are consci¬ 
ous of no wrong: tKey took*up arrrfs only to 
del end fheir antient religiotf, which you are cle- 
sirous of'obliging them to # renounce, and to re- 
fuse the acceptance of dodrines which* they can¬ 
not bc"neisuadcd to believe. JVfiat an abuap* 
dance ol blood has this unhappy chana^^z^acTy 
caused to be shed ! and bow much rSSre"Will.it 
occasion to be spilled, unless ^oa allwyfrurfsub- 
]ecis the /ree exercise of thit $ eliHontwhicJ** 
the/ leceived from their ancestors r -Without 
this, we shall never have rest; and £pu will 
shortly find yourself degpred*of empire' and of 
pfln ple.” 

^rhis pathetic remonstrance made^a deep and 
indelible impression on fche mind of the emperor/ 
who was weary of the fiequent wars and revolts 
which hatd recently taken place. It was also 
enforced by Basilides his son, by*the impress, 
rsnd by his other wives ;®and gocinfbs, at^fength, 
was prevailed on to issue an edict pillowing li¬ 
berty of conscjftwce, and restoring to the ^Abvs- 
Miiians the religion of their forefathers. This 
ration caused inexpressible joy and rejoicing 

among 
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atpeng all ^nks and degrees of people. Tbs 
l$tty cast the beads and trinkets into the fiie, 
Vhich the popish pnssionaries had given them. 
r J'he clergy began to perform their functions, in 
the manner they had foimcrly used; to admi¬ 
nister the communion in both kinds; to piactise 
circumcision; and to renew the general ablu¬ 
tion At she Vcjast of Epiphany, vith extraordi¬ 
nary pomp and exultation.' In the churches 
they chanted songs of thanksgiving and fiToTse, 
one of which thus concluded: “ Rejoice anil he 
sing hallelujahs; the sheep of Ethiopia 
are delivered from the wolves oi the west.” 

Though the kingV edict lestoied the Abyssi- 
niatrt church to its pristine stato, it did not ex¬ 
clude the Romish pftests fiojn the free evert, ist* 
of their religion. Bur tlfe lafcei fterc becomt* so 
Uous throughout the empire, that tL<**foiiner 
easMN"*9|ued several ot then magnificent find 
newly er<\ted clnirchts At tins jimciuit* alsy,, 
OCC^ionecTaithe? by grief or disease, the conse. 

%4jjencC of the c /atigue to which he h^d begn ev- 
peped. war, insuirection, andie\olt, 01 ra¬ 
ther, as has been believed, by poison, Socimos 
Jell sidt; During his*illness, the patxiarch Men¬ 
dez endeavoured to excite the drooping zeal* ot 
the desponding monarch, by tepi eventing to hiSf 
that his forbearance and inactivity vMuld pro¬ 
duce a civil war in his dominions, between the 
Alexandrians and Romani* ts. c To ibis indis¬ 
creet «aftd iK -timed intimation, which* was hi- 
tended 'to induce [he kiftg to revoke the edict in 
favour of ( toferation, tiocinios* replied, “ What 
can I do? I have no longer.either empiie or 
authority ? , V U He died in the Romish faith, at 
the age of sixty-one, in the twenty-seventh y^ir 

' of 
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of his %ngn, which* sa7 some auuvors, would 
luve been happy and glorious, had the jvsuits 
never entered his dominions. • 
k Soc^nios was a prince remarkable for hit 
strength of body* great courage* and the eleva¬ 
tion of his mind. He had been early taught the 
exercise of arms, patience* perseverance* and 
every militaiyV^rtue that could aoqufred $ 
and he had passeSf the former part of his life as 
a private person, in die midst of hardships* diffi- 
, culties, and dangers. He embraced fhc catholic 
faith fr^m conviction, and studied it wijh as* 
much application as the scanty means of instruc¬ 
tion would allow ; and being* in the last years of 
' his life, Teft without a soltlief to draw his svvffrd 
in defence of the church of Rome, he chose to 
retafti his religihn, cuid abandon his crcftvn* 

On tlte death of Socinios, his^ sfin Ba- ^ ^ • 
glides, wto had latterly acted as regent iggo* 
”9f # the ltiiigdom, assumed,the royal dig¬ 
nity. This prince* having paid tne last honours 
to his £ath<y, endeavoured to compose the ' 
rentes tliat had agitated the state, on^M^mtof 
icligious opinions. He therefore informed Me^ 
dez, that the Alexandnan* faith being *now re¬ 
stored and re-establishctf, it was necessary he 
rrftffnld leave the kingdom* and that J:he abuna 
only deferred his arrival in Abyssinia till the* 
•Romish patriarch and his priests should have de¬ 
parted. • tyTendca endeavoured to regain the 
king’s faVour* by offering concession anil indul¬ 
gences : “ 1 have remitted*” jays lie, M nil our 
peculiar rites, except that of the conpnunion in 
both kinds, withpvhich the pope alone can dis¬ 
pense, and make you the same offers provided 
you and your subjects will submit, to his holi- 
. Vou XIIi; C c ness, 
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i^ess, who 9s tiie nead and father of the universal 
Church.” # 

- To this letter *<©f the patriarch, the king re¬ 
plied, “ that the breach between the Abyesinians 
and Romanists was not so much occasioned by 
the disputations which had been held, relative to 
the^, natute of Christ, as to their;denying them 
the cup in the communion*; Ranging tne fasts 
and festivals ^presuming to re-baptise rhei^pro-* 
selytes, and to re-ordain their priests and dea¬ 
cons.” He concluded by insisting dh their im*» 
mediate departure for Ffemona, and commanded 
them to surrender all the fire-arms of which they 
W*sre possessed, m^hthe hands of an officer whom 
he sent for that purpose. The patriarch finding 
that all £e could say or dg had no effect, was 
obliged to cpmply with the orders of the mo- 

an d to depart with the other missionaries. 
They were escorted by Paul, the emperor’s ne*. 
phew, Who was commanded to guard them 
through the deserts, but who, instead of .protect- 
*tl&t?jwoiild have plundered and robbed ♦hem.of 
airtnhn^nluables, had not the Portuguese killed 

- jwo^jhree of })is men, and compelled the rest 
to seek their safety 4 ii^ flight. At lpngth, after 
much fatigue, danger, angl loss, they readfigd 
Fremona«*in a very miserable condition, whcrf* 
they were scarcely allowed time to Refresh and* 
recruit themselves before anothef order from thfl 
king Tyas received, which enjoined thmi instantly 
to leave h ^dominions ^nd to embark for India. 

DaSilideswas 'Informed thg.t the Romish mis¬ 
sionaries had sent to the viceroy of Goa, and to 
the firing oft Portugal, requesting an army and 
fleet which might deluge Abyssinia with bloody 
and was therefore induced to hasten their dlpar- < 

ture 
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ture out ofliis kingdom. It mightfiiave been 
expected, that after the severe treatment which’ 
^he Portuguese had experienced, the ferment oc* 
c&aentfd in the minds of the clergy and laity, 
would have subsided; but Mendez had contrived 
to leave a number of jesuits In Abyssinia, who 
kept themself concealed in Tigre, and were pri¬ 
vately protected Ifoj-the viceroy of tfcat kingdom. 
Thuy were, however, at length discovered and 
hanged, or suffered some other violent death. 
Nor was die king less severe against ftiose of his 
subjects who persisted in their profession qf the' 
Romish faith. • • 

After.this, six capuchins*all‘Frenchftien, and 
of the order of Sf, Francis, we"re sent from RofBe j 
four, of whom, penetrated into Abyssinia, and 
were puj to death ; the* other two^ informed of 
the unhajipy fate of their companions, prudently 
returned home. The different attempts made 
to re-establish the Catholics in Abyssinia proved 
entirely vain and fruitless, and‘during this and 
the following reign no missionaries could 
troduced into that country. Basili^i4ndea- 
voured to prevent the Portuguese froTpgivi 
him any farther disturbance, and having reduced 
gjf his subjects to tfie obedience of the Alexan¬ 
drian churph, took the field against Melea Chris¬ 
tos, hkrTlval, who contiitued in arms at the head* 
oPthe peasant^ of Lasta, under pretence that the 
ancient (ehgion Of the AJiyssinians was still in 
danger. Both armies jpet, and a banic* Jfaving 
sfized the king’s troops, his herse fled afthe first 
onset. The royal forces being routed and dis¬ 
persed, Melea Christos pursued his^good fortune, 
entered the palace, took possession df the throne, 
and was crowned king of Abyssinia. He ap* 

C c % pointed 
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pointed thelseveral officers, who werl to fill the 
tftost lucrative and considerable places of the go¬ 
vernment; and fiestowed a largess, or bounty, 
oft the soldiers. 

Basilides, however, was not discouraged by 
the unfavourable complexion of his affairs, but 
sent expresses to the governors $£*6amen, Da- 
mot, arfd Begemder, and ca^if&nded them to 
march their troops against the usurper. Accord¬ 
ingly, they ^surrounded Melea Chmtos>before he 
ft Was aware of their intention, and forced him to 
a batde, in which he was defeated and lost both 
his army and his life. r 

§pon after this,* CJa\i4ms, governor of .Bcgem- 
der, and brother of Qasilides, revolted and join¬ 
ed the rebels; and it w^s kn/wn that he intend¬ 
ed the death qf the king. But, being surprised 
snud taken prisoner, he was brought to*‘the mo¬ 
narch, who, though he was aware of the ingrati¬ 
tude, treason, and intended fratricide of his bro* 
ther, could rfot be prevailed on to order his exe- 
but, like a wise and merciful pfincey con- 
sideringi:^ancient usages of the empire, and 
p&at gnjftbundanoe of blood might be saved bv 
exiling the descendants the loyal family, bi- 
nishea Claudius to the mountain of Wechne. 

Basilides «was taken ill of a disease, whicn. 
from the beginning, he* considered a<*fftertal, 
and, therefore," sent for his eldest 1 son Hannas, 
who was now of age to govern? beqiiteathed to 
him hlsjcing^om, and recommended a continu¬ 
ance of the ancient*religion. He died soon afterl 
in gregfc peace and composure of mind, if we 
cxceptt^s father Socinios, Basilides was unques- 
tionabb^the ^greatest monarch that ever sate on 
the Abyssinian throne. He was calm, dispas¬ 
sionate: 
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slonate, and courteous. In the very (Jfficult part 
he acted between his father and the nation, the 
.necessities of the times had tai^hthima reserve* 
ivT&rch? if not natural, was at least political and 
hseful. He was a brave soldier and an able ge¬ 
neral ; and, though fierce and violent in battle* 
he was extre.^ly averse to shed blood. 
v Hannes the succeeded to lu^ king*- p 
dom in*peace, and had the a<fclress to * 
maintain it # in tranquillity during his 
reign, fie wHs not naturally avrffse to war ; 
but no insurgent, or competitor, disturbed his* 
government. Hannes w;w a biggted prince : he 
commanded the Mahoiytftan# to eat* no other 
flesh, th^n whit had been Hilled by Christfctns; 
ami having cplleo^d the tatholic books, which 
the jesyits had transla&d into the Efhiopic lan* 
guage, burned thfim. Much of Ifis time and at- 
tentiqp were employed in regulating and enfor¬ 
cing the doctrines and discipline of the church. 
A>*sdvocation of the clergy Was held, and &e- 
Fverafcdebfctes ensued, in which t^e king assi^JjjAp 
and was content with holding the l^gUaaJjSwith- 
out declaring for either party. From t he scant y 


lemorials of his reign, we might be Ted’to sup- 
ose that he was # a weak and inactive prince 5 
ut, perfjaps, if the circumstance^of the times 
developed And laid open, he might 
Appear the Averse. 

On tfhe death of Hapnes, Yasous the ^ ^ 
first, his son, succeeded him in the kifigp icj80* 
Vlom, with the ^approbation and ^atisfife^ 
tion of all the people. This prince had twice 
secretly retired from the palace, # during the life 
of his father, which was considered as *a proof 
of his desire and impatience of governing. Soon 

C c 3 after 
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after his ac<&ssion to the throne, Yascfus, attend¬ 
ed by the nobility and grandees of his empire, 
undertook a journfcy to the mountain of Wechne* 
and commanded all the princes of the royal 
jnily, who had been banished, and were thercf 
confined, to be brought before him. During 
the reign of Hannes, these forlo^ exiles were 
wholly Unnoticed and forgotten/' The oblivion,' 
however, to which these unhappy prisoners were 
consigned, proved their greatest interest and ad¬ 
vantage : fo^ punishment generally followed m- 
Quirie^ after particular princes; and the mes¬ 
sages, or visits,, at the instance of the king, were 
commonly the for&rurfhijrs of the loss of hfe, or 
of thfe amputation of limbs. 

The sight of so many noh'e relations, some 
advanced ih years, others in the flower of their 
youth, and a tew but yet ir their chddhood, 
who were all in mean attire, and almost naked, 
made such an impression on die tender apd ge^ 
nerous mind of Yas^us, that lie burst into’kwi^. 


his behaviour to them less prflper 'and 
engaging. T o the aged he paid due reverence 
afjfcmnfict; those in the flower of youth, lie 
treated with a kind and 1 ’friendly familiarity; aiu“ 
On the children he bestowed caresses and com* 


mendations. He plentifully provided tlv r n witlk, 
apparel and every necessary; and hayingl8!&ted 
them with great profusion during the space of a l < 
month, he embraced them, promised them his 
constant jfrotefftion and Regard, and left the 
royal family at "liberty at the foot of the moun¬ 
tain. t 


This last mark of confidence and respect, 
more than alf the rest, impressed the princes 
with a lively sense of the tenderness of the mo¬ 
narch. 
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natch, and, considering every moment of delay 
as treasonable and ungrateful to their munificent, 
compassionate, and magnanimous benefactor* 
Voluntarily hurried to their melancholy prison* 
The whole mountain resounded with prayers for 
the long life and prosperity of the king, and that 
the crown u ight for ever he enjoyed by the li* 
heal jjJe''cehdaitLS of his family. 

Yasous had various rencounters with the 
Cray as, and the insurgcirts of his king¬ 
dom. T\w days previously to the time of tast¬ 
ing ftie field, a comej made its appearance* 
which greatly alarmed sgid terrified *thc people, 
sorfle^f whom prophesied, that it poi tended a 
scene of carnage and Woodshed moie terrible 
aftd extensile tmhi was to be found in the an¬ 
nals of Ethiopia, and that the death of the king 
would*follow. "Yasous was, therefore, impor¬ 
tuned by several learned men to delay his de- 
j'aitu^e for some days ; byt*he only answered 
StfrtTrequests by irony and derision. “ Pgjppsd 1 
p«4i!tw!” said he, “you are not in^feright. 
Wc must act with fairness and ini pa 1 tiali^j^and 
.use the comet well; for t if ft should ndt appear 
ligdin, idle people and old women \#ill have no¬ 
thing with which to amuse themsej,v&s.” Whilst 
thelcmjf was busied i$ directing the affairs of bis 
Jchl [JJdom w#rh great wisdom and success, both 
In cluycli and £late, a matter was in agitation, 
at a distance fiom his?flomiiiions* whfchi threat¬ 
ened to involve themfn dis^rdercind confusion. 

It was now the most brilliant period of the age 
of Louis the fourteenth, when the jesuits, zeal¬ 
ous for the honour of that mon3r$h, their great 
protector, and desirous of wiping off the stain 
their order had contracted by the mission of thq 
2 patriarch 
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patriarch Mendez, and his associates, requested 
that proper persons should be sent into Abyssi¬ 
nia, in conjunction tfith them, who should en¬ 
deavour to induce the king of that countrf t& # 
send an embassy into prance ; and, on the ma¬ 
nagement of this political affair, they founded 
their htvpe^of replacing themselves *in the situa¬ 
tion they formerly enjoyed, and of again c^rect** 
ing measures for the conversion of that empire. 
The French 1 »ng undertook the protf^tion of 
this mission, with all the readiness the Jesuits 
desired ; hut the pope^ who considered*their 
haughtiness, implacability, and imprudence, as 
the los.o ot Abyssinia, appointed tljie superior' of 
the Franciscans his legatd to the Abyssinian 
$ourt. The second attempt, H6wever, of con¬ 
verting Abyssinia by an embassy, which y. said 
to have cost a considerable expence, wasPLermi- 
nated by the death of the unfortunate M» du 
Roule, who is said, to have been murdered at 
ifcj^ar, through the instigations of the^w 
formeS 'F&mascans, and their brethienfj mHhe 
Land. ** 

_ asouK'* had a mistress whom he tenderly 
loved, and Avho.se death iie so much deplored,* 
that his qu$m persuaded her son, Tecla HaimaA 
nc^it, that tl}&, king intended to depnvy him 
the crown, and to place David, the sf»n oFuWtfo 
K eduste, his mistress, on the throne of i\byssi-‘ 
nia. Fired wifch re^entnfent, the youngj ptmec, 
who had shewn* earlv signs 1 of wisdom, and ta¬ 
lents for governing, collected a numerous army, 
in which he was assisted by the queen, his mo¬ 
ther. A mes^rfge was then sent to the king, 
w that after so long a reign, and so much bloody 
shed,* it would be proper that Yasous should re- 
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tire to sflme convent, during the*remainder of 
his life, where he might aton^for the sins he had 
^committed, and that he shodld resign his crown 
f son Tecla Haimanout.” To this message 
Hhe king, who was then at tjie island in the lake 
Tzana, replied, “ that he had been long inform¬ 
ed who were the persons that had segiu&d his 
^vfmi'rqpi his duty to-hisfather, anti his allegiance 
to his sovereign; and that he proposed to meet 
them irmjae*dlately at Gondar, aivd there settle 
Tecla naimanout’s coronation.*’ • 

Thi? ironical answer was sufficiently‘under¬ 
stood, and Yasous prep^ed # to"mareh to Gon¬ 
dar J but being attackttl by a putrid feviff, he 
was under the necessity ofreturning. The queen, 
therefore, immediately* dispatched a body of sol¬ 
diers, who entering the island by surprise, shot 
and dibbled the* monarch, while sitting on a 
'couch,land afterwards thrust him through the 
Lftody vjith a sword. 'rtie people mourned the 
oSirt^f their Icings designated him by the 
^iam#of Xireat, and performed oVer hirmalf toe 
rites of sepulture. The character tif Yasoug^ts 

i iven by Poiuet, is, that Ije wfcs a maiT very fono. 
f war, but averse to^the shedding of blood ; 
hich, says Mr.^Bruce, Was literally true in 

own su “5lP c t s ' 

sooner # had Tecla Haimanout the ^ 
first ascended ^Jie throne of Abyssinia, ** 1704 ,* 
thar^Ji®*\^as informed of*the melasichoiy# 

£ite of the French ambassador at $£xmafc: jvhei e- 
upon, he gave immediate crdeis for assembling 
his troops, and declared, that he considered the 
death of M. du Roule as an afirfti^t thai’affect- 
eci his crown and digmt), and which he was de- 
•termined to revenge. This step, which justice 

dictated. 
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dictated, wasf very advantageous to &e king; 
for having, soon a$er, a rival and rebel prince 
to contend with, his army was ready for any 
purpose, and defeated the designs of his advesi^ 
sary, This monarch was murdered by some con¬ 
spirators, who feared that his mother and her 
brothevs would engross all power and favour. 
The murderers intended to place* an\,infanfc' 
king on the throne, who was the son of Teel a 
p Haimanout; but those who ha4.not par- 
fJ nr * ticipated in the assassination, proclaimed 
Tifilis, or Theophilus, the brother &f Ya- 
sous. This prince arrested the queen and her two 
brothers, who had put.Yasous the £ireat toideuth. 
The queen was hanged on a tree, after which 
her two brothers were thrust through the bodies 
with swords. <Those also who had conspired 
against the late king, suffered the samj; fate. 
After fighting and conquering the Gall^Si and 
some insurgents, who had appeared in hidjjdomi^ 
«8^gns, he returned to Gondar, amidst the 
matfoiupfhis soldiers and subjects; but he*had 
scai cel/entered the capital, when he was taken 
iir"of jfr&Ver, of which f he died. 

It was feared by the people, if they brought *' 
king from the mountain, that ke would be oi th^‘ 
same family*as the last,,and, as such 5 ialso iii^ 
tercsted in punishing the murderers,,of ms^faftker 
and of his brotlier. In this conjuncture, and 
^ieposifion of the people, OustaF,* tho 
1^*09* > SQfl Yascjus, and a subject, of. 

‘ * fered himself as king, jund was elected ; 

and Abyssinia now saw, for the second time, a 
stranger seated on the throne of Solomon. He 


* Till 1 * naan: signifies Justus, or just. 
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■was a man of undisputed merit, ^nd had filled 
the highest offices in the state. He possessed 
every qualification both of b # edy and mind requi- 
jgjfe/or a king ; but the constitution of his coun¬ 
try rendered it illegal for him to reign. 

Notwithstanding the misfortune which had 
befalren M. du Roule, the French ambassador. 


jpfiie opfhe missionaries had courage and Sddress 
sufficientfo’r attempting a jourqpy into Abyssinia, 
and succeeded. Oustas shewed them the greatest 
kindnofS^and attention, as often as possible 
heard, them perform mass, and received thfe 
fcommunion according t® the usgge of the church 
of jRome. These meeting!# or th^ king and 
priests were well knowh td the people, (ftistas, 
however, fell sic^; which was no sooner told to 
the soldiers,* than thdy proclaimed David, the 

§ Yasous, jpng of Abysjiilia. The newly 
monarch sent to interrogate Oustas re- 
3 his title to the,crown, and he was asked 
was, and to whom* he was indebted for 
lus ^ligrdty. To these interrogatories Oustas, 
struggling with death, replied, “ Tel] David, 
my sovereign, that I have made mvsejfa.^ q jiicli 
ja king, as any one can b* th3t is not 7)fthe royal 
Slimily. 1 am only activate man, the son of a 
Subject; and all 1 request is, that J may be per- 
die of sickness, without putting me4o 
torment or pain.” David granted his request, 
and he^died soon after. Tradition says, that 
Oifstls was one of the test moiArch? that ever 
reigned in Abyssinia. 

On the accession of David to th^throne ^ p 
of his ancestors, it was foretold, # that his .* 

reign “would be long, prosperous, and 11 
peaceable \ but it proved exactly the reverse. 

Being 
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Being a strict adherent to the churcii at Alexan¬ 
dria, he commanded the popish missionaries to 
be apprehended. These unfortunate people were 
accordingly tried before the most prejudiced and. 
partial of all tribunals; and interrogated, wfi*’ 
ther they received ihe council of Chalcedon as' 
a rule of faith, and whether they believed that 
the pope lawfully and regularly presided at that, 
council, and directed it ? To these qifestib;?s they 
answered in the affirmative, and added, that 
“ his hohnessnvas the head of the church, 

the successor of St. Peter, and Christ’s vicar 
upon darth.”. These words were scarcely ut¬ 
tered, wlwn the whole assembly commanded 
them- to be stoned; and!" they v ere accordingly 
put to death. 4 

David tailed anothe* convocation of the 
clergy, in vlnth was debated the nature of 
Christ. A difference ot opinion prevailed: the 
king argued that he is peifect God and ftitzicct 
man, and by thermion one Christ, whosjl bodf- 
is composed of a precious substance, cgtfed 
Bakery ? not consubstantial with ours, nor de- > 
rivgd^rom his mother. The abuna, and others, 
intended that he is aone God, of the Father 
alone, united to a bodp» perfectly human, an£ 
consubstantial with ours. D.tVid ordered thof 
tfl be slain who dissented, from him in opinion > 
and, soon after, he was poisoned,'and dietFTn 
extreme agony. « 

^ o ‘David was succeeded in the km^dom 
l^ig^by Bacciffa, the s<5n of Yasous. It hav. 

1 ing been predicted to this prince, that a 
stranger should usurp the government after his 
decease, and<*his family be excluded the throne 
for the space of thirty years, he privately put 
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)to death aU whom he considered a» nicely to be 
guilty of tljis usurpation. Many innocent people 
suffered for this secret andAmknown crime; 
1 ]ted eleven princes on the mountain of Wechne 
lost their lives. To detect more certainly this 
future Usurper and delhronef of his family, he 
feignecPhilhself sick, and, at* length, caused it 
pujwished that he was dead. Tile joy of 
-fthepedple at this news was extreme and uni¬ 
versal ; but m the morning of the day appointed 
for his determent, Bacuttu ..ppeaifd m the seat, 
of justice. This caused an universal terror and 
consternation, for all had rejoiced, and less 
crimes Jiad been puuis])c& v v f ith death. — The 
king, however,* onlert J ^general pardon and 
amnesty to bc^proclaimed. , 

BacutFa died after a vigorous reign, and after 
putting to death tlae greatest p.m ot" the ancient 
nobility! who were supposed to have been cun- 
JcurnedrJi the forme? rmdoi tunes of the empire. 

and seventy ha^e rer.deied Ins me- 
*Vioiy«»dious and detestable, thongji it is uni¬ 
versally acknowledged, that lie saved his country 
from an aristocratical or deBoer a 
■jlch of which is unconstitutional, and mimical 
monarchy. , * 

jfYasous t the second was only an infant, » ^, 
whea^d 1 ^ father BacufHi died ; but was ** 
immediately proclaimed king of the em- 1 ' * 
pire Abyssufia.* Th# queen, his,mother, 
aclcti as regent duiing tis minority; and though 
tilere w ere many conspiracies ana rebel lfbns at 
the commencement of his reign, they weie de¬ 
feated and overcome by her superior activity and 
address. The queen was descended from Por¬ 
tuguese ancestors, and was warmly attached to 
_ Vo*. XIII. Dd the 
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the Catholic religion. Several Christians, wW 
were artists of distinction ’and mefrit, having 
come from Smyrna, the king, who was no^y‘ar¬ 
rived at a state of manhood, employed v 1*3 
time in building the most magnificent and, costly 
edifices, and he was charmed with ihq[ multi¬ 
plicity of his worlds and workmen. $}e rejoiced 
at the facility with which, by the assismiceof-a, 
compass and a few straight lines, he could pro¬ 
duce the figure of a star equjlly^gxact wirit 
«those formed by his Greeks. BbuntySollowed 
bounty, and the best and nearest villages weie 
bestowed* on these pedple. He now renounced 
the Jiunting-matdie's. # avd incursions against the 
Shangalla and the shepherds of Atbara, which 
before had been his favqurittf amusements. «. 

This conduct of the king, and the extraordinary 
manner in winch he passed his time, occasion¬ 
ed his becoming the object of public tonsure. 
Pasquinades wpre ciiculated thiouglfcmt the 
capital; one of vJliich was entitled, 44 
peditions of A Tasous the Ltttle whfch \ 9 us ap ■ 
piicable to both his stature and actions. These? 
geSpefiidons, though enumerated in a large sliej#, 
of paichment, were Jo^fmed to the space orf-a 
few miles. The satire contained in these pa^ 
quinades, provoked the energy of 4 tlie kirig, 
who, that he might free himself froSf Tha^m- 
putation of inactivity and want of ambition, 
prepy e d for parching his troops agaitkst^ennar. 

This ^expedition was isxtremeiy unfortunate ; 
and An army of *18,000 men perished by the 
sword, or ‘were taken prisoners. The king, 
however, returned to Gondar, more like a con¬ 
queror than a defeated monarch: tlie soldiers 
that returned were laden with the spoils of 

6 Arabs.' 



uArabs, and drove multitudes of aattle before 
them. Nor from the behaviour and discourse of 
Yasous eolild it be known thit any misfortune 
“SaadfRippened to him or his troops. On the con¬ 
trary, when talking of this expedition, he af¬ 
fected Greater gaiety, and snfld, “ Let all those 
who WerejRot pleased with thclsong of ICoscgm *, 

thaj^f ,Sennar.” From which it foas con- 
idireily that lie felt a secret pleasure at the 
calamities which had befallen his army, who, not 
t ontentaffiat he should cultivate ^fid enjoy the, 
a^ts of•peace, had urged him to underfcike a 
difficult, dangerous, and unnecessary war, 

The Jiing having sery: tp Commaiul lh^. at¬ 
tendance. ot Subtil Michael, governor of 7 igre, 
the Jatter abs^Jutel|r refused, on whicji the mo¬ 
narch marched a body of forces, and compelled 
him to wibmissron* It was with difficulty the 
king c^olld be brought tb promise that he would 
;xu)t putlhim to death; <*nd when he appeared, 
th^^sfd genius of Yasmis mhde one last but in¬ 
effectual eiibrt to save lum and hit family. No 
*«ioner did he see Michael on the^rouiid than 
be fell into a violent rage, reacted li^ f»i< ..vise* 
and commanded him to lx*instantly put to dea$h. 
^All the officers, Jiowfver, of tire court and 
army vnteyceded for him ; and the liing, obliged 
tq»#pfdply with their Request, observed, 44 Af 
y6ur intercession I pardon the traitor, hut I call 
you to Witness, tfiat I anv clear of all tjie blood 
thatTiVlichael will shed*before he^accomjJlishes 
tl!e destruction o£ his country, which I know he 
has long meditated.’* • 

. Yasous died m the twenty-fourth yearpf his 
p&gih after a very short illness, litffiig a young 

* Wlierj the magm ficrat edifices were built. 

, D d 2 man. 
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mart, and of a strong constitution, ft was sus¬ 
pected that he had been poisoned by tfoe relations 
of the queen, w'j o were desirous of another 
jy minority. His son Joas was proclaimed 
2„* rn ‘king. Marian Barea, the governor of 
/JJ * Begemder, ., having defeated the army of 
the monarch in an engagement, Michael, the 
governor of Tigrc, had the office, of *ras Con¬ 
ferred on him, -and was invested with supreme 
power, both civil and military. I\gs Michael, 
r ,therefore, marched immediately against-the go¬ 
vernor . of Begemder, whose army being de¬ 
feated, he. waf made '•prisoner, and afterwards 
put t to death at the instigation of the .lOallas. 
The conduct of Joajy in allowing that noble¬ 
man to suffer, was highly censured by Michael, 
who observed, « I am deceived if the, day is 
not at hand, when he (the king) shall ttnrae the 
moment in which the Gallas crossed the Nile, 
and look in vajn for such a man aspMarian 
Barea.” This seems to have been spokenV^^ 111 
considering tlfe designs which he hfrnsetf was; 
then ready tff put in execution. 

«• tPC!F"kccsdent of the most trifling nature oo 
castoned an open breach between the king and 
the ras, which was never afterwards healed. 
Jpuring the to arch of the army, the wuather was 
extremely hot, and Michael, being rathe^n- 
disposed, covered his eyes with a white cloth or 
handkerchief /brown over his head. ThifiJjeing 
told to Jbas, who was in the centre of the troops, 
he sent to inquire of the ras, why he presumed 
to cover hitf/self in the king’s presence ? The 
handkerchief nvas immediately taken off, but 
the affront would rot admit of atonement. The 
house in which the ras resided was not faf 

distant 
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.distant frolp the palace, from a wmdfiw of which 
Michael cAuld be distinctly seen when he sat in 
jndgipent. | One day, alter most of the servants 
had l«ft him, a shot was fired into the room from 
this vundow of the pal.ice, which, though it 
inissec»Mifhael, wounded 1 dwarf that was 
fanning the flies off his face,* who immedfcitely 
^ felKa nd/pjjed at the feet of histnaster. This 
^as considered as the commeiftement of hos- 
t Hi ties; for^ though no one knew by whom the 
shot warmed,*it was sufficiently Evident that it, 
' must Jufve been done with the knowledge^ the 
king. • # • # 

Michael was soon aftej commanded to rtf urn 
to his province of Tigre, ^>n pain of incurring 
the displeasure of lie kjng. To this, however, 
he paid po regard, but proceeded with his army 
against die governor of Damot? who had been 
dedar&J a rebel, on account of his not sub- 
jmttingjhimself to the jurisdiction of the ras. 
A hasiie was accordingly fought, in which Mi¬ 
chael *Was* victorious; and some * of the king’s 
“horsemen being taken prisoners i» the engage¬ 
ment by the ras, they confessgd thatGas iftd, 
sent them ; and that Michael had been fired at 
jhyhis order, when the dwarf was killed. This 
comeS5Ton*was no sooner made, thati the ras ap* 
*pw»4ed persons to go to the palace and murdef 
the kingj which was immediately effected. 

HannesPthe second, brother of E^cuf^L, whose 
liaucl had been cut oft in order to deprive hint 
of the throne, was brouglft from the*^ 
^mountain Wechne, and proclaimed kmg ^ * 

of Abyssinia. Some of the people ob- • 
jected to his election, on account*of that dis¬ 
qualification ; to \shidi Michael replied, u Wh.it 

Dd3 has 
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the king to do with his hands If Arp yen# 
5 ifraid that he sfyall not be* able tJ saddle his 
mule, or load his baggage ? Nevef fear4h*t;. 
when he labours under a difficulty of tlflit*na- 
ture, he need only send for me, anc, I \wll help 
SHm”* r l / 

Hannas was above seventy years age, had 
a feeble body^ and having had no*con 
but with monkshnd priests, his mind was"equall^ 
debilitated. v He could not be perefi^ded to take 
fcny share in the government ;* but s^ent his 
whole*time in prayers and psalms. He^narried 
the granct-daughtci < 4 >f Michael, who, however, 
was*merely a wife, arvl a quefn in nairfe and 
idea. Lo\o and audition were temptations to 
which the iking was an egtire^tranger, and could 
not animate him to take the field. «rhe ras 
tried every possible method'of ovcrcdfcning his 
reluctance, and expelling his fears. AjUwas in 
vain : Hannes ^ T cgt, htd himself, turne\lmorfk; 
and requested to be sent back to Wecm fe r^ut 
absolutely refused to march with Hie •tinny- 
Michaftl, wlit) knew the danger of leaving a) 
#ki1Tg behind him, whilst he took the field in per¬ 
son, and finding Hannes still inexorable, ordered 
him to be poisoned ; ana by«this means, in 1 q&.s* 
# than six mflnths, the ras became the* deliberate 
murderer of two monarchs. » 
j ^ j-j Tecla Haimanout tjie .second, suc- 
crec ^ ^ 11S Hannes in thifkin^jjom. 

{ He w^s a prince fcf a graceful figuretapd 
*the mftst polite manners; and iiis understanding 
and prudente far exceeded his years. His 
. » 

* What ocCLsioned the ndiculr m this speech was, that 
ras Michael was not only older than the king, but w> lame 
thathe could not btand. 
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temper v&ls said to be naturally warm and 
passionate but he»had so much subdued it, that 
a^jnstam ; of it scarcely e/er appeared. He 
readily ei tered into the views of the ras, and 
■was fo t vard to march against Fasil, the late 
governor fof Damot, as &s father had been 
averse* tw that measure. Njany of the grail as, 
wknm* Fa^il commanded, having *seen the 
r 3estnffctiQn which bullets had made amongst 
their countrymen in a former engagement, be¬ 
came ^xtrenfcly afr.iid rf tliemt It happened 
*hat, pursuing the troops of Michael across a 
brook, one of their principal rr**n was killed by 
a Amfc, and fell dead # alnoflg his horse’s feet. 
Tins was no ^onn^r^peiceived, than the con* 
fu#>rn and *flig]# of tnc Gallas immediately 
followed, and Michael gamed a great victory, 
with jfce loss o£ a very inconsiderable number 
of njem. Woosheka,*an officer of Fasil, was 
•takenprisoner, and being brought to the ras, he 
wa* ordered to be flayed sflitfe, and his skin to 
be Sfuffttl with straw. • 

Fasil afterwards suffered sevevl defeats, and 
rt was expected that he wt^uld soop Jiave -been 
compelled to surienciei* himself and his troojybf 

B iers to Mi^haef. Gusho and Powusstn 
g #taken the command of «i considerable 
Acvly of forces, to the ras that they would 
itrier return without the head of Fasil, but de- 
camplcfr the i&xt'morning with ver^r different 
riwughts and intentions. The/ ent^rdd into a 
'conspiracy agajnst Michael, wlftch they had*4i*«u 
some time meditated ; and revived to make 
peace with Fasil, and contract g. solemh league, 
that they should have but one caifte, one council, 
suid one interest, tall they h.ul deprived the ras 
of his life and dignity. After various turns of 

ibrtuner 
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fortune, Miouael was, at length, obliged to take 
refuge in Gondar, which was bcsirAd bjr the 
enemy and taken. \ The king, who hid .sti^^- 
companied the ras, continued to takeja nominal 
shaie in the government, no partymeing dis¬ 
contented with hiri ; on the conti ak ejfich of 
the rej>el chiefs waited on him separately, and 
acknowledged him as his sovereign., \ v 
The unfyrtuimte Michael was interittgateril 
very severely respecting the cruelty afi^trcachery 
pf his formed conduct; and wHs sooj* after 
carried^iisoner to Bcgemder. He was the mostr 
able and experienced general that ever appeared 
in Abyssinia. Wt? spoj^n the charnel cr,@f*this 
wonderful man, as g^veu “by Mr. Bruce, who 
was an eye ^witness of m«jny tlu*Hansacti®ns 
which happened in that counti v during this 
period. “ Tlie <fld man was •sitting oi»a sofa, 
with his white hau die&sdd in slioit curll. # He 
appeared to he thoughtlml, but not displeased j 
his face was lean,* his eyes quick and vivid, b»t 
sore from the cxposiue of the weather. • He 
seemed 10 be about six feet in height, though 
lys lameness rendered it difficult to guess w ith 
s-Qy degree of accuracy or precision. His air 
wai pcrlcctly free from cdhstrajnt, and what thet* 
French call degagte* His capacity an^ ifficier- 
stllnding appeared in his cduri^enanc§. He spoka* 
little ; but every look conveyed a sentiment, and 
lie had no occasion for any o he^langunjfc.”* 
Since 1, tjic period of Mr. truce’s travels, ifo 
rhaopemi has fUvou^d 11s w r ith, any important 
information respecting Abyssinia, and on that 
account *our history of this country must close • 
with the memfm s he lias recorded. 

* Travels to di&covei the Source of the Nile 

• h a p./ 
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fijagdoms adjacent to Abyssinia. 

lOEFdRE we commence tfte descriptor? and 
of these parts, it not be im¬ 
proper or unnecessary to observe, that several 
kingdoms mi the confines of Abyssinia, along 
the foists of the Red Sea, are placed on our 
maps, Bin concerning which geographer? have 
•told^us little or nothing # be*ides their names 
and rcT&tive situation. ^Vhcn these people are 
embarrassed with vatancy, occasioned by 
the Errors or*neglTglnoe of travelled, they fill 
tip the vwid with provinces of thgir own creation, 
which rfley erect * into, states and kingdoms. 
.They •rtise mountains, plant forests, dig out 
'btds foi rivers, scatter huts qp tents through the 
phtin, and # people the cities and country with in¬ 
habitants. After them comes theliistorian, who 
informs us of the manners, customs, and re¬ 
ligion of those nations; bpt \fho also*a3ds, and 
adds with truth, that these things are Yery lit^tf 
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SECTION I. 
EalXand Dane alt. 


_^fHE small kingdom of Bali was formerly 
subject and tributary* to Abyssinia,but h«fssiriffe 
revolted and maintained its independence. It 
here that Nur, king of Zeila^ attacked and 
defeated Claudius, die Abyssinian nfonarch, who 

was 
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was thereb]P deprived of his crown afnd Ins life. 
In Bali are neither towns noV cities, mid only a 
few villages scatteied through an ext'ensi\E B ^nd 
uncultivated territory, which is inhabited fcy'the . 
cruel and barbarous Gallas, of whom those that 
live in the vicinity of the sea havV embraced 
Mahometanism, sftid subsist more by\rade than 
plunder. TI 16 prince of this k ingdom^Ju rrich 
and powerful, add obliges die bashaw ot Suiakent 
which lies opposite to his dominions, to allow 
him one halt of the customs of thaf 3 Inland*, 
Bali abounds with gold and silver. The river 
Hawash erossfng t th^ffe territories, continues its 
courts eastward,'as d Joses ,itself in the &ndy 
deserts of Adel. « * "V/ 

The kingdom of Daijca/iTs hounded or* the 
cast by Adel and the nn nh country, aifcl on the 
north by the Red Sea. It is a'low and sfardy dis¬ 
trict, of small extent, and neither veil* culti¬ 
vated nor inhabited. The king is a Mahometan,* 
but always in strict alliance ahd fiicndship wfth 
the Abyssimaft monarch, to whom he i$ tn&itary. 
The inhabitants are black. It has no port, ex¬ 


cepting *bhe Bay m£ Biiur, which rs in latitude 
*$L3 degrees 3 minutest When the Indian trade 
flourished, the revenue of the king of Dancadi, 
principally *krose from # furnishing ♦ inj£Ts for 
transporting merchandise to* the several parts***f" 
Africa. Their commerce idfenow confined to the 
carri^geiof lyicks of Solid(orTossil silt, which 
is dug iVbm pjts in their CwV country, and juVjl 
df Abyssinia instead of siWer«currcncy, After 
carrying theft] from the sea 1 coast llirough the dry,* 
and burnin^ctesens, at the risk ol being murder 
by the' Gallas, they deliver them at the nearest 
fnarket in the high lands, for a moderate and rc 2 *\ 

bona£l£ 
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sonahfe profit? There are only two sip all rivers of 
fresh wateto in the whole kingdom ; and these are 
not visible above ground in the hot and dry sea- 
. sons: fDuritig the periodical rains, they are much 
swollen byjthe Water which falls down the sides 
of tjieirnoyntains and the high lands of Abys¬ 
sinia! aid then ran with a cijrrcnt into the sea. 
The.wafer of the wells is brackislj antLimwhole- 
^5iri^.^and nevei used except «in absolute ne¬ 
cessity ; and sometimes they are obliged to 
leav^rfee country, in quest of water for them¬ 
selves, 4 ind pasture for their miserable goats and 
.sheep. The inhabitants *ire idlg and indigent* 
andlistrustful of all Eurcfpesms, butfespecidlly 
of the Portuguese.^ • 

^EtTfON II. 

r 


* djan* 

: # TIftS country is bounded on the north by 
tlifi gulph of liabehnandel; on* the east by the 
Jndu% Ocgan ; on the south by Ziyiguebar ; and 
on the west by Abyssinia and regions unknown: 
it extends from the 12th degree of nort^ latitude 
to the equator. The situatiofi sufficiently indi¬ 
cates that the climate is excessively hot; and Ilf 
m-u^^la£ es the cou ntry is a barrgi and sanay 
desert ^specially cm <he east, where it pro# 
duces neither*corn }<or fruits, and only wild ani¬ 
mals. Ihy; m*tlie*io,<nberp parts the soil is fertile* 
ai.ui the people are gaiyxierous and corhrwcrcial. 
Along this part of t^e coast#the inhabJt*unts 
mostly white, wifh li^ng black hair, but assume 
t more tawny appearance towards the*south. 
The Bedouin Arabs constitute the m#stnurtierous 

body 
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body of th$ natives; but thers areWny negroes 
who live and intermarry‘with thenrf, and are 
reckoned a very brave and warlike rice. Tl^ese 
latter carry on a considerable tramc wijruthe, 
former, which consists of-jgcobU sl^es, horses, 
and ivory, that/they br, ■ ul Ahpsynia, 
whither they repay for the ^ plunder* 
Being Mahometans or Bod* - ^the^ jpe no 
less hostile to •Europeans ’1 ii» o tht« xV5vs- 
sinians, and carefully guard iLv entrance into 
that country* lest foreigner* ,:t i *id be «aIW m 
to defend that empire iro'n jw mcuisions and 
depredations. 9 

This tiact is divided ui- eral e^^nsi^e 
kingdoms; the most / .bi, of which are 

Adel, Magadoxa, and y* 

\ 

€ECT1 ** 


THE kingdom of « bounded on she 
north by the straits of B,.' ‘ 1 ’del. its greatest 

extent from east to wt * v , posed to be one 
hundred syid sixty lea* •* s id its least from 
north to south about • v* It contains se- 
V ral cities, theprmcip; ^ areZeilaand 

Barbora. The most c h ‘ .Me pWce on the 
la stem coast is Asum, • * i abounds with prr 
visions and other refres* ,.e;- or mariners, but 
has no haven. Cape (s i‘s supposed ti# 

be the A romSta of PtV-’*; > »’id lies oppcfc^^e 
‘ the island df Zoeom ' m * 

Zeila is situuted in a *, u bay to the south-,, 
east of the myith of th v_ n ■?» of BahelmandeK 
in 11 clegre& 10 minut* $ * f u'-rth latitude, and 
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44- decrees $6 nfnutes of eastern longitude from 
London. • It id supposed to be the Avarita of 
Ptolemy, jjind retains something of its ancient 
grandeur. Jit is a regular and*populous place, and 
carri^ on \ lucrative trade, the haven being spa¬ 
cious J^nd commodious. The^nerchandise, which 
is cjrntd into the Abyssinian empire, and also 
that which is consumed in the kingdom of*Adel, 
pA&d<tahrough this town, the revenues of which 
are considerable. The soil in the neighbourhood 
of is sandy and barren, and all the fresh 

water is fetched from a distance of two miles. * 
Barbora stands at the Jjottompf a ba*, on ait 
is!al!d.of the same name $»and has sflways been 
the commercial riValc/Zdtla, and is mucfh fie- 
qnested by piercl^nts. This place was plun¬ 
dered and bunit By the Portuguese fleet, who 
expectej to find -considerable, spoil, but were 
disappointed. The isfcmd is feitile, and pro- 
; cjuces plenty of corn, fyuits, and cattle, a great 
pgrt of which is exported into t>ther countries. 

Thp principal trade of Adel consists of gold- 
dust, elephants’ teeth, frankinegnse, ^nd ne¬ 
groes ; which being^caryed to the pprtof Zeila, 
are bartered for cotton «clofh, silk, linen, an£~ 
vaikms personal decorations. Jr^ 

The A^lclites aie slout and warlike, and fight 
\rith wonderful intrepidity against the Aby#- « 
simians, as well on account of their religion, as 
m hopes pf, plunder A th§ former being all Ma¬ 
hometans, and the latier infinitely theij inferiors 
id valour and discipline ; and for several „ 
turies the Abyssinian monarchy had no other 
•'^nemies so powerfujfand inveterate. Thit which 
tnost alarmed andnerrified the Adelite princes 
^ild their allies, afapthe submission of the Abys- 

Ee slnian 
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sinian church to the see of Rim^j which they 
feared would engage all European power's to 
attempt the subversion of Mahometanism a^d 
heathenish superstition, and the repuctipn, of 
their dominions under the Ethiopic wake. ,Mea¬ 
sures were therefore taken so effectually {hat 
if the alliance between the Abyssinian iwonUrch 
and the European ^powers had continued, and 
these last had sept a great reinforcenient •men 
and arms, they would have found it difficult to 
land on any part of the coast, and whqUj^im- 
C practicable to penetrate into the empire o£Abys- 
sinia. * f 

This kingdom t wa* founded by one pff the 
princCs of the imperial fd*mly/)f Abyssinia, who, 
having escaped from (he rocVy prison in which 
these unfoi tunate persofts were confined, took 
refuge in the province of ridel, and besought 
the protection of the kingsoF i eila, who, on his 
conversion to Mahometanism, gave hiih hj^ 
daughter in marriage. After the death of l^s 
father in law, he united both into onejeingdom. 
Being an apostate and persecuted, he had two 
motived for entertaining a mortal hatred to his 
^former couhtrymeii; ana his hatred transmitted 
~ iL his descendants, is the more formidable as it 
is advantageous to them, j? * * <*-*-*' 

e We have already had oomsion to menticn somg 
of the actions of the kinds of Adel. Granha, 
one of the princes of thw kSigdcm, wju^iaherited 
the mosf irreconcilable Aversion * towards -ajl 
-^Jiristifins, and especially towards the Portu¬ 
guese, was the most formidable enemy they had 
to encounter, after landing fji these parts. Bein^ 
apprised of *he approach ofljheir fleet, he made 
the necessary preparations fijr stacking them ox\ 
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their"arrival. Accordingly, sixtyi>f their com¬ 
pany hating lent the fleet, and gained the shore 
in^a boat fancied in a cregjk near the port of 
, Zeilf, whfere they were ready to perish with heat 
and Wrought. One of the king’s commanders 
piWpsed, that if they would deliver up their 
arms, ^he would supply thegi with victuijs and 
eve^ other necessary. Their condition being 
desperate, they hesitated not Vo accept the pro¬ 
posal ; whioh they had no sooner done, than they 
wosadm mediately put to death. * # 

Tho Portuguese commander orderecLhis sol- 
djers to go on board same light vessels which 
belS ngpd to the fleet, wifli All possThle ycrecy 
and dispatch, hnd at th$ nead of six hundred 
arijied men vent a*? shore, during tflp night, and 
seized the avenues which the enemy might 
endeavour to make their escape. The baharn- 
agash* marched diredfiy against the Portuguese, 
by wnom he was shot > and a number of Turks 
who came to his assistance \ferl immediately cut 
to pieces.® The discomfited king*no sooner reco¬ 
vered from his panic, than he collected all his 
own forces, and those of his^llies, «md resolve^ 
to obstruct the passage flf the Portuguese armfF- 
through his donqniojti. But whilst these ^re- 
p<iiarton% were maki Jg to impede the progress of 
the entmy, # they hJK reached the borders flf ' 
Abyssinia, and werl met by the queen, who 
came td *esc?>r;t tmd mcoompany jhen^ on their 
march. Gianha, hptiever, sent to inform them, 
tftat the territory throjngh wtiich they had paS§C# 

* “ That country round by Cape Guardafui, and south 
Yowaids Soiala, along tie Indian ocean, ty|;s long governed 
T>v an officer called bah&nagasli, wlucli implies lung oj the 
'H~rnnit " Rr f 

E e 2 belonged 
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belonged to If m 5 that, if they tfpull consent to 
enlist in his service, they thould fee received as 
friends and allies; but ii they refjhsed his offets, 
he commanded thezil immediately to depar^is 
^dominions, otherwise they would be oonsidfcred 
as invaders, and put to death. / 1 

This haughty message provoked an anjw of of 
the Portuguese ^omihander, which expressed a 
Contempt of the k»ng of Adel, and a “derijifOh of 
his offers and threats. An engagement, there¬ 
fore, ensued, ir which both side* fough^wjth 
£reat bravery, and both generals were wounded. 
This incident proved favourable to the Portu- 

f uese, whoiii the Moorish army greatly outnf-iffl- 
ered^and had surrounded oh all sides. r i'he 


fall of their general, arid the \\pcessity of his re¬ 
tiring to a * neighbouring hill, where his wound 
might be dressed, disconcerted the Adeiites so 
much, that they faced a&out, and retreated to 
their commander. * 

Granha was no^swner recovered of his wounch 
than he marched to attack the Portug/iese^witu 
the flowpr of his horse and foot, which amounted 
to twice their former number. The onset was 
Various and dreadful o» both sides; but the fire 
oi^lthe enemy’s artillery did such execution, that 
the* Moorishtroops begai^ to* retire; and tluT 
•Portuguese having strewefy the ground with a 
quantity of gunpowder, they were greatly an¬ 
noyed in their retreat. , A^Jgrestf: ^uanben of the 
Moors haj! thefrr legs an detect terribly scorched 
burnt; and bemg wholly ignorant of tl* 
cause, they ascribed this dir» effect to the agency 
of somf infernal power, wljiich contributed to. 
complete their confusion and^ruin. The field oil 
battle was covered with the 66UUuul the d) ing y 




.and, at^ength, both |:he Moorish horse and foot 
.gave way; aAd 'Granha recreated to a neigh* 
Souring hill^nd left the memy once more in 
phslssion of victory. 4 

<Aanha having lost a great number of men 
ai^j l^prses in this defeat, applied to the grand 
seignor for a reinforcement of both* afid, the 


more 'effectually to accomplish his purpose, he 
sent ^considerable quantity of gold to the Porte, 
and to Zebid^the bashaw, who then commanded 
in*tfu? neighbouring government. In the mean 
time,*he remained on the hill, with thfc broken 


r^viaint. of his army ; v^ils^ tht Portuguese, in 
ordef*to avoid a surprise, gained witl# much 
difficulty the summit of ft high and rocky moun- 4 
tato, where ^hey TauiAed their camp. 

No sooner had tile king of Adel received the 
reinforcements ft-om^Jfebid, which consisted of 


six hundred Turks, two hundred horsemen, and 


ten pieces of cannon, flian Jie 4 esolved to attack 
fhe enerrp T, s entrenchments ; whilst, on the other 
han£ a proposal was made m a council of the 
Portuguese troops, and approved byjrfuch the 
greater majority, to sulpri & the Moorish camfr ^ 
during the night, as^he only expedient lefwjfcr 
escagmg out of*th«r territoiies. 'I he Portu¬ 
guese £cfinmander, fcwever, would not accede* 
to the proposal, anefthis refusal occasioned the 
total cjpfeau of Jjis voops, and the loss of his 
own life? \ • • • 

• The Abyssinian rymarc|j haying ^opn , 
joined the few Portuguese that escaped, was ie- 
solved to attempt t Me recovery li>f som» of the 
provinces which hJa been conqu?r§d by Granha. 
The king of Adgi/'jpn his part, made every pro. 
per and^lT&cessary* preparation for a vigorous 
* Ee3 opposition, 
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opposition, afid was encamped on 1 a spacious 
plain, with a high and steep iftouirtainfoetwcei^ 
nim and the Abys\ ; nian army.Ajtie did nrfl, 
Jbowever, guard the passes, but confided in*a 
stratagem, which he expected would havt&ac- 
complished the utter ruin of the enemy. jf&e 
Portuc^ie^ and Abyssinians having witl/much 
difficulty gained the summit of the mountain, 
perceived it abandoned with prccipitatibh by 
the inhabitants, who had left a quantity of wine 
and provisions, which they found to be poisoned. 
The stratagem was soon detected, and tht pro¬ 
visions wcrckdesfro^ed^ 1 During the night 
encamped on the bumcnt, c and thq next cU} had 
a full view of the Moorish army, which ad¬ 
vanced to the foot-of the viouiftain, s.nd insulted 
them with curses and menace^. * 

These threats intimidi^pd the young*princc 
and his unwarlike followers, who would gladly 
have avoided an (yigagerfient, had they not beew 
obliged to follow the Portuguese in their d<5- 
scent, lest they Should be deprived of tffese^iuxi- 
liaries. 'GranJfa perceiving theii approach, ap¬ 
peared atth^head of hii troops, mounted on a 
stettely horse, with a Tur^ on each side. The 
Portuguese, who led the i an,* suffered him to 
advance sufficiently ne:ir, t ^'hen he w e | a imme¬ 
diately shot dead, to the terror and surprise of 
his forces ; and the next iischargij made such 
havoc and destruction, *th A the whole? Moorish 
jrmy was # thro\yn into thefitmost confusion, an^l 
quickly ^abandoned the fie^J ofi battle and the 
camp to the victors. Aftd^ this successful ac¬ 
tion, the Ab^sinian monarch was easily induced 
to pursue his good fortuneJ^nd by the assi\t- 
ance-of his European auxiliaries) r xie icduced un- 1 



er 
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de£ his subjection several other Valuable pro* 
Jirrflces, which Griinha had wrested from him, 
'Whilst he irti'i thus successfully employed* a 
ufesfege was brought him from the newly elected 
*ip g&of Adel, advising him not to be too much* 
eJ^jpd with his victory, since he would find his 
successor able and ready to Revenge tl^e death of 
the Lite ninnuich. This whs fio sooner made 
know*A to the king of Abyssinia, than he march* 
ed his troops with the greatest secrecy and di$* 
pXielt, and attacking the enemj before they ex¬ 
pected his approach, a furious and obstinate en- 
•ji,. gement ensued, m ^ich the N£porish army 
was fiefeated $nd put*to flight, and the Adelite 
nwnaich lost his life. (Df other kings of Adel, 
hfttory has*iecoiti.ed nothing worthy of notice, 

#9 

• s^rioN 


Magadoxp and Brava . 

*- THE next considerable kingdom in the dis- 
tric^of >1j.m is Magadoxa, which lies contiguous 
to Adel, and extends to the coact of Zanguebar* 
The capital of this kingdom obtoizft the saiqp 
name, and is situated at the head of a largeJj^y* 
formed by the motrifa of a river, which ha£ an 
anniial ♦inundation familar to thSit of the Nile. 
This ffver fertilises flie soil, which produces gr&ft 
quantities ^of whej|, barley, and a variety of 
fruits; • and tfib, country aboimds ,wijh oxen* 
Jiorses, sheep, and ^her animals. * 

The city of Magffioxa iS a place ofgVeatffccfln- 
merce, being muS resorted tv from tfie coun¬ 
tries of Arabia, |ndia, and monv other parts; 
from whence the>‘nerchants import cotton* silk* 
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stuffs, and drfigs, which they exchange with th^ 
natives for gold, ivory, wax, and other produp*. 
tions of their country. 

, This kingdom is chiefly inhabited by Mhh*o* 
metans, who came and settled here during the 
reign of the caliphs. There are, however, <j g*at 
numbev of BedouinjArabs, who believe in hea¬ 
thenish superstitions. The king and his court 
profess Mahometanism. The inhabitant* vary 
m their complexions, from white to Seep black , 
but they all spedk the Arabic tongue. Th^ylfie 
Stout and warlike, and make use of poisonld ar¬ 
rows and lances.* # • + m 

On the southern extremity of M^gadoxifls the 
republic of Brava, which, for any thing we 
know to the«contmry, isnn phique\>n this con¬ 
tinent. It was founded by frven Arabian bro- 
iliers, who fled thither to^ivoitl the tyrafmy of 
Lacah, a petty sovereign of Arabia Felix ^and 
is a most delightful and convenient situation/ 
being a narrow country, confined on each side? 
by a river, or Father by two branches of the 
same stn»am. • 

This republic is ofvci^r inconsiderable extent, 
atidiits chief dependence is on its capital, which 
is situated at the mouth of \ river, about onf de- 
Ajjee to the north of the ^luator. Ttfi^city is 
large and populous, the lihabitarrts of which 
are chiefly merchants, thef descendants «of the 
Arabs, jvhn cawy on a lucrative and Extensive 
trade in £old, c silver, sill, cotton, elephants* 
t&th', drugs, and gums. Vhe houses are large 
and elegant, aitd the placets strong and well 
fortified, and Js* One of the rnpst celebrated an$ 
frequented marts on the wholEs^oast. Both the 
cit^ad republic are governed b3^w?lvejQja- 

g*istrates. 
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gistrttes, elected from the principal families of 
' the founders,. to \rhojn the dispensation of jus* 
and the management of public affairs are 
wjiojly committed. The nsltives are chiefly Ma* 
Naoir^tans, but under the protection of the Portu^p 
gVf*se government, to which they nay a small 
annual tribute. 


CHAP. Vi; 

The Kingdoms and States pn the Cpast of Zangucbar. 

•• * «, 

npHIS coast is called%anguebar, from an 

, Arabia word signifying; black ; so chat it 
imports the Coast of the Negroes ; tfie inhabitants 
in general having aark complexions, rind thrift 
hair purled and woollf. It occupies a large ex* 
tent of the eastern coast of Africa, reaching 
£*om the equator to tweftty?three degrees of 
south* latitude, and from thirty-Iour to forty de¬ 
grees of east longitude from J^ondoxp It is 
bounded on the north«by £jan, on die east by^ 
the Indian Ocean, on the south, by the country 
of the Hottentot^, afld on the west by parts un¬ 
known ;#and is divrtied into several “kingdoms 
and stilles, vjho^e nagHes ate Melinda, MombasA,* 
‘Quiloa, Mosambiqoe, Sofola, Monomotapa, 
Monentagi,* and^Carrawa ; most of ^which are 
tributary to the Portuguese, though gavdfned by 
ffiany black priqces. 3 • • • m- c 

This tract of courjiry would bp intolerably hot 
and barren, did nofthe annual rains and*refresh- 
4 ing breeze* from the sea, with th^numerous ri¬ 
vers 
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vers that intersect it, serve to cool #ic air, and 
fertilize the soil. Vasco de^Gama, a Portuguese 
admiral, first discovered the coast of ZanguebaV. 
He had been appointed to the command of -a 
-Ueet intended to attempt the discovery or the 
East Indies, and falling in with this counti'y, 
was favourably received by the sovereign of 
Melinda,‘whose kingdom we shall first con¬ 
sider. 'i 

vSECTION I. 

Sm 

« Melinda . 

MELINDA, accsorfeing to the most general 
geographical divisions of'the earth, commences 
at the equator, and extends £0 thq river Qyil- 
jnanci, between the third and fourth degrees of 
south latitude. The coast tor the most .part is 
r dangerous and difficult of access, being full of 
rocks and shelves, and {he sea tempestuous at; 
certain seasons of th& year. The country, how. 
ever, in generqj, is rich and fertile,* md^pro¬ 
duces almost every necessary of life, except 
wheat ahd.iife, which j\re impoited from other 
'‘parts. It like\v,ise abounds with a great variety 
oPlruit-trees, roots, and plants. The melons 
are exquisite * and the citrpn-trees are, in 'such 
‘■profusion, that their odow|erous sweets-give a 
perpetual fragrance to the. air. There is alsc 
great plenty of venison* gaine > oxen; aiyi sheep, 

TheSitjir of Melinda is pleasantly situated on 
a beautiful plaits, surrounded by gardens ant! 
orchards, full q£ the most\delfcious fruit-trees, 
especially citro^ and orangey. The houses are 
nude oi stone, with fiat roofs, most of them 

— - large 
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largAni stately, and some t^uly st|perb in their 
external appearance, a„nd all of them richly fur# 
flishe^J; the inhabitants being chiefly opulent 
merchants, who carry on a considerable trade in 
Aold^copper, quicksilver, ivory, and drugs. The < 
gre atest inconvenience attending this capital, is 
the distance of the anchorage, on account of 
*the rocks and shelves, whieft^repder die access 
difficult anti dangerous. • 

The inhabitants are an assemblage of people 
.of .various complexions, blacky swarthy, tawny, 
or wlyte. The women are chiefly of an olive? 
colour. Their dress is remarkably elegant and 
pleasiyg, and consists of £ne«silk rolJes, fastened 
round them with rich gdld or silver gfrdles: 
they have also v$ils wmch cover their heads, 
ana gold collars aboftt their # neckT. The men 
wear kind of tid ban, wrought with silk an£ 

* gold : some are j am med from the waist doy^- 

• wardS with silk/md cotton stuffs, and have their 
Jpgs and feet Entirely bare- • Others wear short 
calic<^clo?J^ with swords and flaggers hand* 
somely ornamented. Every one is accoutred 
with a shield and weapons, wh*clj conlist of a 
bow^md arrows, scymitar, !md javelin ; in the 4 

# use of which they are very expert, being esteemed 
among tjie most 9 valiant and intropid people on 
the African coast. The inhabitants of Melinda 
•are said to be courteous and obliging ; free from 
fraud acyl dissimulation i sociable among them* 
selves, and friendly y? strangers.* \ • 

* Their religion is yariouely .described atyi 
thors, some rejffesenting it a^Mahometanism, 
. and others as Paganism ; and jj appedts there 
^are people of both persuasions. 5The Bedouin! 
i^ate a superstitions and ignorant race of idolaters; 

and 
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and the negroes ^are Mahometans but Reject 
some parts of the Koran, beipg a sejt not un-* 
like that of the rSadduc^s among the Jevtf.* 
Ever since the arrival of the Portuguese in {Jus 
j country, there has been a number of fymi.uy 
Catholics, who have erected seventeen churches 
or chapels in die capital; but they content 
themselves witji t^e free exercise ol their re-** 
ligion, without Compelling the natives t |o be¬ 
come proselytes. 

The government is monarchic a 1 , and the king, 
is held in such veneration and esteem by his 
subjects, that whenever ^he stirs out of his palace, - 
he is carried with great pomp m a sort of -sedan, 
on th!& shoulders of 'tsonte of the principal men 
of die kingdom. A°s he passes through the 
streets, incense and othef pci fumes are burned 
before him by a number of dies, who Welcome 
KiJti with songs of prac:, ccompamed with 7 
several kinds of musical instrul ;cnts. When hp • 
sets out on any'* particular expedition, and oji 
other public occasions, he appears'..Yumted on 
a stately horse, with a numerous retinue, at¬ 
tended by a great multitude of his subjects, who 
'rend the air with their acclamations. The priests 
and soothsayers dicn sacrifice a deer, over which 
the king leap? his horse thrice ; which l^eing per- 
rferroed, they pretend, from the inspection of hs 
entrails, to prognosticate the success of the un¬ 
dertaking or event; and should die ^monarch 
disregard‘thesB predictions, &e would rui the 
greatest-hazard*of losing the esteem and respect 
of his subjects this, however, Seldom happens; 
and it ‘seems more than probable that these 
prognostications are privately suggested by the,< 
fcingbimse#; to amuse the people and obtaic,» * 
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the appearance of a religiousisanction for what¬ 
ever mea^ires. he maj think proper to adopt and 

The kings of Melinda generally merit the 
penfidence, loyalty, and affection of their people,* 
by their constant application to public affairs; 
their* vigilance over their ministers, governors, 
and other magistrates ; theV % s^siduitty and at¬ 
tention, in hearing and receiving .the complaints 
of their injured subjects; thyw "impartial ad¬ 
ministration of justice; and their severity to # 
pei sofe of every description, who endeavour to 
mislead them by fraud or artifice. 

Wtejn any complaint isPpresentecPto thg king, 
the plaintiff is detained till the defendant, who 
is immediately summoned to suspeag, has heard 
his accusation and‘made his defence; and, the 
matter temg invgjp gated with the greatest afo 

'^rS^ntence is always awarded 
respect or partiality. The 
G^mpLiinantjffiust be proridefl with sufficient 
evidence substantiating the »facts alleged, 
othenvise he is immediately condemned f to die; 
but, it the accusation Ige fully proved, the of-^ 
fender 1S either directed*# mak<* restitution^or 
to suffer some adequate corporal punishment, 
according to the nature of his offence. Where 
the aggressor is a person of rank and cons#- * 
qucnce, the bastinado is generally inflicted by 
the king, hifnselfo after* which the qffender is 
ajfariCdVti.'iliyuficeJVed into favour, and the mo- 
nSrc^ dismisses him before she Whole coart with 
a charge to be more circumspect in his conduct 
for Ihe future, or more impartial in the ad* 
jnrfnistration of justice. These princes, though 
t ’Vol. Xll Jtt*- F £ fhranenr 
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formerly Ill-treated by the Portuguese, five at 
present with them on very fripndly teyns. „» 
The isle and kingdom oV Pate, on this j;oa«#Jr 
receive their denomination from the capital* 
which is situated about one degree of soutli latjfi 
tude, at the mouth of a commodious hay, called 
by the^Portuguese Bay a Fonnosa. Tli^s oity is 
large and popyloj^, has a convent nt harbour- 
and carries 01 ? <J ’ considerable ttvdfc wjih the 
neighl>ouringf4^tes that suriound it. The king 
of rate is a fylaflometan, and most of'hjs sub¬ 
jects profess the same religion. This ptfnce u 
tributary to thjf Portuguese, who exercise dcs 
potic auihtfnty over the lives and property oi 
the natives. Larno? Pimba, San/ibai, Qui 
rimba, Amfia, Anisa, and many other countries 
some of wHfth are only five or six leagues n 
^rcumfeience, n?erit no pa?Ocular description 
Ti'eir punces assume of kings, bu 

miny of them aie tributary tud'oitugal. 


SECTION II 
, Mombasa /\nd Quiloa. 

THE kingdoms of JNTombasa and QuilcVi are 
insular. The former is contiguous to JVJehndaJ 
efrom which it is separated fiy the liver (^yjlmancn 
The soil is exceedingly fruitful, *nd produce; 
rice, millet, and a variety cfjriutjtrcc 4 s. ''flic 
island ,vil?o abounds with^ p^nty 
poultry; * and Jvas many excellent splines «pi 
fresn water. The climate is temperate, anc. the 
air healthy ; ana the natives live to an advanced 
3ge, inr the ^joyn^nt of plenty combined vic^h. 

ta&iy' 
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' taste and ,elegance. Their biead consists of rice 
Njn^ millet* matte intq cakes, and mixed with 
sugafWjerbs, and other ingredients, which render 
ver^tg recable. Their tfsual beverage is a 
i\id of ^ecr made of honey, or of some kind 4 
/of fruity. Their oranges are of exquisite taste 
\md fl«v#oifrw Their cattle are well fed^ and the 
Country alymnds with every necessary of life. 

/ The* capi^ was formerly*jfri a peninsula, 
/whichj has been converter iftto an island. 
LTlfe Reuses ar£ built in the Italian manner, <* 
Utone temented with mortar, and embellished 
wvith cui ious paintings; end thecdijjces are con- 
tiguoif* to on^ another, %n5 have terraces, on 
which people may walk* from one end of the 
town to tho othef without interruption, It is 
defended by a strong citadel, into which the 
. Portuguese retiredfjvhen thef found the tow.«£ 
t n,o loiiger tenAW/out fiom which they vftr e 
afterwards dj£en by «n Arabian sheick, who 
STiade it thttjrace of his residence. The flagrant 
acts df o{5pression and injustice? of which the 
Portuguese were guilty, occasioned the*^ being 
expelled from this port psiiye whidi time, they* 
are dhly tolerated, a^iKve lik<* those of other 
^ilfctions, whom aoanmerce and the prospect of 
gain navt invited Jither. # m 

The natives $ire at? assemblage of people df 
various complexions, black, white, tawny, or 
swar thy** _ ss after the Ajabiaji n^anner; 

nany oP'tiw mefi are clothed in die richest 
t and/most costly ^stuff's and filks* whilst^the^Wp- 
menare habited in gold and silver tissue Tilt 
' fudfiture of their houses is no less elegant and 
/fySluable, and consists of carpets, paintings, 
angings. aiitFa vangt^of ornamgjt§^iinportea 

FfS froJtl 
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from Cambaya, Persia, and other cmmtriest lit 
this motley assemblage of Moors andC^ftres,Ma-/ 
hometans and Pagans, itwould be difficult tQ-gueft ' 
which weie the primitive people; but they J.re, 
all extremely affable and courteous to strangers^ * 
Of all the nations which have settled in the . 
inland part of this kingdom, the Imhii, ire the * 
most fferCc, baijiarous, and cruel/ utfhis savage 
people is suppq'.cy to be the progeny of* those , 
cannibals, that 'jjiabil the neighbourhood of the i 
Cape of Good, Hope. They live entir^y «by* 
Rapine and plunder; eat the vaptives th*;t fall 1 
into their hands • and cv 4 en their relations, whotpt 
they put to deathuwhen tliey are sick, iy*order 
that tfiey may regale on their' flesh. Their 
favourite beverage is human bloody, which they 
drink out of Skulls 'hat serve them for cups. 
They were formerly so powerful m thti king¬ 
dom, that their monarchs bring an army 
of Eighty thousand of thpm mt^obe field. t 
When they aie about to engri^ an enemy-, 
they cause whole herds of cattle to pftvede- them 
at the head of pheir ranks. These are followed 
by a ntimber of men, $vho carry fire in their 
hands; and this emblem signifies, that alKwho 
are'made prisoners, must expect to be roasted* 
and devoured Dreadful, indeed, is tke fate of 
those who fall into the hands of th k ese iflferciless 
cannibals, and that of the cciuitry through 
which they pass: everwman» 'ye ma^, artd child, 
is doomed to‘the most sloping--atfiu IW&hsan 
death; and every place to plundei, iin ; \anh 
desolation. Such is the terror they occasion, 
that on’their approach every one abandon styhis^ 
habitation and conceals himself. The Maftb-' 
ftetans have endeavoured to concert them, nb 

order 
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-qrdtr that diey might thjtslbfe civilized, or to 
'^tirpate |hem ; but in neither have they been 
sbccfctful: all they have beifti able to do is to 
expel Xem from their neighbourhood, and corn¬ 
el them to take refuge in the inland parts of 
/the country, where they themselves have never 
\been*atklcT:$penetrate, and where thejmbis oc- 
‘'cYipy vastrepems unmolested.^«They, neverthe« 
j}ess, sfcllat flknes make their s^pfcarance. 
i These monsters worship a 4 % ,d£ities their mo- 
narclj%, who aftStame the title of •emperors of th§ 
Vwhole*earth, anrnho even brave hca^n itself. 
/Their impiety is stfch, ,that whenJnoommoded 
by the. rain or the^sunfjthfey arrogant^ bend 
their bgws, and, in revenge, discharge their 
arrows, accompanied wjth impeten^ imprecations, 
against the sun and the firmament. 

Qmlfca receive*/ name^iiom its capital, 
whiclj stands island. The kingdom’ is 

" situated on vontmont over against it, am is 
about two jfjndred miles Tfrorh north to south, 
but it*ex#nt from east to west is unknown. It 


is divided from the island by a pairow jhannel, 
and the soil of both it so # nearly»th£ same for 
projjdce and fern lily.^JbM they lire suppos^f to 
V*ive been formgrlA united. The king and his 
subjetts Jtrc Mihnifctans; and the Complexion of 
the people i$rvaripu?, some being black, atfa 
others tawnyY a Ivy speak the Arabic tongue, 
and alsfj# scjmrallJther •languages, \ghich they 
lea Vv^Vom i ].dhs with whom tlfey traffic. 
*\ne/r dress is n^prly similat to ffiat of die inha¬ 
bitants of Mombasa, and greasy resembles that 
of tj)te Arabian Turks. The women wear brace- 
!\ft of ivory curiously wrought, ^*hich,' on the 
yfeath of a parent, husband, or npaj relation, 

Fi , thdjr 
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they break iivpfelep in token oi soraow; wwust 
the men, to express "their grief,. sh^ve their 
heads, and abstain<sfrom fodd. Quiloa is 
bited by the same wiriety of nations; qjpouiyds 
with the same productions ; and is enlivaried an# 
profited by the same commerce. 

The^capital is large, populous, and^r^v, built; 
and the ftouses f arc made of stoncgnd mortal 
and constructed**’?! the Spanish i 2 junnor <t On 
one side of tl*^town is the citadel,, wheqe ic- 
sides the Mahometan pr.nce : itfr* adorned with, 
stately towers, and surroundegfrwith a ditcji and 
other fortifications. Tfye coentry, though low ?< 
is pleasant; 'And tlic is temperate and 

healthy. 

The melancholy effects of 0 the de.potic syid 
imperious sway of the Poituguese are more vi¬ 
sible m Quiloa, than in JV?tWbasa Of theii 
arrival in these parts, thcvWHiv,; king.'., whose 
histpry is preserved, anjl \ r h\^ v Miecession is 
known. Hoshem, who reigned * •* Pei sia, left 
seven sons at his deatli ; one ot wii„«i, walled 
Hah, having been born of an Abyssinian slave, 
^and finding him sod despised by h’s brotheis, 
resolved to lea\*o that kingdom, and to see^ his 
fortune m a foreign countfp, Accordingly 
embarked with some friends^, ai>^ adventurers, 
ftifd enterb^ the bay of Q«ik(a, obtain*! leave 
from the Caifres to settle and foKi^y himself on 
that peninsula, of w hick he sp#n afj er ^sumed 
the sovereignty.* « ***^ ^~* mM **\x \ 

Nothing worthy o£*notice occurred durin^tftn 
reigns of Hali’s successors, till we come to the 
period in which. *h e Portuguese arrived ondhis 
coast, arid conquered these kingdoms. Disdain¬ 
ing to submit to foreigners, who, in the garb oil 

friends^ 
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and allies, endjuvynfred to tyrannise 
over every natiop, and tl usurp tine supiemacy 
"Of >*very* state,, these prince^ took up -arms to 
c^pelVhe invaders from tljpir coast. The Por- 
. ^uguesl, however, under the command of Al- 
nicjja, the admiral of the fleet, having landed, 
t nia$cfyA! .towards the city of Quiloa, which w r as 
•^*o sooner j^Hjcei ved by the natives, tha* atiandoii- 
. mg ;hc fo'llii they sought s$£$y in flight. At* 
* v mey/a, ho;\\ver, sent to recal f iy citizens, w r ho, 
•<*n uieir arri«k<L fell on thcir«kees, and implored 
his njercy and ra^rdon ; but raising them up, he 
^assured them tfltv had nothing to *feur l’rom 
him. On the conVarv»tli£y ought, he said, to 
be thankfulffli theil^leh^eiancc from rtie usur¬ 
pation of a ciue^ann pAfidious tyrant, and for 
thejcstoration of-tlilft-liberty an<i. independence, 
by tltf kindness^)/ king Eyianuel, Vho was a 
most powerful benevolent prince. As a 
# proof of the*jfj^smgs they might promise t^iem* 
.selves undjp the protection*oi the king, his 
masfceiW« T e would raise M.thmud Ancon to the 
10} al diginty, whose afFcction, fidelity, and con- 
dut t, they had so long and so < 5 f ten experienced. 
Accordingly, to conc^iuft th^ scene with th€ 
- greater splendor, Vtf saluted hirn king of Qtuloa, 
anc$ pl.yed a .anrpn of gold upoij his head ; im- 
posing*on him, lloivver, at the same timc^an 
annual aiid obliging liim to behave, in 

all oefyer ycspe^ll, as. a faithful vassal of the* 
For’^-in.^ m unjir cii. • \ • 

. ^ ^Sut before Almeyda deputed frojji Quiloa, 
Mah'mud Ancftn, so far fi om being elated with 
hy new situation, took an opportunity of di- 
"’-rc^ting hiimelf of the regal dignity in favour 
^of)a son of the deposed monaich, and thus ex- 

' hibvted 

* 
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hibited the mpst lifiqmivocal demonetratiodVqf, 
loyalty and respect for the royal family. Thd\ 
good understanding which ’seemed to exis^'be- r 
tween the Arabs ard Portuguese was/'aft*r 
the departure of the admiral, converted intjr 
djstrust and resentment. The latter deprive/ 4 the 
Quiloans of the most advantageous **f 

their trad<?; and c the commerce, r»«Ahat coas^ 
and with the adjit.&t islands, was almost wholly 
interrupted, and •‘the natives became- cjmtCT im¬ 
poverished ; whilst 'the Portugue 4 ^ obtained mr - 
men^e riches, by their tyrunny^and oppre«Aon. 
This conduct excited the indignation and veil-, 

f eancc of thd 1 inh.ib'taffts against the hiryg of 
'ortugal, who vias obliged o withdraw his go¬ 
vernor and gainsog from tf s kingdom. 

From Quiloa Almeyda failed to Momb’sa, 
and having, after considerablodSivmr and d/ nger, 
succeeded in obtaining possd^Mjhi the capital, 
an A^ab was sent from the mona^p* with a flag 
of truce ; proposing that the king w£ «ld become 
subject and tributary to Portugal, on*0bvidi't ion 
that the city should be exempted liom plnndei ; 
and requesting an interview .with the admiral, 
and that hostages’ might given foi his ^afa^y 
and security. Almeyda seerh'd at Hist willing 
to agree to the-proposal, but l*auf htily * eluded 
tef *3end any other hostage* tlfan ? 4 is gauntlet. 
31lis being rejected, he wishd'l tMulil also his 
heltnet. These not beington sirred Vs sufficient 
pledges, Stnof the king not ap peeving, .'ae'soTd ers 
began'onturmur, And demanded either to plunge? 
the city, or to attack the monarch in liis en¬ 
trenchments. The latter being considered 
dangerous and Kirfli cult enterpri/e, Almeyda uls J 
lowed them the former. The soldiers had >h> ' 
' ' soodcr 
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obtained their pugpjse, and plundered 
tfihoown# thin die commander ordered them to 
'set uym fire in*three different parts, which was 
actord^igly executed and the city consumed. It 
v.ms. however, afterwards rebuilt, cjuickly re* 
sum\i its ancicut grandeur, and is now well 
pyijfled. v JVlombasa and Quiloa have be^i moie 
^retjuendy '^verned by the saji*e monarch, than 
sep.’ryted aJ^l divided into two distinct sove- 
Veis^if its. 
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SECTION lit 
T osAntique. * 

MOSAMElQUEyis j* very small is&nd, si¬ 
tu ited about two milk from die continent, and is 
ngrc than si^nyiskct shots 7n length, and 

, however, of singular im- 
the Portuguese in Hading 
a^d if wrested from t^iem 
•by any EpJjpean power,*thefy would scarcely 
be alifetR carry on that extensible commerce ; it 
being almost impossible to continue their voyage 
to that country, without si^h a pkic# of refresh¬ 
ment and lefuge. ( ft,, also semes to keep many 
Imigdoms in av^e,, noth along the coast ana the 
adjacent islanis, £vlnch are either allies or tri¬ 
butaries; asedurtfs to them the free, if i?o\ 
the sole cor/mcr«fe with Sofala and Monumo- 
tapa. •• y *] • 

Jpc soil lT *brf/isbind is sandy aAd*barrcn ; 
*anc. the refreshments it afforA to the •voyagers 
that stop here, are procured £*om the continent, 
,\vj/ere they are produced in great abundance, 
# '«ud from whence the water that H> made use of, 

if l r 

is ^dso received. The bay, which serves for a 

haveu 
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haven both f&r tnefismd and continent, is 
and convenient, and fias seldom less than ej\'lit' 
or ten fathom depth of water, which is so'clear 
that every bank, r 8 ck, and shallow, /iay be 
Easily discerned. The city of Mosamniqu; is 
beautifully situated, the houses are w^ll ifedt, 
especially the churches and convei/sT aVtd r'f e 
fort or castle is^c.bout a musket-ffthr, from tfe. 
town. This fortress, which is exceedingly ?*rong ( 
and well contrived, is of a square form, ^ach 
corner of which Is flanked by /^bulwark 
several pieces of artillery, wh^A are a sufficient 
defence for the town and thtpharbour. 

The ^country abobr3s w&h vast quantities of 
cattle. It also contains tAcIi mines of • gold ; 
which is also washed down*' ! y fhe rivers in gr< it 
quantities,-and forms a considerable part ffiiinir 
Commerce. Ivory, ebony, ancf battle, 

are likewise exchanged for Eufe?' l, an goodc, as 
littlef'bells, knives, scissars, See. i/ors are ,o 
much valued by them, that fifteeh'^^ows^bave' 
been given for dhe. The Portuguese/of whom 
phey arq much afraid, are the only Europeans 
^admitted into 1 their cea-jports, and to all others 
they cefuse access. Thfc-nnrives, however, 
extremely jealous of those Y < * torv » * n w\ioiu p " 
they put no confidence, but maf e tV 

« r* % m- • « f * II 
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by means of Moorish factors. jBerdes tfie com. 
*modities already mentioned, tne Pel pigqese ex¬ 
port fropi thence silver, coppcfi wa rfro- and 
other provisions. v ‘ ****""’' v 


v « 


Mozambique abounds with a great variepy^of 
wild becsts, as &ags, boars, and elephants, 
which are extremely fierce and destructive. r l^e^ 
woods are likewise filled with all kinds of gamt\ ^ 
find Jiarticulgdy with a s^v v of wild poultry jlot 

unite 
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unlUpfc the commoj and Aimepnes in England, 
i^Tmuch larger^ The fl^slr of tftese fowls has 
v aiNexquisite taste and flavour, affords very 
wholesome nourishment, and is frequently eaten 
without any inconvenience. 

TBhcAa tives are fierce and barbarous. They 
all/Vo naked, both men and women, with a 
J^j& ht fcovttfiijg of cotton cloth across j:hff waist. 
jSIo humansfy’exists among these negroes : fa- 
,thers^ell thl : r children, ancf children their fa- 
iherd mother^ -sisters, and brothers, for a knife, 
a few* glass beat? *, or such like? trinkets. They 
l carry on perpetua^, war with each other} and eat 
the flesh of their f "iscfti^rs. ftla^ery is, there- 
1 fore, *? condition no Ways»dreadful to them. 

They wear collars,jmd»bracelets on their arms 
anfl legs, iftade oT glid, silver, wory, coloured 
glassier other wi./erials, according* to their 
t ank and degree * ; -junfe. They fix pieces of gold, 
ambtfr, or bo j/* ..‘under the lower and above the 
Jjpper lip, tvV'make them 0 prqject, and render 
them They also paint their bodies with 

a kind of red earth, especially against their 
meetings and festivals: this gives them f. horrid 
appeal ance, though thljr tsteem^it a mark of 
epefuige and fierceness*. Their* usual weapons 
are bows, arroyrt, hatchets, and daggers. Some 
say that^ they are* idolaters and Mahometans $ 
whilst othertf gffi, m that, like the rest of the 
Caffies* they fhnveno rejigion, but observe somei 
supeist T t*o’^ cust'cym, not worthy of tl ^2 name 
o£*\voi ship, 'liiey nave qp trades, nor manu* 
Facfrttpes. The celebrated Vasco de Gam^was 
the^fiist Euiopean that discovered this country, 

•"which he landed after doulJUqg the jCape of 
iJo vd Hope. 
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SECl'IOH IV. 

'Sofala. 

IN the southern part of the coast of Zs&gg£har 
lies Sofala, a kingdom that produces ,snch/^»st 
quantifies of gold, as to favour a suj^Sshion t^’:.. 
it was the Ophif' \j£ the inspired w, iters, ^froni 
whence king %)lomon annually recpiyed soVnuch* 
of that valuable metal. This kingoom, wliicfk-e.Sfc. 
lends from the seventeenth to* the twenty filth 
degree of south latitude, is branded on the east, 
by the Indian sea, aqd on'tto? west by the empire* 
of Moifomotapa ; and'is soy en hundred and filly 
leagues in circumferente. g ^ 

The climatey soil, and pfrVulucc of the coyntry 
greatly resemble those of Zfnvuebar, excCnt that 
the air is more temperate, aniQbtg and considei- 
ably richer in rice, millet, anaWaui age. * But 
between Cape Coriantes'and theCivei Spiritu 
Sancto the giound is most fi uitful, ait*»jrh*,cnun- 
try is stocked with numerous herds of all sorts 
of cattl^Elephants appear in huge droves; 
and, as they are £ the principal food ot the n.ifiv es, 
four-or five thousand are annually killed 
consumed. That part of the feuntry ^vluJi is 
fivcludcd between Cape Corulnte* and the nver 
Cuama, is mountainous, and rbinFds with large 
woods ; while the vallies, b^Jng \t itered by a 
number offsprings and rivu lV^b . arc* extiemely 
luxuriant and delightful. * 

The natives of Sofala are in general tall*, gen¬ 
teel, and black complcxioned, with short cirled 
hair; and arq raid to be affable and courteous, 
^specially those that reside near Cape Coriantes. 

,The 
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The^ijitial dr^ss is la. piece oj siller cotton wrap- 
pad round the .wailt, and exjgrilmg ft) the knees* 
Witffbut aAy other‘covering whatever; but the 
more affluent wear tut bans. They decorate 

g l>r?s with rings of gold, silver, amber, or 
d be ids, according to their rank and con- 
in life. Those on the coast speak the 
thngi^ and also undei stand the language 
Caffres and Portuguese.^ • 

% ThcV bicad is a composition of jr ice and mil- 
‘their dia'nk is a spccios of beer made of 
the saljie gram. ' They have gft?at plenty and* 
Jww/ety i>f fish anu, flesh ; but the elephant is 
fsteemed the most tf licJbps food. * Honey is in 
such anundanc®, tliat*®iuch of it is sufftied to 
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ir cotton wrap- 


waste, and the pe^lejgat+icr it for the purpose 
of extracting the wax,Minch tlfby barter for silks 
and painted cottonc./Their clncf commerce is 
with the inhaa^td its of Mosambique, Quiloa, 
Momltasa, and)? xelmda, who inipoit a variety 
of stulfs, whs* a yiey cfchapgc/or gold, iv^*y, 
wax, aT**ig^d)crgris; and the Sofalans generally 
carry those stuffs to Monomotapa, where they 
sell them to great advantage. • ^ 

Be spies the gold dia&n •from Monomotapa, 
jii^ftmgdom of Sol ala contains several very con¬ 
siderable mines, df that precious metal, which 
yield upqp an'average about two millions qf* 
metiguls yeaf^y* e.idi metigul being valued at 
fourteen* TW^ch li/rcs;,to wliich amount the ' 
merchants r/Mecq\Jso export gdld d^st*in one 
se&jon, during a time of peqce. Jndced, plen- 
tj^a^a^id pure is*tlns dust, that the soldiers*are 
paid'With it just as it is gathei^d. * 

J The metropolis of this kmgd^ip, before the 
arrival of the Portuguese, was an inconsiderable 
Vol. XHL Gg town. 
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town, containtfig af few il|-Constructed ‘Roust's, 
and circuiftscrmeJ^mly witi a quickset hcylgo. 
•Since that time, however* it has befcn fortified 
and greatly improved, and was denominated 
Cuama, from the name of the river, at the irfougT 
of which it stands; but that name has ^savui 
into disuse, and both mariners and geographers 
give It tdie ancient appellation ofJSoi^),!* 

At the first arrival of the rortuguese,tJip 
people had ijo other ■warlike weapons thSim jave¬ 
lins, scymitars, hows and arrows, hatchers. -/m l 
.daggers; but'they are notv/taught thef aise of 
small-aims and artillery, j£he king maintj/tis 
avast numhef ot fo/ries-^but the Por^uguesi), 
employing vessels of obfc4 rv atum fur tile osten¬ 
sible purpose of prelenthigr wh*Lt they term an 
illicit trade, l:eejf the wlK^e kingdom completely 
in aw*e. • ^ \ *• (t • 

The Arabs having been seltV.d on tnis coast 
for some centuries, the king iml the principal 
peVsons of the £Oiij;t afe desfertfpd from thjit 
race, and profess Mahometanism. other 

natives retain* their primitive customs, Loth in 


civil $nd religious matters, and are said to ac¬ 
knowledge and pay adoration to one Sijpreme 

* Being, whom they call Mo/imo, but abhor^jid- 
detest the idolatrous ntcs of’ llw? other African 

• pegroes, and make use ol peitlier\dols v *?ltais, nor 
sacrifices in their worship. r JT*elr'allow a poly* 

> gamy of waves, and adultery is tWisidtfred as a 
capital! offence, and punish ej\y iih such severity, 
that a plan found fitting on a sofa or mjt in 
conlpany with a married womun, is continent"* 
to suffer death. ‘’No woman can be married, till 


XKUEure.indic3tfe& maturity; at which time the pa¬ 
rents invite tneir friends and relations to partake 
of a feast, and receive their congratulation** 
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They perform 
>jrfcTi^es on jhe first? sixth 
sixteenth days of* the moon ; when they make a 

S menil oblation to thair deceased friends, 
up petitions to them for their assistance ■ 
:ction. These supplications being finish- 
feast very heartily on what had*been 
No ti*e dead, and thu* concfude the 
sjotgmmty On these occasions^ they always ap¬ 
pear in white»garments, • 

* ,3 Frahfesco Gift; a was the first •Portuguese na- a 
N igaior^tfiat touched at Sofala. He hack the ad- 
'Ve‘Sa* tq engage in If s irgerest a courtier called 

J acote,%whom lje sent to fljefcing (whose jiame 
as Jusef, and who, through extreme age, Had 
lost his sight), to l^qi^st the permission of the 
inbnrflMi ^or erectiqg jii fortress near tjie city, 
jwhich life was Visferucied to affirm would be of 
the ntjnost ad*A ,ntage as well to the natives as 
h tothe Portuguese. 13y.tlic intercession of jjiis 
ntblcmari, thi Pcfrtuguese obtained their desire, 
though TITS strongest and most froquent remon¬ 
strances were made against this destructive mea¬ 
sure by several of the royal fynily.'* Ifi phrticu- 
lar^J^Ingo Musaf, son-in-iaw of the king, aryl a 
brave and politic prince, urged to the aged mo¬ 
narch his apprehensions of the coifsequence of 
the rcrcptjQii and admittance of these strangers? 
amHjf J.hc permission he had granted of fortify- 
ing them^lvfcs in the kingdom. , # 

' old king cnJtft&oured to dispel the fears 
of his son-in-law, hy telling Him,* 4 You Will per¬ 
ceive ^tifoe heat and atmosphere «of our climate, to 
•which they are not accustomed, will soon destroy 
one-half of these strangers, and r&ifler the other 
sick; we may then attack them with advantage, 

G g 2 an4 
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and compel thJjjni tc5 abandfjr^the fort, o^Vhich 
We shall become’ fbssessed.*' The prince^vtc- 
quie&ccd to this pjasoningf, and the ■ftork of tl^e 
fortress was carried on with redoubled vigour* 
The remonstrances, however, of his faithful M*£ 
liometan merchants, roused the king to a jgME 
his imminent danger, and obliged him! tpN*Iter 
his measures. Having become sensible ofejje* 
folly and imprudence of his former fcon^luct, he 
assembled a sufficient number of troops, and 
pointed a day forexterminating*the Portuguese, 

' whilst they w r ere employed in the construction of - 
their fort. But, unhappily for the deluded mo¬ 
narch, the treacherous*Zacote, who .'.'as origi¬ 
nally oi Abyssinian extraction, betrayed the se¬ 
crets of the king tp the Po* y*guese, and informed 
them of his designs, which* afforded Qjjrja arr 
opportunity of making the 'necessary '^repara¬ 
tions for giving the assailant^, A warm^recep- 
tion. 

Accordingly,**116‘day appointedfreing arrive?, 
the Sofalans attacked the fort widi gtwt fury, 
but were bravely repulsed by the Portuguese. 
At leijgthj however, t^he number of the latter 
was reduced tQ thirty-five, besides the siok and 
wounded, and would soon have been obligeSVto 
surrender, had not Zacote, at that instynt, found 
means to enter the fort atrthe heajl of-one hun¬ 
dred men, and to join the besifcged. A d^pe- - 
rate conflict immediately ensued ;*an<f the as¬ 
sailant wbre finally compelled to flee with preci¬ 
pitation, and tw leave the Portuguese in posses¬ 
sion of the foitre^s. The vietdrs pursue (Tth$V.i 
with the utmost fury, forced their way intc^the. 
very palace/tand crowded into the apartment of 
the old king, whom they found lying on a couch. 

The 
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T>f the monarch 


* v, asi soon raised, and, though old and blind, he 
wounded several of his energies with javelins, 

f Zpfy among the reft, Gnaja himself. A Por- 
sgjibse officer advanced towards the king with* 
is iw^mitar drawn, and at one blow struck off 
is SftdlSin act which excited the horror and 
&m<iy oFfhc monarch’s attendants, who imme- 
^•tely * laid down their arms ahd submitted. 
^JLJppn this* Gn aja forbade hjs soldiers to offer 
any farther violence to a peopla, whose estepm* 
tye sauijjic wishecf to conciliate byactsafi idend- 
<liip*an»l benevolence. This ha<frt]je jk&wrcd ef¬ 
fect, aiWrbc Sofalans, fataljy*convinced they had 
to contend with an enem)* much more powerful 
andVagacions tlianthemselvcsf re^lily embraced 
the pnaf^red termi and hostilities immediately 
.ceased.®The iSlnfiral haviitg thus far succeeded 
,in his designs, created the perfidious Zacote king 
cf Sofala, as a reward ef his fidelity and atj^ch- 
v dlent t<|the Portuguese. Gnaja*having enjoined 
the people to consider and acknowledge the 
tamper a» their lawful sovereign, obliged him 
also, Ins turn, to takethc^oaths^of # allSigiance 
crown of Portug.fi, and to promisaihat 
Jiis conduct, on adl occasions, should be sulh as 
became a®deeendant and tributary prince. * 


SEf'TPON V. 


Jlfonomotupi. 


i 


-WiNOMOTAPA, next to»Abyssinia % is one 
• of'the largest emphes in all Africa ; though it 
is less known to Europeans thfuf almost any 
other part of the continent. It h bounded by the 

G g * maritime 
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maritime kiogdcfn^ofySofala ^)£I thcoeast; Iff "the 
river Spiritu on theaouth ; bj the-mountainsrtjf' 
Caffraria on the west; and by the river Cuama^ 
which divides it from Moneniugi, on the nortbr \ 
ctfnd is situated between the fourteenth and rw^c-" 
ty-fifth degrees of south latitude, and bgpB&en* 
the fo^ty-hrst and fiity-sixth degrees of iast lon¬ 
gitude ; being jgix hundred and. seventy AiJej: 
from north to south, and six hundred and fifteen 
from east to we .t. 

(Though tins ..country is principally situated 
tinder thp southern tropic, it neverthelesstenjoys . 
a temptxi jte climate: the air is clear and l\ealthy; 
the soil is iciLile and \vell watered; avrd grain/ 
ffuii-trees, and cattle, .ue both excellent ano 
plentiful. The fpre*,ts with game .and 

wild beasts, the livers teem with fish, .gv'k. the- 
currents that deseeiv? friim thq, ni69untairs cairy 
widi them vast quantities of t>l4 purest gold. 
There are neither hoi ses nor any other beasts oi 1 
burden, but gie^r herds ot elephants, of which 
several tliousards are annually destroy*?#* 


The nathes ^ie well shaped, active, robust, 
and hoaltby ;^and thei^ complexions are black, 
with filmed andwoollvjia'i. Their chief delight 
is wa-), which they prcfei to peace and commerce. 
They eat tlicvflesh of oxen and elephants, tested 
avid dried fish, and a variety of {re^i. Trier, 
bread is a composition of lice and 
their drink is sour milk oj* water. * Persons of 
rank have'palni-wine, and other liquors extracted 
from, the fruits \hey«gro\v, which are perfumed 


with ambergris an.d musk. Indeed they use vast*-* 

quantities of perfumes and odoriferous driig^, t 

• both in 1 their-meat and drink, and also on their 

* • 

gi^sons and in their habitations. 

Tha 
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TlftT MonpnioAJans golntkid to the waist, 
*X*ud from tlionce jTownWcii^’l tney # are covered 
With d pit?be of clbth of varans colours, which 
js usually made oA cotton ; but persons of rank 
^Vjufdistinction wclr India *silks, or cotton enrij* 
jo retired with goltl; the skin of a lion or of 
isor.WLofeker beast being thrown r /or the should- 
cj^/tlieV^il of w Inch hangs to the giotmfl. JVu 
ijlvgamy is permitted, and the ihcn are ahov ed 
w great a jiumbci of wives as tjjey aie able to 
lAurfCam : but*the first is always tomicnued as 
mist*£ss and head of the family *and her (hdifre* 
^nlieriC the fortune of their lather; the 

.oirspi^ofthe others Aik; regaidctUfsscrvants 
land inferiors. • • • • 9 

The cmgeior af fec ts gr?at splendor in his dress 
ani^uipagc, and has a great mimberof tribu¬ 
tary dcp^jndefii n umces^ # His usufll dress is 
a kind of longivest or "cassock, winch depends to 
the knees. lie’ also weaisJ brocaded mantle 
j)ver his shoulders ml?H /SuAfiidered ; lugrtieck 
iuaidr^tfj with a magnificcntacolLir, beautifully 
set vith precious stones; a bancf of equally va¬ 
luable jewellery -urroujids his*turban and his 
buskins are finely ornejmAntec^ witfi g\d and, 
pffArls. Wbenevt-i he appears abroad Vie is 
nyuiiTttsJf u pon an elephant, or ij earn eel on a 
OfAlfuiqu^which is iirpp*'rteJ b) four person v*f 
On tln>e occasions, besidi s* other 
regaf filaments, he carnes a small spade, and 
an allow in each i*ir,d : whichl*are tjjjnklems of 
industry ai-d power, and giurr*ite to th 4 e subject 
the necessity of cultivating the ground Tor his 
i^.Mnte nance ar.d support, and remind *the mo- 
much of the duty ox protecting *md defending 
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his subjects f$om«ali aggress!tip, xuncigu auu uu- 
mestic. # ? 

The emperor maintains a Numerous army, to 
prevent the invasioivof an cnimy ; and, in ordcP 
40 keep his dependent and tributary princesJ^ 
due subjection and allegiance, he obliges thrift© 
Send a^ their sons to be educated at Wp equrt, 
where they are 4etaincd as hostages foMhc fhk" 
lity of their parents, and taught ftom thpir in¬ 
fancy to consider the empeior as supreme* head, 
and render him their duty and se'rvice. To thfi 
dou^fc^ piei e of policy they stipcradd aHhird, 
whicli tc-nsists vi sending ambassadors once a* 
year tq all v hfs vassals,** who receive frw them 
what is denominated the nfew fire. The persons 
who arc emplo) ed these •«ftasions,rhavingar¬ 
rived at tfie cohrt of a dependent and tijiteuSary 
piince, command fcim-in'j-ncdiatrly^to extinguish 
his file. This injunction is no sohner complied 
with than he is pcri'sbted to light it again with 
the fife brought tKU'i purpose; but should he* 
disobey and prove refraftorv, he is consiTffred'.V 
a rebel, and war declared against him* 

But dp the cmpt rois c/ Mcnomorapa are ex¬ 
treme!/ careful t»v keep their vassals in due^o^e- 
diencefand subjection, they are po less solicitous 
to prel erve the affections of then suft/ects^br 
a£ft, of: kindness and benignity. TbeJJgyact no* 
taxes 01 tribute, except a small vbhmtaiy 1 ^* ^ 
tion, when they apply for justice, or request any 
favour. •'Merchants and tra'desnien who attend 
fairs and places oV r salt', are expected to present 
him with some 'of the articles or commerce in 
which they deal p,and should they fail in render*** 
ing this homage, they are debarred the privilege 
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of Shearing, in lW presence,•'i^iiclj is esteemed 
“a great morftficalon, and % If ten attended with 
much mc&nvenipiftc.* Such,indeed, is their af- 
jjr^tionatc regard rar then sovereign, that when-* 
Vver f be drinks, snelzes, or coughs, one of thq^ 
Pnol-ijfsjnesent ciiesvaloud, “ Pray lor the health 
^inJ^nv^>ci 1 L y of ine emperor,’* which ls^imme- 
di^eiy Vacated by all witlnn the dfstanc.e of 
!healing, ifhd tiVe air is filled v^tTi acclamations. 

* * Tins monarcrKii sjld to have a thousand wives, 


r l nis mongren 

whom ar«\W6 laughtert pf vassal princes, 
but tdip first alon\ enjoys *fte title of emjtffcss* 
*,The} ncc®mpany him into th^connt£p/during 
the sejta^i of hai vest, afid assist ill $$thejpng in 
|the corn and fVuits, and superintend those*that 
are^cmplojjed by th^mperor^ When he is pre- 
venfip^by wlr or *othcr matters from attending 
to this 0 t)ccu|^itigiT, tlig,^saa£r«ss presides in his 
roomj and distributes to alPthcir portion of la¬ 
bour. On these occasions iff emperor and his 
court are alwa)»6 accomyf6ni\> by a nunfOrous 
i/,j\ud ’SJVmusicians, ropcfdancer<* and buffoons, 
for" the amusement of the populace, and the 
whole night is spent in pierrimenj. ar*l rejoicing. 
Of tile many wives that \jeAng ip this monarch, 
thtfre are nine who rank next to the empresl, and 
enjoy 'Su^le considerable post at court. 4nc is 


office infav(.iii of ike Moors. All tfte r§st have 


tlnfir Respective titles, employments, *and in- 
'wcomes; and wlifcn one of tli^m dies, another is 
ejected to succeed in her room. # , * 

The principal officers of the cwiwt are*theNin- 
gamesha or governor of the kingdom, who gffia 
^ as 
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as prime mifistefr > tfie mokMiashfi or captain^ 
general of the forcrls^ the amltiya,‘or Jf)rd high- 
steward, to whonf, among other extraordinary 
privileges, it appertains to nominate a new fin * 
$ress on the demise of thewormer; the inhjm 
tore, or captain of the band of nnisicians*^?W 
is gene#a1Jy a grandee of the empire; /je fiura-* 
kao, or captain of the van-guard ;^andjrfie 
rumo, which signifies the king’s rtght h ind» +•£ 

e or 



pan tnmK proper to appall from tl£ 
sion ofrhf^ judges. Ip MonomotajSa Jire* no* 
places «of coninemtnjTor malef^ctors/^ficauscj 
all matters being tried ifi a summary manner, sen-* 
tence or acquittal ^immediately envies. If «the 
complaint be or such a nature ps to ?equjprffaie 
for invalidating of roiim-ming it, And thfc party 
accused be likely ti make his escape, he is tied to 



nesses, a purgative draught is einplojed. n& was 
the walfer 6f bitterngss timong the Jews; if it 
remaiy with the person Supposed to be guilty^of 
perjuly, he is acquitted ; if it da's not, hj: sen¬ 
tence! to sufiftr death, which is inipiulfitct^jg^ 
ni?te4 on him. • * • i 

Tfcfe natives of this v^st empire aresi^dft#’ - 
tious ai^d idolatrous, but nevertheless tfeknow- 
ledge and adore a Supreme # JBeing, cie j tor jyid 
govertiof of the universe, whom jhey call iVfa7ira 
and Attpna, whiclr correspond with those two' 
attributes. They pay, moreover, a singular vN 
n^rfttion’to a Wgin named A1 Firoo, in honour 
temples and convents are erected. L* 

thb*e„ 
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>f se$li»i8h, the daughters 
ire ^o|ifflied*to perpetual 
from all commerce with 
1, as to*preclude the possl- 

ontaftiination of their na- 

# 

spacious city, and consists 
siises, built of tirifber or 
d constricted in the form 
rmcipaf orgament of the 
iace, which is a large and 
'wood* having towcr^dhd 
^ . ’ii.^itly stationed^, nume¬ 

rous gv^rJ of tioops. #l^ie insitte w of uus struc¬ 
ture is diVidcd «mto ayanttf of splendid'ajgart- 
ments, and wrcat and lofty halls, which are de¬ 
corated v iflla maghlftccnt kfhd gf cotton tapes¬ 
try feeaxtifuflL' coloured. The ceilings, beams, 
and rafters are Hdornftf # wi l 8ji* gold ; the chairs 
and tallies gilt and enamellei; and the candle¬ 
sticks made of ijory, Andf$fi«ppnded by jjiains 
r^j/jsilvcy.. The emperor if served at table on the 
nee, and tlie dashes am not tasted till he has 
finished his lepa&t. • 

Jn yhis country, we aVe flr>ld, is* a frovVice or 
district appropriated for The habitation ofmmale 
w an^s^v ho rtsemhle the ancient Amsfeons, 
/■'observe *bf>ir rriode of life. \Vhenevef 

to war,"tjicse heroines alwayilcou- 
stitutd t< pau of his bodyguard. Their armS^ire 
similar ^0 those of tlje men, and«onsi^: pf bOTW 
and ary; .vs, javelins, sabre^s, cutlasses, jxmiards^ 
v and light battle#axes, exceedingly sharp : \hese 
they manage v ith great dexterity, beingi»taught 
to use them from their infancy.® The §mperor 
has also a pack of two hundred oogs, whicnw 

consider! 
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consider* as not yffe kast fajp^ful protecftTrs of 
his person. * 

One of the monarchs of tltis^mpirec.fused him¬ 
self to be baptized by a Jesuit n theChristian fait)'* 
find a great number of the gyndees followed h 
example, Being told, however, that he must 



ustiamfy. . %I 
several forts in this counv 


fcrfiAtted to cons ft m t d ^fg the reigvn£>f a 
formcr^sr^pcror for assistnim inth^re^uc.tioi\ 


of some i evoked v^csr.Is. They we yajzo put 
in P* ssession of the gMd mines n! J ,j same parti 
of the empire; have manj^jchurtl^c*? and jno- 
nastenes ^ and'are the principal ^lerclynu* of 
Monomotapa. _ ^ 0 t . 

The history of th /last emperor of this country, 
with whom we a?^ acquainted, is as follows: 
Finnrgarbachi die A »d\ tlie forty-seventh ) carol 
his age, and Jeff sixty-four sons, without v 
pointing a successor to the throne, tor whuh 
a long ai\(i bloody contest limuediateiy com¬ 
mence^. This war iVas so violent, and th Tjar- 
tiz'j-if^ so stienuous, that, at length, they were 
all er'erminap i d, or expelled the empirTT'e^^cpt 
threeJ Two of these, nr p«.tAc *¥£*&*» restomTg 
j$fc\tc<rand tranquillity to Uie chstracttlfr^^w^j^ 
agf4d to reign by tunis, and that each fhould 
j^jssessthe ,, siipreme power during six irontns of 
/the )par The hrst who occupied thc^Virdhe, 
i destroyed the'* other, and attef this fratricide 

f reigned 1 
' _5L*pj 
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the t *eople, {p wfypm his govetimient had become 
odious. Whilst ’;Nahi u supped tfle crown, the 
third prince esc^pj? d into a disjoint country, where 
he purchased a sir Wl estate, e which he cultivated 
wiVfy his own ha*\ds, and where he lived ii?» 
obscurity and ret‘ a “ment. He married a wife, 
by vfiVm he hfid jo|on named Alfondi, who, at 
an 8«f|jljrjeriod, exhibited marks of genius, ac- 
^juirca the lo\^, an A excited/he admiration of 
the neighbourly^? pfjDplc, by his modesty and the* 
gv'^flene*s o*f hi>Ni^I i&ition. • fje soon displayed 
an \Jtojtlai^nted cJ^Njc, <^3 greatly signal/ c9 
him A in\the huniin^h'eleph.uits, lions, tiger*, 
and c^.R'”fcerocious animals' ** 

Havof a* war that existed Between 
Nahi his giInd unrig, of whose relationship he 
w.vg igiioraft, and a ileighbouring monarch, he 
piovicy?d himself with arms ijnd horses, and at¬ 
tended only by a small number of brave youths, 
vholVi he liad engaged to follow his fortune, he 
‘marched to oflei Ins assistance to the emneron. 
An (Jf port unity soon presented jtself for distin¬ 
guishing himself by Ins bravery and intrepidity, 
which excited the attention oAhe ^liole army. 
UutJ^bove all, lus conduct attracted the notice 
rmTadmiration of his grand uncle, wh T con- 
cdiycd 'aech an opinion of this youthful stronger, 
that he with the commanll og a 

hotbvjtf tfohp. and tequested him to attack the 
enew£f<^ho were posted in an advantageoul^md 
situation. TJiis lie Sccondiagly drd 
w fth**siiai proofs of his nhflities and» military^ 
talents, that Nahi advanced hilVi to the chief 
command of the army. In _ the spac£ of six 
rrjonths, the young general performed ■sueftosur- 
pi ising exploits, and obtained so many victOTijJ* 
- vr LI. Hh 'that 

j • 
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that the £nemy vfc re compelled Lo sue for 
In order to retard f im for the*/great and signal 
services, the emperor bestdi/ed on him the 
princess his daughter in mar/iage, without thp 
least suspicion of his realfjpirth and extf^c- 
Son, .of which Alfondi himsi'f was wholly ig¬ 
norant. / * 

By a Sentiment equally g&ieroqs an^rztirfs-d, 
he invited his father to part/.ipateiin tne success 
and prosperity^ of his fortikie. vWq sooner did < 
the exiled prince arrive afrrh'yCjt, *th?p he dis¬ 
closed the whole m^ter, ^’.tyleclare^ bhjself 
the son of the Lte emjfev -ctn^migarba “.hi/ The 
old monatch immediately recogni/^ L*.jri his 
brotfcerMn-law the nephew whost ^ he oc¬ 
cupied. He resigned ‘the government to him 
with pleasure, and 1 the newly creaf.-d emperor 
transferred the sceptre to his s6n. /Alfosftii and 
his spouse were, therefore, crowned amidst the 
loud and repeated acclamations of the people, 
vyhose esteem he qpntipuecf to myrit by his justice , 


and beneficence., 

c * 


SECTION VI 
• * 

v c 

<v M&tia nun. 

O 

MONEMUGI is a vast empire of xjjicenain 
limits, but the boundaries of -v lua b extend to 
Mono;'notapa on the south,, and Coni; 
west/ Of this country geographers are Ij^^y 
igporantj $nd for the little that is kp$> t vr. re- 
^^cting it, we «ire ii\flebtci to the int^rniciiute 
nations, which ,_arry on commerre with this em¬ 
pire, on wage war against it. 

T^l air is sultry and hot, and the climate, un- 
J&ifurabic to health. In some pans the soil is 

fcctAtV 1 
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fertiTe* and iji e cc njitry pleasant an^ well watered 
with maay spriigs and rivulets. It abounds 
Vith a variety of Birds and beasts ; has a great 
rl’ipiber of palmVrees, of* the fruit of which 
they make wine; sjid produces more honey thafi 

consume. It also contains 
mines of great yaAue. 
is an absolute monarchy; 
rich and powerful, and ha^ 
petty sjates* and kingdoms 
s dompiictas. The najivs§ 
d .Ip be idtiJrcVs-^l’fthometans* and Caf-“ 
,»fres*;^y Ihe last of wham is understood infidels, 
or peapt destitute of /ehgidn. Under the name 
of Caffres i|So the Eurppeans comprehencl ne¬ 
groes, whblform sfce„most considerable part of 
tn£ inhabitants o£ Monemugi. The frontiers of 
this empire are occupied by she Giagas, or Im- 
bis, jrho are the same savage and barbarous 
people that harass Mombasa and Quiloa. It is 
>w>t improbable \hat they'ma)' also be the sarfie 
aL,the Gallas, who infest and Surrouncf Abys¬ 
sinia, .and strike* the inhabitants of that country 
with, consternation and dismay.* This being the 
of Africa, it givtfs birth ?o these monsters, 
wh» thirst fr>r»bkiDd^and whom the emperor 
employ^ in. h is freq uent wars with the neigh- 
‘bqurina kinga&tns^Whenever the approach of 
thcse^Tanrubali is kuown, the inhabitant im- 
mciJfeSly abandon their country, and carr^pff 
alLth^^iaoveable possession*. "* * \ 

liieQiagas are afso employed,by the'ediperor \ 
against a republic of Ama/bns, who inhabit the | 
'frontiers of Monemugi, and iftp which country 1 
they* make frequent incursions. * The Gi fops . 

keep them in awe, not so muc 1 * by 


’h owever. 


Hh‘d 


their 
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their superior strength and vaSourv as b^STeii 
barbarity and\he apprehension/ the/occasion oi 
being roasted alivi/and eaten. 7 Hence it is, that 
when their troops engage, tV contest is obst* 
V;Ue and dieadful, for as nf quarter is gi'dm 
the fight is continued to the v?ry List. 

The commerce of this cinnrre cons'its/T ctdjjL 
silver, copper, and ivory, y?iuch a e 
for silks, coLton-cJoth, btfds, *£id sue 1 ? likt 
tiinkcts. „ 

£>]• 

>• Caffrurta. 

C AT*FR A RIA is bounded on tlf ifrtn by the 
country of the BosjesntUns^or wild^Hottcntots 
on the west by the (xreat Vish rivei^* and^on the 
south and cast by fc the ocean \ and is sSmatec 
between the thirtieth and thirty-fourth degice 
of south latitude. A gre^t part of this countr) 
exhibits a rugged anl barren appearance ; bu 
there Ae vallie* of lich pastuie ; and the hang 
mg woods on the ste<,p sides of the northeri 
mountains are e\trcnel\ r beautiful. *Tj soi 
produces millet ,*ud vegetables ; but the n t ,iw 
are more inclined to a p »storal than anagricui 
tural life. “ 'towards the setting of the buifthi 
wjjole plain was covered ^hat cam< 

in vast herds at the signo u of command, 
was., a pai licular kind of whistling ,«h 

w/dli the m mth. At another whistle*Jifij cfew 
a*para^ecl from the 4 he r d, and came firwal^ti 
be milked. This a id the management of th< 
dairy form the chief employment of the men 
in morn in j a thud signal sent the cattle" qu 
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to gra7e.”^ % Th| milk ofi fheiri cows, wfien 
coagulate®, is thr principal* i#od of the Caffres, 
This country abounds with *a great variety of 
e.iue *, but the ele\hant anfi the buffalo have of 
late'yea'rs become yery scarce. , J 

-The C£f£*es»haA not contrived to draw any 
V™ thmosscssion of a sea*d9ast, nor 
9 ° tjfcy toII&v an)| kind of frshmg. Whether 
they*ati restlatoed % some superstitious attach*. 
■Tmeiit, linicH forVi** of hem the use offish' or their 


mo wife ha£ p^erto r-: evented themlffosi 
consS^eriw the which they*mighf db-^ 

’tain & support from die waters, is unknown; 
but tlTey .. ^«ly kn»w*tfrhat kind of a Creature 
a fish is. ftor in the whtile extent of their coast, 
wljch is washed. Ky*the sea* and intersected by 
scveralblarg4 deep nveis, is theft a single 
boat dV canoe, or any thing'resembling a float¬ 
ing vessel. 

• The Cadres arc sujfipos^d not to be the aborj- 
^1109* of the southern angle of Ahicu., They 
are surrounded on all sick*s by :f people different 


as Jhdigenous'tb the spot they at present possess. 
To speculaorigin of the Cadres, it is 
probv^ }^ thty.are clhscendants of the Bedouin 
AVaJ^/who penetrated into almost ever^ part 
of thij,Continent. Certain it % is, th^t inucii^of 
tfcs^-Tfa&4eatures £ire visibly in the countenanifc 
of a Caffre; apd they 'greatly Tesenibre each| 
pthej in their way of life, their pastoral habits, 
and character. ' ' 


' Barrow\ Travels in Southern Africa. 

Hhfl Perhaps 





r CAHKAKIA. 


Perhaps notation oft earth, |f:akenicollectively, 
can produce so iln^rrace of ra^n as f th*i Cuffres 
they are tall, stout,muscular, well-piopornoned, 
and elegant* figures. * They a/e exempt, inched, 
from many of those causei which, i.« rfoie 
civilised societies, impede the/jrovth a/'.J deaden 
the vigquj ol the human frAme. 7 lj jr # diQ£ jh 
simple ; their exercise of a vdutarVnawrei anti 
the air tlicy breathe pure .kid s.mifonon*: J .\tl 1 e f 
are unnequamtf'd with the en^'VJ^jng.m« J 

detain hquon ;^iud thw caT when' lnjuwry, 
sWepwhen nai is f ease .irk 1 rupesli- 
memt. In such a life, languor and nq'Lufclioly 
cannot (*.Mst; and, in the t^uiAhma' ot 
a CaStie is always platvd and cheered, and the 
whole of his deportment bespeak), peace and 
conLeut. / jt 

Same of the C«lfies arc covered with skin- 
cloaks, but the gicatei part go entirely risked. 
The women wear on thtn heads caps oJ leather,, 
ornamented with heads, shells, and pieces op 
copper find muij which aie disposed »n a s.incty 
of forms. They iiasc^iiso long cloak, tli^t de¬ 
pend to the «*aU of tli/; kg. The chiefs’ >f the 
Caffrqs have a long bra*: 5 Jliain suspended dW/oJi 
left side. ' ~ — ~ 

Their villages consist of about forty or hfiy 
hups, constructed in the foj^''ot^Tc^imc^That 
wlnclps destined for the i\>e cf the qi^'Cii^Tan^ 
at tjfe head of the village, and is larger m die 
t£Vl, ana hmshetf »,n a moix elega 
iThese huts are ajmut tea feet in diameter, and 
'eight feet in height. They aicVirst shaped by 

f* i 4 * .*• i i i * 
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dry, >i fhey |are lyatly covertd |nth* matting* 
They an* Veryhvaim, a?Ai completely proof 
ainst water.' • 4 

be principal weapon o£the Caffies is anirotf 
om nine ^to twelve inches in length, 
tyhifch\iWv call cgnkontoo, blit the Hottentots 
pellJ.ion of h.issagai. # r lShey will 
ear, y vith a tolerable degree of 
:hc d’Italic e of •forty or fifty paces. 
ba?tlc tli' v.receive # the flyint df the lias* 
sapWoLlan ovSl sheld, me da ol tL;*4r«l|%©f a 
bullticlv.1 The IfecrK wjhich is a stick about ffw%. 
fee£ half in length, within round knob at 

the s \^s tornnflfbk? than die bassagai, 

but used i^ 4 the same nvnne:. Eveiy Ca5fre is 
a soldier .^id u r fhe former is not 

a*pr(^.s*sio^ ln*t unde 1 taken according to the 
exigencies ol t?ie -.tale of v huh he is a member. 
Was is never carried on*by them for the extension 
of territory or individual aggiMiidr/emcnt, but 
(01 ^ie purpose*oi jvcngfng Some insult or :!fct 
of injustice^ \ » * 

In^tlyrirpart of the couniny which lies on the 
caste, % e river KeiskaipoiA, the inhabitants ac* 
Pledge and obev aVpninioft sovereign,.whose 
name is yGtnrU , bin on the western side, and 
among*the _emm*ant CafTVes, eat:h chief is in¬ 
dependent. •"Klj'JSjn) is allowed; but the Jfcir- 
.,uin<&inqps of the common people will not permit 
‘lumtjhe mdid gem e of 11101 e than one v^jfe. 
J^e heine* consuleryif as tne*p^operty 

dieir parents, aiir disposed of by sile*;»and tb2t 
isual pi ice of 4 a wife is* an ox, or tivo cows, 
f heir laws are simple, and dounded less on 
otfjft^ r \han on the unerring jfrindtyle^ of natur e. 
t£ a murder should appear Lo be confmflj!®fty 

premeditated 
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premeditated rdesigp, c the p€f/petra£or of the 
crime h instantly pu^to deaths But should one 
man kill another in nis defence, in a quarrel^ ff* 
*>y accident,''he musbpay to the relations o^ fie 
defunct a certain fine, which.is genera yy rjted 
by the elders of the horde, iiccordu^g/LO 'fh* 
rank of dv* deceased, A cnief has jffo ,w 
over the lives of h*s subjectsj and so^trld 

tX *■ N 

any man to death bjr design,jor in j!he bs.j of 
passion, Ke wpuld he expelfe* the con/npnjty^ 
Rest^j^fiiAFiS the enly puniuxntfnt of tleftyj 
'•*7he CafTres believe vn ffn< existence of some 

* invisible power, ■whuh causes men tdfclie^siid- 

* denly, os before they arrive years^fp'.airity ; 
that raises the wind, and makes the xT under and 
lightning to injure, or ten fty them f tnat giv>s 
the sun by day, and the moon by % ight, and, 
in short, that created all those things winch they 
could neither understand, nor imitate. They 
know little more of astronomy, than that in about 
tMVty days the moon will have gone its, course, 
and that after twelve of them the sa ^ie seasons 
will return. Their* only chronology, h is 

^ registered b> notches Vi c wood, is kept b. the 
inoon, and seldom extends beyond one g^iTl 
ration. Some great event, as the fituth of a 
v chief, or the gaining of a y\s£pry v -generally 
> fem^s for a new sera. c k ^ 

' Not the smallest vestige,of a written ohaMC. t ? J= - 
•/can be traced among them ; but their language 
appears to be the Terrains of someth 1 J ‘opeYkf T 
tb that of a savage nation. In the enunciation 
ft is soft, fluent, and harmonious, and free ftom 
that disagreeable •monotony, which »s obser/able 
amonj a barbarous people. The Caffres di&r 
very* essentially from all the neighbouring na¬ 
tions. 
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tioifc,Stt tbp manner of#tl?eir disposal of the 
dead. Funbral /4tes are hcsfowAl only on thff 
bodies of their Chiefs, ana.'ton their children, 
^former are interred in the kraatf, or places 
oxen usually startd at niglir ; the latter 
ted in the hills excavated by tho m^r- 
of- ai4-eaters. The bodies of the 
fvcd to*fee devoured by wdl^es, with 
>untry afl>ounds. 9 " 
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Hoften tots. 

^THIIE C c7untry of the* Hottentots is situated 
-Jp between the fwftity-ei£hth and thirty-fifth 
degrejs of skutJilaLitudc; and contain* the Dutch 
town at the Cape of Gpod Hope, which stands 
in thirty-four degrees fifteen minutes of south 
latitude, and in^sixtffen d^gre^s-twenty minu|ps 
-'if cjftt longhude from London. The Hottentot 
nations ai^rdivided into^sixteerf in nunfber: the 
Bondsmans, the Ghonaquas* the Sussaquas, the 
Ov. as, the Chirigfltfuas, jbe Greater and 
I.eCser Namaaquas, Attaquas, the 4£oop- 
m^ps^th^H^ssaquas, the Songuas, the Dun- 
gius, the I\ 4 «?jfc^uas, the Gauroes, the hjou- 
teniq-».fs, thejleykdps, and the Chamtours. 

Tlv.sflil m general %s so amazingly rich as to 
be ca^ Jhle of producing eveijf species j)f grain, 
ani'd'uits : # the count# y, indeed, # about the? 
Cape, ^is full qf rocks and mountains, hut their 
spacious summits are clolthed with rich-pasture, 
enaraHed wfth a variety af*fl<Mgrs of *ahe most 
beauty and fiagrance, an^^a^cMnd 
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with delicious sgrftigs, which flow detfh' the 
slopes, and i&eand^r through,the tallies. The 
plains whi^h intefVene are as beautiful as the 
imagination.* can conceive, and charm the e^jf 
every spectator, whckis capable of relish^ii^the 
exuberant productions of unassisted nafir?. 

The Cape of Good Hope Aras firs^3cgv*:‘>*k.i 
by the fdrtuguese in the rear bufe?e *7 

established no settlement i\?arer it^tHaTy^i tht 
banks of. the Great Fish river. About/ne . r e^' 
1600. almgst/^very 'European jiation F^ar to 
vwf roeCapc in their voyages to thqfEd& In¬ 
dies; and to 1620^ a formal possession of ft-was 
taken by two oomnpinc|£rs of the IJfest ‘India 
company, *in the name of James, ol Great 
Britain ; but it waj no fritter not /red, at that 
time, by the English government) In, 1650, 
captain Van Riebgck having touched f yt this 
place with a Dutch fleet, and drawn a favourable 
conclusion of the fertility of the soil, the 
abundance of catde, and tne tractability of the 
natives, represented the great nat^uial advan¬ 
tages which might accrue from establishing a 
colony at the Cape of % Good Hope. Tjjr con¬ 
sequence of these rep&sgotations, the dirWtpis 
of the'Dutch East India s tompany t fitted out fqur 
ship* for the expedition, appointed Van Riebeck 
£qofc|rimnder in chief, and v^th full 

'timers to treat with the Hottentots, and to make 
fetch discretionary stipulations as might qfjfocRice 
to the interest of the republic* in geqgral»4n a d qf 
the company in particukir. Having arrived^at 
the Cape, the Dtttch commanded presen' <»d the 
natives with a vast quantity of \oy$, trinkets, 
and Jiqflors, to the value of 50,000 .Jap; 
Upg^whsih the Hottentots, chiffmAI with TiV* 
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ffenfrrwfcy, gave them permiftion to settle amon£ 
diem, resigned a Apart of (j^e’coilnfey in them, 
favour, dnd commercial regulations! seemed to 
b^stablished on the firm and permanent basis 
^^^nrocal interest. * m 

'fficulties liich for a time impeded the 
‘ !i£ tjf^/Settlement, were principally oc- 
VAfJJe wild beasts of varfous kinds 
Kic abounded in every pprt of the country* 
hd, by their passion for intoxicating li* 
qtiofs or* baubles, of tlie only medi*- of ev I stance* v 
the pdtiv^s began rapidly to decline in nu&heJL? 
and the Encroachments of tl^e settlers were in 
prop qj tic i to the dinfjppt^on of obstacles. No 
land wUs g^ited in»property except m th^vici- 
nitj of the Cape. , llw^was passed that the 
nearest distance from one house \o anotjier should 
be thrjfe miles; and on account of the scarcity 
of* water, it frequently happened that many 
farm% were much farther distant from each other. 
•As the Duflph advanced,* the* natives retired; 
usd those that remained with their herc^ among ' 
the new s^ttler^ were soon ^reduced to the ne¬ 
cessity ^ 1 * becoming th^jr servants. # 

* Jn*V/95, the Dutch # <&lony*at the Cape sur¬ 
rendered to the arms of his Britannic majesty * 
buf p>t thegencral peace of 1801, if was restored 
to its former psjsersors; with this agreement* 
that the poft should be open to the commerce 
and mrifration of thg" English and French na¬ 
tions. Jk> permanent limits 1iad*besn»fixed 1&, 
•riVcolony',"under«the QutcH government; bujL 
duringthc period in which it vtes held by G;e>f 
JBrits^f the territory composing the settlement** 
of tkafcape of^Good Hope«was*defined^and 
ngm from west to east 



860 IfS^TFNTOTS. ) 

be five hundred ancf fifty, and its iyaiW*?e5dth 
from soutV to norjr t h two hitodreif and thirty- 
three, English mih^s, comprehending an area o i 
128,150 sqpire miles. This great exteij^T/f 
country, if we deduct the population otdiMpe 
Tows, is probably peopled by aiJOjyk&Vtee' 
thousand white inhabitants ; insomudxrait e} f i^ 
individual* possesses eight and onopjalf 
miles of gTound. r ( Jf * 

" It has* been esupposed that the nfmteyju#^ anjj 
the descendants oi the ancient TroglodiRh^ who 
/the posteiity of Abraham by^hi^yute 
Kethura. It is conjectuied by a late winter^ w ho 
travelled jhrough this r rfluntry, that tlusy will 
become extinct. “ These Sveak •ife^ple','* sa) s 
he, 4 ‘ the most helpless, jmd in tliei; present 
Condition jierhajls the most wietched, of *fie 
human race, duped out ot their possesion*, 
their country, ard finally out of their liberty, 
have entailed on their miserable nlFspnhg a 
state ot existence, to which th.itot N»avei) might 
bear the^compavisor ot happiness, a. It is a con¬ 
dition, however, riot likely to C'jntirKiv to a a cry 
remote postgnty. < The name of Hottest will 
^forgotten, c.i yarcerfr ii>membeied ; aim tlyjr 
numbers of late sears hu\e iapidlv > declmed. ,,Jf ' 
Various, it sterns, aie the causes \0ueh lia\ e 
contributed to the depopulatxm'of this people ; 
ambng which may he lfcckoned the impolitic 
custom of hording together in famihipr ; their 
ectremespcrvelty ;*and the c*uel treatment they 
receive < from an inhuman arid unfeeling $&U- 

sanjry.f * w \ 

r ' y*,. * 

* Barrow's Travels in Southern Africa/- ^ * 

■ jf 3V hen'the knghfch obtained pos-^ *'ion vf J^ps 
xhipe, they found tha* the Dulch hS^beeu in\rte 
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Thc40nguage of the Hcttentots^is harsh and 
disagreeable! It 4s a conmound*<A the most 
Pxtraordiliary souhds. Almo|fall moifcsyllableS, 
au^i the first part of compounded words, are 
^xphjVd the mouth with a 9 sudden retraction 
\e to^^ue from the teeth or palate, against 
jmLjl} if\ftd bfien pressed. The noise grade by 
dAt<u 4 is that which is sometimls used to 
<*yi?tess uftpXtiencc; and the palatial is more full 
f^id and nearly similar to the clacking^ 

of if hiLi» iliat has chicken#. Hence it is,^that 
the hrfiguage of 3 k* Hottentots has been OalieM 
a mnnste^, in which the eay can distinguish 
nothing aiticulate, afl^ji # ^Lid \o resgn^le the 
chattel fkig yf the magpie and the screaming of 
the owl. • But whey Jt il considered, that all 
languages, in their infancy, cohsistec^ probably 
of sumMe or monosyllabic pounds, to which 
vanous inflexion** of tlie.voiceNrere applied for 
conveying a number of ideas, it will be con¬ 
fessed, that fltienjode" adopted hy the Hottentois 
lor e^nessinia variety of objects, and.for con¬ 
vex mg ide^-.'in a clear and distinct manner, %s 
extien*ej/ curious and jpxtraosdinar^r. The dl* 
’■•uynf of Mmplo # sound^ifito th§ir elements, and 
h/ tlie v irious combinations of these elements 
to ^urn» aii /nlimited number of new sounds, 
w.isSme of the*most wonderful inventions of 
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supposed, cannot be Required by any Etp-pnean i 
but the dKli^ultJ’ of speaking it, wfiich is chiefly 
occasioned by th^uction of the^tofigura, is 
■overcome^ Most of the Dutch peasantry in the 
distant districts haw* learned it; and n^/ o J 
-them are so much accustomed to its u£?, thr^ 
they introduce into their own language njpfr* 
of the^gan of speech, sufficiently,’di&nf^ k 
sljew from whence they obtained it, _ 

y The person of a Hottentot, whih yoig-fc is £y 
* no gneans void of symmetry and beauty * h* y 
0k well-proportioned and erect. No protube¬ 
rance or ^muscle indicates strength ; but the 
body is delicately formed, and marks the efFemf- 
nac$ a < hd < inactivity’or the mind. Th'*V have 
large heads, lively eyes, a flat nose*, thick lips, 
teeth white ns •ivdry, hair resembling tbu-q of 
negroes and exceedingly black, and lan s t broad 
feet. The colour of the skin is a y ellowislr brow n, 
and not unlike a faded leaf, hut veiy difTcicnt 
fyom the sickly hue of a j'erson lnithe j mmlice, 
to which it has been said to rcscm >lc. Sum- ol 
the women, when -young, and pn \\jusl> to the ir 
beanng children#'might sene as monels >1 per¬ 
fection in the human tftgmc. 7 hen hand-* and 
fee; tire remai kably small and delicate; ami m. 
their gait thpy are not altogether devoid ot 
fcace. 

The Hottentots are subject to vio particular 
disease. Life is gencraWy terminated by a gra¬ 
dual de'iay, &ud fit an earlier period of existent c 
than in most counties of a like temperature*, A ^ 
is,rare to see s. Hottentot sixty years of age. 
When a man has become old ind intern, the* 
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them of^miserable condition; ^and/equesQ 
<thHUthey t wil exgA him from tne slcSety. This 
demand is always 'complied with.) Having 
pUp ed the decrepid old man upon anJ>x, a great 
ihc inhabitants accompany and conduct 
^*1 to a Jiut greeted for the purpose, in f ome 
^c%n&<^aiid solitary spot. Here they deposit sf 
toty,article', - within his reach^and th^ffdepart, 
"Sgld l^ve this miseiable oujcltst of society to 
oi*ag£ and hungei, if he if not devoured 
by wjjd beasts. ^ ^ 

Low, however^ as they are sunk in the scMe 
iof humanity, their character yeems ?o be much 
traduced and misrepresented. • They are, in ge¬ 
neral, a mttd, ’quiet* and timid people Entirely 
haumless* honest, and &it^ful; and, though 
octasit^tally phlegmatic, they" are kyid and af¬ 
fectionate to each other, an<J not incapable of 


lem of^miserable condition; # and # requesa 
Mt^they t wil exgA him frojg tne slcSety. This 


strong attachments. A«Hottebtot would divide 
fhe last mqrsel he Jiad with his companions# 
The£ are no| defective in talent, but possess Ju¬ 
liet xertion jfl) call it into action. Tljeir indo¬ 


lence # is a #eal dtsease, the onjy remedy of which 
■ s terrOi. Rather than^ave the trqpble of pro¬ 
curing food lw the uhase, o» of digging the? 
ground far ro^ts, they will fast the whole day, 
j»ro~jdM they may be allowed to^leep. Eating 
in { sleeping form*their highest gratifications ; 
md when they cannot indulge in the forfter, 
.hey generally find immediate relief in the lat- 
* “*To think,’* says thj Hottentot) “ is to 
abour^ind to lalfbur it the scourge of •life.” 

Merfcme arfd astronomy ate two sciences, 
vhicrfmavh/supposed to hflvn dated their on* 
^Y£"s£& st ^ dWn ^vilication: hy the 
M£, niej^were taught to strengtheVfcbf^'flal 

f i 2 functions, 
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functions, and to Repair their injured' fi dhie ; 
and by th Jobber? tfyey becairfs accpaaintcd 
the periods of seedtime and harvest. * Among 

. L t t r i i < ii' 


know still less. They have a name, indeed, iyr 
the sun, another for the moon, and a^third, hn 
the star?? but this is the extent of ^lieir* asoVV'' 
nomicai knowLtJj^. They are, however, exo3y ^ 
Jent maj’ksmeq with the gun ; are remarkably 
expert m explot in^j s. passage across* a de^rt, or 
m^nfiabited country ; and, hy>the (juicknes.s of 
their eye, Will discover objects at an, immense- 
distance. * f r * t 

The Custom of greasing \lie body and wrap¬ 
ping it in skins, has bfcen^hr constant 'themg of 
abuse against thfe Hottentots, Jmt withyut £ie 
smallest reason. In a hot climate, an& where 


water is ext emely'scarc*', it is a natural lesource 
to anoint the skin, lest it should hecome shrivel¬ 
led and parched by the scorching^ rays of the' 
1 sun, and has been adopted by Vjost nai.ons 
situated 'in, or near, the torrid : one\ This cus¬ 


tom, indeed, renders th^ir effluvia disgusting to 
strangers ; but tqnds t& promote^the activity# of 
tljcir bodies, and gives them a svuftness of foot 
§gual to that of most horses. During .he dry 
m sultry season, the men use no other cover¬ 
ings than this unction; but in cold and wet 
weather, they wear caps made of lan\b skins, 
and mantles,* calked crossas# thrown rwer tins 
shoulders. These ctfossas serv: for coverings W 
day, beds at night, and even wn^ling-sh vfts ni¬ 
ter their decease. A beau will probably* hslcn 
a bracelet of beadr* or a ring ol cofj l i^r,A^i/.vd 
hi% jfq^vaud powder his luir \v**■ i 1 voi-i/eti 



HOTTttfTOrS. 865 

nert> called‘fcuchi^j hut Aese *geqprjlljf consti¬ 
tute the Ornaments cjf the oAv sex. 1 
The Hottentot women, like tho e of most 
other nations, are fond otgfinery, and have their 
necks, aims, and legs, loaded with glass-beadS ; 
b at jfhe 1/ges* and most splendid or these orna- 
T yieAts*ue bestowed on a little apron, **bout se- 
\ ;n nr eight indies m width,*«hkh hangs frgm 
rue v.iist, and scarcely readies the middle of 
the thigii. *A vast number.of rfutch toys and 
tuakfts arc constantly imporfed, ot w'hiclfl.bage 
people are extravagantly fond, and* for which 
"they loolfknly baiter their cattle and most valu¬ 
able pimpejty.# Thy nTenlilow np the bidders 
oi the w^ld beasts thev have slain, and tie them 
Uufhcir liair .is pro’bfr of their bravery. They 
• tTdon^go abufid without a stick flf about a 
loot ii^length, to the end of which is tied the 
r ‘ 111 of a wild cat, fox, or other animal; 
•wliivli servcV as a handkerchief to wipe off the 
dusL^n sweai and clean their\ioses. * 

/Thc^ eat the ^ntrails of leasts* after depriving 
them ot lnipmities, and washing them in clean 
water. But, besides £lit«flcsh of cattle and cer¬ 
tain wild animals, they also‘subsist ondruits 
anfl rof^ts*. 'Vfic\ boil their meat after the Eu- 
r >pt an manner,. bi^i z oast it differently. Few, 
t.< w'vef, ait‘ at "any trouble m cooking tlftir 
victual^;•and they m*re generally preicr raw 
meat, wfluch they tear in picges wit^ ^leir An¬ 
gara, aifd eat so vivaciously* that the very sight 
of themes sufficient to fiausea^ a delicate sto- 
rnac^ahey h/vc some traditionary lawsamtmg 
^vhu'k^rohibit the eatf|pg*of swine's flesh v 
jtfb* K-ii's'toidthout scales. Tfle viyujpfr a*e 
a^torjjflclca to eat the blood of beastly*au*d 
' I i 3 the 
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'the flesh flf the mnlc ;*but this prohibition ex¬ 
tends not t/ tfie mp/. In dressing •thi^r food, 
they use neither sak, nor spite; buL llie) an* 
not averse to the highly seasoned a lands of tjie 
Europeans. 

Thfi ordinary beverage of thc„Hotienfots is 
milk or v^ter, which are the natural liqui^ j$r o--, 
ductions of th^ir^rountry ; but, unfor,tun^tpl^r 
for them, they are great lovers of wine, brandyy ** 
and arratfk, whVh, if their i ireumst mccs per- 
anfe. ?hey drink to%such excess, that they^fie- 
cjuently become victims to tins species of intem¬ 
perance. / * 5 

Thj houses, or hutt, of'the natives, arq built 
in an elliptical form, and fdinud Infixing se¬ 
veral large sticks m dhe givafiid, winch are bent 
at the top so as to describe an a di, and covered 
with mats sewed together. The bntianco*!'. sel¬ 
dom more than three feet in height, and ans;veis 
the triple pvipose of door, window - and chim¬ 
ney. A few eaf then 0 vessels, inte&dcti 
purpose of dressing fheir victuals, cbiivitule' 
whole of their farmture. Twenty, 01 nior°, of 
these huts ace geneial 1 ^' plsicedkogcthtr, m a 
circular foim, arttfl make .’Chat ishv’Vd a h,Ynl y 
village, which frequently cousins 4 .hicu*nr 
four hundred persons. Each kraaliia. an here- 
ditfrey, as well as a general chit! of the tr»l»e, 
who is called Lot gut. To the Iattei it belongs to 
command the.am^y ; duett all their negotia¬ 
tions ; pftmde in the counci?, and judge sv Ji ^ 
civil and*1 11 minal causes as a?c brought btfore’ 
himJby jjpjeal from thb other kr'uls. 

’ At tlie v e 1 cjncny>of a marriage,* 3, l*r meif srjuut 
dqwivon th ground in a circl' 

Vfhicft’is Occupied by the bndcgroonHl ani^ tli£^ 
r Vt)iflfcp\ 
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worneirforjn a similar ihr/ i^un^l tJiQ,bride, at 
n>rat di^tjifcc. t fn this siCo^ition ihif)’ continue, 
till the priest,*entefing fii si' 1 the cn »le of men, 
disch.ngcs.i small wjis.intH) of mine on the bnde- 
gioom, vno mbs it over Ins body w ith ,/he 
greatest .celerity ; .liter wbuh, the old /entle- 
una'iV^rclrccding to the other circle, pci forms the 
^iiee office on the luule, wl^ likc wis'fTmbs her¬ 
mit vuth tins d* licate lupuj, after tlie e'ample 
of the l»iu]e'»roi-m. The puosU then jgoes fiOtti 
thermo to the ojjiei alternately till his lj^ervoir 
lie c\li lusted ; and whilst in the ai^ 1 1 bos piTrik- 
luig them, repeats the following lo:n» of prayei : 
“ Ifay you li\e lonyj together, ainj l>c li.ipp) ! 
m iv }ou % be blessed v. nji a son helm e thAnid oi 
tine } ear, and mat* soy piove the comfort of 
^outsold age t and nay lie hi con^e a man ot 
ce erige, and a great himt£i 

JVhen an infant iE is rubbed gently 


over v ilh^ow-dang, winch is dried by the sun, 
■u iv^l— nr »Tliey rhc*i gather a few stales of 
1 with tne puce of wluth Li*ey wash the limbs 
ftfTfTe child, Ai order to g;ve them vigour and 
activity ; afth wlncli^the whole fciody of the in* 
fimt is be* moared wVh the fwt of sheep or but- 
fcer, and pondered with huchu, which they ima- 
rine*cont ifns verv salutarv qualities. The child 
ii then napied hf one of the p a cuts, being pre- 
vKuiJy.sprirtlclcd with uruc, and geneially re- 
cetvdk its appellation from som<; favounte beast. 

, JVhe* the males*! eat h ih§ir*tighth\>r«mnth ywr,, 
1 they me depnvfd of their left testicle; and tms 
op9*ption isAupposed Vo contribute to th^ir agi-. 
lif^lin ruruling. When they*imvc at'lhe age of 
c*'iifiKv are freed front maternrj autho¬ 
rin', a^oprivilcgcd to keep the cotnpaoy oTthe 


men. 
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£nen. On diia ocoasiorf, a considerable number 
oi' qualified! males gtfemhle in the Ullage, and 
.squatting down m a*circle, place the candidate 
tor manhood in the centre. They are then ask¬ 
ed I tsj the priest, or oldest person in the aswmhly, 
il they*are willing to admit the youth i^ro their 
society ; a^d answering in the affirmative? \he 
aged speaker ad 4 r '* A0 ‘> the youth, and 
him that ho is deemed woitliy of being a mgii’ 
bdr of* theft* comftMinity, and that it hohoves him 
to IjjjjJ^ra eternal faw.’wel to aH puerile amy se¬ 
rpents ; and adds, that if ever lie be found m 


the company of hi* mother, he will attain be 
consideied m a clnfd, aft J* Expelled the snciotV of 
men. After repeating these injunctions,,the el¬ 
der dischaiges a stueawi of Or hie ,on the novici¬ 
ate, and premounres \\ ith an audible voic*, the 
following bencdictims: u May good fortune 
constantly attend thee! and thou live to an #ld 


age ! May thy beard soon appear, angrow ra¬ 
pidly ! and mayst thou* nerease jndfnultip^ 

On the tleath *of. i Hottentot, the con'- 1 * 
i's wrapped lip in tl*e emssa of the deceased ; 
Kind after an Miterval of *X\ hours! all the men 
and wo^ien of the* vdluge^assemllc, each sc^ 
forming a separate circle, and claWnng jhaf 
hands exclaim, <# ]>n, bo, bo 1 ” which signifies, 
4t lather, father, father !” if.i’Cing •deposited 
the dead body in the cleft of a rock, or *he den 
of some wdd # bf»ast»fthey fill up the grave'with 
mould, stdnes, or sticks, to prevent thtf en®. 
trance of iTity voracious adimal. Then retim¬ 
ing to <he .village, they sqiiat down it^two cirAgs, 

and renew their lamentations for thr d#*ri»a*pd. 
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hift left any cattle, the heir l^ills«a $h«ep for the 
cnterttmm&nt of the peop^;, antf wears the cawl 
round ms neck till'it falls tiff. 


The crimes of .adultery, robber)', and murder, 
are considered as capital offences, and punched v 
with death. The culpiit is placed m £ circle, 
«itjmi;ifded by the inhabitants with gjpbs in their 
^i(inu., s «md the moment ntence is pro- 

Tioimce’d by the captain uir the kraal, he is dis- 
plftchcd v^ith thc’ir kiiii-sticks^* • * 

. P’f religion 4 >f this people formerly edited 
in acknowledging- one Supreme Being, whom* 
they cajled the God of G*'ds, and the creator 
"anck^overnor of alfelfings, "endued, ^sthey be* 
Sieved, Vith* unsearchable attributes and per- 
fttttiorfs, and wh©s% residence is far above the 


Tnoo|j. They offered him, however, neither 
presets nor* victims, hut •made sacrifices and 
pajd their «ador«itions*to subordinate deities, the 
principal which w'as the moon, whom they 
thujy^ddre iseck: “ We Salute thee!—Thow art 
~ , '*icome !—Give us fodder for ouncattle, and 
SOilitdance of/milk !” But Mr. Barrow informs 
us, that no fraces o£ # religion a*e now to be 
found amonj/ them *• • # 

* Sorrtp of *ie Hottentots, however, have been 


convftrtcd fo Christianity, especially by the Mo¬ 
ravian missionaries established among th^Bos- 
jesinan^ whose proselytes increased to such a 
dcgr$p, during the time that th*s colony was in 
't^ie pessc'-smn of*the En^isli, thaf itfwas found 
'necessary to seftd todEurept^for meffe teachers 
of gospe's* The c&iverts, on Sundays, re- ‘ 
gi& rly .iLtend divine serriu*, and appear at 
chifth -.ejund clean, autf the*very # rewrsg of 
.thfnesyOrtlieii counti juicn 5 and fiieirjleport- 

ment 
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f ent i» trftly devout and commendable. They 
seem much affected ynth whit lsVtlivfcicdb) the 
mission uics, and re us frequently flow from the 
tjesoi thoce, to whom, the discourse is more 
particularly addressed.* 

H n mg given a concise account of w h v seemed 
most remr^hible in the mnnntis, poliCy^ ••uu 
religion of the -s, we sh 11 nc\t proceed tc 
desuibe Cape Town, r and its punupil tdificpC 
This capital is pleasantly situated it the head of 
Tab ! e Ifay, and affoi ds shelter to ships m the 
harbour from the w inds that blow from the west 
The town consists of about el^venhundredhouses, 
built wuh regularity, and kept in, neat order • 
and is disposed into straight and parallel streets/ 
which intersect each othei at 1 lght angles. The. e 
are three ol four squares, in of.e of which is 
held the public market; another is the reseftt o r 
the peasantry with their waggons, from the re¬ 
mote districts of the colony ; and a third serves 
as a^aradc, for exercising the trbopM. of 
the street c kre open and any, and have cann^ 
water running through them, w alle 1 !, and planted 
With oaks, on*each side. 

The l arracks, ongm ill\' intended for an ho^ 
pital, and for lepnsitorlev of cnrnj'p-e a lugs, 
well-designed, ind uvular building, wlub ; 
wifh w fcwo of its wings, occupies *piit**of o e of 
the s’des of the gieit squ^iv., and the hi T htr 
aputmtrts die jutli ieirl) spiuous lot a nam¬ 
ing four thous ind me i. Tlie castle is a m ig-^ 
nihcu t and exteruue edmee, which covers the 
haiboir M and is an exetflint difesfj again* my 
sudden ins asion. It iffoids c\cry n^essar ac- 
« ■* ^ 

Bonow’s Iii\cl 3i Southcra Africa ^ ■ 

lommc iituiu* 
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> eoyimojidtion for a garri&n of one thousand 
men ; contains very commodiot$ and beautifiri 
lodgings f8r .all the offices of the company j 
and has magazines lor public stores. The other 
buildings are a CattimstS and Lutheran church ; 
a guard-house, in which the council of biy-gliers 
meet fop the«tiansaction of business relative to 
uTltr^iolice of the town; a large xsKicture, in 
\hich the slaves of the govftiPaSmt are lodged; 
’and the court of justice, wH&re civil an^ ciimiiud 
causes are<hcard and determined. 

TJ»e go\emmftit of the Cape is compose# of 
leight councils. The first, or grandt:ouncil, con¬ 
vert of die governor*and eight others, who are 
Cener^dly thu* highesf officers in the cflsopany’s 
Tvice ; nie second is tlfe college of justice ; die 
tfld takes cogniLi fee of*ali breaches of the 
peace,%und is dependant on the last * the fourth 
i called the court of qiarn.Tges, and takes caie 
that*all nuptial contracts be entered into with 
»the consent of the jtareut^ 01 guardians of b^tfi 
'grp*®*? th?. fifth ,s die cjiani^er of orphans; 
^ / }\j.h is theLcclesiastical college ; tne scventli 
*sThe court of Jonimou couiftyl; and the eighth 
biipeiintends a,l nullity regulations. The ser- 
\,nTts of die Dutch company amount to*about 
six* hundred % who are divided into two classes* 
tl * qualified and tfye unqualified : the formeraire 
those who compose the administration, and Their 
clerks; the latter are the soldias, artificers, and 
genial Servants. * # 

^.The garden belonging tef the company at the 
vJtipc, )f r hich is one of the greatest beauties of 
jhe pj ce, and fferhaps the most extraordinary 
in the^vorJd, contains everV Iryit, flower, or 
Xfcrufc thqtiw valuable or curious in everyth 

of 
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)f the globe. Jt is large and spacious^ and cc*m- 
fhands a delightful prospect of*»the surrounding 
:ountry. The beanies of this J eharmiftg spot 
ire innumerable and inconceivable: thousands 


'if various flowers strike the eye at once, and 
vie with each other in native splendor ; groves of 
trees of every species spread their branches tp 
the sun ; 21td slud^ walks and elegant pavilion, 
add to the scefitry^and give the whefle a ro¬ 
mantic and enchanting appearance. *• 

The three hills which form the Table Valley, 
are*called the Table ivlountain, Lion Mouih.uii, 
and Wind or Devjl’s Mountain. The first ap-, 
pearance o£so stupendpivi.yi mass of naked r O('k < j 
as th# Table Mountain, cannot fail of an'tjsun*’ 
the attention of every indifferent observer of na¬ 
ture, and must pai ticularfy interest that of tl e 
mineralogist. 'Hie north front of this mountain 
directly faces Cape Town, m nearly a hon/ontal 
Ime of about two miles in length. The suiftmit 
resembles the leaf of *i table, .jnd appeals at a 
distance j-'nooth and level, but is«craggy'2» 5 d 
uneven. In the ftiiddlc are several 
which give to it the appearance of the ruined 
walls of some huge anu terrible fortress. These 
walls list* above the level of Table Bay to the 
height of 358S? feet; and the east side,, winch 
terminates at right angles to tl}e* front, is ..much 
higher. Upon some, parts of thp summit, be¬ 
tween the masses of solid iock, are several sorts 
of beautrfiri shruds; and stately trees grow 
the chasms. During the dry season, from Step- 
temper to Mardh, thr top of t|p s mountain 
frequeiitly enveloped in a cloud, which lifts not 
been^improperly termed the Table doth. ^ From 
this doud^ssue the south-east winds* vrhichtblow 
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*witfc incredible fury, and threateji jvgry tiling 
within their geacheivith instant JestAiction. When 
f the sailors perceive the sumjfit of the mountair 
enveloped ii^this cJ^wdiM^y say, “ The Tabic 
is covered, we must piejfaie for the storm.’J? 


The Lion Mountain is contiguous to the sea, 


- dftions of time and the forcy ox torrents having 
icanned away the looser and le^seiompuct part?, 
the .summits of tjicse tilled {Mountains hjwte be¬ 
came disunited, int they aie still joined aP a 


critic disunited, int they aie still joined aP a 
.very, considerable elevation jbove the common 
-Jufc. • The height dF»Lyn Mount.yr^ is S3 ]5 
*#et; fiiidMie tippcf pait # < oiuists dt a t o???fniass 
«'i ^tone* rounded, t.i<Juoned similar to a 
wtirk of art, anf! hem some points <4 vie^v very 
much je‘emblem the di me of gi. Paul’s cnthedial 
in London. 'I he YVmsJ or Devil’s Mountain is 


tv.o # tlicMiMnd one JmruheJ and sixty feet m 
hetgh^ u f onmands an cxtt*isivi*prospcct of ihe 
surroifhlmg count! yt and abounds with 
pastunps. * 

In the Cape colonies^ abundance of cattle of 
eve*y description, parfg-ui jrl) *f c<>\vs and sheep: 
th^ former o£ which, when young, are so ex¬ 
ceedingly wtfd, that it is dangerous to approach 
them $. and the Iatfer are chiefly distmgmshecUby 
their long* t«iil*t tliow^h tiufc#is by no means an 
appendage peculiar to those in this j>art of Africa. 
In this gountry# ar« two speefes m fa»e hogs ; 
dhe of which has fio biistles, and was originally 


* A similar phenomenon someyines appears lb certain 
parts of ihe counties of Cumberland* W^tmoreland. Lan- 
uihid, and Yorkshire. 

Vot. XIII. 


Kk 


imported 
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imported from the inland of Java. H<nrst;*^ 
which were at fust bi ought fu;m Pei si a, are now 
very numcicus. A pound of tobaccoUvill pro¬ 
cure a fine fat oxi :> t ‘,^rd r sheep and other ani¬ 
mals are proportionally cheap, The buffak> is 
the strongest and the fiercest. of the bovine 
genus ; and nature seems to hayt intended,it fta J 
producifiw'- # 'xtiaordinary effect?. The fibres >1 
its muscles i/U'Tike so many bundles of cOrd>, 
amd they are revered with a hide little infeilo^ 
m strength and thickness to that ot tile rhmoreroi. 
1C is very curious and reniai k fc ihle, thatthl teeth 
of this species of buffalo should at all times liL* 
to loose in die scdkei^,, to rattle and sha& \ 
Thl'Witd beasts, liow*. vei, make tembl/ lunbf 
among the tame animflls, and kill \astr number • 
merely for the sake of su cling the blood, as Acy 
generally leave the carcase untouched. Of these 
the lion is the most formidable and destructive, 
and usually prefeisthe blood oi the Hottentots to 
diat of any oth<’i ueytoie.* The ihihoceros alt/ 
attacks men with gieat furs Hand is'ina^osi 
implacable enemy of the ekplAnt, the«bM ifj? 
which it lips opcn*with ( du* hoi 1 that protiudo 
from its sn<fut, and lcavu die wounded beast to 
expirfc. Anmng the other wild animals ot the^ 
Cape, aie goats of vanous species, ’ babdbnb^ 
porcupines, earth-hogs, and a lemarkable crea¬ 
ture to which tlieDp^ph havygiven the appellation 
of stinkbmgsom, or stiirk-bo^. Th£ last men* 
tioned animat is draped like o Secret, and is about 
the size <>f an ordinal y dog. When pursulficUit 
emits anodoiir ft ora itv> ta.l so ^strong snd dis¬ 
agreeable, dut nv tic dure dan endure it, and 
which serves f :ts wn eileciual means of* defence 

igaiust e.ery uiwny. Th zebra, or wiTJ ass] 

1 
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the slfin “of \which is spotted pnd* streaked, is 
3 alio compiort in .tfiis counti^ts aiuf there is an 
‘ Jtbtlfldance d£ wild-cats of diftereiit species, and 
t of an infiniteXarh^KlT^P^ms. 

* Of the featlitfcd race, ostriches are rcmas4:- 
l ^hly numerous jland so heavy that they aic in- 
/rt^pii^^oPflyin'i and usi ig their w mgw mly by 
. VaV of sails, skmi along the &^U£^rTliey are 
»'>f , asMy'tanjed, and many of titcm are kept in the # 
""■Skipe fortress The flamingo is a beautiful bird, 

* ratherJarger tlian a swan, and has a neclf*pr%- 
jpjtthonably longed; its bill is broad, and the 
i -mandible crookgd, and*bcnds very con- 
•fch'grabjy over flu? unddr *ft)ne. l^s ticgj^and 
head are as\vhitc as*snow # the upper p.irtor the 
winop-fcatfiers are of Si flame-colour, and the 
•lowrer p^t black.* Its legs have an orange tinge, 
and are§ much longer than those of tne stork. 
The sgrpent-eatcr, or sp<5on-bill, ’is rather larger 

* ’than a goost* and has <i long, straight, and broad 
“bill, ga?/rtly resembling a spooA. This bird Is 
ne\'’' molested l|y the natives* orfaccodnt of its 
^-■stVoying serpmts and other venomous crea¬ 
tures. The knor-cock mid knor-hc», however, 
are among the mostVemarkJble birds, .with 
'vhi*h this country abounds, and serve as cen- 
dneh to r the # resj; of the winged* tribes. No 
sooner do thoy di*cbver a man, than they gife 


timely warpingbf Pi 


of danger, and 


make a loud npisiej ivhicli scenes t» ejprcss the 
wor«is crad ! cricl /*on hearing which, tfle other 
birds immediatety take wibp andjly away* 'I his 
bird is about the-4/e of a common hen, apd has 
black*feathers on the iiownf # h«t the # rest are 
r y*arieaaffd with i< J, white, a~d dflvcqjonr^ It 
a? short and black beak, and ) el low l«gs; 

■ W k 2 and 
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^and its flesh is esteemed very delicious.' I^acU 

' dition to thtise, tiws countm/ affords vai ions 
species of eagles; ^Jthe blue* bird, \#ii£h differs, 
from the starling except m colour; 

thtf knai-snappcr, or lioney-eattv. which subsists 
entirely of honey, and directs the natives to the 
stores of the industnous bee ; the edoho, which' 
perfectly'ft^mble^.he cuckoo ; with thc%eveni 
species of wiiiTand^ame fowls, that ard comnfca 
fo Europe. 1 „ 

Th^re are great, lumbers qf reptiles, S 9 me of 
which are perfectly innocent, "and others hf 
most malignant nature. The asp is ,very qoi 
mon ; ^pd so is ill so «$hetfree-serpent. Tfeial! 
ter t fcptde received its^ appellation from Ibdgifig 
principally on the qough^of trees, frorti whence 
it darts at any living creature that approaches 
within its reach, ft is about twiryards iq length, 
and nearly an inch in tlrickness. The dipsas, or 
thirst-serpent, which is alsq to be found in'some 
oilier parts of Hfri&i, is often,to be pnet with 
here. It is about three quartos* of a ya>* 4 , t in 
length, and has a*broad neckband sabhfbArX^ 
The bite this feptil^causes an immediate in? 
flammation, winch is speedily followed by an 
unextmguishable thirst, unless spine antidojp bq 
applied. The most general method of curing 
the bite is to lay open the wound, $o apply a de¬ 
tersive plaister, aftdd&ss&ti'iui from all kinds of 
liquor, will tii 4 > infection be dr^Vn out* 'Vhe hair- 
scrpi ntf vffiiffi is upwards of a Jard in length, is 
con>in&rvd .is the most^suotltf arid majignant 
all. ether- ; nor c m fc anv thir^’ but an instant 
antidote p: event >ts fatal effects. Some persona 
have assSrtecvthatf tlie head ot ihi? ser*Jfcnt con- 
tainy a Stone, which is an efficacious nSmedy 

•ug;n£^ 
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*aj*ainst all dnimabpoison ; but a ‘^chtfeman of 
pidubitafclcvyf rarity, vho h«9>;! dissected ahead 
of this rcptiKL affirm^ could discover no 

such thing. i\e ^erpcni- f tonc*s, indeed, are fa- 
f.bricated by thnBrahmins of India, who #l<?ne 
^qssps thp scLiTt of their composition. These 
'•bL^ncs^uve the 4hape of a b^im, arjjJt^ring np- 
.plmd^to a v ound will extinct il.t poison; but 
v them origin has been falsely Asc^cd to the hair, 
terpent, since they are reitainly artificial pro- 
djictiAis. The middle of the si.o.ie is of a wuitish, 
r i nd the rest of a blue, colou-. ft adheres closely 
t* .he. flesh, and having,,!^'rbed as much poi- 
:a ;i asyit c ! ,n Criiiiai'i, (imps of\ and mlo 

milk for the purpose of tfiah.u-ging itself. It 
isntficn repeatedly applied till Vil the poison be 
extracted, after which the wound will be soon 
healed.' 1 * * . 

Scorpions are so exceedingly numerous, that 
it is dangerous jo remove aiv* articles whgre 
thef£ creaturns lire usually firmnej,. Tfreir sting 
rinduces excruciating pain, hat is seldom fatal, 
unless the proper and well-known modes of cure 
he unpardonably negkpfed. T ( yi short, no coun¬ 
try in the world abounds more with living crea¬ 
tures, irriocent'as well as noxious. T 

The sea on the- coast is plentifully stocked 
\xith fish, aftd rf othetj.animals, some of 
\xhich ajc^unknoyffto Europeans. The toipedo 
or cramp-fish i/frequently caught at the Cape, 
i. of a circular Itrip, an<J, generally weighs about 
u ouartar*of a pound. The head ’does not pro¬ 
ject from the bocly; its eyes arc small, and its 
mi uth \j sh. fed like a crescent, above which are" 
[two ,*»nles that are probably its nostrils .;* TKb 
' Jb iLkis of an orange colour, the belly white’, the 
- Kk3 ... tail 
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.tail slenfW, arul every part <ft’the I'kin siAooj^ 
and destitute of scales. Thoueli till? Visit is no 

, . > ' , • « >« p . 

ways smguiai m h*a shaj^or .si/c,^ has proper-*! 
ties for winch phii'isijpny i f jn 1 am attempted 
to *ic count. lCvci c peis.m that tvuches it with a 
stick feels hn limbs Lrarnped arjli benumbed in^ 
such a rrjuner that lie cannot iiove, iinjhjfettG* 
culurly thosd.qujf, which are nearest.the ..Sf** 
i lus extreme toip.Jity seldom continues-kfnger, 
than two mmutvs, l\ut its effects will not wholly 
c^ast? ;a less tliar h i!f an houn. 4 

During the months of May, June, July* aSF 
August, gold-fish are scqi in prodigious shoq^s 
near/hm feVipe, bat is. no other part of th’e yerfr 
do they appear. Those iisii differ very much 
from those m China, ar\l have only a circlte of 

f old about each e)e, and a streak al;ng the 
ack fiorn the head to die tail. Then length is 
about a font and a h df. r I‘he flesh is of a reddish 


colour, and of a, delumus taste, and is esteemed 
nA only wholesome, but also ^speci¬ 

ally m punt) mg the blood and p ices. 

The silver-fish caught at the tape very mftcL 
resemble cavp m shapt* and flavour, and com¬ 
monly weigh about a pound each. Their skins 
arc white, «iul si. caked longitudinally wish a 
brig Jit colour like sihrr. They generally keep 
our-at sea, except, at jpax ucuTar seasons^ when 
the) enter the muiittfs in prodigious 

shoals. . - x ' 

The hsh called ilia bennetms ipiout tfce ler.gtji 
and thickness c\V a lean's aim., and hrs large 
scales *>f blight purple, vai iegated with streaks 
*cf gold. , The fie^ii has a crimson^ olour, is di 
¥tcfc<v.intQ. several parts by a kind of nien.br^nou - 
substance, and is esteemed agreeable and whokj.j 
sprue. 
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Thcl-e aj*e tw(^ kinds of brassefns} the flesh «t 
which \*deHcaJ;e and pleasihjj ; ana besides these J 
soles, mu tales, crabs, ^ndijvysters, are found in 
abundance Stalo WfrffTs aflf?requently seen in ilic 
bay after a siting gale of wind. A sped A of 
v the astenas, star-fish, and the paper nautilus 
ai^iiketvise clmmon. These not unusually are 
’fjmnd i» the cabinets of Eiiitipcarf viituosi. 

yf haies are numerous durtng the winter season 
in all the bays of Southern Africa, inhere they 
jirc fraught with*more facility than in tlvfc midst 
'flf the ocean. They seldom exceed sixty feet in 
Jerigth, And their hope;* are*pf little value ; but 
isea^h fi,sh yadds/iboiit^en tons of bit, *bey are 
deerriecl of sufficient consequence to attract the 
attention of a .company \Vhicli has been estab- 
* lisheckwithin these few years* inr thfi purpose of 
carrying on a fishery at Table Bay. 

The shells are not very numerous in this part 
of the African coast; the* most common are of 
the um’valv^ tfi&e; and as the*penmsula is insti¬ 
tute of lime-slone, these are frequently collected 
and reduced to lime. * t 

To enter on an .cribmeration of the insects 
tHbt people this rcgifcn, woufd be foreign to the 
d^sigjjof outwork: to the inquisitive naturalist 
they have often presented an ample field for re¬ 
search and examinat ion. I n a word, the Aun- 
fry round the (jHfyfc iis Tien ro exuberance, both 
in an iiial and/vfcjgetable productions : a few of 
the latter wejfhall emb^aae thus opportunity of 
partiauhirizinj, convinced that n description of 
nature never rails to interest, and to raxxttnand 
attention. « • • ** 

r £Jy^igh timber is extremely rar^ai^SS£xpfen*» 
vy«, little pains has been taken m the Vicinity 
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Cape Totfarto promote its cultivation.! PfanfS 
Rations indeed"of stqhe-pme ail'd..wlfijr,poplar, 
with avenues of -trees, are som r umes seen 
near the country houseV/t)uV ihv i-infl^r they pro* 
ductJs seldom equal to what mig/c be expected 
from tlie rapidity of their grower*. The sides 
tif the hills Y however, near the C« oc, ft$ fif*'* 

rally clothed vv.thtl/J' silver-tree, fte co no carp a, 
and various others, \.hich are collected fpr'ffie 
puipose of fuel ih great abundance. 

Yarious exotics might, no doubt, be success¬ 
fully cultivated here. Already, the cotton plant, 
indigo, the sugar cq.ie, tea ajid coffee plants,"are* 
to be fp; r »n different parts pf tb* colpuy *and 
seem to flouiish as well as many of the indiger 
nous pioduttions. ' <- 

Two species of the wax ..plant (myrica cerjera) 
are abundant inf.inc sandy flats. The dwarf 
mulberry, the palhui christi, and the aloe, also 
grow in great luxuriance and plenty. 

Ffuin the approximation of the'Cape Olive to 
the cultivated plant of Europe, ft is matter of 
surprise that the latter has never been intro-, 
duced, since it: success appears undoubtable,-and 
the colony is destitute of any vegetable oil, that 
is flit to be applied to culinaiy purposes. - 
Many of the tropical and most.of the Euro* 
pefui Yiuits are reared at the Cape ; and the 
table is constantly sSpjffied u vr^h a variety of 
choice productions', either grcc^f* c- dry, st&h as 
China ancTmandarin o-apges, graces, figs, gua¬ 
vas, apricots, perches, „pears, pomegranates, 
apples, quinces, strawberries, walnuts, almonds, 
c*esnuts,apd mulberries, all of excellent quality 
and ^^n^ebase. , (fj 

The ^vineyards, fruiteries, and gardens are * 

, p c comiP rtfl1 x 
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y/iiumMa y divided intc/ 1 fquares, a^.d defended 

* ffom tie j»architjg influence *of \he south-easlCl 

* wkiddqnfcAt hedges, of quinre, oak, and myrtjp.j 

Barley, ttte princip^ 1 £ n the peninsula, is 

* chiefly raised 1 * i’Y'bpen grounds ; but beyond the 
isthmus, and :*long the western coast, ggahl b* 
salivated to J^eat advantage. 

■* vyAt the clos'^of the rainy season. *'hich gene- 

* rally takes place in Septeiffb^r, *£he plains be- 

* neath ,v Jie Table Mountaiif and on the westetai 
shoi§ or Tdble Bay are beautifully enlivened with 
.the Rtrge othonnn, which sjJrings up in delight¬ 
ful luxuriance from a verdant carped of the creep-* 
mgtrifofium melilotns. JEqVally numerous are 
star-fiowers, With 'a regular radiate?,^'aorolla, 
either eff a fine yellow of the purest white, occa- 
jdonally broken; and diversified with violet and 
deep sp*een; while the<oxalis *ce^n^a, J varying its 

* colour through every tint, Trci/h the most brill 
liadt red and purple down to the most unsullied 

J white, increases the beauty ^of the charming 
landscape. - < , 

Again, wh£i the beams of the sun are with¬ 
drawn from the gay p^irterf^s, and the painted 
family of Flora begin to clo«e th$r odoriferous 
petals, the modest ixia cinnamomea, which has 
remaiA&d shut up and invisible .under the meri¬ 
dian day, begirvsito unfold its delicate blossoms, 
and perfurfe%.the^A'7?mr f <»*\le with the most re- 
fveshing'sweetrdiS. * 

The moior^ra,xhe iris, the 'gladielr’s, and the 
antholi/a, each furnish a Variety of species, equal 
in gr&ce and Jlegance ro the’ix'ia. The slopes 
of the hills are richly covered and perfumed by 
an abundance of geraniums; *a$d lfiiace- 

ovt: ihass, the amaryllis attracts the lattice* of 
ej£ry lover of vegetable nature. * 
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Among the deep foh^ge of the oak,«th^ 
ner hue pf the stone-pine the spft find sir- 
leaves of the p”itea argentra serve io diver- 
k y the scene, and * , icH beauty to’the sylvan 
alk. Extensive plant tions 61 **%* tree environ 
'tio&tom of the Table Mountain, and both 
Is and viles are occasionallykfiliveued 
rious spe of he iths, which nay well ras^c 
fcmong the most e^gant and attracts e of Afh* 
(an plants. , 

Midst tlie swamps which occupy jfart of the 
plat> summit of the Table Mountain, the eye is* 
delighted wi£h a variety of handsome shrubs* 
imong which are fotjnd i*i abundance, a tall 
f uteso^a plant, denominated the conoea’mu- 
ffonata, and the ^hysoofes, a species of heath* 
ferhose delicate blo^ofns, highly glazed by a glu¬ 
tinous coatiW,;^x}'ibit a*charmirg appearance 
teider the chefcnug Effects of the solar rays. 

. "Such is the general picture of vegetable nature 
(ft the virtmty of ^hc C^pe; its hill detai] woula 
employ the labours" of the botaiiiSv tor years* 
lifter all that has been alieady written on the 
fcbiec?. 

The seasons aie exactfyfche reverse of those 
fa, Europe. Spring, which commences with Sep- 
(ftnber and end t s with Dccembei, "is. by Ur the 
fao&f agueable season here, 'indeed, y is lr 
faost cotuitiieg. Th* hom December 

^ jhe end of March, is ra'ihef, uiltry; the au* 

1 n, froyi Marcfi to June, ui distinguished by 
net/ of w*. uhci, ttirugh generally pleasant 
.rds its clo^ ;~and t>e winter, from June to 
}nbi.r, is usually ramv, cold, and stormy, 
lyajoumigiit oc the Table Mounta n the 
r/ rc is considerably lower than in CLpe 

i TnU 
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kiXviA 'during the clear weather pf winter $ anJ^ 
in th'e uurjmer the difference* is still more per* 
ccpttfdeV vheri 'the'head 01 the mountain is drtfg 
veloped by a fleec; d -.a, not inaptly termedf 
w the tablc-ci v di.” ■, 

1 Of all the \ inds which blow here, the’souths 
'cast and northwest are the most poweiful: thug 
founfir is extremely violent 'vhen ♦becloud rest* 1 
Upon the mountain, and generally predominates 
froln tfte end of August till the middle of 
The latter commences about the end of Mjjy, 
^and olows occasionally till the lei ruination of 


August., The approach of winter is generally 
indicated by the subsidence if the v'Jiids, anj£ 
the dtsupj cut unce ot the fleecy cloud. r l fiose to¬ 
kens aib succeeded by he.^vy dews, thick fogs, 
and cQld*north;Vestcrly wisds* agcomjianied by 
violent storms $f thunder, lig% 'jA&md rain.- 
At the expiration of thi ec days, JwSrcvei, the v \r 
mospheie generally begins to bngliten^ and u { 
niount'jlni tHx^he continent . ppoar with till 1 
tops biuied ‘Vsnow, and a light sprinkling |/ 
the same is seen about the head of the Tabic. 


* The nights are always cocl, thoijglithe morn* 
ings are sometimes rlose and sultrj : ^ south¬ 
east bree/e ge ^erally spring*- up about the middle 
of the Jay, »u.d gradually dies away as evening 
'Approaches. Tbc^general standard of the tempe¬ 
rature of Capa To- *rj the v r inter mouths* 

fs froir fifty de<^*ees at sun-rise to sixty at noon; 
and, the mifidh? of sufnmcr the thermometer 
ranges f^om se *enty to ninety. „ 

The barometer varies littie compared *with 
what is observed in our climate. The, south! 
east wifcdfi rarely occasion alterat^-d* tfcd| 

• tube 
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’Vfcbe of irort tfian the mteen hundreth j&rtlT 
inch. The regularity of the rudee'u 

wonderful here j^ind by the daily! iLes ddijcli 
low over Cape T^fcc, \i ‘/vepetuy* circulation 
f $ir is kept up, which not onfy'lcontribute^to 
ic cOmforts but to the healthiness of the inhh- 
Jtants, among whom few diserftes ar$ knpwn# 
bccept su“EL\ as ,y,: the result of penurious 
habits. 










